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1. 

The  earliest  periods. 


jlf  uch  has  been  recorded  and  sang  concern- 
ing  the  heroic  exploits,  the  prosperous  and 
disastrous  fortunes  of  our  forefathers;  — •  these 
early  traditions  I  would  fain  revive  in  the 
minds  of  the  vrhole  nation,  that  the  hearts  of 
the  free,  of  both  mountain  and  valley,  may 
glow  with  renovated  ardor  towards  their  be- 
loved  country. 

Give  heed  therefore,  both  old  and  young, 
to  my  discourse;  for  the  history  of  the  past  is 
the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  eviL 

Where  the  Rhone  ^-^  whose  source  is 
ritnated  among  the  Glaciers  of  the  Valais  — 
precipitates  itself  after  a  long  course  into  the 
Mediterranean  sea,  a  range  of  low  hills  com* 
mences,  which,  as  they  stretch,  further  east* 
ward  towards  the  confines  of  Itidy,  continue 
to  increase  in  elevation,  till  at  length  their 


towering  peaks  are  lost  in  clouds  or  covered 
with    eternal    snows.      This  vast    mountain- 
chain    ittges    eastward    a   distance    of  300 
leagues  as  far  as  Hungary,  where  it  gradu- 
ally^ agaui  sinks  to  a  succession  of  hillocks. 
These  mountains  are  the  Alps,  and  the  coun- 
try embosomed  amid  their  snowy  peaks,  tre- 
mendous crags  and  precipices,    towering  far 
above  the  abodes  of  men ,  is  named  Helvetia. 
Shelving  through  narrow  passies  down  from 
the  lofty  alps,   with  streams  issuing  from  the 
Glaciers,    the  country  northwards   gradually 
expands  into  open  and  spacious  valleys,  as  far 
as  the  calcareous  chain  of  the  Jura.     These 
mountains,  from  lake  Leman   to  the  lake  of 
Constance,   assume  the  form  of  a  huge  half- 
moon;     whilst    from   Schafhausen    to  Basle, 
the   Rhine  invests  their   base  as  a  moat  its 
rampart;   so  that,  like  a  strong  citadel,   na- 
ture has  encircled  our  country  with  deep  floods 
and  lofty  mountains;  —  a  citadel  however  is 
only  strong  so  long   as  its  defenders  remain 
within  its  W||Ps. 

At  a  period  of  which  we  have  no  certain 
knowledge  the  whole  country  formed  part  of 


the  ocean.  The  sea  rolled  its  wares  hundreds 
of  fathoms  above  the  meadows  and  fields  wb 
now  cultivate,  whilst  the  tops  of  ooi^  highest 
mountains  appeared  like  so  many  solitary  is-  , 
lands.  Traces  of  this  mighty  flood  are  stilt 
perceptible  in  the  most  elevated  rocks;  *^ 
plants  and  shell^sh,  that  formerly  peopled  the 
bed  of  the  waters,  are  now  found  petrified  in 
the  indarated  mud  which  enters  into  the  struc- 
tare  of  the  rocks.  The  strata  of  the  moun^ 
tains,  the  caverns  of  the  earth,  alike  pro- 
claim, that  more  than  one  world  had  perished 
before  the  human  race  was  created. 

After  the  recedence  of  the  waters,  and 
when  mosses,  herbage,  shrubs  and  forests, 
had  sprung  from  the  dry  bed  of  the  sea,  ages 
rolled  on,  before  the  voice  of  man  resounded 
amid  the  stillness  of  these  solitary  wastes.  It 
is  entirely  unknown  who  first  wandered  with 
his  flocks  along  the  woody  borders  of  our  lakes 
and  streams.  The  earliest  races,  it  is  reasonable 
to  suppose,  settled  in  the  open  aail  temperate 
valleys,  ascending,  at  a  later  period,  the  more 
nigged  regions,   tiH  they  ultimately  reached 
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those  insulated  solitudes^  which  lie  at  the  base 
of  the  loftiest  Alps. 

Six  hundred  years,  however,  before  the 
Christian  era,  the  elevated  valleys,  below  the 
sources  of  the  Rhine,  continued  uninhabited; 
for  it  was  then,  as  tradition  records,  that  they 
were  first  peopled  by  fiigitives  from  Italy.  At 
that  period,  the  Gauls,  a  powerful  and  war-* 
like  nation,  penetrated  into  tliat  country,  and 
subduing  its  inhabitants,  either  put  them  to 
death  or  expelled  them  firom  their  native  abo- 
des. Terrified  at  the  fury  of  the  invaders, 
numbers  escaped  from  the  maritime  country 
of  the  Rasennes  —  where  now  are  situated 

-  R 

the  cities  of  Florence  and  Genoa* — and  sought 
refuge  with  their  families  and  household-gods, 
in  the  narrow  passes  and  deserts  of  the  higher 
Alps^  Here  they  fixed  their  abode  in  lonely 
valleys,  amidst  forests  and  cloud-capt  moun- 
tains, secure  fi-om  the  fury  of  the  Gauls.  From 
the  name  of  their  god,  or  hero,  Rhetus,  they 
were  denominated  Rhetians;  and  the  country 
which  surrolmds  the  sources  of  the  Rhine  and 
the  Inn  —  the  impregnable  abode  of  the  inde- 
pendent Grisons  —  still  bears  the  name  of  Rhetia. 


2. 

Exploits  of  the  aucleut  Helvetiaus.  — 
They  are  joined  by  the  Cimbri. 

B.  C.  100. 


v.- 


The  inhabitants  of  the  valleys  between  the 
Alps  and  the  Jura,  and  of  the  coontiy  »tua- 
(ed  between  lake  Leman,  and  the  lake  of 
Constance^  increased  but  slowly  with  the 
lapse  of  ages.  Surrounded  by  forests ,  rocks 
and  rivers,  they  lived,  unknown  to  the  rest  of 
mankind,  in  a  state  of  wild  freedom,  and 
desiring  nothing  beyond  what  the  chace  or  the 
produce  of  their  own  flocks  and  lands  afforded. 
£ach  valley  composed  a  distinct  and  indepen-^ 
dent  community.  Their  adventurous  youth 
engaged  in  the  chace  amidst  the  thick  and 
gloomy  forests;  *—  encountered  the  serpents  of 
the  caverns  and  fens,  and  the  ferocious  crea* 
lures  of  the  mountains;* — and  not  unfrequently 
set  out  on  predatory  incursions  llgainst  their 
neighbours.    Their  dress  consisted  of  a  skin: 
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their  arms  were  a  spear ,  a  club ,  and  a  bo\y 
^  and  arrow.  By  a  union,  defensive  and  offen- 
sive, of  several  of  these  communities,  was  for- 
med, a  Canton;  the  first,  of  which  the  name 
is  recorded,  was  that  of  the  Tigurians,  on 
the  Rhine  and  Thur. 

At  this  period  a  barbarous  race  from  re- 
mote regkltos,  called  the  Cimbri : —  or  the  con- 
federated of  many  nations  —  whose  numbers 
amounted  to  300^000  fighting-men,  after  tra- 
versing the  forests  of  Germany,,  advanced  to- 
wards the  Alps.  Many  of  these  were  belie- 
ved to  have  come  from  Friesland,  Sweden, 
and  the  more  northern  regions,  where  the  ha« 
bitable  world  lies  buried  beneath  eternal  snoWIt 
A  famine ,  the  result  of  long^centinued  raiaa, 
which  had  converted  their  country  into  swamps 
and  lakes,  was  thought  to  have  driven  them 
from  their  native'  abodes.  Waging  war,  and 
every  where  victorious,  they  at  length  ap- 
proached the  Rhine;  after  crossing  this  river 
they  continued  their  march  into  Gaul,  the  ci- 
ies  of  which  supplied  them  with  immense  booty. 

No  sooner  were  the  youthful  Tigurians, 
apprised  of  this,  than  they  felt  an  eager  de- 
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sire  to  parddpate  in  the  glory  and  spoils  of 
the  victors:  —  as  many  therefore  as  were  ca- 
pable of  bearing  arms  departed  to  join  the  pow- 
erful Cimbri.  The  vast  treasures,  which  fell 
into  their  hands,  were  steeped  with  the  blood 
of  the  vanquished  Gauls.  In  this  direful  ca- 
lamity the  nations  of  Gaul  having  Implored 
succour  from  Rome,  a  powerful  amy  was 
dispatched  to  their  assistance;  whidi,  after  tra- 
versing the  snowy  Alps,  advanced  towards 
lake  Leman.  The  Tigurians  who  had  joined 
the  Cimbri,  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the 
Romans,  whom  they  conceived  to  have  hostile 
iemgOB  against  their  own  mountain -retreats, 
hiHtoMd  back  to  oppose  them,  headed  by  a 
ycMdifhl  warrior^  named  Divicon,  who  no  soo- 
ner came  in  view  of  the  Roman  encampment, 
than  he  drew  his  sword,  and  gave  the  signal 
for  attadk.  In  the  fierce  engagement'  which 
succeeded,  the  field  of  battle  was  strewed  with 
the  bodies  of  the  Roman  legions,  who,  totally 
defeated,  were  conqielled  to  sue  for  mercy  from 
the  victorious  Helvetians.  Divicon,  after  cans- 
ing  two  posts  to  be  raised,  connected  by  a 
transvefse  beam,   compelled   the  vanquished 
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and  disarmed  enemy  —  to  the  lasting  reproach 
of  the  Roman  arms*— to  pass  under  this  yoke; 
after  which  they  were  allowed  to  depart,  with 
orders  to  repass  the  Alps,  into  their  own 
country. 

After  this  victory  the  triumphant  Divicon 
rejoinedlthe  Cimbri,  his  companions  in  arms, 
and  with  their  united  forces  they  renewed  their 
devasti^ting  incursions  into  Gaul,  traversed  the 
Alps  9  and  entering  Italy,  excited  the  appre- 
hensions even  of  Rome.  The  Romans  how- 
ever immediately  flew  to  arms,  and  engaged 
the  invaders  in  many  sanguinary  battles  which 
were  soon  decisive  of  their  fate;  fortune  indeed 
seemed  now  to  have  abandoned  the  Cimbri, 
and  the  few  who  escaped  the  Roman  sword 
sought  refuge  with  Divicon,  among  the  fast- 
nesses of  the  Helvetian  mountains. 

Thdh:  those  whom  flood  and  famine  had 
driven  from  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north, 
were  ultimately  established  in  Helvetia  — 
events  which  are  still  celebrated  in  the  West- 
friesland  song  of  the  mountaineers.  Clearing 
and  reclaiming  the  forests,  they  fixed  them- 
selves along  the  shores  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne, 
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at  the  foot  of  the^Haken,  and  Mjrthen,  near 
Bnich  -^  a  term  synonimous  with  Marsh- 
land —  whence  they  were  known  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  Bnichenburen,  or  peasants  of  the 
marshes.  Two  brothers,  Suitcn  and  Swen, 
pass  as  the  founders  of  Schwyz ;  nor  is  it  un- 
common to  find  family-names  peculiar  to  Swe- 
den still  current  in  those  valleys. 

As  their  numbers  increased  they  progres- 
sivdy  spread  through  the  valleys  which  bor- 
der the  lake,  into  the  territory  surrounding  the 
Kemwald,  towards  the  gloomy  Brunig;  — • 
traversing  this  mountain  they  subsequently 
agoread  through  the  Hash  in  the  Weisland,  at 
die  fiMt  of  the  glaciers  from  one.  valley  to  an- 
otber,  to  Frutigen,  Obersibnen,  Sanen,  AlB- 
lentsch,  and  Jaun.  —  Such  is  the  information 
we  derive  firom  ancient  but  imperfect  tradi- 
tions.       .  '^' 
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3. 

The  Romans  become .  masters   of  the 

whole  country. 

B.  c.  50. 

Long  after  the  heroic  exploits  of  Divicon 
•and  the  Cimbri  the  recollection  of  the  rich 
I»a8tnres  and  fertile  plains  of  GanI  furnished 
ample  tuiope  tor  discourse  among  their  descen- 
dants. They  depicted  to  themselves  a  coun- 
try,  beneath  whose  genial  sky  the  vine  and 
olive  flourished  in  luxuriance^  whOe  the  snows 
of  winter  were  scarcely  known.  These  vague 
and  traditional  notions,  together  with  the  ac- 
counts of  trayellers,  and  of  those  who  dwelt 
on  the  dj^podite  bank  of  the  Rhine,  with  whom 
they  maintained  a  friendly  and  trading  inter- 
course, awakened  a  new  and  powerful  feeling 
in  Ate  minds  of  the  rude  Helvetians. 

At  this  period  was  living  a  man  named 
Hordrich,  or  as  he  was  called  by  the  Romans 
t>rgetorix,  who  from  hid  rank  and  wealth  en- 
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joyed  considerable  influence  in  the  coontrjr. 
The  number  of  slaves  who  cultivated  his  lands, 
and  tended  his  flocks  and  herds,  amounted  to 
at  least  ten  thousand.  He  enjoyed  also  great 
repute  among  the  neighbouring  Gauls,  with 
whose  petty  princes  he  maintained  a  friendly 
intercourse.  Orgetork,  who  was  of  an  aspir* 
ing  character,  secretely  cherished  the  most 
lofty  and  ambitious  views.  Opening  his  de« 
sigtia  first  to  the  diief  men  of  his  own  canton^ 
he  afterwards  addressed  those  of  the  neigh* 
bearing  ones,  and  finally  the  people  thenH 
selves.  ,,Why,^^  said  he,  „do  we  continoo 
our  labours  upon  a  soil  that  scarcely  afibrds 
noorishment  for  ourselves,  and  cattle?  •^  let 
us  rath^  descend  into  Gaul,  i^diere  abundance 
of  fertile  land  awaits  a  brave  .and  intrepid 
people.^  —  This  address  effectually  kindled 
the  ardor  of  the  hearers,  and  all  weie  eager 
to  undertake  the  project^  invasion.  It  was 
unanimously  resolved  by  the  collective  nom* 
muaities,  to  commence  preparations  for  a  ge« 
neral  laarch;  ^-^  that  during  three  years  they 
should  cultivate  their  lands,  and  collect  the 
necessaiy  provisknis  and  materials  for  the  ex* 
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pedition,  seeking  in  the  mean  time  support 
from  other  confederates^  and  attending  to  what- 
ever might  promote  the  success  of  the  en- 
terprise. 

Orgetorix,  rejoiced  at  this  prosperous  com- 
mencement of  his  designs,  occupied  himself 
continuially  in  forming  others,  which  might  en- 
sure his  ulterior  success*  With  unwearied  ac- 
tivity he  visited  the  different  cantons,  traver- 
sed the  Rhine  to  confer  with  the  chiefs  of 
the  bordering  provinces ,  and  secure  a  free 
passage  for  his  people;  united  his  daughter  to 
a  neighbouring  prince;  made  vast  promises, 
and  assumed  a  tone  and  language  so  unwon- 
ted, that  he  seemed  already  the  sovereign  ru- 
ler of  the  country. 

A  suspicion  soon  arose  in  the  minds  of 
bis  countiymen,  that  Orgetorix  cherished  the 
design '  of  betra3ring  their  ancient  liberty,  and 
of  raifiong  himself  up  to  be  absolute  ruler  of 
HeMMia*  As  there  existed  among  the  laws 
of  the '  Cantons  one  which  declared  every 
attempt  to  encroach  on  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people  punishable  by  death,  Orgetorix 
was  impeached,  and  summoned  to  meet  his 


15 


accusers;  but  instead  of  answering  thediarges 
brought  against  him,  he  sought  to  arm  the 
people  in  his  defence.  This  inunediateiy  rou- 
sed the  communities  to  resistance;  fortune 
soon  abandoned  him,  and  finding  all  hope  at 
last  cut  ofi^,  he  terminated  his  own  life. 

The  three  years  allotted  for  preparation 
being  expired,  the  people  of  the  four  Cantons 
disposed  themselves  to  set  out  on  their  march. 
The  armed  warriors,  under  the  command  of 
the  venerable  Divicdn,  who  had  so  totally  de- 
feated the  Romans,  50  years  before,  on  the 
banks  of  lake  Leman,  marched  first,  followed 
hf  the  women  and  children,  with  the  wag- 
gons, loaded  wi(h  provisions  and  treasures.  In 
their  progress  they  burnt  every  habitation,  in* 
eluding  IS  towns  and  400  villages,  in  order 
to  destroy  every  wish  of  ever  returning.  Their 
numbers  were  augmented  by  several  thousand 
allies  from  the  country  bordering  on  the  lake 
of  Constance,  as  weir  as  by  the  Rauraci|)i^o 
dwelt  near  the  Rhine  in  the  present  Frid^tbal 
and  Canton  of  Basle. 

This  ahnost  interminable  train  of  war- 
like emignmti,  whose  numbers  amounted  to 
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360,000^  began  their  march  ia  the  direction  of 
Geneva,  then  a  town  belonging  to  the  Ailo- 
broges,  a  brave  but  small  tribe,  in  alliance 
with  the  Romans. 

At  Uiis  period,  Rome  by  the  freedom,  bra- 
very, and  wisdom  of  its  citizens,  had  become 
the  most  powerful  city  in  the  world.  Its  empire, 
no.  longer  confined  to  Italy,  e^Ltended  from 
Gaul  to  Judea*  One  of  its  greatest  generals,. 
Julius  Caesar,  was  now  at  Geneva,  to  afford 
protection  to  the  AUobroges^ 

As  socm  as  he  heard  of  the  advance  of  the 
Helvetians,  and  of  their  intention  to  qross  the 
Rhone  at  Geneva,  in  order  to  intercept  their 
passage,  he  constructed  a  wall  from  the  town 
along  the  river,  9000  paces  in  length,  and  16 
feet  high,  and  flanked  at  intervals'  by  towers. 
The  Helvetians  howevw  took  a  circuitous 
march,  towards  the  pass  of  the  Jura,  through 
which  the  Rhone  precipitates  its  waters  into 
th^lfiains  of  Gaul;  where,  along  the  narrow 
paths  dT  the  steep  and  precipitous  rocks,  with 
the  torrent  roaring  in  the  golf  beneath,  thejr 
continued  thw  march  unmolested* 

Scarcely  however   had  they  gained   the 
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other  side  of  the  mountains,  and  arrived  in  the 
plains  of  Gaul,  when  Ctesar  overtook  them 
and  commenced  an  attack  on  the  Tigurians 
who  formed  the  rear  of  the  expedition^  which 
Diviom  perceiving  he  advanced  towards  him 
and  said  —  ,,what  hast  thou  and  thy  Ro- 
mans to  do  with  me?  —  let  me  continue  my 
march  in  peace;  or  remember  lake  Lenuim 
and  tremble  lest  I  make  this  ground  no  less 
famous  by  another  defeat  of  the  Romans/^  To 
wiMchCsBsar  replied  -^  ^^The  Gods  gave  thee 
the  victory  th^i,  only  to  increase  the  bitter- 
ness of  thy  present  overthrow.  Nevertheless 
I  permit  thee  to  proceed,  if  thou  wilt  promise 
to  respect  my  allies,  to  restore  what  thy  fol- 
lowers have  plundered  firom  them,  and  deliver 
hostages  for  thy  own  good  faith*  ^^  —  99^0, 
Roman, ^  answered  Di\Hicon,  „we  have  been 
taught  by  our  fathers  to  receive  hostages,  not 
to  give  thenu'' 

On  this  the  Helvetians  resumed  their  maroh, 
though  slowly  and  with  difiBculty,  closely  lol- 
lowed  during  fourteen  days  by  the  Roman  army; 
at  length  inflamed' with  rag|9,  they  suddenly 
tnined  on  their ,  pursuers ,   and  commenced  a 
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genegjt  attack.  The  battle  which  continued 
from  morning  to  sunset,  tooh^  place  in  the 
plains  ofBibract^.  The  Helvetians  fought  with 
^obstinate  bravery,  but  without  skill:  -^  the 
Romans  displayed  equal  valour,  but  their  su- 
perior discipline  and  experience  secured  them 
a  complete  victory.  Defeated  and  in  the  ut- 
qi^t  disorder  the  Helvetians  fled  towards  the 
eminence  where  they  had  left  their  wives, 
children  and  treasures  within  a  bulwark 
formed  of  waggons.  The  enemy  however 
closely  pursued  them,  broke  through  their  bar- 
ricades, and  commenced  a  general  slaughter, 
without  regard  to  age  or  sex.  Numbers,  un- 
willing to  survive  the  loss  of  liberty  and  ha-> 
nor,  destroyed  themselves;  whilst  those  who 
succeeded  in  escaping  were  taken  by  the 
Gauls,  and  delivered  up  to  the  Romans.  To 
the  prostrate  vanquished,  who  came  to  im- 
plore his  clemency,  Csesar  replied;  — «  „throw 
asi^  your  arms,  and  return  to  your  native 
country,  rebuild  your  dwellings,  and  live  con- 
tented, as  formerly,  amidst  your  mountains  and 
under  the  protection  of  your  own  laws:  — 
every  country  is  good  for  man ,   when  man 
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does  not  abitse  itr  ye  shall  not  be  the  fwsalg 
of  Rome,  bat  ker  allies,  and  shall  live  under 
tier  protection*^ 

Overwhelmed  with  shame  and  grief,  thw 
nombeis  reduced  to  scarcely  a  hundred  and 
ten  thousand,  the  Helvetians  returned  to  the 
valleys  they  had  abandoned,  and  erected  new 
habitations,  on  the  ashes  of  thmr  former  hi^ 
me&>  Meanwiiile  C»sar  erected  another  for-- 
fres9,  called  Noviodunum,  the  present  Nyo% 
on  the  banks  of  the  lake  near  Geneva,  to 
I^eep  a  watch  upon  the  Helvetians;  nor  was 
he  satisfied  till  he  had  established  other  gar-^ 
risons  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

In  like  manner  a  Roman  force  was  statio- 
ned at  Octodurum,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the 
Alps,  in  the  lower  Valais,  to  defend  the  road 
leading  across  the  Alps  into  Italy.  At  this 
period  the  inhabitants  of  the  wide  and  exten* 
sive  valley,  traversed  by  the  Rhone  in  its 
fsqurse  to  ^he  lal^e  of  Geneva,  were  living  in 
a  state  of  wild  and  uncontroled  freedom,  no 
less  independant  of  the  Helvetians  than  of  the 
Romans.  Tolls  were  exacted  by  them,  for  what- 
ever articles  crossed  the  Alps;  besides  which, 


they  ^l^rcised  a  predatory  irfstem  of  warfare 
upon  their  neighbours.  As  sooa  as  they  saw. 
the  foreign  troops  establish  themsehres,  and 
erect  fortresses  within  their  territory,  •'they 
poured  in  from  all  sides  ^  commenced  a  fierce 
attack  upon  the  Roman  intrenchments,  and 
succeeded  in  ^nving  me  invaders  out  of  the 
dtuitry.  iThe  Romans  however  returned  soon 
afterwards,  so  strongly  reinforced,  that  all 
resistenCe  was  unavailing.  Their  villages  were 
now  every  where  set  on  fire,  and  about  ten 
thousand  of  those  who  had  armed  in  defence  of 
their  own  and  their  country's  freedom  fell 
victims.  From  this  time  the  Valais  also  be- 
came subjected  to  the  Romans* 

The  Rhetians,  protected  by  their  glaciers 
and  lakes,  alone  imagined  themselves  invin- 
cible. Their  allies  also  who  inhabited  the  val- 
leys of  the  Tyrol,  on  the  banks  of  the  Inn, 
and  the  Vindelieian  or  Swabian  plains,  formed 
for  tj^em  so  many  advanced  posts.  Their  ha- 
bits were  those  of  barbarians]  plundering  all 
they  met,  and  often  issuing  from  their  mountain- 
passes,  in  vast  numbers,  to  attack  and  pillage 
the  neighbouring  towns  of  Italy.     From  the 
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prisoners  they  took,   some  were  seleded  for 
sacrifice  on  tbp  altars  of  their  Gods. 

The  emperor  Augustas,  incensed  at  the 
perpetration  of  such  atrocities,  ordered  two 
armiett  to  penetrate  into  their  formidable  coun- 
try. After  traversing  the  Alps,  one  of  them 
descended  towards  the  Inn,  whilst  the  other 
larossed  the  lake  of  Constance;  after  numtfii- 
rous  sanguinary  battles  they  succeeded  in 
sabdning  the  whole  country.  It  is  recorded 
of  the  Rhetian  women,  that  in  the  heat  of  the 
battle  tibtey  rushed  through  the  ranks  of  the 
combatants,  and  dashed  their  infants  against 
the  faces  of  their  miemies,  to  intimate  that  all 
should  perifl^  with  the  liberty  of  then:  native 
monntainSi 
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4. 

■  ■   I 

The  Roman  dominion  in  Helvilia. 

A.  D.  1—300. 

'■^'  All  however  did  not  perish  ^  though  Hel- 
vetia saw  her  liberty  expire ,  and  herself  sink 
under  the  subjection  of  Augustus,  whose  em- 
pire extended  to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  known 
world.  He  appointed  prefects  and  governors, 
despatched  troops  to  take  possession  of  the 
inhabited  valleys,  and  erected  strong  for- 
tresses to  hold  the  people  in  subjection.  The 
emperor  soon  perceived  that  the  vast,  chain  of 
the  Alps,  and  the  country  of  the  Jura,  would 
form  an  impregnable  bulwark  for  Italy 
where,  in  opulent  Rome,  was  established  the 
seat  of  his  empire. 

The  subjugated  Helvetians  however  were 
treated  with  great  moderation  by  their  con- 
queror; he  left  them  in  the  undisturbed  enjoy- 
ment of  their  own  usages  and  customs;  pro- 
bably less  with  a  view  of  obliterating  the  re- 
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colleetioii  of  thriur  misfortune  and  disgrace, 
than  to  reconcile  them  more  easily  to  his  own 
role  and  antfiority.  He  allowed  them  to  be 
governed  by  their  own  laws,  and  gtsnted  them 
Che  Hioice  of  their  own  magistrates.  When* 
ever  the  interests  of  any  cantoii  in  particular 
were  concerned,  a  chosen  number  of  the  in-* 
habitantar  of  each  canton  were  assembled  to 
deUberaCe  and  decide  concerning  it;  but  the 
power  of  enacting  laws ,  of  establishing  new 
taxes  or  duties,  and  of  making  peace  or  war, 
were  vested  in  the  emperor  alone. 

These  events  happened  at  the  time  that 
Christ  was  bom  in  Judea.  The  successors 
of  Augustus,  for  a  long  period  after  his  death, 
shewed  no  less  favor  to  the  Helvetians;  buil- 
ding aey^ral  new  towns,  and  connecting  them 
by  means  of  wide  and  handsome  military 
roads.  Accustomed  to  a  life  of  greater  ease, 
than  the  poor  and  simple  Helvetians,  the  Ro« 
mans  also  erected  every  where  splendid  buil-i 
clings,  and  places  of  amusement:  they  trans- 
planted  thither  the  fruit-trees  of  Italy,  and 
instructed  the  people  in  various  branches  of 
trade,  of  arts  and  science;  so  that  in  a  short 
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time  lUey  found  themselves  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  degree  of  wealth  and  (»mfort,  entirely 
unknown  to  their  ancestors. 

The  p(ri|^lation  of  many  of  the  small  townsrV 
increased  so  rapidly,  that  they  soon  ime  to 
magnificent  cities,  embellished  with  palaces, 
temples,  baths  and  theatres.  The  city  of  Aven-* 
Ucnm  was  then  at  least  ten  times  more  ex- 
tensive than  the  present  Avenches,  which  partly 
occupies  its  site.  At  that  time  the  vessels  on 
lake  Morat  landed  close  to  the  dty- walls; 
and  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ergelz  and  Rhine, 
where  now  are  situated  the  two  small  villa* 
ges  of  Augst,  stood  the  flourishing  city  of  Au- 
gusta Rauracorum,  whose  ancient  magnificence, 
is  suffideutly  attested  by  its  ruins.  The  most 
extensive  and  splendid  dty  of  all,  however, 
was  Vindonissa,  the  present  Windisch,  in  the 
canton  of  the  Aar:  whose  vast  area,  fonnerly  * 
covered  by  palaces,  castles,  and  fine  snburbi^ 
is  at  present  occupied  by  three  villages  and 
the  town  of  Brugg. 

All  this  magnificence  was  highly  pleasing 
to  the  Helvetians ;  nor  were  they  less  won  by 
the  mildness  and  lenity  of  their  rulers.    They 
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joyfully  paid  the  taxes  and  volnntary  tribute, 
and  placed  their  sons  in  the  Roman  military 
service.  But  amidst  the  charms  of  this  new 
^  mmUmm^  they  wholly ,  forgot  thai^  indepen- 
dtaoM^tu  which  their  fathers  had  so  long  and 
bravely  straggled;  and  without  this  blessing, 
existence,  however  prosperous,  is  but  an  in- 
secure good:  < —  the  song  of  the  captytre  bird 
within  its  golden  cage  is  not  the  song  of  re- 
joidng,  for  its  fate  is  in  its  master's  hands. 

About  70  years  after  the  birth  of  Christ, 
an  emperor,  named  Galba,  was  assassina- 
ted at  Rome,  and  another,  ViteQius,  declared, 
though  not  by  Unanimous  consent,  his  succes- 
sor* The  Helvetians  were  kept  in  ignorance 
of  these  events ;  but  the  commanders  of  the 
Roman  troops,  stationed  in  the  country,  had  re- 
ceived eariy  intelligence  of  them,  and  imme- 
diately  espoused  the  cause  of  Yitellius,  des- 
patdiing  messengers  in  various  directions  to 
collect  sufiBrages  in  his  favon  These  proceed- 
ings excited  the  astonishment  of  the  Helve- 
tiami^  who  imagined  that  a  revolt  was  medi- 
taled  against  the  emperor  Galba.  The  sol- 
dieiB  of  the  garrisons,  on  the  other  hand,  par- 
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ticularly  those  at  Vindonissa,  were  extremely 
ill-disciplined  and  turbulent;  and  among  other 
acts  of  violence 9  they  seized  on  the  pay,  do«- 
stined  fof^the  garrison  of  Baden,  which  vnufk; 
composed  entirely  of  Helvetian  troagH^  To 
avenge  this  outrage,  the  latt^  imprudently  in- 
tercepted the  messengers  and  letters  of  Aulus 
Caecina,  the  governor  in  chief  at  Vindonissa. 

As  soon  as  Caecina  was  apprised  of  this,  his 
Airy  knew  no  bounds:  he  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  own  legions  *—  distinguished  by  the 
appropriate  epithet  of  thefiurious —  and  proceeded 
immediately  to  storm  and  destroy  Uie  fortress 
and  town  of  Baden,  which  had  become  cele- 
brated and  flourishing  from  its  warm  and  sa- 
lubrious springs  on  the  banks  of  the  Linunat; 
he  then  continued  his  devastations  through  the 
country,  defeating  the  Helvetians  in  a  sangui- 
nary battle,  and  chasing  the  fugitives  far 
beyond  the  Botzberg,  a  part  of  the  chain  of  the 
Jura.  In  their  flight  down  the  mountain  thou- 
sands perished  in  a  charge  by  a  numeromi 
body  of  Thracian  cavalry,  which  encountered 
them;   a  few  saved  themselves  in  the  woods 
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and  eaves^  but  all  who  fell  into  the  hands  of 
their  pursuers  9  were  sold  as  slaves. 

But  all  this  carnage  and  destruction  even 

Jk?  was  losufiELcient  to  appease  the  fiuy  of  Csecina; 
«—  hm  omtinued  his  march,  laying  waste  the 
eountrf  on  all  sides  as  far  as  Aventicum.  In 
this  city  lived  Julius  Alpinus,  an  Helvetian 
by  descent  9  and  a  man  of  great  wealth  and 
consideration.  The  merciless  Roman  ordered 
liiffl  to  be  seisied  as  an  instigator  of  the  revolt; 
loaded  him  with  chains,  and  sentenced  him  to 
suffer  death  by  torture.  In  vain  did  number- 
less witnesses  attest  his  innocence;  in  vain 
his  daughter  Julia  Alpinula,  a  priestess  of 
Apollo,  threw  herself  at  the  barbarian's  feet 
to  implore  for  mercy;  neilher  her  tears,  her 
beauty  nor  her  virtue,  could  melt  the  heart 
of  the  savage  warrior  to  pity:  — >  the  old  man 

*  was  doomed  to  undergo  a  horrid  and  ignomi- 
nious death. 

The  whole  country  resounded  with  the 
groans  and  lamentations  of  the  people,  who 
now  too  late  learnt,  that  the  emperor  to  whom 
tiney  had  been  so  eager  to  evince  their  fide- 
lity ^  had  been  assassinated,  and  Vitellius  be- 
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come  tbe  sovereign  of  the  universe.  Ambas- 
sadors^ were  instantly  despatched  to  Rome,  to 
'  invoke  the  clemency  of  the  new  emperor.  In 
tears  and  with  the  most  abject  humility  the^if 
Helvetians  prostrated  themselves  at  his  fbrone 
for  mercy.  The  pardon  they  besought  with 
mch  abject  and  despicable  submissfon,  was 
disdainftdly  granted  to  them,  as  to  vile  and 
n^rable  slaves.  Such  is  the  lot  of  servi* 
tude,  which  prefers  an  existence  of  ease  to 
^  noble  independance! 

But  neither  the  carnage  of  the  Botzberg, 
the  groans  of  Aventicum,  nor  the  ignominy 
they  endured  at  the  foot  of  the  imperial  throne, 
could  rouse  the  ancient  energies  of  the  Helve- 
tians: ^--  so  entirely -had  they  been  subdued 
by  habits  of  luxury  and  ease.  Forgetful  of  the 
past,  they  embraced  the  same  course  of  corrupt- 
ing pleasures;  the  eager  pursuit  of  wealth 
and  refinement  utterly  destroyed  those  nobler 
and  heroic  sentiments,^ which  animate  the  bo- 
isom  of  the  free.  Nothing  could  be  more  ac- 
ceptable to  their  Roman  oppressors,  than  to  . 
find  the  people  thus  contented  with  their  efib- 
minate  and  servile  condition  ^-^  one  so  well 
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calctdated  to  make  them  forget  the  use  of 
arms,  and  oblige  the  cantons,  no  longer  po- 
werfol  firom  any  identity  of  interests,  to  re«- 
cmve  their  measure  of  happiness  or  misery 
from  the  hands  of  Iheu-  rulers. 

But  wo!  to  lEhat  country,  in  which  stran- 
gers pocopy  the  seat  of  justice,  and  whose 
guards  stand  at  its  gates ;  >-^  to  that  people 
who  are  vain  of  the  protection  of  a  foreign 
power  ^  and  live  in  disunion  and  hostility 
among  themselves.  Wo  I  to  those  who  heap 
up  gold,  but  despise  the  ignobler  metal,  iron, 
which  alone  can  ensure  our  lives  and  freedom. 

The  Helvetians  thus  supine  and  defenceless, 
were  opea  to  the  approach  of  every  danger. 
Forgetful  of  the  past,  they  were  alike  inca- 
pable of  anticipating  the  future,  so  that,  rij^e 
for  destruction,  the  dreadful  day  overtook  them, 
brfore  they  had  time  to  perceive  its  approach  r 
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6. 

The  entire  country  falls  a  prey  to  fo- 
reign nationsjr^ 

800 -- 650. 

The  period  we  are  now  arrived  at  was 
pregnant  with  events  of  great  and  momentous 
import  Rome,  whose  dominion  far  ages  had 
emlnraced  the  utmost  limits  of  the  known  world^^ 
in  losing  her  stem  and  noble  virtues,  had  lost 
tlie  main  supports  of  her  stability  and  great- 
ness. Paganism,  powerless  and  prostrate,  be-, 
held  the  altars  of  her  false  gods  abandoned^ 
and  her  votaries  turn  away  to  seek  the  un- 
known but  true  God.  The  light  of  Christia- 
nity which  rose  in  the  east,  pure  and  bright 
as  the  morning-ray,  soon  glowed  in  the  hearts 
of  thousands  throughout  the  known  world. 

It  was  as  a  voice  from  heaven,  proclaiming—* 
as  the  dust  is  impelled  by  the  wind,  so  shall 
tlie  nations  6(  the  earth  be  driven  together, 
that  the  divine  spark  of  the  Christian  faith 
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may  kindle  tod  fi^read  throughout  the  world 
—  the  idols  of  the  heathens  shall  become  as 
dust  and  ashes  —  the  old  shall  pass  away^ 
and  all  things  become  new. 

Soon  wore  seen  issuing  from  the  unknown 
parts  of  the  ^lAh^  from  the  east,  and  from 
the  unconqnered  regions  of  the  north,  num- 
berless nations  impelling  at  the  point  of  the 
sword  all  b^ore  them.  Among  these  were 
the  descendants  of  the  antient  Germanic  tribe, 
the  fierce  and  warlike  Allemanni;  who,  du- 
ring a  warfiEure  of  two  centuries  and  a  half, 
had  successively  penetrated  further  into  tlie 
Roman  territories  towards  the  Helvetic  moun- 
tains, tin  at  length,  like  an  overwhelming  tor- 
rent)  they  broke  through  the  passes  of  the 
Jura,  and  spread  themselves  over  the  whole 
country.  Fxom  the  black-forest  to  the  foot  of 
the  Alps,  all  ws^  laid  desolate  and  waste; 
Aventicnm  and  Vindonissa  saw  their  splendors 
transformed  into  a  heap  of  ruins ;  and  all  who 
escaped  the  sword,  whether  Romans  or  Hel- 
v^ans^  were  made  slaves,  tfhe  AUemanni 
took  possession  of  the  whole  country,  from  the 
a^  the  lake  of  Constance  to  the  lake 
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of  Lucerne  and  the  Aar,  whidi  they  q»portio- 
ned  out  with  its  inl^bitants  and  all  it  contu- 
ned  amongst  themselves.  Devoted  to  war<- 
fare  and  accustomed  to  a  life^<^  freedom,  with 
no  other  concern  but  the  care  of  their  flocks, 
they  despised  cities,  as  the  piMbns  of  the  free; 
hence  every  thing  connected  with  the  Ro- 
mans and  the  earlier  state  of  Helvetia  by  de- 
grees sunk  into  oblivion. 

Soon  after  these  the  countless  hordes  of 
the  Huns  were  seen  issuing  from  the  deserts 
of  Asia,  pillaging  and  devastating  wherever 
they  approached;  their  horrid  and  unhu- 
man  forms  were  equalled  only  by  the  inhu- 
manity of  their  acts.  After  traversing  the  • 
countries  of- Germany,  Gaul  and  Italy,  a  few 
of  this  exterminating  host  penetrated  into  Hel- 
vetia, spreading  themselves  over  Rhetia,  the 
Cantons  situated  on  the  Aar,  the  districts  of 
Augusta,  then  the  chief  town  of  the  Rauraci, 
and  those  of  the  Roman  colony  Basilia  (Basle). 
Never  stationary,  their  progress  was  every 
where  marked  with  fire  and  destruction. 

To  these  succeeded  the  powerftd  race  of 
the  Burgundii,  who  established  themi^ves  in 


Gaol  oneadi  side  of  the  Jura,  in  Savoy,  along 
lake  Leman,  and  in  the  lower  Vala»,  as  fiur 
as  the  Aar;  districts  in  which  French  is  the 
prevailing  language  to  the  present  day.  They 
erected  str^Mog  fortresses,  raised  Geneva  from 
its  nuns,  and^iost  probably  laid  the  founda^ 
tions.of  Ayenches,  iqion  the  ashes  of  Aven- 
,  tiennL  On  the  eminence  which  overlooks  lake 
Leman,  where  once  stood  the  Roman  Lanso- 
mmli,  they  founded  Lausanne,  and  built  nu- 
merous  other  towns  throughout  the  country. . 
The  next  hostile  invaders  were  the  power- 
fill  and  warlike  Gothic  tribes,  who,  entering 
Helvetia  from  the  South,  after  fearlessly  tra- 
versing the  loftiest  Alps,  seized  on  the  fertile 
valleys  and  cultivated  mountains  of  Rhetia, 
as  they  h^  before  on  the  lands  of  Italy.  Their 
doniinion  extended  beyond  the  Wallenstatt  lake 
as  far  as  the  Sitter  rivulets,  in  the  Canton  of 
Appenzell,  and  across  the  St.  Gotthard,  to  the 
valleys  of  Uri  and  Glaris.  The  whole  coun- 
try presented  one  scene  of  violence  and  cruelty. 
The  arts  and  trades ,  which  had  flourished 
before  these  invasions,  the  laws,  customs 
and  language  which  once  prevailed,  had  alto- 


S4 


gether  disappeared.  Even  the  name  oFHelve^ 
tia  fell  into  oblivion  and  nothing  but  the  terri- 
torial of  the  Goths,  Burgondians  and  Alle- 
manni  were  heard  of.  ' 

Every  toi;ni  the  latt^  approached  was  laid 
waste.  Theur  dwellings  eonsisiid  only  of  farms 
and  hamlets  and  their  slaves  of  both  sexes  were 
compelled  to  perform  the  occupations  of  shop-  • 
herds,  hnsbandmen  and  artisans.  To  their 
manumitted  slaves  they  granted  lands  which 
were  unalienable  and  subject  to  tribute  and 
personal  service.  Their  flocks  and  herds  sup- 
plied them  with  all  they  required  for  subsi- 
stence, so  that  the  whole  country  became  one 
vast  common  or  pasture-ground:  the  arable 
and  cultivated  lands  were  abandoned-to  waste 
—  the  furrows  of  the  Roman  plough  over- 
grown with  thickets,  whilst  the  banks  of  the 
Lake  of  Constance  became  covered  with  vast 
forests,  the  retreats  of  wolves  and  bears. 

The  Goths  who  had  seized  on  Upper  Rhe- 
tia,  though  they  preserved  their  warlike  ha- 
bits and  character,  were  much  less  ferocious 
in  their  manners.  The  people,  notwithstanding 
their  state  of  servitude,  were  left  in  the  m^ 


36 


joymmt  of  their  antient  and  national  customs; 
and  instead  of  every  where  destroying  theRo* 
man  fortresses  they  kept  them  in  repair  and 
constructed  others.  From  their  strong  and 
lofty  Castles,  Ihe  I^ords  and  Counts  issued 
their  numdatefl|ibto  the  tributary  valleys  and 
mountaift-pastores,  in  the  name  of  their  sove* 
reign  9  whose  seat  of  Empire  was  in  Italy. 

The  most  humane  among  these  invaders 
were  the  Burgundians.  These  were  satisfied 
with  appropriating  to  their  own  use  a  third 
mily  of  the  conquered  lands  and  slaves;  and 
so  far  from  exterminating  the  early  inhabitants, 
although  tributary  to  them  and  in  their  power, 
they  lived  in  such  amity  together  that  their 
language  and  customs  became  gradually  amal- 
gamated, and  the  conquerors  and  conquered 
became  at  last  one  people.  Even  to  the  pre- 
sent day  they  are  distinguished  from  the  other 
ecffifederates  by  their  dialect  of  the  ancient 
Romanic  which  is  still  spoken  in  the  Cantons 
of  Vand,  Fribourg  and  Neuchatel. 

The  dominion  of  all  these  strangers  how- 
ev^  soon  fell  on  the  approach  of  the 
powerful   and   daring   nation   of  the   Franks, 
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who,  after  traversing  the  Netherlands,  gained 
possession  by  fire  and  sword  of  the  whole  of 
GaoL  They  established  themselves  in  the 
oonqnered  cities  and  denominated  the  whole 
country  after  themselves  France.  As  they 
approached  the  Rhine,  they  encountered^  the 
forces  of  the  Allemanni,  whose  fate,  after  nu- 
merous and  severe  conflicts,  was  at  length  in 
a  drejidful  battle  decided  for  ever;  all  who  dwelt 
on  the  Rh^e,  in  Swabia  and  Helvetia,  were  couk 
pelled  to  submit  to  the  dominion  of  the  victors. 

Soon  afterwards  the  Burgundians  also  fell  a 
prey  to  the  other  hostile  nations,  by  internal 
dissensions,  and  the  corrupt  habits  of  their 
princes.  The  Goths  seized  on  Geneva,  and 
the  Burgundian  Alps,  whilst  the  Franks  took 
possession  of  their  other  territories. 

The  latter  however  alone  maintained  the 
advantages  they  had  gained;  for  as  soon  as 
the  power  of  the  Goths  had  sunk  in  Italy, 
their  dominion  on  the  other  side  of  the  Alps 
also  sdon  ceased.  The  King  of  the  Franks, 
Dietbert,  immediately  set  out  at  the  head  of 
his  warriors,  and  soon  made  himself  master 
of  Rhetia  and  the  rest  of  the  country. 
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Thus  (he  whole  of  Helvetia ,  after  the  po- 
litical vicissitades  of  600  years  again  came 
under  the  sceptre  of  a  single  power,  as  it  had 
fona^Iy  hem  during  the  dominion  of  the  Ro- 
mans. 


6, 

The  Fran^  —  their  dommion  and  ad-« 
ministration  in  Helvetia. 

560-900. 

A  division  of  the  country  was  now  made 
by  its  new  masters ,  into  two  parts,  either 
because  they  had  obtained  possession  of  it  at 
different  periods,  or  because  its  inhabitants 
presented  a  diaractpristic  difference  in  the  lan- 
guages they  spoke.  Thus  Rhetia  and  the 
Thurgau,  the  settlements  of  the  All^nanni 
in  which  German  was  the  current  language, 
were  united  to  Swabia.  At  that  time  the 
Thurgau  comprised  the  country  situated 
between    the  I^ake   of   Constanq^   and   the 
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Rhine,  the  Aar  and  St.  Gothaid.  On  the 
other  hand  those  districts  in  which  the  II4K 
manic  was  the  prevailing  language,  or  that 
portion  of  the  country  which  had  been  won 
from  the  Burgundians,  as  Geneva,  the  Valais, 
Neuchatel ,  and  the  present  oonntry  of  Berne, 
Soleure,  Fribourg  and  Vaud,  were  united  to 
Savoy  under  the  denomination  of  Jjittle  Bur- 
gundy. 

The  powerful  Frankish  kings,  as  chiefe  of 
A  warlike  people,  constituted  the  internal  ad- 
ministration of  a  country  as  they  were  accu- 
Btomed  to  organize  their  army.  They  appoint- 
ed a  General  in  chief  at  the  head  of  a  large 
province ,  the  individual  divisions  or  Cantons 
of  which  were  administered  by  commanders 
or  Counts;  these  cantons  were  again -subdivi- 
ded into  ext^isive  domains  to  be  conferred 
either  absolutely,  or  by  way  of  flef,  on  such 
warriors  as  were  distinguished  for  their  valor. 
For  money  behig  extremely  scarce  in  those 
times,  it  was  usual  for  monarchs  to  reward 
the  services  of  their  warriors  by  gifts  of  land; 
which,  when  situated  within  a  conquered 
eountry ,   whose  inhabitants  were   accounted 
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(only  as  slaves,  inclnded  the  population,  hoo- 
fies^  fams  and  cattle;  for  as  the  slave  was 
himself  the  property  of  his  master  and  obliged 
to  pay  tribute  for  whatever  he  had  the  use 
of,  he  could  not  retain  any  property  or  pos^ 
sessions  in  his  own  right  Rhetia  and  Thur- 
gau  were  governed  by  the  Duke  of  Swabia 
or  Allemannia,  and  the  rest  of  the  country 
come  under  the  sway  of  the  Dukes  of  Little 
Bmgandy. 

Thus  was  the  entire  country  parcelled  out 
with  its  population  and  produce;  and  such  por- 
tions as  the  king  had  not  bestowed  on  his 
munts,  nobles  and  warriors,  remained  his, 
and  were  administered  in  his  behalC  The  in- 
d^endant  Franks,  small  as  their  numbers  were, 
alone  constituted  what  could  be  termed  the 
nation;  the  multitude  of  vassals,  destitute  of 
civil  rights,  and  dead  to  every  nobler  senti- 
ment, were  incapable  of  resistance  or  defence, 
and  unworthy  ^  of  being  reckoned  amotig  the 
numb^.  The  situatipn  of  these  serfs  was  at 
first  so  wretched,  that  their  masters  had  the 
power  of  punishing  them  at  their  pleasure ,  of 
giving  them  away,  of  selling  theip  or  eypu 
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patting  them  to  death  with  impunity.  They 
were  considered  more  like  cattle  than  humaa 
beings;  their  intercourse  was  unsanctioned  by 
religious  rites,  and  their  progjsny  became  the 
property  of  Ae  owner  of  the  mother  when  tha 
father  belonged  to  a  different  master.  Such 
was  the  state  of  cruelty  and  biM^barism  which 
preyailf^d  at  those  early  periods. 


7. 

The  Christian  Religion  penetrates  into 

Helvetia. 


In  the  midst  of  the  darkness  of  the  age, 
several  holy  men^  v  the  messengers  of  God, 
reached  Helvetia,  to  preach  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  j;o  the  pagans,  and  to  announce  to  them 
Christ  crucified^  These  were  either  soldiers, 
who  in  other  countries  had  received  the  word 
of  eternal  salvation,  or  men  of  distinguished 
Tftiik,  often  princes,  who  renounced  the  plea* 
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sores  of  the  world  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  holy  Apostles,  and  profess  Christ  among 
the  hea&ens. 

It  is  asserted  that  even  in  the.  time  of  the 
Roman  dominioB,  scarcely  200  years  after  the 
birth  of  our  Savioor,  a  prince  named  Lucius 
had,  amidst  the  greatest  perils,  sowed  the 
seeds  of  Christianity  in  Rhetifu  At  a  later 
period  other  preachers  arrived  among  the  Bur- 
gundians  and  AUemanni  in  the  Thurgau,  who 
assembled  around  them  the  pious,  baptizing 
both  young  and  old,  in  the  name  of  God. 
They  founded  small  Christian  communities, 
built  many  churches  and  chapels,  established 
eonvents  for  the  promotion  of  civilization  and 
religious  knowledge,  and  appointed  bishops  to 
superintend  the  other  teachers  of  the  Christian 
faith  and  communities.  Even  before  the  do- 
minion of  the  Franks  we  find  a  bishop  of 
Coire  in  Rhetia,  a  town  first  mentioned  only 
towards  the  end  of  the  Roman  dominion:  other 
Irishes  were  established  at  Augusta  Rauraco- 
mm,  Vindonissa,  Aventicum,  as  well  as  at 
Geneva  and  Octodurum,  (probably  the  pre** 
sent  Martigny)  in  the  Valais. 
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All  these  Christian  bishopricks^  howev^y 
were  fiot  pennanently  established  in  the  dties 
mentioned:  many  were  transferred,  during  the 
long  series  of  cnielties  and  devastation  which 
prevailed,  to  mcnre  tranquil  and  secure  places; 
^-<  thus  the  episcopal  see  was  removed  from 
the  ancient  ruins  of  Augusta  td  Basle;  those 
of  Aventicum  and  Vindonissa,  to  Lausanne 
and  Constance,  and  that  of  Octodumm  to  SioD 
in  the  upper  Valais^ 

But  the  good  work  of  conversion  did  not 
proceed  with  true  ardor  and  zeal,  till  the 
Franks,  who  had  already  embraced  the  Chri- 
stian faith,  became  masters  of  the  country. 
At  that  period,  protectimi  was  affcMrded  to  the 
preachers,  the  bishops  wbre  held  in  reverence, 
and  the  convents  and  churches  enriched  by 
votive  gifts.  For  the  support  of  the  clergy  a 
tythe  of  the  products  of  the  land  was  impo- 
sed; while  voluntary  offerings  increased  the 
solemnity  and  splendor  of  public  worship. 
As  money  was  at  this  period  very  scarce,  it 
was  preferred  to  give  in  payment  the  produc- 
tions of  the  soil  or  portions  of  the  land  itself. 
Whatever  was  thus  given  for  the  support  of 
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{mas  institutioiis  was  viewed  not  ^  as  gifts  to 
nMMtid  man  but  rather  as  a  loan  to  God  and 
the  saints,' the  objects  of  reverence  and  wor-^ 
ship,  which  was  to  secure  to  their  donors 
eternal  joys  after  their  death.  In  this  manner 
the  possessions  and  revenues  of  the  churches 
and  convients  gradnally  became  very  great 

Meanwhile  the  ccmstant  arrival  from  fo-^ 
reign  eountrios  of  other  preachers  of  the  cross 
effected  the  extirpation  of  the  last  remains  of 
paganism*  For  the  thick  forests  which  borde-^ 
red  die  lake  of  Zurich  and  the  remote  and 
momitaiii-vaUeys  were  long  inhabited  by  men, 
little  superior  to  savages,  and  who  wore  enti-^ 
rely  ignorant  of  the  true  God.  They  sacrifi-* 
<9ed  to  tiheir  idols,  either  mi  the  high  moun-* 
fains  or  in  obscure  and  solitary  forests,  hor- 
ses or  other  victims  taken  from  their  flocks 
and  herds.  At  the  beginning  of  a  new  year 
tliey  uttered  all  scats  of  frightful  cries  and 
noiseg^  to  drive  away  evil  spirits,  witches  and 
enchanters;  whilst  at  the  commencement  of 
the  spring  they  kindled  immense  bonfires  on 
the  tops  of  the  mountains  as  thankoflferings 
to    Aeir   benevolent    deities.     The   supposed 
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power  of  spirits  and  witches  Was  a  constant 
(source  of  torment  and  fear  to  these  poor,  be- 
nighted pagans:  they  believed  in  all  sorts  of 
prognostics  and  divinations,  in  the  good  and 
evil  influence  of  particular  days,  and  innumer- 
able other  superstitious  delusions. 

Those  pious  and  good  men  therefore,  who 
proclaimed  the  tidings  of  salvation  to  the  hea- 
thens, were  deserving  of  the  highest  venera- 
tion and  esteem.  Amongst  their  number  was 
Siegbert  who  arrived  from  the  country  of  the 
Franks  to  spread,  amidst  the  wilds  of  Rhe* 
tia,  the  doctrines  of  Christ;  in  the  wild  moun- 
tain-recess, where  at  present  stands  the  Con- 
vent of  Pisentis,  he  erected  his  oratory.  Cal- 
lus, the  most  zealous  of  the  Christian  teachcore^ 
Columban  and  Mangold,  long  preached  the  doc- 
trines of  Christianity  in  the  country  which  bor- 
ders the  Aar  and  Reuss  and  the  lake  of  Con- 
stance. The  first  of  these  finally  fixed  his 
hermitage  in  a  soUtary  mountain-valley,  by 
the  lake  of  Constance;  where,  in  honour  of 
his  memory,  was  afterwards  erected  the  Con- 
vent of  St.  GalL  Amidst  the  lofty  moontains 
which  border  the  lake  of  Lucerne  the  pious 
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first  annoanced  the  word  of  God; 
and  in  the  Finsterwald,  or  dark  forest,  (kq 
the  banks  of  the  Sihl,  at  the  spot  where 
at  present  is  situated  the  Convent  of  Ein- 
sJedehi,  he  built  his  celL  On  the  hill  near 
Zurich  a  Duke  founded  an  ecclesiastical  col- 
lege which  he  endowed  with  extensive 
possessions  at  the  foot  of  the  Albis.  An- 
other monastery  was  built  by  his  brother 
nestt  the  lake  of  Lucem,  at  a  place  where 
onoe^  most  probably  in  the  time  of  the  Ra- 
mans ^  stood  a  lighthouse,  to  serve  as  a  bea- 
con to  vessels  during  the  night,  and  where 
at  present  is  situated  tho  city  of  Lucern ;  — * 
and  soon  afterwards  the  wealthy  Count  Bero 
erected,  not  far  from  the  same  place,  a  new 
monastery  or  convent,  which  to  the  present 
day  is  called  from  his  name  Berominster. 

It  would  be  an  endless  task  to  mention 
all  the  pious  works  of  this  period.  The  poor 
pagan  inhabitants  saw  on  every  side  sacred 
edifices  springing  up:  by  day  they  hefurd  the 
word  of  salvation  and  the  cross,  and  at  night 
they  listened  to  the  hymns  and  prayers  of  the 
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monks  in  their  cells.  Aiunated  with  love,  for 
the  divine  truths  they  thus  constantly  heard, 
they  hastened  to  receive  baptism  and  become 
Christians. 

Christianity  however  did  not  at  first  pre- 
sent any  very  favorable  picture:  «—  the  con- 
versions were  too  numerous  and  precipitate 
and  the  preachers  were  sometimes  as  ignor- 
ant and  rude  as  their  hearers.  To  merit,  .the 
name  of  Christian  it  was  sufficient  to  have 
received  baptism  and  attended  the  churchy  to 
have  learnt  a  prayer  and  to  make  the  siga  of 
the  cross;  in  other  respects  the  convert  prob« 
ably  retained  all  the  savageness  of  manners 
and  superstitious  errors  of  paganism.  The 
saints  were  frequently  merely  substituted  for 
their  false  divinities,  and  ancient  pagan  festi- 
vals  continued  to  be  celebrated  under  Chri- 
stian names,  whilst  the  fear  of  the  evil  spi- 
rit was  a  much  stronger  principle  of  action, 
than  the  love  of  God.  The  sinner  thought  by 
a  regular  observance  of  the  appointed  ceremo- 
nies, and  by  gifts  to  the  churches  and  con- 
vents,   to  purchase  eternal  felicity  at  an  easy 
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rate,   and  to  secu^  himself  against  the  po- 
wers of  darkness. 

Still  the  new  religion  was  not  wholly  un^ 
productive  dP  good:  the  brightness  of  day 
must  ever  be  preceded  by  the  obscurity  of 
dawn.  The  idea  of  the  true  and  only  Crod,  a 
belief  in  eternal  rewards  and  punishments,  and 
the  consolatory  thought  that  we  are  all  the 
ehildrea  of  the  same  heavenly  father  ^  were 
every  where  received^  Many  pious  priests 
and  bishops  by  the  good  examples  they  affor- 
ded in  their  domestic  lives  -*-*  for  at  tUs  pe- 
riod marriage  was  not  forbidden  to  the  clergy—* 
greatly  edified  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
munity* Many  of  the  Christian  lords  began 
to  shew  more  lenity  and  kindness  to  their  vas- 
sals 9  and  personal  rights  were  accorded  to 
numbeis  of  the  slaves,  which  rendered  their 
lot  more  supportable.  Schools  were  formed  in 
many  of  the  convents,  where  the  books  of  the 
ancient  sages  were  collected  and  transcribed; 
for  the  art  of  printing  was  unknown  till  many 
centuries  later.  From  hermits  and  monks, 
who  in  their  wild  retreats  had  cleared  the  fo- 
rests,  and  rendered  the  ground  fit  for  tillage, 
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the  people  learnt  the  9^  of  agriculture  and 
a  belter  system  of  rural  economy:  allotments 
were  also  made  of  those  lands  which  before 
had  been  enjoyed  in  common,  nistead  of  the 
miserable  wooden  hovels  they  had  hitherto  in- 
habited, the  people  learnt  the  method  of  bur- 
ning lime  and  the  art  of  constructing  dwel- 
lings of  stone*  They  also  acquired  the  art  of 
weaving,  which  enabled  them  to  make  dres- 
ses of  cloth  instead  of  their  former  ones  of 
linen  or  skins.  It  was  about  this  period  also, 
that  the  vine  was  first  planted  on  the  hills  , 
which  border  the  lakes  of  Geneva  and  Zurich. 
All  these  ameliorations  it  is  true  were  less 
the  work  of  the  monks  ihan  of  the  Franks, 
who  on  gaining  possession  of  the  country  in- 
troduced their  own  domestic  economy,  their 
ploughs  and  oxen,  and  received  from  the  king 
grants  of  li^d  with  slaves  of  both  sexes  for 
its  cultivation* 


49 


Helvetia  is  united  to  the  Garman  Em- 
pire. —  Other  cities  built 

900  --  1200« 

The  power  of  the  kia^  of  France^  which 
longf  exceeded  that  of  all  the  other  monarchs 
of  the  time^  attamed  its  highest  pitch  in  the 
peraon  of  Charl^nagne.  He  caused  himself 
'  to  be  crowned  at  Rome,  Emperor  of  the  Ro- 
BMUifiiipire,  the  re-estal(Iishment  of  which  he 
meditated;  and  ia  assoming  the  title  of  Em- 
peror he  wished  to  insinuate  that  idogs  them- 
jseivw  were  placed  under  his  rule.  But  his 
dnldren  and  grandchildren,  many  of  whom  were 
m^i  of  feeble  powers  of  understanding,  were 
perpetually  involved  in  differences  with  each 
other,  and  as  each  of  them  aspired  to  a  part 
in  the  sovereignty,  the  vast  empire  founded 
by  their  ancestor  was  entirely  dismembered. 
One  took  possession  of  France,  another  of  Italy, 
and  a  third  of  Germany,  each  commencing  a 
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continued  and  destractivwivarfare  against  tho 
other.  In  consequence  of  this  dismemberment, 
thtit  part  of  Helvetia,  which  had  previously 
belonged  to  the  Dutchy  of  Swabia,  was  now 
incorporated  with  the  German  empire. 

This  number  of  kings,  and  the  continued 
wars  in  wliich  they'  were  plunged,  produced 
every  where  great  disorders  and  confusion. 
The  provincial  Governors  established  by  the 
kings,  such  as  the  dukes  and  counts,  avaOed 
themselves  of  this  disturbed  state,  to  aggraiidize 
their  power,  and  govern  according  to  their 
own '  pleasure.  At  their  death  they  did  not 
hesitate  to  nominate  their  sons  as  their  suc- 
cessors, considering  the  offices  they  had 
been  invested  with,  as  hereditary  fief^'  or  ns 
their  own  exclusive'  right.  The  Duke  of  S wabia 
shook' off  all  the  ties  of  dependance,  whilst' the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  usurped  the  title  of  king. 
Jmt  as  the  dukes  haii  braved  the  authority  of 
their  sovereigns,  the  counts  also  in  turn  revolted 
against  them,  maintaining  their  oWn  troops 
and  assuming  a  petty  despotism  towards  all 
their  inferiors.  Nor  were  the  bishops  altogether 
inactive.  Being  held  in  the  highest  consideration 
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and  possessing  grlit  power  within  their  dio-^ 
ceses,  they  thought  fit  to  imitate  the  example 
of  the  dnkes^and  counts,  threw  off  the  secular 
anthority,  assumed  the  helmet  and  sword,  and 
pnt  themselves  at  the  head  of  their  troops. 
This  conduct  of  the  bishops  with  rei^erence  to 
the  dokes  and  counts  was  repeated  at  Home 
by  the  Pope  towards  emperors  and  kings.  He 
not  only  assumed  an  authority  over  them,  and 
Hie  Inshops  and  clergy  within  their  empires, 
but  ultimately  over  their  subjects  also. 

In  consequence  of  this  subversion  of  the 
established  order,  the  lords  and  counts,  ap- 
pointed to  govern  in  Helvetia,  troubled  them- 
selves very  little  about  the  dukes  of  Sfwabia; 
they  assumed  a  regal  authority  and  seemed 
to  stand  in  awe  of  none  but  the  German  em- 
perors^  whom  they  courted  and  flattered  when- 
ever they  thought  by  their  means  they  might 
strengthen  or  aggrandize  their  power.  Nor 
were  they  ever  united  among  themselves,  unless 
when  menaced  by  any  great  and  common 
danger. 

Such  a  case  presented  itself  at  the  period 
when  the  Emperor  Henry,  sumamed  the  Fowler, 
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idliGceeded  to  the  crown  of  the  German  em- 
pire, when  a  fierce  and  warlike  nation  issuing 
from  the  East  and  the  shores  of  (be  Black  sea 
presented  themselves  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube. 
This  innumerable  host,  all  of  whom  were  mount- 
ed, was  known  under  the  name  of  Hungarians. 
They  overran  by  turns  Germany  and  Italy, 
burning  and  destroying  wherever  they  came. 
Neither  rivers  nor  mountains  could  arrest  their 
progress;  the  only  places  that  escaped  were 
the  strong  fortresses  and  castles,  for  they  were 
altogether  ignorant  of  the  art  of  besieging. 

(A.  D.  900.)  The  Emperor  commanded 
therefore,  that  all  (he  large  inhabited  commun- 
ities throughout  the  country  should  be  sur- 
rounded with  walls,  ramparts  and  moats,  as  a 
protection  against  the  fury  of  the  invaders.  In 
this  manner  Zurich,  from  its  situation  on  the 
lake,  and  St.  Gall  and  Basle,  as  being  frontier- 
places,  were  encompassed  with  strong  walls, 
constituting  as  it  were  common  fortresses  to 
which  all,  in  case  of  need,  might  fly  for  the 
security  of  their  lives  and  property.  A  ninth 
of  the  free  and  nobler  class  of  inhabitants,  but 
at  the  same  time  the  least  afiSuent,  were  required 
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to  occupy  these  national  fortresses,  to  undertake 
their  ddfeoce  in  case  of  wajr,  and  (^ect  their 
internal  policy  in  times  of  peace.  This  was 
the  origin  of  cities  and  their  corporate  coun- 
cils; and  such  of  the  nobles  as  were  appoint- 
ed to  the  governmejorf;  of  those  towns  were 
call^  Patridans.  ' 

In  imitation  of  this  example,  many  similar 
foftified  towns  soon  sprung  up;  as  Lucern, 
Soleore,  and,  at  a  later  period,  Schafhausen; 
the  better  of  which  was  built  at  the  spot  where 
the  Rhine  is  precipitated  over  the  rocks,  and 
whidi  fooned  the  landing-place  once  occupied 
by  the  dwellings  of  the  boatmen*  What  had 
taken  place,  in  German  tfelvetia,  happened 
also  in  the  Burgundian;  the  emperors  finally 
incorpwating  it  with  the  German  empire  and 
nominatiiig,  as  imperial  governors,  the  Dukes 
of  Zabringeu.  To  the  ancient  cities  of  Geneva 
and  Lausmme,  which  ahready  existed  in  this 
portion  of  the  country,  the  Imperial  governor 
Berthold  added  Fribourg,  whidi  he  built  as  a 
defence  against  the  powerM  and  refractory 
barons  and  counts  of  the  country :  an  example 
which  was  not  lost  upon  his  son,  the  founder 
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of  the  town  of   Bern,    which  he  built  in  a< 
peninsula  formed  by  the  winding  of  the  rivw 
Aar. 

These    and    other  towns  which  arose  in 
different  parts  —  for  every  place  whose  situa- 
tion was  open  to  attack  was  now  fortified  and 
surrounded  by  walls   ^-^  received   the  same- 
poUtical  organization  and  rights  as  the  more 
ancient  cities  of  Germany,    The  husbandman 
and  artisan   who  established   their  dwellings- 
in  the  town  were  admitted  to  the  privileges 
of  citizens ;  but  they  were  required  to  be  ready 
with  pike  and  sword  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, to  contribute,  to  the  taxes,  and  be  provided- 
in   cases  of  fire,  with  a  bucket  to  assist  in 
extinguishing  it;  for  at  that  period  not  only- 
the  houses  in  the  villages,  but  those  also  in 
towns,  were  constructed   of  wood  only.    On 
matters  of  great  importance  a  general  assembly 
of  the  citizens  was  convened;   but  the  details 
of  the  administration  were  left  to  a  council, 
diosen  by  the  citizens,  and  presided  over  by 
a  mayor  or  burgomaster.     Causes   of  minor 
import    were    heard    and  determined   by  the 
city-council ;  bat  the  higher  criminal  jurisdict- 


M 


55 


i(m  was  vested  in  the  peilspn  of  the  Imperial 
governor  or  in  the  representative  of  the  ab- 
bot, or  coiiiit,  or  whoever  filled  the  supreme 
office  within  the  city.       . 

.The  secuiity  which  these  intrenchments 
afforded  from  every  hostile  "attack,  induced 
great  numbers,  to  repair  to  the  towns;  by  this 
incretase  of  population,  trades,  commerce  and 
tlieiiiech^nical  arts,  soon  began  to  flourish. 
IbrketB  were  established,  at  which  the  pea- 
sant could  dispose  of  the  surplus  afforded. by 
his  lands  and  flocks,  in  exchange  for  tho 
goods  which .  the  industry  of  the  citizen  had 
prepared.  The  comforts  of  the  latter  augmented 
with .  hi^  activity  and  invention.  The  conse- 
quent ease  and  prosperity  which  prevailed 
sc^tened  and.  civilized  their  manners;  whilst 
their  unity  and  growing  strength  made  them 
rei^iected  by.  the  b^ons  and  nobles  immured 
within  their  insulated  castles,  and  forts.  Dukes, 
kings  and.emperors,  when  travelling,  sojourned 
with  pleasure  in  the  cities,  to  enjoy  the  com- 
forts they  afforded;  granting  to  the  people  in 
return  an  extention  of  their  rights  an4  privileges. 
.   .  The  countfif  and  other  nobles  of  the  country 
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howev^  viewed  with  envy  the  growing  im- 
portance of  the  towns,  and  employed  every 
means  to  angm^it  their  own  power  and  re- 
venues; they  served  with  redoubled  zeal  the 
different  princes,  dukes  uid  convents,  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  additional  fiefs  and  lands;  or 
Gommraced  a  system  of  petty  warfare  against 
their  neighbours,  to  enrich  themselves  by  plunder. 
Many  however,  who  were  better  acquainted 
with  their  own  interest,  mitigated  the  oppressed 
and  slavish  condition  of  their  subjects,  and 
viewed  with  satisfaction  the  gradual  increase 
of  population  on  their  estates;  for  as  the  country 
Avith  all  that  the  soil  contained  or  produced 
had  by  conquest  become  their  property  or  fle^ 
they  now  distributed  those  portions  of  the  land 
that  were  arable,  or  which  afforded  pasture^ 
to  the  families  of  the  inhalntants,  who  were 
required  in  return  to  pay  a  certain  rent,  to  contri- 
bute a  tithe  of  the  produce,  and  be  ready  to  peiu 
form  personal  service.  Hence  the  number  of 
villages,  hamlets  and  farms,  constantly  augment- 
ed; for  on  every  house,  erected  within  the  seig- 
niorial domains,  a  tribute  was  exacted,  consisting 
of  a  certain  number  of  hens  and  eggs.    At 
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Che  death  of  every  thrall  who  kft  a  family, 
his  children  were  required  'to  present  to  their 
lord^  i^  to  Ae  reli^ous  establishment  to  which 
they  belonged)  the  best  dress  the  deceased  po^ 
sessed,  together  with  the  best  article  of  furniture, 
and  the  best  beast  in  the  stable.  After  this 
payment  of  the  rights  of  escheat,  the  remainder 
was  retained  by  (he  family  as  their  own  pro- 
petty  and  inheritance. 

In  this  manner  were  the  revenues  of  the 
fendal  lords  augmented  by  the  services  and 
tribute  drawn  from  their  bondsmen.  They 
retained  possession  also  of  all  the  unappropriated 
lands  comprising  mostly  those  overgrown  with 
forests,  firom  which,  according  to  iheir  pleasure, 
they  supplied  their  vaisisals  and  tributary  tenants 
with  die  wood  they  required;  the  latter  received 
also  eithar  aii  a-boon,  or  on  paymentof  a  cer- 
tain tribute,  permission  to  gather  aooms  to 
fiUten  their  swine,  and  die  right  of  pasturage 
as  fiur  as  the  boundaries  of  the  neighbouring 
handet  or  village.  —  Without  Ate  permission 
of  thdr  lord  no  one  was  authorized  to  fell  the 
trees,  or  bum  and  clear  the  woodlands,  in  order  to 
convert  them  into  arableor  meadow-land.  But  as 
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the  lord  of  fhe  manor  viewed  witii 
the  mcrease  of  the  families  on  his 
and  the  erection  of  additional  faites,  with  a 
view  of  promoting  tiiis  he  allowed  the  timber 
of  parts  of  the  forest  to  be  felled,  and  re- 
ceived in  return  an  annual  ground-rent  and 
a  tax  for  clearage.  The  names  of  many  pla- 
ces as  Schwanden,  jSdiwendi,  Reuti  and  Ruti, 
still  bear  traces  of  the  origin  of  those  rents 
for  felling,  burning,  and  clearing  away  the  trees 
of  (he  forests.  But  these  dearers  and  cnlti- 
vators  qS  the  soil,  if  not  previously  free,  re*> 
mained  bondsmen  as  their  fathers  had  been, 
and  all  they  possessed  was  considered  as  the 
property  of  their  lord*  For  they  had  received 
on  loan,  not  merdy  the  land,  but  the  timber 
requisite  for  their  dwellings  and  stables,  the 
seed  for  sowing,  the  plough  and  waggon  for 
the  labors  of  the  field ;  a  hatchet  and  ladder 
for  those  within  doors;  the  first  cows  in  the 
stall,  the  first  sow  and  pigs,  and  in  the  fiurm- 
yard,  the  first  cock  and  hens.  For  this  reason 
they  were  required  to  fMiy  a  tax  on  every  ar- 
ticle, to  afford  their  services  in  the  field  fiir 
their  lord,  and  transport  the  products  to  his 
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castle;  to  pay  rent  and  tithes  from  their  own 
crops^  and  other  oontributidns  in  likien,  chfnae, 
pouLtiy  and  -eggs.  Such  was  the  origin  of 
the  towns  and  numerous  villages  of  Switsseriand. 


9. 

Farther   details  relative  to   the  towns 

and  feudal  lords. 

1200  ~  1290. 

In  proportion  as  the  condition  of  the  peasant- 
ry improved,  the  revenues  of  the  nobles,  ab- 
bote,  and  other  rulers,  were  augmented  by  the 
mnneniiis  rents  they  received*  This  class  how- 
ever, leaohedr  an  extraordinary  degree  of  in- 
dqpendanoe  and  power  cm  the  extinction  of 
the  .family  aS  the  dukes  of  Zahringen;  for 
whm  the  dignity  and  office  of  imperial  Go- 
venuv  or  .Viceroy  ceased  to  be^hereditary  it 
was  .confisrred  on  different  counts*  From  this 
period  the  ehidb  were  no  ionger»apprehensive 
of  the  undue  power  and  supremiacy  of  any  one 
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of  their  peers,  for  as  all  were  alike  eHgiUe, 
ibtff  all  acpiied,  and  h<q[>ed,  to  beeome  thefint. 
Many  of  the  noble  and  distingaiflhed  families, 
who  flourished  at  this  period,  have  long  been 
extinct.  The  Counts  of  Savoy  enjoyed  vast 
possessions,  fiefs  and  privileges  in  the  Valais 
and  Pays  de  Vaud,  where  the  bishop  of  Lao* 
sanne  exercised  also  all  the  sway  of  a  petty 
prince.  The  dominion  of  (he  Counts  of  Neo- 
chatel,  who  granted  extensive  immunities  to 
the  town  of  the  same  name,  extended  both  to 
the  French  and  German  territory,  on  the  lake 
of  Bienne,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Aar  and 
Thiele.  T4ie  C^Mints  of  Kyburg,  whose  rule 
extended  Scorn  Zxtnch  to  the  lake  of  Constance, 
and  who  built  within  Iheir  own  territories  the 
town  of  WiHterthnr,  and  that  of  Diessenhitf 
on  the  Rhin^  were  the  most  pewerM  hnrdft 
in  Helvetia.  The  Counts  of  Habsbui|^  who 
dwelt  in  the  Canton  of  thp  Aar,  and  who  were 
long  the  possessors  of  an  extensive  domain 
situated  on  the  site  tf  the  antient  Vindonissa, 
were  then  far  inferior  to  them ;  afterwards  how- 
ever they  became  not  only  the  patrons  oi  dm 
rich  Abbey  of  Seddngen,  to  whidi  great  tef* 
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tiliineB  were  attadied  in  the  Canton  of  Cla- 
ris^ but  possession  also  obtained^  by  fpqr 
of  fie^  of  the  ancient  Bnrgondian  ooontjr  of 
R«e.  This  county  extended  as  far  as  Mdr^ 
wiiire,  two  centuries  bdinre,  the  wife  of  a 
Count  of  Habsburg  (then  also  Count  of  Al« 
teDhng)  had  founded  a  Benedictine  Abbey. 
On  the  extinction  of  the  family  of  the  Counts 
^  Kore,  their  possessions  fell  to  the  Counts 
of  laizboi^,  from  whom  were  descended  the 
CoQQts  of  Baden,  and  whose  vast  wealth 
uigmented  so  gready  the  rank  and  power  of 
tbe  house  of  Habsburg. 

The  Counts  of  RapperSwyl  who  buUt  the 
tawh  of  this  name,   situated  on  the  borders  of 
die  the  Lidie  of  Zurich,  enjoyed  also  exten- 
sive iiAn^ce  and  coiurideratioii  in  the  territory 
borderoq;  otttRhetia;  these  however  were  sur- 
psflsed  by  the  wealthy  Counts  of  Toggenburg, 
whose  family*'4BiMision  stood  on  a  rock  not  far 
from  the  Convent  of  Fischingen.   It  was  from 
a  window  of  this  lofty  castle  diat  Count  Henry 
of  Toggeoibarg  precipitated  down  (be  rode,  in  a 
flMmient  of  jealousy,  his  beautifid  wife  Ida,  at  per- 
ceiving her  weddingHring,  (^diieh  had  been  car- 


riedofF  from  an  open  window  by  a  nvenvDd 
dfltoed)  on  the  finger  of  one  of  his  menials. 
Ida  however,  who  in  her  fall  had  sacceeded 
in  laying  hold  of  some  shrubs  which  overhang 
the  abyss,  was  happily  saved  and  her  inno- 
cence acknowledged  by  all.  No  longer  capable 
of  dierishing  an  affection  for  such  a  husband— 
for  not  satisfied  with  the  summary  vengeance 
inflicted  npon  her,  he  caused  also  the  inno- 
cent servant  to  be  dragged  to  death,  at  the 
tail  of  a  wild  horse.—  she  retired,  to  end  her 
life,  in  a  cell  at  Fischingen. 

The  names  of  many  other  noble  famiUes 
might  be  mentioned,  who  enjoyed  extensive 
power  at  that  period;  as  the  Counts  of  W«r- 
denberg  and  Sargans,  those  of  Sax,  of  Hont- 
fert,  Vatz  and  Rluezuns  in  upper  Rhetia,  and 
others  b6th  in  Grermanic  and  Buigundian  Hel- 
vetia. But  who  would  desire  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  all  those,  of  whom  nothing  re- 
mains but  the  obscure  recollection  of  their  end- 
less wars,  and  the  tradition  of  their  atrocious 
cruelties,  associated  with  the  fragments  of  their 
ruinous  and  rock-built  castles? 

Many  however  of  these  ancient  and 


iopifihed  families  had  already  become  extinct 

in  ike  times  of  whidi  we  are  epeaUiig.  dftjaas 

iuwened    particalarly   during    the  CroMles, 

viuQ  it  was  thought  to.  be  a  duty,  prescribed 

tah  by  religion  and  honor,  to  undertake  a 

pilgrimage,  sword  in  hand,  to  Jerusalem,   to 

Uirer  the  holy  sepuldu^  from  the  hands  of 

^  infidels.     From  every'  Christian  country 

iiMieQse  hosts   of  these  armed  pilgrims,  dis* 

^oished  by  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  tiieir 

^ireaS)  assembled  and  proceeded,  at  all  seasons 

^if  the  year,  towards  the  holy  land.  Young  and 

^  princes  and  princesses,  kings,  emperors 

^  mins,  every  class,  age  and  sex,  hastened 

^  join  the  banners  of  the  cross.    But  of  the 

^VQHods  who  embarked  in  these  Crusades 

'^  m^  w^  the  number  of  those  who  re- 

^'^nieU  The.  greater  part  either  died  on  the 

J^^^iOkey,  or  perished  in  Asia  and  Africa,  from 

'^^^i^ty  disease,  pestilence,  leprosy,  and  the 

^ord,  or  iSll  into  the  hands  of  the  infidels. 

^y  noble  )adies  were  in  this  mamier  re- 

^^Ked  to  widowhood,  and  ntumb^less  mothers 

l^diildless. 

Bat  that  which  proved  so  fruitSil  a  source 


64 


of  ruin  to  the  class  of  nobles,  served  to  ume^ 
lio|tf»,.11ie  condition  of  the  enslaved  popukuimi 
of  =«e  villages,  and  even  that  of  the  citizens. 
The  former  were  treated  with  greater  human- 
ity, to  induce  them  to  remain  quietly  at  home 
and  prevent  Aeir  seeking  emancipation  by  join^ 
ing  the  army  of  the  crusaders,  and  a  higher 
degree  of  freedom  and  particular  privileges 
were  conceded  to  them,  with  a  view  of  render^ 
ing  them  fit  to  bear  arms  in  the  wars  at  home; 
whilst  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  were  enriched 
by  the  exercise  of  the  various  trades  necessary 
for  the  furnishing  of  arms,  clothing  and  provi- 
sions fJMr  the  endless  expeditions  to  the  holy 
land.  An  extensive  commerce  was  carried  on 
through  Hungary  as  fiur  as  Greece,  and  from 
the  ports  of  Italy  to  Egypt  and  the  countries 
of  the  East  Basle  and  Zurich  were  at  this 
period  particularly  flouridhiing;  —  the  former 
already  imp<Nrted  wine  from  Cymns  and  the 
latter  had  commenced  the  manufacture  of  silk^ 
an  urtictle  at  that  period,  of  great  cost  and  rarity* 
In  proportion  as  the  comforts  mid  wealth 
of  the  rising  towns  augmented,  the  eiiizeoA 
were  eager  to  increase  their  rights,    and  to 
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extend,  by  new  purchases,  the  boondaries  of 

dirir  towns.  They  successively  shodK  off  theii^ 

Viesshreand  sovereign- authority  i^  the  biflli[i|b^ 

Mote  and  monasteries,   to    whose    dominion 

they  had  so  long  been  subjugated^  and  pre«- 

faiedto  place  themselves  under  the  inimediate 

poteetion  oS  the  German   empire,  so  as  to 

Mfamdedge  no  other  head  but  the  emperor, 

*  tbe  representative,  deputed  to  act   in  his 

ottft  The  people  of  Soleure  rendered  them- 

sdves  independant  of  the  ancient  Ursine  eon- 

vett  which  had  exercised  an  extensive  influence 

ia  their  municipal    affiurs  from  the  share  it 

i"Ui  had  in  the  foundation  of  the  town.    The 

*^oriaI  rights  possessed  by  the  Abbot  of 

^  rich  Convent  of  AU-Samts,  within  the  town 

of  Scliafliansen,  were  exercised  by  his  deputy. 

B®  was  permitted  however  to  nominate  only 

^  half  of  the  municipal  coondl,  the  dtizens 

^viog  reserved  to  themselves  the  dioice  of 

^  other  halt  It  was  not  long  however,  before 

^ancce^edin  freeing  themselves  altogether 

^^  the    Convent  'in   civil    affairs,    facing 

^l^oiuselves,  as  the  olher  towns  had  done,  under 

^  protection  of  the  Empire.  — *  The  people 

^  Bade  adopted  a  similar  course  with  respect 
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to  their  bishop,  obtaimng,  by  degrees,  an  entire 
injjBp^idaiice,  and  acknowledging '  no  authoriijT' 
biipthat  of  the  Empire,  whose  protection,  hy 
imperial  favor  and  indulgence,  it  obtained,  a» 
Bern  and  Fribourg  had  before.  ; 

Many  of  the  smaller  towns,  as  opportunitiogl 
offered,  followed-  the  example  afforded  thein,' 
by  the  larger  ones.  Nor  were  they  less  adrmt 
in  arailing  themselves  of  the  troubles  in  which 
the  Empire  was  at  this  time  involved.*  If  any^ 
of  the  potentates  or  nobles,  to  whom  they  owed 
allegiance,  stood  in  need  of  money,  the  pnblie 
treasury  was  open  to  them,  and  in  times  df 
great  danger  the  citizens  were  ready,  sword 
in  hand,  to  make  common  cause  with  thenu 
!nieir  household-arrangements  were  regulated 
with  strict  economy,  but  where  the  general 
welfare  was  concerned,  a  feeling  of  liberality 
was  altogether  as  predominant.  Hence,  though 
their  own  dwellings  offered  but  a  simple  or 
mean  appearance,  the  public  edifices,  as  the 
town-halls  and  churches,  were  large  and  sta-^ 
tely  buildings.  The  laboring  classes  vied  with 
each  other  in  furnishing  superior  goods,  and 
spared  no  pains,  which  industry  or  reflection 
coold  suggest,  to  improve  their  particular  tradesb 
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Corporate  bodies  also  careftiUy  watched  against 
bad  or  impofect  workmanship,  so  that  evmfy 
branch  of  business  became  luorative  and  i^i$k^ 
otable,  and  none  aspired  to  appear  above  his 
real  condition  in  life*  Piety,  loyalty  and  in-* 
dnstry,  prevailed  within  the  dwellings  of  the 
boighers;  justice,  prudence,  and  a  spirit  of  dis« 
int^rested^ess,  in  the  senate.  None  were  de-' 
wous  to  live  at  the  public  cost,  but  if  any 
were  so  needy  as  to  require  assistance,  num- 
bers were  ever  ready  to  lend  it  and  C(nitribute 
their  share  in  suppwt  of  every  useful  establish- 
ment 

By  these  means  the  size  and  importance 
of  the  towns  were  greatly  augmented ;  they 
acquired  valuable  immunities,  extensive  lands, 
right  of  levying^ tolls,  and  numerous  other  ad- 
vantages. All  strove  therefore  to  place  them^ 
selves  under  the  immediate  protection  of  the 
Empire  and  to  free  themselves  from  eveiy  other 
control.  This  would  enable  them  to  elect  their  own 
government  and  judges,  and  to  take  the  affiturs 
of  the  state  into  their' own  hands:  the  tribute 
exacted  by  the  Empire  for  the  enjoyment  of 
these  advantages  was  therefore  joyfully  paid. 
The  authority  of  the  Emperor  was  exetcns^ 


68 


by  an  imperial  governor,  to  whom  was  con- 
fided the  right  of  dedding  in  all  criminal  mat- 
tm$^  in  a  general  assembly  of  the  people;  for 
as  a  foreigner,  his  decisions  might  reasonably 
be  expected  to  be  pronounced  with  more  inoH 
partiality  than  where  one  citizen  should  have 
to  decide  concerning  another.  In  case  of  war 
the  towns  nominated  some  intrepid  and  powerful 
noble,  to  whom  a  certain  salary  was  allotted, 
as  protector  or  general  in  chief,  and  with  a 
view  of  promoting  their  mutual  safety,  they 
firequendy  concluded  alliances  with  each  other 
and  with  the  imperial  towns  in  Swabia  and 
on  the  Rhine. 

Thus  after  a  long  interval  of  dependance 
and  bondage  the  dawn  of  freedom  once  more 
<qpened  upon  the  towns,  though  surrounded 
with  monasteries  and  baronial  castles;  ^-^  as 
if  despotism,  whether  of  foreign  or  domestic 
growth,  were  inc^Nible  of  thriving  on  the  soil 
of  Switzerland,  where  liberty  has  fixed  her 
abode,  as  the  eagle  has  placed  its  nest  among 
her  wild  Alpine  peaks. 


10. 

Of  the  different  races  in  flie  Moontains 
of  Schwyz,  Appenzell,  Rhetia  and  in 

ihe  Yalais. 

laOO    —    1290. 

IMiiiid  the  lakes,  at  fbe  foot  of  die  lofty 

^  where  ages  before  (he  last  of  the  CSn- 

hri  hid  taken  refoge  (most  probably  after  (he 

Ronuui  victories),  still  dwelt  their  deseendants, 

^ivfcoBjr  separated  from  the  rest  <^  the  wo^L 

Keilher  AUenann,  Borgimdiaii  nor  Frank  had 

®^v«Btiired  to  p^ietrate  into  these  barren  and 

^^liitfiil  deoMs,  where  the  Bradienboren  or 

P^tauBts  of  the  marges,  mdisCarbed,  had  so 

l<^  eontinned  to  graze  their  flocks  and  herds 

^dst  nnfieqnoited  and  unknown  mountains. 

'^o  castle  was  seen  to  crown  thefar  rocks,  nor 

fown  to  enliven  their  valleys*     For  a  loi^ 

P^^iod  they  possessed   only  a  single   dinrdi 

"itaited  in  the  Valley  of  Haotta,  to  whidi  die 
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people  repaired  from  Schwyz,  Unterwalden 
UrL  The  inhabitants  of  these  three  valley^ 
^rere  of  one  common  descent,  and  as  they  ha^ 
only  one  church,  so  they  had  for  a  long  periocf'^ 
only  one  common  government,  com)[>osed  of 
^he  most  experienced  and  worthy  men  chosei^ 
from  amongst  themselves. 

The  population  however  having  graduaUy 
become  too  numerous,  each  district  erected  its 
own  church,  selected  its  own  Landamman, 
or  President,  and  formed  a  separate  Council 
•  and  Court  of  Justice.  But  though  they  no 
longer  formed  one  Community,  they  continued, 
in  matters  of  importance,  to  act  as  an  undivided 
state.  At  a  subsequent  period  the  inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  Unterwalden  above  the  forest 
of  Kemwald  separated  thdr  interests  from 
those  who  dwelt  in  the  villages  below  it, 
and  both  districts  retained  from  that  time 
a  distinct  Council  and  Tribunal.  The  for- 
mer, or  Obwalden,  by  ancient  usage  was 
required,  probably  as  having  been  once  the 
more  populous,  to  contribute  twice-  as  much 
to  tiie  expenses  of  the  community  as  the  latter 
or  Nidwalden.    This  at  length  became  equally 
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(Bkfiroiis   and    unjust,    as  both  districts  were 

^qnaUy  rich   and  poWerfoL    But  though  thus 

wpurtted  they  did  not  fail  on  great  oecasions 

to  Doite  their  interests,  so  as  to  form,  as  before, 

tot  one  Community.    None  but  the  Emperor 

li^  BOW  any  pretensions  to  sovereignty  through' 

<Mit  the  whole  country,  whilst  the  people  on  their 

pvt  were  highly  satisfied  to  enjoy  the  favour  and 

'?wtection  of  this  powerful  prince.  Whenever  any 

^■■toiial  division  arose  among  themselves  they 

^^^^  consented  to  choose  one  of  the  nobles 

•f  fte  Empire  to  act  as  arbiter;  giving  how- 

'^^  the  preference  on  such  occasions  to  one 

^  the  Counts  of  the  house  of  Lenzburg. 

Ihere  still  existed  among  them  vast  deserts 
^  unfrequented  Alpine  valleys,  which,  as 
^  were  not  appropriated  or  claimed  by 
'^oy?  were  ^naidered  by  the  emperors  as 
iBVQfial  domains.  They  therefore  occasionally 
^^oiiferred  on  the  Barons  or  Monasteries,  either 
meonditional,  or  by  way  of  fief,  grants  of  cer- 
'^  portions  of  such  unappropriated  lands.  As 
^ooa  as  these  wastes  were  cleared  and  rendered 
Iiftkifable  by  cultivation,  the  peasants  were 
n^ured  to  pay  certain  rents  for  them  to  the 
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Kings,  to  the  Coonts  of  Lenzborg  and  Riqp- 
perswyl^  to  the  Churches  of  Einsiedein,  Zurich 
and  Beromunster,  or  to  whomsoever  the  lands 
had  been  granted  by  the  Emperor*  Conrad 
of  Seldenbnren,  a  pious  Baron  who  was  living 
at  this  period,  built  a  Convent  named  Elngel- 
bei^,  situated  in  a  wild  mountain-valley  of 
Unterwalden,  at  the  jfoot  of  the  lofty  and  snow- 
clad  Titlis:  —  an  act  of  piety  so  acceptable 
to  the  pope,  that  he  took  the  Convent  under 
the  immediate  protection  of  the  holy  see. 

The  Convent  of  Blinsiedeln,  situated  in  the 
same  wild  region,  was  however  still  more  an- 
cient and  wealthy*  The  flocks  of  the  Abbot 
ranged  the  pasturages  of  all  the  neighbouring 
mountains ;  for  it  was  to  his  convent  that  the 
whole  of  these  uncultivated  wastes  had  fop- 
merly  been  granted*  The  she{diera8  of  Sdiwya, 
ignorant  of  every  transaction  beyond  their  own 
immediate  dwellings,  for  a  long  time  knew 
nothing  of  this  grani,  and  only  heard  of  it 
during  a  dispute  which  arose  between  them 
and  the  Abbot,  in  consequence  of  the  tatter's 
having  sent  his  flocks  to  graze  on  the  mouiiii- 
tains  they  had  inherited,  time  out  of  mindy  froooi 
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their  ancestors.     The  emperor    before  whom 
fhe  abbot  had  carried  his  complaint,  confirmed 
the  clttms  of  the  convent    This  deoiaion  oc- 
Gaaooed  great  astonishment  among  the  inha- 
hitBnts  of  Schwyz  who  .dedared  Ihemselves 
no  ki^  in  need  of  the  protection  of  the  em- 
peror and  the  empire,  since  they  had  ceased 
to  take  care  of  their  rights.    The  people  of 
^  and  Unterwalden,  who  had  espoused  their 
<!iOK^held  a  similar  language,  and   refiised 
■  ^  manner  obedience  to  the  emperor.  The 
"*  littor  was  so  incensed  at  this  that  he  imme- 
'■stdy  ontlawed^them;  and  ordered  the  bishop 
tf  Constance   to  issue  his  decree  of  excom* 
maoication    against    the   whole   country,    by 
.  wkifiti  every  bell  was  forbidden  to  be  sounded 
^  Dm  holy  auinriment  no  longer  Administered, 
^  Aqr  dieiM  .  again  acknowledge  the  em- 
penr%  aulliority.  The  inhabitants  of  Schwyz, 
l^vwever,  were  not  at  all  intimidated  by  this; 
ea  the  contrary  they  obliged  their  priests  to 
V^'km  divine  service  as  usual,  driving  those^ 
^^ refused,  out  of  the  country:  so  that,  not- 
^"^tbitanding  the  Bishop's  anathema,  their  flocks 
^^W  not  less  thriving,    nor  the  soil  less  pro* 
'     '     ■  4 
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ductive  in  the  articles  with  which  they  were 
accustomed  to  supply  the  markets  of  Zurich 
and  Lucem.  But  when  the  emperor  satr 
himself  in  danger,  and  in  need  of  brave  sol- 
diers for  his  wars,  he  dispatched  the  count  of 
Lenzburg  to  them  again,  who,  addressing  them 
in  the  name  of  his  master,  said :  „Brave  men 
are  ever  dear  to  the  emperor,  -^  join  in  his 
wars,  as  your  fathers  have  done,  and  be  no 
longer  concerned  about  the  discourses  of  your 
priests.''  On  this  about  600  of  their  young 
men  marched  with  him  to  join  the  standard' 
of  the  emperor  and  share  in  the  glory  and 
spoils  of  his  wars;  nor  did  anyone  henceforth 
heed  the  denunciations  of  the  priests. 

In  the  Alps  also,  which  border  the  lake  of 
Constance^  a  numerous  and  independant  po- 
pulation long  dwelt  under  fher  imperial  ^o- 
tection.  The  abbot  of  St.  Gall,  who,  from  m 
remote  period  had  enjoyed  extensive  posses- 
sions in  this  region, .  and  whose  lands « were 
cultivated  by  a  numerous  train  of  vassals,  de- 
nominated „servants  of  the  house  of  God"  often 
came^  whilst  personally  engaged  in  superintend- 
ing the  interests  of  his  convent,  to  a  spotai^ 
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tufeted  on  the  banks  of  the  Sitter,  at  the  foot 
^  a  lofty  rock, /Where  he  had  erected  his  dwell- 
ii^g  add  his  celL    In  process  of  time  others 
i^^pftred  to  this  spot,  gradually  forming  settle- 
Bents  there,  and  calling  the  place,  on  account 
^  the  abbot's  cell,  Appenzell ;  a  denomination 
^^i^  at  length  was  extended  to  the  whole 
of  litis  mountainous  district.    The  abbot  de- 
'^PW  to  another  his  authority  over  his  vas- 
^  tot  the  independant  subjects  of  the  em- 
F"*  at  Appenzell,  Hundwyl,  Urneschen  and 
"Baftn,  following  the  example  of  the   free 
P^e  who   dwelt  on  the  lake   of  Lucern, 
^^from  amongst  themselves,  with  the  sanc- 
uon  and  under  the  protection  of  the  emperor,  a 
I^^iMlaBiman,  a  council  and  tribunal,  and  had 
A  ^vernor  appointed   by  the   empire.     The 
attote  of  St  Will,  however,   by  purchase  and 
^ttion   gradually    acquired  most    extensive 
rights  over  the  whole  country,  and  at  last  even 
the  imperial  tribute,  usually  paid,  was  ceded 
to  fliem  by    the    emperor,    as    also  the  ju- 
risdiction  in  criminal  affairs,   and   the  sove- 
nigiily.  over  the  four  imperial    little    states. 
ABloBg  however  as  the  old  established  liber- 

4* 


76 


ties  of  the  people  remained  inviolate,  it  seen 
equaUy  indifferent  to  them  whether  they  p 
the  annual  tribute  to  an  imperial  govef 
or  to  a  powerful  abbot  On  the  other  h\ 
the  convent  of  St.  Gall,  satisfied  with 
immense  revenues  it  drew  from  the  van 
taxes  and  tributes,  made  no  attempt  to 
vade  the  ancient  and  hereditary  liberties 
the-  pastoral  inhabitants;  and  that  its  c 
vassals  might  not  remain  altogether  infe 
to  the  other  inhabitants,  the  abbot  gran 
them  the  right  also  to  elect  their  own  La 
ammauj  and  conferred  on  them  several  o( 
privileges.  This  indulgenoe  was  intended 
a  recompense  for  tlie  fidelity  and  bravery  ^ 
whidb  they  had  so  often  assisted  the  war 
abbots  in  their  wars. 

This  general  prosperity  an!d  coQtent,  hi 
ever,  was  little  congenial  with  the  wretc 
condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rhe 
Alps;  where  the  innumerable  and  rodk-l 
castles  of  the  counts  and  barons  domini 
every  valley,  like  a  chain  of  Slavery  about 
neck  of  their  country.  There,  with  desp 
sway,  reigned  the  bishop  of  Coire, .  the 
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flCDiseiitiS)  and  Pfeffers,  the  counts  of  Bre- 
genz,  Werdenberg,  Montfort,  Metsh  and  Misox, 
the  ri(A  barons  of  Hhezuns,  Mortalt,  AspcF-^ 
niont^  Vatz  and  numberless  others*  The  town 
of  Coire  alone  enjoyed,  under  the  sovereignty 
rf  its  bishop^  a  few  valuable  rights ;  here  and 
ftere  also  some  remote  valley,  as  that  of  Pre- 
gdl  on  the  borders  of  Italy,  retained  certain 
•wieat  and  prescriptive  privileges;  everywhere 
^  ,ind  most  of  all  in  those  parts  where  the 
Bonanic  language  prevailed,  the  people  w6re 
tt  that  period,  and  long,  afterwards  tributary 
ttid  sunk  in  the  most  abject  state  of  vassalage. 
Ae  Valaisans,  whose  language  was  German, 
^Qoe  retained  that  degree  of  freedom  in  their 
(snas  and  villages  which  they  possessed  at 
^  omquest  of  the  country  by  the  Franks. 
^  people  were  said  to  have  been  descended 
^  an  Allemanic  tribe  who  sought  refuge  in 
^  eoontry  during  the  Crothio  dominion,  and 
^ed  in  the  remote  Alpine  vallies,  such  as 
^emgged  Avers,  Brettigau,  and  the  Rhine- 
H'ald  at  [the  foot  of  the  glaciers  of  the  Rhine. 
^  was  they  who  first  cleared,  and  rendered 
'^ttile,  the  firightful  wastes  of  Davos,  which 
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were  given  to  them  as  fie&,  by  the  baron  of 
Vatz.  .       * 

Many  counts  and  barons  ruled  in  like  man- 
ner, in  the  Valais,  where  the  town  of  Sion 
upheld  with  great  difficulty  its  municipal 
rights^  under  tho  administration  of  a  Burgo- 
master and  coundL  In  lower  Valais  the  count 
of  Savoy  reigned  for  a  long  period,  and  the 
bishop  of  Sion  in  upper  Valais.  The  moun- 
taineers, however,  who  inhabited  the  valleys  and 
communes  of  the  latter,  whose  language  was  a 
dialect  of  the  German,  and  who  possessed  also 
brave  and^erman  hearts,  preserved  the  prin»-^ 
itive  freedom  transmitted  to  them  by  their  an* 
cestors*  They  divided  the  country  into  sevea 
tithings  from  the  deputies  of  which  w^re 
composed  the  provincial  coundl^  which^  waS; 
presided  over  by  a  Captain-general  chosen  by 
themselves.  Governed  by  their  own  laws,  they 
continued  to  graze  their  flocks  and  herds  from 
the  borders  ^f  the  Rhone,  almost  to  the  eternal 
snows  whence  it  takes  its  rise. 
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The  emperor  Rudolf  of  Habsburg.  — 
Machinations  of  his  son  Albert. 

1290  —  1307. 

At  this  period  no  diief  iu  Switzerland  was 

so  esteemed   for  his  humanity,  prudence  and 

yalor,    as  Count  Hadolf  of  Habsburg.     His 

caaile  was  situated  on   the  mountain  called 

Wulpebberg  in  the  canton  of  the  Aar;  ho 

w«a  governor  of  the  towns  of  Aarau,   Baden, 

MelGngen,  Diessenhofen,  Sursee   and  several 

^'^^cieu  The  inhabitants  of  Sdiwyz,  who  were 

\        ft  ploy  t#  tuimnlt  and  disorder,  in  consequence 

^  the  eonteM  then  carrying  on  between  the 

^"^i^eror  and  the  pope,  invited  him  to  become 

^^^  also.    Uri,  Schwyz,  and  Zurich,  had 

^ady  bceii  induced  to  form  an  alliance  for 

^utoal  defence,   against '  the  usurping  barons, 

^Osconced  within  their  castles,  and  Zuridi  in 

^^  manner,   selected  Count  Rudolf  for   its 

*^neral  in  diief. 
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Rudolf  though  no&vorite  with  the  dtiasdbs  o^ 
Basle,  was  less  obnoxious  to  them  than  the  otiheir' 
nobles,  his  friends  and  companions  in  arms^ 
who   once,   during  the  time  of  the  carnival^ 
conducted  themselves  so  imprc^erly    towardar 
their  wives  and  daughters,  as  to  ^ve  rise  top 
several  encounters,  in  which  many  of  the  au-* 
dacious  young  nobles  fell   under   the   seveire 
correction  of  the    citizsens.     Irritated  at  the 
ignominious  treatment  experienced  by  his  friends, 
the  count  of  Habsburg  advanced  toward  Basle 
with  a  numerous  army,  intending  to  chastise 
tlie    dtizens:    but   his   hostile  designs    were 
arrested  no  less  suddenly  than  unexpectedly. 
On  the  death  of  the  emperor,  the  dukes  and 
princes  of  Germany^  after  long  disputes  as  to 
who  should  suceeed  to  the  throne,  at  length 
determined  in  &vour  of  count  Rndolf  of  Habs- 
burg; —  a  choice  they  were  induced  to  make, 
from  the  declaration  of  the  elector  of  Cologne, 
that  he  was   „wise  and  just,   and  beloved 
of  God  and  man.'' 

When  the  citizens  of  Basle  heard  that 
their  enemy  was  raised  to  the  imperial 
throne,    they    threw    open    their    gates    and 
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advanced  with  every  d^nonstration  of  respect, 
to  invite  him  and  his  troops  to  enter  the  iAty, 
a  mutual  reconciliation  ensued,  and  joy  and 
mrfoBe  filled  every  heart  The  principal  an* 
tiiflrities  of  the  tovims  and  provinces  hastened 
to  Bragg,  in  the  canton  ef  the  Aar,  to  offer 
their  homage  and  felicitations  to  Rudolf  and 
the  new  empress. 

The  emperor  hovirever,  though  seated  on 
dtt  irst  throne  in  Christenobm,  and  inhabiting 
KfiBtant  and  foreign  country,  continued,  through* 
nt  his  life,  attached  to  the  people  of  his 
<!OQntry.  He  conferred  new  honors  ^on  its 
>><iUlity,  granted  additional  privileges  to  its 
toWBgj  or  confirmed  by  his  royal  word,  those 
^  already  enjoyed.  To  Zurich,  SchaRiausen, 
^  Sobnre,  he  granted  the  right  of  appoint- 

• 

^  their  own  judges,  and  of  being  governed 
^  by  their  own  code  of  laws;  the  towns 
^  Laupen  and  Lucern  were  admitted  to  the 
^e  privileges,  as  those  enjoyed  by  Bern, 
^d  Lucern  was  decreed  to  hold  immediately 
fivm  the  empire  only.  To  the  town  of  Biennc 
n^ere  extended  the  municipal  rights  enjoyed  by 
Basle,  whilst  the  citizens  of  Aarau  were  held 
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amenable  to  none!  but  their  own  mayor  or  diief 
magistrate;  similar  prerogatives  were  confored 
on  the  towns  of  Winterthur,  Diessenhofen,  and 
others.  To  the  three  Waldstetten  cantons  he 
confirmed  in  perpetuity  the  right  of  holding 
unconditionally  from  the  empire,  whilst  tlie 
bishop  of  Lausanne,yfand  the  abbot  of  Einsiedfiln, 
were  devated  to  the  dignity  of  princes  of  the 
Empire*  In  Roman  Helvetia,  where  the  coonts 
of  Savoy  exercisM  an  unlimited  power,  he 
reestablished  by  force  of  arms,  the  royal  an* 
thorily  •->-  protected  Lausanne  and  Fribuig 
from  the  dominalion  of  Savoy,  and  declared 
all  ftose  places  free,  and  under  the  protection 
of  the  (empire,  that  had  previously  enjoyed 
these  privileges. 

In  token  of  gratitude  for  all  these  gracious 
acts,  the  different  towns  and  -districts  wen^ 
instantly  ready  with  money  and  troops  to 
render  him  assistance. 

After  his  death,  however,  and  when  his 
son  Albert  had  ascended  the  throne,  affairs 
presented  a  totally  different  aspect  This  prince 
soon  discovered,  that  his  great  aim  was  the 
aggrandizement  of  his  own  possessions  by  ap- 
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firopmiting    to  himself  those  of  others;   his 
known  disregard  for  the  established  rights  of 
the  towns  and  districts  exeited  general  anxiety 
and  alarm.  In  anticipation  of  the  dangers  which 
liarored  over  them,  the  people  of  Uri,  Schwyz, 
and  Unterwalden  held  a  general  assembly,  at 
wlnch^ey  concluded  a  perpetual  alliance,  and 
nafndly  swore  to  defend  their  lives  and  pro- 
fMty  against  every  aggressor,  and  to  assist  each 
ofliMr  on  every  emergency'  with  council  and 
tnis;  hence  they  acquired  the  designation  of 
conEederates.     The  bishop  of  Constance,  the 
^'OQiit  of  Savoy,  vnth  other  nobles,  as  weU  as 
^  abbot  of  St.  Gall  and  the  town  of  Zurich, 
Motored  into  a  similar  league  with  a  view  of 
^^J^Qsing  the  designs  of  the  emperor;  whilst 
^Gennan  princes,  who  bore  an  equal  degree 
^f  etmnfy  towards  Albert,  did  not  hesitate  to 
^^^^  another  sovereign  in  the  person  of  Adolph 
^  Nassau.     Throughout  the   country  hostile 
f^es  were  formed  and  conJBUcts  ensued  bet- 
^^Q  the  partisans  and  enemies  of  Albert  of 
Austria.     Bern    espoused   the  cause  of   the 
coont  of  Savoy,   and  concluded  an   alliance 
with  Fiiburg  and  Soleure.    Albert,  howovers 
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lost  no  time  in  advandng  at  die  head  of  ma 
Anstrian  army.  He  first  invaded  and  laid  waste 
the  territories  of  the  bishop  of  Constanoe^  and 
in  a  sanguinary  battle  which  he  gained  over 
Adolph,  despoiled  the  newly  elected  Emperor 
of  his  crown  and  life.  On  this  the  confederates 
of  the  Waldstetten  despatdied  deputies  to  Al*; 
bert  at  Strasbourg,  imploring  him  to  oontinm 
to  them  that  protection  of  their  ancient  rights^ 
which  bis  magnaminous  father  had  offered 
them.  The  equivocal  answer  they  received, 
that  it  was  his  intention  soon  to  propose  to 
them  some  change  in  their  condition,  spread 
the  greatest  alarm  in  all  the  confederate  cantons* 
The  cry  of  war  soon  resounded  throughout 
the  oountry,  from  Soleure  to  lake  Xieman. 
Such  of  (he  barons  and  counts,  as  were,  in' 
alliance  with  the  emperor,  and  cherished 
the  greatest  hostility  towards  the  towns  and 
their  growing  power,  advanced  to  the  attacdc 
of  Bern.  The  brave  citizens  however,  sap- 
ported  by  an  auxiliary  force  from  Soleure  and 
other  places,  under  the  command  of  the  veteran 
Ulrich  of  Erlach,  totally  defeated  the  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  in  the  battle  of  Donner^ 
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Imhel^  taidiig  and  destroying  afterwards  many 
of  tlie  castles  and  fortresses  belonging  to  the 
nobles;  escploits  which  gained  for  the  town  a 
lirilliairt  celebrity  throughout  Hdvetia. 

On  this  the  emperor  himself  advanced 'into 

the'ccrantry  and  encamped  on  a  hill  opposite 

to  Ziiri<^  from  whence  he  could  command  a 

view  of  every  part  of  the  town.  The  citizens 

howover,  although  prepared  to  offer  a  vigorous 

rcnteice,  refused  to  shut  their  gates  but  sent 

to  inform  him   of  their  readiness  to  acknow- 

Mg9  him  emperor,  provided  he  consented  to 

rec(qpu8e  their  rights  and  li))erties«   Conscious 

^lie  had  brought  with  him  no  battering  train 

^  posecute  a  siege,  and  perceiving  so  nume- 

rottui  armed  force  within  the  town  —  for  even 

thewoneii  had  taken  up  arms  -^  Albert  abandon- 

^  lus  hostile  intentions,   and  confirmed  the 

^^teadance  and  rights  of  the  city.    As  to 

teconfedorates  of  the  Waldstetten,  he  communi- 

c^  to  them  his  desire  of  seeing  them  af- 

^Ktumate  children  to  his  royal  house,  and  that 

thqr  would  best  consult  their  own  interests  by 

phdog  themselves  as  faithful  subjects  under 

die  protectifHi  of  Austria.  He  despatched  Her- 


86 


mann  Gessler  of  Bnii^egg,  andBeringer  kiugfat 
of  Landenberg,  who,  contrary  to  ithe  custom 
of  the  imperial  governors,  immediately  took 
op  their  abode  in  the  country;  the  latter  at 
the  royal  castle  uearSamen  faiObwalden,  and 
the  former  at  a  fortress  erected  by  himself- in 
the  territory  of  Uri.  The  tolls  were  now  raised^ 
the  most  venial  fault  punished  with  imprison* 
ment  and  the  severest  penalties,  and  the  f  eagle 
treated  with  hadghty  insolence  and  contend 
Once,  as  Gessl^  was  riding  past  the  new** 
ly-built  house  of  Stauffacher  in  the  village  of 
Steinen,  he  scornfully  exclaimed:  „Is  it  to  be 
endured  that  the  clownish  class  of  peasants 
should  erect  3uch  handsome  houses?"  On  an- 
other .  occamon  when  Arnold  Anderhalden,  of 
Mekhthal  in  the  territory  of  Unterwalden,  was 
sentenced  for  some  trivial  offence,  to  forfeit 
a  yoke  of  fine  oxen,  a  servant  of  Landen- 
berg's  unyoked  the  oxen  himself*  from  the 
plough,  remarking  —  ,,that  boors  might  draw 
their  own  ploughs.''  This  language  so  incensed 
the  young  Arnold,  that  he  levelled  a  blow  at 
the  man,  which  broke  two  of  his  fingers,  and 
then  immediately  fled  into  the  mountains.   To 


87 


revenge  this  offence^  an  order  was  issued  by 
liandenberg,  by  which  the  aged  father  of  Ar- 
nold was  sentenced  to  have  both  his  eyes  put  out« 
On  the  other  hand,  those. who  became  the 
partisans  of  the  governors  and  were  subser-^ 
yient  in- every  thing  to  their  wills,  received 
marks  of  favor  and  indulgence,  and  were  de- 
filared  in  every  contested  matter  to  be  in  the 
rights  The  immediate  patronage  of  these  petty 
deseqpots  however,  did  not  in  every  case  shield 
these  who  presumed  to  avail  themselves  of  it, 
for  wicked  and  criminal  purposes*  Thus,  when 
the  governor  of  the  castle  situated  in  the  is- 
land of  Sdiwanau,  in  the  lake  of  Lowerz,  had 
dishonoured  a  young  girl  of  good  family  in 
Arth,  the  brothers  avenged  her  wrong  by  putting 
liim  to  death.  In  like  manner,  whpn  the  young 
lord  of  Wolfenschiess  inUnterwalden,  the  friend 
of  Landenberg,  saw  the  beautiful  wife  of  Con- 
rad of  Baumgarten  at  Alzellen,  and  finding  her 
husband  was  absent,  desired  in  the  most  re- 
volting terms  that  she  would  prepare  him  a 
bath,  she  called  her  husband  firom  the  fields, 
and  having  related  to  him  what  had  passed,  he 
sacrificed  to  his  rage  the  licentious  young  noble 
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whilst  still  in  the  bath.  Thus,  as  equity  ai 
public  justice  had  vanished,  every  man  becau 
the  avenger  of  his  own  wrongs  —  a  syste 
which  must  ever  lead  to  the  greatest  mischi 
and  disorders.  The  governors  however,  on 
laughed  at  this  degraded  condition  of  the  pe 
pie,  and  continued  the  same  career  of  cruel 
and  despotism;  trampling  not  only  on  popul 
rights  long  estaUished  and  recognised  by  ei 
perors  and  kings,  but  setting  at  naught  tfa 
eternal  and  unalienable  prerogative  which  Qi 
has  granted  in  common  to  all  men. 


12. 

William  Tell^    and  the   three  men  < 

Grutli. 

1S07. 

Whilst  the  people  of  the  Waldstetten  we 
thus  humbled  and  groaning  beneath  the  yol 
of  their  haughty  oppressors,  the  wife  of  We 
ner  Stauffacher  of  the  village  of  Steinen  ai 
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AKSsed  him  one  day  in  these  words  -—  ,)how 

\xm^  flhall   arrogance    triumph    and   humility 

weep?  •—  shall  fordgners-  become  masters  of 

theltiid,  and  heirs  to  our  property?  —  what 

anib  it  that  our  mountains  «re  inhflbited  by 

am?  Are  we  mothers  to  suckle  sons,  doomed 

tobeeeme  beggars,  and  bring  up  our  daugh- 

tets  as  slaves  to  foreigners?  This  cannot  be." 

hunediately    and   without  reply,    Stauffacher 

^  forward  to  Brunnen,    traversed  the   lake 

^  ttriving  in  the  t^ritory  of  Urt  proceeded 

to  the  house  of  Walter  Furst  at  Attinghau- 

^  where  he  found  in  concealment  Arnold 

^  Uddithal,  who   had   escaped  across   the 

^onntains  from  the  ^age  of  Landenb^g. 

%sy  disicoursed  on  the  degraded  and  mi- 
^^fd)le  dondition  of  their  country,  and  of  the 
'^^lliiig  cruelty  of  the  foreign  governors, 
^m  the  emperor  had  sent  amongst  them 
^trary  to  their  hereditairy  rights  and  privi- 
^^'y  called  to  mind  the  vain  complaints  they 
had  made  to  the  sovereign  of  the  crimes  of 
^  representatives,  who  had  not  only  turned 
<  deaf  ear  to  their  grievances,  but  threatened 
te  sever  them  from  the  empire — notwithstand- 
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ing  the  express  declaratioiis  of  former  emperoni) 
and  kings  — .  and  to  place  them  under  the  dor 
minion  of  Austria;  they  reasoned  that  as  Crod 
had  never  granted  power  to  any  king  to  com- 
mit injustice,  they  should  have  every  confi- 
dence in  the  divine  assistance,  and  their  own 
courage;  and  that  even  death  was  less  intoleiu: 
able  than  the  continuance  of  so  ignominious^  "^ 
a  yoke.  They  came  to  the  resolution  theie-;  ^ 
fore,  that  each  should  communicate  with,  the* 
trusty  and' courageous  within  his  own  canton^: 
and  sound  the  opinions  and  disposition  of  tkO: 
people,  with  a  view  of  discovering  what  e^ 
forts  they  were  willing  to  make^  to  reestablisii* 
security  and  independance. 

After  this  conference  they  often  assembled 
at  concerted  hours  at  night,  in  a  secret  place -r^ 
on  the  borders  of  the  lake  of  Lucem,  the  ^ 
central  point  of  the  cantons  of  Uri,  UQtei::wii-^ 
den,  and  Schwyz;  forming  a  niurrow  meadow — 
surrounded   with  tickets  at  the  foot  of  the. 
rocks  of  Seelisberg,   and  opposite  to  the  littlo. 
village  of  Brunnen.  —  This  spot  called  firon 
the  clearing  and  up-*rooting  of  the  trees,  Radi 
or  Grutli,  was  remote  from  eveiy  habitatioii.  . 
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They  soon  brought  to  each  other  the  joyful 
intelligence  that  the  people  were  unanimous 
m  prefemng  death  to  the  ignominious  yoke 
w^hich  oppressed  them. 

On    assembling,     in    the    night    of   the 
17*  of  November  1307,  when  each  of  them 
Inosig^t  with  him  to  the  meadow  of  Autli  ten 
trae  and  brave  confederates  *^  men  who  va* 
Voed  the  ancient  liberties  of  their  country  far 
bejrtHii  their  Uves  -^  the   brave  three,  with 
hmb  uplifted  towards  the  starry  firmament, 
swore  before  him  in  whose  eyes  kings  and 
peasants  are  equal,  faithfully  to  live  and  die 
bt  tfie  rights  of  the  injured  people;  to  under- 
take all  for  the  common  good;  to  endure  no 
Wn&g,  and  avoid  vommittfiig  any  y   to  respect 
^  i^hts  and  property  of  the  count  of  Habs- 
^g:;  to  prevent  the  imperial  governors  from 
^fletbg  the   ruin  of  their  country,    but  to 
^.  no  injury  to  any  of  thenu    The  othw 
Airty  in  like  manner,  with  outstretched  hands 
jOBed  in   the  oath    to  God  and   the  Saints, 
Mrfblly  to  assert  their  freedom*  After  having 
&6d  upon  the  night  of  the  new-year  to  begin 
tbeit  enterprise,  they  separated;  each  return- 
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ing  into  his  own  valley  and  cottage  to  t^iii 
his  herds  and  protect  them  against  the  sever- 
ity of  the  winter-season. 

Meanwhile  the  evil  conscience  of  the-go- 
vernor  Herrmann  Gessler  did  not   allow  him 
entire  ^repose.    He  thought  he  perceived  that    . 
the  people  walked  abroad  with  more  confidence^i   j 
and  carried  in  their  looks  a  haughtier  e:qifes-   i 
sion.    With  a  view  therefore  of  clearing  up 
his  doubts  and  suspicions  he  caused  the  dacal 
hat   of  Austria  to  be  fixed  on  a  pole  in  the. 
territory   of  Uri  and  conmianded  that   every 
one  should  honor  it  by  bowing  as  he  passed 
before  it:  by  this  device  he  hoped  to  discover 
who  were  the  enemies  of  Austria. 

It  happened  that  William  Tell,  the  cross- 
bowman  of  Burglen,  and  one  of  the  men  i4 
Grudi,  passed  before  this  symbol  of  Austriao 
tyranny,  but  without  paying  the  required  hoift- 
age.  He  was  instantly  seized  and  condoetod 
to  the  governor,  who,  incensed  at  his  hardi- 
hood, addressed  him  in  these  words  — *  .„kiiow 
todacious  bowman,  that  thy  own  art  shall 
serve  to  punish  thee:   •—  thou  art  sentenced 


to   shoot    fiom  off  thy  own  s6n'd  head,    an 
apple  *—  take  thy  aim  and  miss  it  not." 

The  boy  having  been  boniid  and  an  apple 
placed  on  his  head,  they  led  TeU  to  a  consi- 
derable distance  off:  ^^  he  took  his  aim  — * 
the  twang  of  the  bowHString  was  heard  -^ 
the  joyfid  shouts  of  the  people  proclaimed  that 
the  arrow  had  hit  the  apple.  Crjsssler  however 
turmi^  to  TeU  said:  *r-  ,,Why  hast  thou 
iNroo^t  with  thee  a  second  arrow?''  ,,If  the 
first,  ^replied  he,  „had  not  hit  the  apple,  the 
SfGOfid  would  hardly  have  missed  thy  heart" 

Alarmed  at  this  intrepid  reply,  the  governor 
had.  the  boiiimaian  seized,  and  conducted  on 
board  a  boat  for  Kusanacht,  whither  he  intend- 
ed also  to  proceed,  for  he  did  not  deem  it 
adviAble  to  imi»ison  TeU  in  the  territory  of 
Uri,  en  account  of  tibe  people;  and  to  drag 
him  Itway  to  prison  in  a  foreign  countiy  was 
eontrairy  to  the  estabUshed  laws,  of  the  land. ' 
The  governor  apprehensive  therefore  of  a 
rising  among  the  people,  lost  no  time  in  em- 
barking, nbtwithstanding  it  was  blowing  a 
strong  gale.  The  surface  of  the  lake  was 
broken  into  great  chasms,  and  the  foaming 
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waves  dashed  over  the  boat  so  violently,  thit 
all    on  (board  were  filled  with   dismay.    The 
further  they  advanced,  the  more  imminent  the 
danger  grew;  for  the  shores  of  the  lake  are 
formed  by  rocks  so  precipitous  and  lofty,  that, 
like  walls  they  seem  to  rise  from  the  water 
pi^rpendicularly  to  the  clouds.    Gessler,  oveiw 
come  by  theii;  perilous  situation  and  knowing 
TelPs  skill  as  a  boatman,   ordered  his  <^aina 
to  be  taken  ofi^,  and  the  management  of  the 
bark  to  be   given  to  him.    Tell  now  steered 
for  the  bare  and  rugged  declivity  of  Axenbekg, 
where  a  ledge  of  rock  projects  a  few  paces- 
into  the  lake.  Arrived  at  this  spot,  he  i^rung 
from  the  boat,  which  instantly  drifted  down 
the  lake. 

Thus  delivered  from  his  danger  he  damb- 
ered  up  the  rocks  and  fled  across  the  territory 
of  Schwyz;  but  soon  with  anguished  heart, 

*  he  demanded  of  himself  —  „whither  shall  I 
fly  from  the  tyrant's  rage?  if  I  escape  his 
malice,    has  he  not  a   hostage  in  my   wife 

'  and  children,  whom  I  leave  behind  ?  What 
will  he  not  destine  for  them,  if  Lenzenberg 
could  have  the  eyes  of  the  aged  Melchthil 


torn  oat,  in  retaliatioa  for  the  two  broken  fin- 

geiB  of  his  serv^t?  Where  is  the  tribunal 

before  which  I  can  sununon  the  tyrant,  when 

tbe  king  himself  no  longer  hearkens  to  the 

om  of    a    whole  people?    Since  then   die 

kws  are  become  a  dead  letter,  since  there 

.  is  jHme  to  judge  between  thee  and  me,   then, 

'  Gessler,  are  we  both  free  of  all  law,  save  that 

tf  fldf-preservation  and  defence." 

Aich  were  the  thoughts  which  agitated 
^  breast  of  Tell,  when  hastening,  armed  with 
^  and  arrow,  to  Kussnacht  Concealing 
Uttelf  in  a  lioUow,  close  to  that  place  he 
^^tited  the  approach  of  the  governor.  He 
^*^  —  and  the  hissing^  bowstring  conveyed 
^  mow  of  freedom  to  the  tyrant's  heart. 

f^ooii  of  joy,  not  unmingled  with  terror, 
P^cnubd  the  whole  country  at  the  tidings  of 
^oppressor's  death.  The  exploit  of  Tell  in- 
^*d  new  courage  into  every  breast:  ^-^  new- 
9^8  nig^t  however,  was  not  yet  arrived. 
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13. 

The  first  of  January   1308  —  batfle 
of  Morgarten.    Luceru  joins  the  Confe- 
derates. 

1808  —  1884. 

The  eventful  night  at  length  arrived.  If 
was  then  that  one  of  the  young  men,  who  had 
taken  the  oath  at  Grntli,  repaired  to  the  castle 
of  Rossberg  in  Obwalden,  to  Visit  a  yomig 
girl  to  whom  he  yraa  belrothed,  and  who  bj 
means  of  a  rope  drew  him  from  the  caalie* 
moat  into  her  apartment.  Twenty  others^  how- 
ever, were  concealed  beneath,  and  he  had  no 
sooner  gained  admittance  than  he  drew  them 
up  by  the  same  means.  When  they  wcve-all 
within  the  castle,  they  immediately  jnade 
themselves  masters  of  the  governor  and  iiis 
servants,  and  took  possession  of  the  entire 
castle. 

As  soon  as  it  was  day,  Landenberg  left 
the  royal  castle  of  Sarnen  in  order  to  repair 
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to  mass.  On  his  way  he  was  met  by  twen- 
ty men  from  Unterwalden,  bearing  the  cus- 
tomaiy  new --year's  presents.  The  governor 
having  graciously  bid  them  enter  the  castle, 
they  had  no  sooner  arrived  under  the  gate  than 
one  of  them  blew  his  horn,  upon  which  the 
rest  drew  forth  well  sharpened  irons  which 
tiiey  fastened  on  their  staves,  and  proceeded 
to  seize  on  the  castle,  whilst  thirty  others 
concealed  in  a.  neighbouring  alder -wood  ad- 
vanced to  their  support.  Landenberg  terrified, 
fled/across  the  meadows  to  Alpnach,  but  being 
sJMin .  retaken  he  was  made  to  swear  with  all  his 
retainers,  to  quit  for  ever  the  territCNry  of  Wald- 
stetten.  He  was  then  permitted  to  depart  for 
lincern  without  injury  having  been  oflfered  to. 
anjmie. 
^   Bonfires  were  now  seen  blazing  along  the  Alps. 

In  the  mean  time  Stauffacher,  accompanied 
by  the  men  of  Schviryz  proceeded  to  the  lake 
of  Lowerz,  where  they  demolished  the  castle 
of  Schwanan,  whilst  those  of  Uri  advanced 
against  the  fortress  of  Gessler  which  they  seized. 

Again  the  Alps  proclaimed  with  their  blaz- 
ing fires  the  new-year  of  liberty. 

& 
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On  the  following  Sunday,  the  deputies  ttam 
the  three  cantons  assembled  to  renew  the  oath 
they  had  taken  at  the  original  alliance,  for  ten 
years  — -  an  alliance  which  has  remained  per- 
petaal.    Thus  had  they  regained  their  ancient 
rights  without  shedding  a  drop  of  bloody  et 
injuring  any  thing  in  the  country  belonging 
to  the  king  or  the  house  of  Habsburg.    King 
Albert  was  greatly  exasperated  on  hearing  of 
these  events,  and  lost  no  time  in  assembling 
an  army  with  which  he  advanced,  accompanied 
by  many  distinguished  nobles,  into  the  AargaiL 
Amongst  the  number  was  his  nephew  and  ward, 
John,   duke  of  Swabia,  from  whom  he  had 
long  persisted  in  withholding  his  paternal  inhe* 
ritance.  They  took  their  departure  from  Baden 
on  the  first  of  may,  and  when  crossing  the 
Reuss  near  Windisch,  duke   John   suddenly 
levelled  his  spear,  and  drove  it  into  the  king's 
neck,  exclaiming ;  „Such  are  the  wages  of  in- 
justice."   Other  nobles,    in  concert  with  the 
duke,  followed  his  example.   Rudolf  knigh^  of 
Balm,  thrust  his  lance  into  the  body  of  the 
kmg,    and   Walter  of  Eschenbach  cleft  his 
skull.    The  rest  were  struck  motionless  with 
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honror  at  the  crime ;  but  recoveriag  at  length 
from  their  panic  they  immediately  sooght  their 
safety  in  flight,  whilst  the  emperor  of  the  Ger- 
mans was  left  to  expire  in  the  arms  of  a  poor 
woman  who  happened  to  be  on  the  road. 

All  were  seized  with  terror  at  this  atio- 
<Aons  crime;  the  assassins  were  suffered  to 
wander  about  and  perish  without  assistance, 
bearing  with  them  the  curses  of  all  men.  Zu- 
ridi*  closed  its  gates  against  them,  nor  would 
the  Waldstetten  aflford  an  asylum  to  the  mur- 
derers even  of  their  enemy.  Meantime  Leopold 
dnke  of  Austria,  and  Agnes  queen  of  Hun- 
gary, the  children  of  the  murdered  monarchy 
and  his  widow  queen  Elisabeth,  did  not  hesitate 
to  sacrifice  to  their  vengeance  the  innocent  as 
well  as  the  guilty.  Agnes  the  most  vindicative 
and  esnel  of  all,  reduced  to  ashes  the  castles 
of  Fahrwangen,  Wart,  Maschwanden,  Altbu- 
ren  and  many  others.  At  the  former  of  ^ese, 
whilst  the  innocent  blood  of  sixty  three  knights 
was  flowing  at  her  feet,  she  is  said  to  have 
exclaimed;  „Now  I  am  bathing  in  the  dew  of 
may."  In  vain  did  the  lady  of  Rudolf  knight 
ef  Wart,  implore  her  with  tears  and  prostrate 
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supplioations  to  spare  her  husband'ls  life.  He 
was  broken  on  the  wheel  and  exposed  while 
yet  alive. to.  be  devoured,  by  birds  of  prey. 
Whilst  expiring  on  the  rack,  he  continued 
Co  utter  words  of  comfort  to  his  faithfol  con- 
sort,  ndio  overwhelmed  with  grief,  remained 
beneath  kneeling  in  prayer  till  he  had  breath- 
ed his  last  On  the  spot  where  the  assassination 
of  the  emperor  had  been  committed,  Agnes  and 
her  mother  erected  the  rich  convent  of  Kcd- 
nigsfelden,  to  which  she  herself  retired  to  end 
her  life  in  acts  of  penitence  and  devotion.  When 
however  she  invited  the  passers-by  into  her 
church,  firiar  Berthold  Strebel  of  Oftringen, 
with  a  sort  of  pious  horror,  addressed  to  her 
the  following  words:  ,',No  devotion  can  be  pore 
in  one  who  sheds  the  blood  of  the  innocent, 
amd  founds'  convents  with  the  fruits  of  plunder.^ 
*  Nor  did  duke  Leopold  forget  the  refractory 
spirit  displayed  by  the  people  of  the  Wald- 
atetten  towards  his  father,  especially  the  rea- 
diness witli  which  they  had  submitted  to  the 
authority  of  the  emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  in 
preference  to  that  of  his  brother  Frederic  of  Aus- 
tria. He  resolved  once  more  to  take  the  field 
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against  them,  and  set  ont  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  force,  accompanied  by  a  numerous 
tetinide  of  nobles.  Count  Otto  of  Strassbeig, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  advance  against  Ob- 
walden,  crossed  the  Brunig  with  4000  men.  More 
dian  a  thousand  combatants  were  furnished 
by  the  local  authorities  at  Willisau,  Woll- 
haosen  and  Lucern,  with  a  view  of  attacking 
the  territory  of  Unterwalden  from  the  side  of 
the  lake.  The  duke  himself  with  the  flower 
of  his  army  advanced  from  Aegeri  to  Morgar- 
ten,  towards  the  mountains  of  Schwyz,  carrying 
with  him  an  abundant  supply  of  ropes  for  the 
execution  of  the  rebellious  chiefs  of  this  people. 
The  confederates,  to  protect  themselves  against 
this  hostile  force,  posted  themselves  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  1300  men  on  the  height,  near 
the  Einsiedeln  boundary.  The  men  of  Schwyz 
had  been  joined  by  400  from  Uri,  300  from 
Unterwalden  and  fifty  others  who  had  beea 
banished  from  Schwyz  and  who  now  implored  j 

permission  to  atone  to  their  countiy  by  acts  of 
courage  and  heroism.  On  the  16  of  Nbveniber 
1315,  the  host  of  well-accoutred  horsemen  tH)m- 
nieiiGed  the  ascent  of  the  mountains  under  the 
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ruddy  rays  of  a  morning-sun,  when  the  con- 
federates from  a  small  valley  near  the  Hasel- 
matt  and  on  a  grass-grown  projection  of  the 
mountain  fell  upon  the  enemy  with  loud  cries. 
The  fifty  exiles  rolled  down  from  the  heights 
of  the  Sigler  Flue,  huge  fragments  of  the  rock 
on  the  enemy,  and  then  broke  forth  througii 
the  morning-mist  upon  their  astonished  ranksj 
whicb^  thrown  into  the  greatest  confusion,  soon 
retreated  under  the  most  destructive  attacks.  ^-« 
Henry  of  Ospenthal,  and  the  sons  of  the  hoary 
Reding  of  Biberegg,  who  had  drawn  up  the 
plan  of  attack,  joyfrdly  led  on  the  men  of  Schwys 
amid  shouts  and  feats  of  bravery,  till  they  for-i- 
ced  the  enemy  into  a  narrow  pass  by  the  lake 
Aegeri,  where  the  flower  of  the  Austrian  no* 
bility  fell  beneath  the  halberts  and  iron-pointed 
clubs  of  the  shepherds ;  Leopold  himself  nar^ 
rowly  escaping  from  the  victorious  pursuers. 
The  following  day  the  conquerors  hastened 
across  the  lake  where  they  commenced  so  vi- 
gorous an  attack  on  the  people  of  Lucem  that 
numbers  of  them  perished  in  the  lake.  Strass-' 
berg  on  witnessing  this,  fled  in  the  greatest  dis- 
may.   After  this  glorious  day  the  confederates 
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renewed  their  andent  bond  of  amity,  whbse 
busis  was,  that  all  should  be  ready  in 
defence  of  one ,  and  one  in  defence  of  all; 
— —  that  no  '  compact  should  be  entered  into 
vi^tli  foreign  countries  without  the  consent  of 
dl ;  —  and  that  the  property  and  rights  enjoyed 
ua  Ae  country  by  strangers  should  be  res- 
P^f^ted  equally  with  their  own. 

The  men  of  Schwyz  becoming  thus  so  uni- 
v^orsally  known  and  celebrated,  the  name  of 
Swiss  was  extented  to  all  the  other  confederates. 
^  formidable  arms  soon  made  them  sought 
»ter  in  the  wars  of  the  empire,  and  it  was  by 
^eir  intercession,  that  the  freedom  of  Zurich 
^d  St  Gall  was  saved  from  the  despotism 
^  Austria,  at  a  moment  when  the  emperor, 
P<*esBed  for  money,  was  desirous*  of  mortgaging 
*hoge  imperial  cities  to  the  Austrian  dukes  — • 
^  fate  which  to  their  great  grief  befell  the 
^v^Wns  of  Schafhausen,  Rheinfelden  and  Neu-* 
^hatel.  Bitter  experience  had  taught  Lucem 
'Hiw  oppressive  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  ruler  is. 
^  was  to  this  dependance  on  Austria  that  its 
Wizens  owed  the  obligation  of  taking  up  arms 
gainst  the  Waldstetten,  and  of  engaging  dur- 
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uig  so  many  j^ars,  to  fheir  greUt  injury,  in 
every  foreign  war.  In  addition  to  this  the  d«* 
kes  by  virtue  of  their  authority  augmented  also 
the  taxes;  at  length,  unable  any  longer  to  sup- 
port such  oviNTwhelming  oppression,  they  pro- 
posed on  their  own  authority  to  enter  into  a  truce 
with  the  Waldstett^  for  twenty  years;  per« 
ceiving  however  that  the  nobles  and  others  who 
preferred  the  dominion  of  the  dukes  were  me- 
ditating some  desperate  design  against  the  town, 
they  concluded  a  perpetual  alliance  of  reeipro* 
cal  protection  and  defence  with  the  confederates^ 
with  the  stipulation  that  it  should  not  invali- 
date any  rights  then  in  existence. 

Hostilities  were  in  consequence  of  this 
soon  commenced  in  the  name  of  Austria, 
against  the  town  by  the  nobles  of  the  Aargau. 
The  citizens  however,  aided  by  their  n6w 
confederates,  bravely  stood  forth  in  defence  of 
their  rights,  though  the  most  distinguished  fa^ 
milies  within  the  town,  with  that  sympathy  so 
natural  among  congenial  races,  sided  with  the 
foreign  nobles.  Those  of  Lucem  formed  a 
plot  for  a  midnight  assassmation  of  the  con- 
Ifederates  of  the  Waldstetten,   designing  when 
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they  had  slaugliteired  them  in  their  beds,  to 
deihrer  up  the  town  to  the  dukes.  It  was  al*^ 
ready  dark)  and  they  were  assembled^  aimed ' 
within  a  cave  situated  on  the  lake  beneath 
the  dub-room  frequented  by  the  incorporated 
trade  of  tailors,  when  their  project  was  over-' 
heard  by  a  boy  who  happened  to  be  passing  by. 
niey  seized  on  the  lad  and  were  going  to 
despatch  him,  but  finally  contented  themselves 
with'  making  him  solemnly  swear  not  to  reveal 
to.  any  one  what  he  had  heard.  The  boy  how- 
ever entered  the  room  belonging  to  the  fraternity 
of  bntchers,  where  several  of  the  townsmen 
were  still  drinking  and  playing;  here  address- 
ing himself  aloud  to  the  stove  in  the  room,  he 
related  the  oath  he  had  taken  to  communicate 
to  no  man,  what  be  had  beard ;  those  present 
struck  with  horror  and  amazement,  hurried 
away  to  give  the  alarm;  the  citizens  instant- 
ly seized  on  the  conspirators,  called  in  the 
assistance  of  the  people  of  Unterwalden,  and 
ultimately  excluded  the  higher  ranks  from  any 
share  in  the  government,  expelling  them  from 
the  city  they  had  before  governed.  From 
this  time  the  city -council  was  composed  of 
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900  bofghen,  and  die  conmniiiitjr  assuiedlheE 
adfliiiiittratioii  of  the  eity^posseBsioos,  tbe 
iJDg  of  taaD|N%  and  theeondiBiioil  itf  treafiea 
allianeeiB.  Thus  was  Ae  freedom  of  LnoMc^ 
saved  bjr  the  discretion  and  patriotic  feelUig^  cA:: 
a  yontlu 

H^mwhiie  the  Duke^  harassed  or  exhaust—^ 
ed  by  other  wars^  was  willing  to  conclade  i^ 
peace  with  Lucem,  as  soon  as  nine  arbiter 
from  Basle,  Bern  and  Zurich  were  prepaieA 
to  promise,  that]  the  perpetual  alliance  of  the 
four   cantons   entertained   no   hostile   designs 
against  the  rights   of  the  house  of  Austria- 
Habsburg. 
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Bern  defeats  the  forces  of  the  nobles 
near  Laupen;  —  change  in  the  consti- 
tution of  Zurich. 

1835  -  1840. 

Al  this  tune  the  town  of  Bern  was  compel- 
led to  engage  in  dea^  hostilities  agidnst  the 
nobles  of  Friburg  and  their'  allies. 

The  counts  and  other  noblies  viewed  with 
envy  and  disquiet  the  flourishing  condition 
to  which  the  arms,  trade,  and  agriculture  of 
Bern  had  raised  it ;  the  power  it  had  acquired 
by  the  public  spirit  of  its  citizens,  the  acqui- 
sition of  Hash  and  Laupen  and  the  conside- 
ration in  which  it  was  held  throughout  the 
country.  Bern  however,  havin  gobjected  to 
admit  into  circulation  the  .  money  struck  by 
count  Bberiiard  of  Kyburg  though  coined  with 
the  imperial  sanction,  and  refused  even  to  n^ 
ebgime  the  emperor  Ltovis  of  Bavaria,  because 
hd  had  been  elLCommunieated  by  the  pope,  the 


110 


owed  his  defeat  lees  to  the  force  of  arms  thte  to 
the  violenoe  of  the  Aar,  and  the  magftammity  cf 
Sdenre;  for  the  swoQen  river  having  destrdyed 
Ae  diike^s  bridge  of  boats^  the  generous  eU^ 
Iwns  hastened  to  rescue  their  sinking  enemies 
firom  the  Waves. 

With  diese  reinforcements  and  about  4000 
mtizens  and  ihhabitants  of  Bern,  Rudolf  of  Er- 
laoh  posted  himself  on  a  height  in  front  of  th0 
onemy  near  Laiipe%  from  whence  he  ooidd 
eimimand  a  view  of  the  'army  of  the  nobles* 
The  battle  immediately  commenced  and  die 
enemy*s  troops  were  already  ascending  die 
height^  when  Briach  giving  the  signal,  his 
slingers  commoiced  the  onset;  the  iron  waiv 
chariots  thundering  down  the  hiO,  dashed  into 
the  eneili3r's  ranks,  followed  by  the  standards, 
halberts  and  iron-pinnted  clubs.  The  heroic 
Iklach  perceiving  that  the  sight  of  the  duw 
flict  had  struck  a  panic  into  the  hindmost  ranks 
of  the  Bernese^  and  that  they  were  retreating 
from  the  contest,  oried  out  with  great  coii^kk 
sure:  „It  is  but  right,  that  the  iMse  and 
cowardly  should  not  riiare  in  the  conquest  of 
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(be  loyttl  and  brave:  -—  so  is  the  chaff  win* 
nbwed  from  the  gram.'' 

Ij^etory  soon  declared  for  the  B«niese«  Count 
Rodolf  (^  Nidnu,  ^ho  was  among  the  first  that 
MI,  lay  vri^  1500  of  his  tiKK^  slain  ttround 
liim»  Bat  though  the  hattle  was  foiight  in  IttO^ 
die  war  was4X>ntiniied  in  occasional  skinnidies 
lieie  and  tfa^  tot  four  years  aftarwuds.  Fri- 
bqrg,  from  the  necessity  it  was  under  of  sidl- 
ing with  the  nobles  againaft  Bern,  snflfered  very 
ae^emly.Vhe  peace  which  was  ultimately  con- 
tdaded  was  every  way  glorious:  for  Bern  re- 
fiised  to  retain  the  emiaUest  portion  of  land  as 
an  ind^ttinity  or  mark  of  conquest  «-*  Thus  the 
dty  which  was  threatened  to  be  swept  frimi 
the  fttce  of  the  eartib,  was  so  victorious  that 
it  m«lAced  destruction  to  all  its  enemies.  Her 
cilismis  animated  with  one  feeling,  and  meig* 
ing  every  personal  consideration  in  the  one 
great  cause  —  the  preservation  of  their  native 
city  r—  ovm'came  a  force  ten  times  superior 
in  numbers  to  their  own.  It  is  to  such  causes 
as  these  that  miracles  are  ^e. 

-  On  the  conclusion  of  die  peace^  the  Bernese 
tlirew  aside  their  arms  to  readme  their  usual 
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avocationa*  The  heroic  Rudolf  of  Erlach  oeei»-* 
pied  himself  in  the  peaoefiil  culdvation  of  his 
paternal  lands,  unambitions  of  rewards,  dignities 
or  titles,  and  had  reached  in  happy  contentment; 
an  advanced  age,  when  his  son-in-4aw  JoiM 
ofRndenz  of  Unterwalden,  being  in  his  apart* 
ment  and  a  dispute  having  arisen  about  his 
daughter's  dowry,  under  the  impulse  of  rage, 
Jobst  tore  down  from  the  wall  where  it  hung, 
the  sword  of  the  victor  of  Laupen,  and  plunged 
it  into  his  heart:  he  then  predpitately  escaped 
pursued  by  the  dogs  of  his  murdered  fathw- 
in-law,  and  was  never  afterwards  heard  of. 

A  fate  scarcely  less  pitiable,  was  reserved 
for  the  chief  magistrate  John  of  Bubenbeig, 
who  had  rendered  important  services  to  the 
town  during  the  most  perilous  periods;  he 
was  accused  by  the  citizens,  whose  iramuty 
he  had  incurred  by  his  lofty  manners,  not 
only  of  governing  with  all  the  hereditary  pride 
of  a  prince,  rather  than  with  the  simplicity 
proper  to  a  citizen,  but  of  attending  only  to 
those  matters  in  which  he  himself  rec^ved  some 
fee  or  reward.  In  consequence  of  this  accusa- 
tion he  was  sentenced  together  with  all  his 
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Mtods,  to  be  banished  from  the  city  for  100 
Tears  and  a  day.    Fourteen  years  afterwards 
Ko^ever  when  he  was  grown  old  and  infirm, 
they  relented  so  far  as  to  receive  him  again 
ttiQDgst  them.    In  a  free  state  the  virtues  of 
t  ^iSzim  will  often  efiace  the  recollection  of 
ittS'finiiier  faults;  but  previous  services  never 
stole  for  subsequent  wrongs. 
'   The  senators   of  Zurich  experienced  still 
sewer  trials:  —*  it  was  an  established  usage 
ferfoor  of  the  nobles  and  eight  of  the  most 
^ent  citizens,   to  aissume  the  administra- 
^on^f  the  city  for  a  period  of  four  months, 
^  th<^  expiration  of  which  it  rested  with  them 
to  elect  others  as  their  successors:  thus  the 
geremment  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a 
tow  of  die  principal  finmilies,  whose  prejudices 
Wllutbits  were  essentially  of  a  military  cast, 
sri  who  were  denominated  the  „CdnstaffeIs^^^ 
or  privileged  gentry,    ft  will  not' excite  sur- 
prise therefore,  that  the  wealthy  and  intelli- 
gM  class  of  artisans  should  feel  the  degra* 
dation  of  becoming  the  subjects  of  a  few  fa- 
iBilies,  or  that  loud  and  frequent  murmurs  against 
tka  administration  should  find  utterance.  It  was 
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said,  among  other  diarges,  that  the  magistrale0 
were  watchful  only  of  the  immediate  interoate 
of  themselves  and  friends;  that  they  omitted 
to  give  in  any  account  of  the  city-revenues; 
that  they  received  the  humble  citizen  with 
haughtiness  and  disdain,  and  conducted  themif 
selves  in  every  thing  in  a  very  despotic  man- 
ner.  These  murmurs  continued  to  be  rqieated^ 
till  Rudolf  knight  of  Brun,  a  clever  but  am- 
bitious man,  joined  the  malcontents  and  made 
common  cause  with  the  citizens.  Instigated  by 
him  the  latter  at  length  reqwred  the  council 
10  give  in  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  ci^- 
funds*  This  demand  which  was  admitted  ee 
just  and  reasonable  by  Rudolf  Brun,  Rudiger 
Hanesse^  and  some  others,  was  viewed  by 
the  rest  of  the  senate  only  as  a  momentary 
dbullition  of  the  popular  feeling  which  would 
soon  subside,  and  therefore  employed  all  tMr 
petty  arts  to  gain  time.  But  though  they  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  council-chamber,  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  feelings  and  disposition  of 
the  people. 

After  six  wedcs  of  vain  expectation,  Bmn 
qnread  the  report  that  the  council  were  only 
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trifling  with  the  people;  the  lattar therefore ash 
sembled  on  the  lower  bridge  near  the  senate- 
house,  whilst  they  were  engaged  in  delibera- 
tion, and  such  was  the  noise  and  numbers  of 
the  malcontents,  that  many  of  the  members, 
panie-stmck,  either  dedared  for  the  citizens, 
or  anxious  only  for  their  own  safety,  stole 
away  from  the  assembly  and  precipitately  left 
the  town.  In  the  mean  time  unlimited  powers 
i^eie  accorded  to  Brun,  and  it  was  resolved 
OM  the  persons,  property  and  honors  of  the 
late  oppressors  should  atone  for  their  offences: 
sentence  of  banishment  was  accordingly  pro- 
nounced against  them  and  their  adherents. 

With  the  advice  and  assistance  of  Ins  friends^ 
Bmn  now  occupied  himself  in  the  formation  of 
a  new  constitution ;  in  this  the  various  classes 
of  artisans  were  arranged  into  thirteen  guilds, 
the  heads  or  presidents  of  which  were  allowed 
a  seat  in  the  council,  whilst  the  class  of 
gentry  was  formed  into  a  separate  body,  to 
avoid  any  undue  influence  being  exercised  by 
it  over  the  other  fraternities.  The  council, 
which  was  henceforth  composed  of  an  equal 
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tmmber  of  citizens  and  nobles,  'was  rei 
eVery  six  months;  Bran  however  got  1: 
nominated  with  vejry  considerable  powers, 
^omaster  for  life. 

This  constitution  promulgated  in  1331 
joyfully-subscribed  to  by  the  people;  for  i 
to  the  artisans  not  only  a  voice  in  the  e 
but  guaranteed  them  from  the  competit 
ftireign  workmen,  prohibited  the  export 
raw  material  as  well  as  the  import  of  a 
already  manufactured;  as  if  the  city  e 
jmerely  for  the  interests  of  particular  t 
instead  of  these  being  made  subservient 
prosperity  of  the  city^ 

Meanwhile  the  exiled  senators  and 
partisans  meditated  the  direst  revenge  o 
rich. 
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15. 

Origin  of  the  perpetual  alliance  of  the 
ei^t  aucient  cantons  of  the  confede- 
ration.   , 

mo    —    I860. 

Ibe  exiles  who  had  established  themselves 
4^  Aapperswyl  and  within  the  castles  and 
ffrtnsses.  of  their,  friends^  carried  on  a  sys- 
tem of  pptty  warfare  against  the  inhabitants 
of  Zaiiidi,  seizing  every  oppdrtimity  which 
oflfered  to  do  them  bjury.  The  latter  how- 
ever weie  not  deficient  in  courage,  and  they 
Ibond  in  their  Biirgomaster  Bran,  a  man  alike 
prOideDt  and  brave.  Finding  therefore  that  they 
isoold  accomplish  nothing,  the  exiles  formed  a 
plot  to  massacre  at  midnight  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  Counts  and  other  nobles  were  seen 
to  arrive  openly  under  various  pretences,  or 
else  by  stealth,  and  it  was  planned  that  they 
shoidd  gain  possession  of  the  town  amidst  the 
dadoiess  of  the  night,  and  then  throw  open 
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the  gates  to  a  numerous  force  firom  Rappers- 
wyL    The  appointed  night  being  arrived  and 
the  conspirators  assembled  at  the  house  of  a 
friend,  their  project  was  overheard  by  a  ba- 
ker's lad  who  was  stretched  half  asleep  behin 
the  stove.    The  boy  recounted  it  to  his  ma^'^ 
ter,  who  instantly  flew  to  communicate  the  ii^ 
telligence  to  Brun.    Hurrying  on  his  aimow^. 
the  latter  hastened,   though  barefooted  to  die' 
senate-house:    the  alarm-bell  was  rung  aqd  . 
the  citizens  flew   to  arms  with  the  ^eed  if 
lightning.   The  conspirators  finding  themselvit 
betrayed,  endeavoured  to  make  a  precipitate 
retreat;  but  they  were  assailed  in  their  flight 
with  stones  and  household-utensils  whidi  the 
women  hurled  at  them  from  the  windows.  lEeas 
while  Brun  at  the  head  of  the  citizens  €9am 
up  with  them  in  the  market-place.    A  sangoi* 
nary  conflict  ensued  in  which  the  conspiratiM 
were  overpowered,  and  most  of  them  killeA. 
or  taken  prisoners. 

Brun  from  this  moment  breathed  nothing 
but  revenge.  For  three  days  the  dead  bodiMi 
of  the  conspirators  were  left  unburied,  tiO  by 
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the  constant  pas&ong  of  horses  and  carriages 
fliey  were  no  longer  to  be  recognized.  Thirty 
seven  of  the  citizens,  some  of  whom  had  for« 
meriy  been  magistrates,  were  beheaded  or 
troken  on  the  wheel  before  their  own  hou- 
ses as  accomplices  in  the  conspiracy.  After 
Ais  Bnm  advanced  with  his  forces  against 
Ri^perswyl,  levelled  the  fortress  to  the  ground, 
drove  out  its  inhabitants,  demolished  the  walls 
and  bamt  down  every  thing  even  to  the  meanest 
hot:  innocent  and  guilty  were  indiscriminately 
SBCriftced  to  his  relentless  fury.   (1350.) 

As  however,  duke  Albert  of  Austria  threa* 
taifii  the  following  year  to  take  signal  ven- 
gemee  for  these  proceedings,  the  burgomaster 
^treated  the  assistance  of  the  Waldstetten  and 
pemussion  to  join  the  confederation.  This  re* 
qoest  was  gladly  complied  with;  for  Uri, 
Sehwyz,  Unterwalden  and  Lucem  had  long 
viewed  Zurich  not  only  as  their  bulwark  but 
fls  constituting  their  best  market.  A  perpetual 
fcflgne  was  therefore  concluded  on  the  Ist  of 
Usy  1351,  fay  which  they  mutually  engaged 
to  defend  each  other  against  every  enemy,  and 
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if  any  dissentiou  should  arise  among  the  eon-i 
federates,  td  refer  the  matter  of  their  quaml 
fbr  amicable  adjustment  to  umpires  chosen  .finr 
that  purpose.  The  rights  of  the  king  and  of  tte 
holy  Roman  empire,  as  well  as  all  existing.   ', 
treaties,  were  strictly  maintained;  but  in  con-i*  J 
eluding  any  new  alliance  with  foreign  poweniji  1 
the  interests  of  the  confederation  was  ever:liir '  ' 
be  paramount  \} 

Duke  Albert  of  Austria  at  length  mrivei 
to  demand  satisfaction  from  the  inhabitants  .of   ! 
Zurich  for  the  destruction  of  Rapperswyl,  whidi' 
had  been  in  the  possession  of  his  family,  as 
also  for  the  losses  sustained  by  the  subjects 
and  dependants  of  Austria.  Advancing  ait  die 
head  of  6000  men  he  summoned  the  people,  of 
Glaris  to  furnish  a  force  to  act  in  concert  with' 
his  own.  This  however  they  refused,  declaiinjg 
that  though  they  were  obliged,  under  the  pnh^  \ 
tective  authority  of  the  empire,  to  take  up  mati 
in  defence  of  the  abbey  of  Seckingen  to  whiidi 
their  territory  belonged,  they  were  exempted 
from  taking  part  in  any  other  war  which 
tria  might  engage  in.  This  declaration  was 
unwelcome  to  the  duke   that  he  detenooiei 
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i^on  soidiiig  some  of  his  own  troops  into  61%- 
nis,  and  as  he  was  patron  of  the  convent  ot 
Se^bangen,  he  expected  that  this  step  wonld 
intiaiidate  the  inhabitants  of  Uri  and  \Schwyz 
and  prevent  their  lending  assistance  to  Zuridi. 
The  cwifederates  however  instantly  rushed  from 
the  Waldstetten,  though  in  the  midst  of  winter, 
and  took  possession  of  the  canton  of  Glanis, 
whose  inhabitants  espousing  the  cause  of  the 
Swiss,  sent  200  men  to  reinforce  the  garrison 
of  the  town  of  Zurich,  defeated  Walter  of  Sta- 
dion  who  had  advanced  from  Rapperswyl  \o 
attack  their  territory  with  an  Austrian  force, 
and  succeeded  in  demolishing  the  fortress  of 
Nefels.  ^ 

This  valor  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Olams  gave  such  satisfaction  to  the  confede* 
rates  that  they  invited  them  to  join  the  per- 
petual alliance ;  it  was  however  stipulated  that 
whilst  they  enjoyed  their  ancient  rights  and 
privilege  the  duke  and  the  princess  abbess  of 
Seckingen.  should  retain  their  legitimate  autho* 
rity  and  revenues  in  the  country.  In  this  year 
also  Rudiger  Manesse  of  Zurich,  with  less 
than  1500  men,  gained  a  victory  at  Tetwyl 
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^ver  an  Austrian  force  of  above  4000  men; 
whilst  near  Kussnacht  on  the  lake  of  Laoem, 
forty  two  Swiss  resisted  more  than  a  thousand 
AustrianS,  and  avenged  the  burning;  of  KnsB- 
nacht  by  the  entire  destraction  of  Habsburg  on 
the  Rothenflue  near  the  lake  of  Lucem, 

Hitherto  the  duke  of  Austria  had  not  achie- 
ved a  single  action  of  importance,  wfaOst 
on  (he  contrary  the  fame  of  the  Swiss  resound- 
ed throughout  the  country.  Nor  was  theit 
i^agnanimity  less  than  their  courage;  for  in- 
stead of  plundering  a  conquered  country  and 
redttcmg  its  inhabitants  to  the  level  of  tribu- 
tary vassals,  a  system  pursued  by  the  so- 
vereigns in  their  wars,  like  free  men  they 
received  them  as  true  and  independant  fellow- 
citizens* 

The  inhabitants  along  the  shores  of  the 
lake  of  Zug  showed  the  most  friendly  dispo- 
sitions towards  them,  affording  them  on  every 
occasion  succour  and  advice  as  well  as  intel- 
ligence which  affected  their  interest. 

The  town  of  Zug  however  remained  faithfiil 
to  .the  cause  pf  Austria;  its  strong  fortifications 
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uA  Walls  were  put  into  a  state  of  defence  and 
its  gites  shut  against  the  confedeiites.  This 
town  fiitnated  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  had 
granted  rights  of  citizenship  to  many  noble  fa^ 
imEeB^  and  was  reported  to  have  been  first 
fiwtified  by  the  counts  of  Lenzburg* 

The  appearance  however  of  the  confede- 
ivtai  before  its  gates  with  a  force  of  nearly  3000 
Ml}  with  auxiliaries  pouring  in  from  every  quar- 
^  80  alarmed  the  citizens  with  their  feeble 
ffeiison  of  Austrians,  that  they  sent  for  instant 
Weoar  from  duke  Albert 

Ihc  messenger  whom  they  dei^atched 
found  him  at  Kcenigsfelden*  Scarcely  deig- 
wg  to  listen  to  the  alarming  intelligence,  the 
duke  continued  to  converse  with  his  falconer. 
This  reception  so  overwhelmed  the  messenger 
tbat  he  could  not  help  shedding  tears.  To  bring 
down  a  bird  from  the  air  seemed  an  affair  of  far 
greater  moment  than  to  protect  a  town  threatened 
^destruction.  Indignant  at  this  heartless  levi- 
%  the  citizens  of  Zug  threw  open  their  gates 
0  the  confederates,  and  were  afterwards  ad- 
nUed  into  their  perpetual  alliance.    A  clause 
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however  fieenred  to  the  house  of  Anstria  llie 
|k>ssession  of  all  its  rights  and  revenues. 

Relying  on  his  powerfid  resources,  the  dnke 
in  adressing  the  messenger  from  Zug  had 
said :  — •  ,,I  shall  shortly  reconquer  all  this  agaun." 
He  soon  saw  himself  reinforced  by  the  nobles 
from  AaraU)  Thurgau,  Uechtland  and  a  stipn* 
lated  force  ftirnished  by  the  towns,  of  Sciiaf- 
hausen,  Basle,  Strasburg  and  even  by  Bern} 
added  to  which,  the  elector  of  Brandenburg 
sent  reinforcements  to  him  from  Germany.  With 
a  force  therefore  amounting  to  above  34,000 
men  he  immediately  laid  siege  to  Zurich :  the 
town  however,  protected  by  a  confederate  gar« 
.  rison^  made  a  noble  defence. 

The  elector  of  Brandenburg  soon  p^oeived 
that  but  little  glory  was  to  be  won  in  con- 
tending with  a  people  so  firm,  so  unanimous 
and  undaunted,  as  the  Swiss;  nor  was  he 
without  fears  that  a  famine  might  break  out 
in  the  numerous  camp  of  the  duke,  since  i| 
already  felt  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply 
of  provisions.  He  therefore  tendered  his  friendly 
mediation  to  the  duke,  and  defipatched  two 
confidential  officers  to  confer  with  the  Swiss. 


Its 

The  Utter  having  accepted  the  tentt  proposed, 

had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  enemy  retire 

from  Aeir  positions  on  the  following  morning; 

the  Bernese,  more  devoted  to  the  confederates 

duoi  to  the  duke,   were  the  only  portion  of 

Aeir  force  which  remained  behind. 

fkt  treaty  of  peace  thus  effected  by  the 
uterveotion  of  the  elector  was  ratified  at  Lo- 
tto^ and  it  stipulated  as  usoal^  an  iavifdable 
themnce  of  all  existing  rights  and  treaties, 
^iaittmg  Bern  at  the  same  time,  as  a  mem- 
}ft  of  the  perpetual  alliance.  (1353.) 

After  the  peace  had  been  concluded  the 
doke  of  Austria  sought  to  persuade  the  people 
of  2iig  to  detach  themselves  from  the  Swiss 
^^ederation;  to  this  they  replied:  ,,We  are 
l'^^  k.  whatever  concerns  the  rights  of  the 
^e  to  render  him  due  obedience^  but  the 
Swiss  alliance  has  been  sanctified  by  the 
^^^  just  concluded.^'  The  duke  on  ibis,  ap* 
P^ed  to  (he  emperor  who  condemned  the 
^sodederation,  declaring  that  the  members  of 
&e  empire  could  not  combine  without  the  sanc- 
^n  of  ;their  head.  He  resolved  therefore  to 
^  out  at  the  head  of  a  largo  force^l  and  had 
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advftuGed  lb  (he  walls  of  Zurich,  when  per^ 
oeiving  the  strength,  unity  and  loyalty  of  the 
confederates,  and  that  the  duke  h$td  been  ac- 
tuated only  by  a  desire  of  aggrandizing  the 
power  of  Austria,  he  thought  better  of  his  do- 
laign  and  left  the  Swiss  in  tranquillity.  A  peace 
was  concluded  and  the  perpetual  alliance  thus 
remained  secure  and  inviolate. 

Two  years  after  this  peace  (1360)  died  llie 
burgomaster  Bran,  a  man  who  had  rendered 
himself  execrable  by  his  ambition  and  tyramrf, 
and  who  through  life  had  made  every  thing 
subservient  to  his  own  selfish  Ihterests.  The 
year  before  his  death  he  had  secretly  sworn 
to  serve  the  dukes  of  Austria  and  their  agentSy 
without  however  compromising  the  interests 
of  the  confederation,  for  which  he  was  prpnn- 
sed  a  thousand  florins  and  a  pension  for  life 
of  one  hundred  florins. 
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16. 

The  Swiss  extend  their  territory:  de- 
feat of  the  English;  downfall  of  the 

counts  of  Kyburg. 

1360—1385. 

The  sfarength  and  stability  of  (he  Swiss  can- 
Ions  is  to  be  sought  in  their  setting  fireediun 
above  money  and  preferring  this  blessing  to 
a  life  of  ease  or  even  to  life  itself:  —  in  their 
readiness  to  defend  to  the  ptmost  their  rights, 
but  still  without  striving  after  those  of  odi'ers : 
^—  in  their  fraternal  union  amidst  dangers  and 
eoodNds,  which  no  private  interest  was  ever 
able  to  weaken;  these  were  the  noble  prin- 
riples  which  rendered  the  Swiss  powerful  and 
firm.  Thw  perpetual  alliance  was  written  in 
their  hearts,  in  characters  far  more  dear  and 
indelible  than  those  of  parchment. 

At  peace  with  Austria,  the  Swiss  now  tur- 
ned their  attention  to  the  regulation  of  their 
Ofwn  internal  affiiirs:  they  pursued  with  ardor 
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every  bramsh  of  business,  introducing  at  tha 
same  time  a  system  of  strict  economy  uifti 
their  domestic  arrangements.  They  were  thni 
soon  enabled  to  amass  considerable  wealib 
though  its  acquisition  was  viewed  less  as  i 
means  of  allowing  them  to  live  in  splendor 
luxury,  than  of  acquiring  those  privileges 
sources  of  revenue  which  the  impoveridioi 
nobles  were  disposed  to  selL  Hence  they  ai^ 
mented  their  force  and  extended  their  freedMfl 
by  means  which  constitute  the  foundation  <i 
every  honorable  independance. 

The  pastoral  district  of  Gersau  near  the  li^^ 
of  L^cem,  was  incorporated  with  the  four  cantoflii 
as  an  integrant  portion  of  the  perpetual  allian^ 
retiuning  at  the  same  time  its  particular  pr^ 
fogatiyes;  whilst  Hergiswyl  and  Alpnach,  after 
freeing  themselves  from  their  feudal  tenqjr^ 
were  united  with  the  canton  of  Unterwaldeb 
Lucem  obtained  by  purchase  from  the  baioa 
of  Bamstein,  the  rights  and  authority  he  exer- 
cised over  Weggis,  situated  on  the  banks  of 
the  lake ;  and  the  contributions  of  its  citi2S!mB 
enabled.  Zurich  to  obtain^  possession  of  several 
imperial  fiefs.    Hie  town  of  Bern  also  by  tho 


bvwr  of  the  emperor,  was  establiabed  in  the 
oweMion  of  several  additional  provinees  and 
Unranities,  besides  the  sdgnory  which  it  por- 
haied  over  Aarberg  and  several  other  villages. 
^Cfeer  towns  not  included  in  the  confederacy, 
Kdi  as  Schafhausen,  Basle,  Lansanne,  St  Gall, 
Mnne  and  Soleure,  extended  their  original 
iaiBtMJBiunri  also  under  the  dominion  of  their 
avporal  and  spiritual  rulers.  The  power  of 
L^  bishops  and  counts  was  enfeebled  by  eter- 
ift  dissensions,  and  their  resources  ezhans- 
d  by  continual  wars;  circumstances  which 
HQtributed  £Eur  more  eflfoctually  to  emancipate 
k«  people  than  any  appeal  to  force  could  luive 


.  Ihe  inhabitants  of  Appenzell  had  for  some 
UM  sabstituted  their  own  laws  for  the  arbi- 
taqr  commands  of  the  abbot  of  St  Gall;  whilst 
k«  valleys  situated  above  the  lake  of  Thnn 
^ff^  Where  enjoyed  their  own  hereditaiy  rights 
the  limited  and  milder  sway  of  their 
Those  of  Gruyere  had  ahready  con- 
'cnM  to  receive  from  the  district  of  Sanen 
^  price  of  unconditional  indqiendance,  and 
^M»Qifa«di  and  Bxiens  would  williBi^  have 


IM 


fiwd  themsdireB  by  force  firam  die  satiiofitjr  6i 
the  goverBor  of  Rinkonbeig,  had  not  flie 
federates  disooimteiiaiiced  sach  a  step^  by 
daring  that  freedom  wae  coaipatible  only  with 
justice* 

On  the  oAer  hand  when  any  menibee  m 
ally  of  the  confederation  was  in  need,  or  eai4 
posed  to  the  dangera  of  war,  the  coaiDdenftet 
flew  widi  joy  to  thdr  assistance;  as  hi^psaad 
when  Arnold  of  Cenrola  overran  Frufoe  wHh 
his  »i£sdplined  band  from  England,  and  duM^ 
tened  Bade.  / 

Bnt  when  Austria  solicited  assistaaee  in 
fiivour  9t  its  dukes,  whose  possossiMas  io 
Aargau  had  been  assigned  by  right  of  war-i 
riage  to  Ingebam  of  Coney  count  of  Sms* 
sons,  the  people  of  Waldstetten  and  hai 
«who  cherished  an  invindble  enmity 
Austria,  refiised  to  afford  the  least  assistaaeai* 
Zuridi  and  Bern,  apprehensive  for  the  secoilty 
of  their  own  frontiers  from  the  proximity^  of 
the  cantim  in  die^ute^  lost  no  time  in  pnttiBif 
themselves  on  the  defensive. 

Ingelram  in  fact  riiortly  entered  the  ca»« 
Con  at  the  head  of  several  thousand 
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fiu9  event  flffead  akum  tbroug^  tbe  whole 
eoaetry  and  excited  the  feam  even  of  Lu- 
eem  and  UnterwaldeD.  The  most  valiant  per- 
tioB  of  the  snbjeds  of  Austria,  among  whosi 
unore  the  iaatrepid  men  of  the  valley  of  ISMf* 
libadi,  roae  to  oppose  their  advance;  scaiodlj 
had  Aey  aasanUed  when  the  young  mcA  of 
iiaeeis  and  Unterwalden  flew  widi  mutual 
eegoinefis  to  join  thmn*  Ibe  English  idKNift 
SOW  elroi^,  and  numbering  in  their  ranks 
iMuqr  iMihles  and  Imights^  were  posted  within 
a  wood  called  the  Buttisholz.  The  men  of 
Entfihndi  with  their  comrades  no  sooner  per- 
erived  thein  than  diey  commenced  an  attadc^ 
and  though  thw  force  amounted  to.  tart  800 
mm,  tiiey  ancceoded  in  defeating  them  aftmr  a 
most  iluigainary  contest.  Assuming  the  armour 
mi  flmmthig  the  horses  of  the  slain  knights, 
Iksf  iMyw  rode  off  to  their  homes  in  trituiqph. 
nfar  sight  so  hunultating  to  tike  pride  of  the 
ansientaoMes  caused  one  (^  them,  Peter  of  Dor- 
lenboigto  exclaun  with  a  s^;  ,,alasl  that  the 
armour  of  men  descended  flrom  soMdi  nohle  Mood 
flkoeld  be  seen  on  the  backs  of  peasants^  „Ouf 
vaknr''  answraiod  one  <rf  the  men  erf  Sntlibuch, 
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j^MM  oonfounded  the  blood  of  the  noble  with 
duit  of  huihorseP  The  men  of  Bern,  Laopen 
and  Aarbeig,  displayed  eqoal  bravery  in  the  vie- 
lories  they  obtained  at  Ins  and  near  the  con-* 
vent  of  Franbrannen,  over  the  swarms  of.  la^ 
gelram  of  Coney's  followers,  sumamed  tnm 
their  pointed  ciqps,  the  Goglers.  —  Their  leader 
soon  Bftw  retraced  with  sorrowing  stepe  Jut 
mardi  across  the  Haaenstdn  into  Alsace.  (188t) 
Six  years  after  this  the  free  and  imperial 
town  of  Soleure  was  menaced  with  a  great 
Und  unlodced-for  danger.  Count  Ralph  of.Ky- 
borg  whose  moontain-castle  of  Bipp  was  si* 
toated  at  a  short  distance  from  the  town^ 
and  which  he  had  reemved  in  fee  from  the 
counts  of  Thieratmn,  saw  with  deep  regret  the 
alienation  through  the  bad  economy  of  his 
predecessors,  oi  so  large  a  portion  of  the  poa- 
sessions  of  his  ancient  and  wealthy  fiuaily* 
Thun  and  Aarberg,  towns  which  were  once  the 
property  of  his  ancestors,  had  fallen  as  OMMir 
gages  into  the-  hands  of  Bern.  By  virtoe  of 
some  right  real  or  imagmary,  he  advanced  a 
claim  to  Soleure,  and  flattered  himself  that  bjr 
stQUagem  er  force  he  might  regain  posseasiott 
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«r  jiU  those  places;  widi  this  vieir  he  dandee- 
tindy  ^oUeeted  on  all  sides  abettors,  and  de- 
signed amidst  the  darkness  of  the  night  to  snrr 
prise  and  take  possession  of  the  town.  The 
prior  of  the  church  of  St  Ursus  was  his  un-' 
de;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  party,  shonld 
le  town  through  the  house  of  John 
one  of  the  canonS|  which  was  situated 
the  town -wall;  in  the  mean  time  the 
abnn-bell  was  to  be  carefully  muflled.  Bvery 
thug  was  ready  •-*«  the  night  was  arrhred  and 
tfie. hostile  party  advancing  in  silrace,  favored 
ky  the  night,  against  the  town. 

A  peasant  however,  John  Rett  of  Rumisberg 
tHMflumaged  to  outstrip  them,  revealed  the  mur- 
deroos  project  of  the  count  to  the  guard  sta- 
tioned at  the  city-gate.  Their  first  thought  was 
to  ling  the  alarmbell;  but  this  was  in  vain; 
eries  of  terror  soon  resounded  through  the 
streets;  every  one  armed  himself,  and  flew  to 
the  walls  of  the  town.  -^  At  the  sight  of  this 
nnexpected.  vigilance  an^  preparation  Ralph  of 
Kgrborg  retired,  covered  with  shame  and  igno- 
mittfp   John  Ajnsteio  the  treadierons  caiK»i| 
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waa  aa&taiiced  to  be  qnai^red;  and  it  ww 
reaolved  that  die  town  should  preseil  usmiaM^ 
ly  and  for  ever,  to  John  Rett  and  to  the  d^ 
dest  in  the  family  of  his  descendants,  a  new 
coat  of  the  same  colors  as  those  of  the  city^ 
red  and  whke. 

From  this  moment  Ralph  of  Kybmg  ww 
environed  with  the  greatest  dangers  and  Hf^ 
fieolties;  for  both  Soleore  and  Bern  seiaed  widi 
meretless  fbry  upon  the  property  of  him  and 
his  adherents;  finding  his  resources  esimusted 
and  himself  deprived  of  the  means  of  gaimng  asjp 
effectual  assistance,  vexation  and  d»grace  soon 
terminated  his  life.  His  brothers  however  who 
were  supported  Irjr  several  of  the  nobles,  fiMiglil 
manfully  for  their  inheritance;  but  as  Bern 
had  i^pealed  to  the  confederates,  Kyburg  wmi 
exposed  to  the  most  imminent  dangers,  and 
its  counts  were  compelled  to  cimclude  a  most 
disadvantageous  peace.  They  sunmidered  to 
Bern  the  lAsolute  possession  eC  Thun  as  weU 
as  their  authinily  at  C^riessenbeig ;  and  Burg- 
dorf  then  besieged  by  the  Bernese^  they  sold 
to  them.  The  confederi^es  who  had  sent  anxip* 
liary  troops,  and  Soleure  who  had  fbmished 
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aohisi^es  for  cairying  on  die  vmtj  were  bodi 
ifjwfclwarsed  by  Bera* 

Tfansthe  murderous  designs  of  Kyburg  against 
Sdeure  terminated  in  his  own  destruction;  whilst 
by  its  bravery  and  prudence  Bern  reaped  the 
most  lasting  advantages,  at  a  time  too  when 
ft  more  formidable  enemy  to  its  fir^dom  than 
ftDthe  power  of  Kyburg  was  harboured  with- 

iii  its  own  walls. 

BVoai  an  abase  or  pervmsion  of  the  lawa^ 

^  ftioagh  the  &afmen<osB  ct  the  dtisens,  a 

PWy  composed  of  a  few  fimiiUes  raly  had 

8^i4iiaUy  Established  thmisdves  in  the-  eoundl 

^^  assomed  the  anthority  and  dkectioa  of  all 

^  tSuis. '  The  inferior  elasses  <tf  the  citisens 

^^^  treated  by  IhMi  accmrdiiMr  to  their  own 

S*^  pleasme^  the  lawis  were  regarded  as  a 

^^^  letter,  and  all  the  ,imp<Mrtant  and  hicra* 

^  pbees  monopolized  by  themselvea  and 

^*^ttr  immediate  adherents.   In  the  social  inter- 

^^^"me  ef  the  citizens  however  and  among 

^  artisans,    the  spirit  of  freedom  was  stiH 

^^^tntly  cherished.  As  soon  tih^r^ore  as  Aey 

^  assembled  aocording  to  andent  usage  en 
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ShrovoHliiesday  (1384)  to  elect  in  a  genenf 
assembly  the  dty- authorities,  they  dqposed 
with  one  exception  only,  the  whole  of  the  ob- 
noxious members  of  the  council,  and  confirmed 
by  oath  for  themselves  and  their  posterity,  that 
the  magistracy  and  citizens  should  no  longer 
form  distinct  classes  but  henceforth  be  united 
like  brothers;  that  every  year  the  valuable 
places  should  be  vacated  and  the  majority  of 
the  council  changed;  that  the  standard-bearers 
and  their  coadjutors  should  select  from  the  dass 
of  artisans  800  men  of  trust  and  respectabi- 
lity to  form  a  general  council,  in  which  how- 
ever no  two  brothers  should  be  permitted  to 
have  seats  at  the  same  time;  that  the  counoil 
elect  should  be  presented  to  the  general  eomi- 
dl  for  confirmation,  whose  duty  it  was  also 
to  administer  to  them  the  oath  and  to  act  in 
every  thing  conformably  to  the  statutes  and 
ordinances  contained  in  the  original  charters. 

Such  were  the  changes  and  measures 
Udopted  at  Bern.  Many  of  the  acts  howevw 
thus  sd^Dudy  ratified,  sunk  in  time  again  into 
oUivion,  so  that  by  degrees  the  annual  dmngb 
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io  the  council  was  omitted  and  it  mattered  little 
who  the  persons  wore  that  formed  the  number 
of  the  two  hundred. 


17. 

The  batde  of  Sempach. 

1385  ^  1387. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  relation  of  the 
sanguinary  battle  in  the  cause  of  freedom  which 
was  fought  with  Austria  and  the  knights  in 
the  plains  of  Sempach  and  Nefels. 

The  nobility,  preserving  the  sanie  implacable 
hatred  of  popular  independance,  continued  to 
oppress  the  servile  peasants  and  to  display  the 
utmost  haughtiness  towards  the  confederates. 
Supported  by  the  duke  of  Austria,  who  in 
order  to  chedi  the  commerce  of  the  Swiss  had 
augmented  the  taxes  in  his  own  hereditary 
states,  the  nobles  thought  themselves  in  a  si- 
tuation to  undertake  every  thing.  Such  was 
the  state  of  parties  when  a  daring  and  enraged 
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mob  proeeeded  from  Luc6m  to  the  castle  <rf 
Rothenborg  where  a  fresh  impost  had  rec^itty 
been  established,  and  levelled  its  walls  with 
the  ground.  The  inhabitants  of  Entlibuch,  whose 
governor  Peter  of  Thomberg  had  levied  addi- 
tional imposts,  entreated  the  protection  of  lio- 
cem  and  the  conclusion  of  an  alliance  between 
them;  this  request,  which  was  acceded  to,  was 
the  origin  of  the  war  against  the  nobles. 

The  men  of  Entlibuch  with  whom  the 
alliance  had  originated,  were  ignominioosly 
put  to  death  by  Peter  of  Thorberg,  who  pla- 
cing himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  proceed- 
ed to  lay  waste  the  country  as  far  as  the  gates 
ef  the  town.  Duke  Leopold  of  Austria  alsoi, 
who  breathed  nothing  but  vengeance  against  the 
confederates  for  the  injuries  he  and  his  house 
had  sustained  from  them,  hastened  in  like  man- 
ner to  take  the  field ;  so  that  the  cry  of  war 
and  the  din  of  hostUe  preparation  resounded 
throughout  the  country.  A  diet  was  hastily 
convoked  by  the  confederates,  but  as  the  ar- 
mistice between  duke  Leopold  and  Bern  was 
uneiqiired,  no  delegate  was  sent  on  the  part 
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of  the  latter.  In  the  conrse  of  a  few  days  no 
less  than  167  of  the  nobles,  both  spiritnal  and 
secular,  jomed  in  denunciations  of  war  and  utter 
destruction  against  the  confederates. 

The  latter  however,  undismayed  flew  im- 
mediately to  arms;  they  soon  razed  to  the 
ground  the  castles  of  Rumlang  on  the  Glatt, 
Aose  of  Moersburg,  Windegg  in  the  district 
61  €raster,  and  Schenken  situated  on  a  de- 
elivity  near  Sursee:  nor  were  their  enemies 
wholly  inactive:  fiivoured  by  the  treacherous 
inhabitants  of  Mayenberg,  they  put  to  the  sword 
a  great  number  of  the  garrison  of  that  town, 
oon^osed  of  the  citizens  of  Zug  and  Lucem, 
and  dien  delivered  the  town  to  the  flames* 
Rdchensee,  no  less  true  to  the  Swiss,  was  in 
like  manner  obliged  to  atone  for  its  fidelity 
by  seeing  its  houses  burnt  to  the  ground  and 
the  majority  of  its  inhabitants  indiscriminately 
butchered  —  for  even  the  helpless  infant  at 
fhe  breast  could  not  escape  their  barbarous  fe- 
rocity. 

Duke  Leopold  now  with  a  numerous  force, 
induding  many  distinguished  knights  and  au- 
xiliaries from  all  his  slates,  marched  from  Ba- 
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den  through  the  Aargau  by-  Snrsee,  for  SMfr-> 
padi,  in  order  to  chastise  as  he  said,  willi 
the  rod  of  iron  its  citizens  for  their  inflexible 
adherence  to  the  confederates ;  this  done^-  he 
meditated  an  attack  on  Lucern*  But  on  his 
arrival  he  found  the  standards  of  the  confeda* 
rates  ahready  collected  on  the  heights.  —  Un* 
willing  to  await  the  arrival  of  his  foot-soldieia^ 
and  fearing  that  the  cavalry  might  be. thrown 
into  confiisiou  in  a  mountain-engagement^  he 
immediately  ordered  his  horsemen  to  dismount 
to  the  number  of  several  thousand  and  joining 
iheir  ranks  as  closely  as  possible,  like  a  wall 
of  iron,-  he  commanded  them  to  level  their  lan- 
ces and  charge  the  confederates.  The  exulting 
cries  of  the  nobles  were  checked  by  baron«  of 
Hasenburg  who  warned  them,  that  pride  would 
avail  nothing;  when  Leopold  added,  „here  on 
my  native  soil  I  will  conquer  for  my  people 
or  perish.'' 

It  was  then  the  season  of  harvest  >^en  the 
sun  darted  his  beams  with  great  ardor.  After 
a  short  prostration  in  prayer  the  Swiss  arose; 
their  numbers  were  400  ^en  from  Lncem, 
900  from  the  Waldstetien,  and  about  a  hand- 
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red  from  Glarus  and  other  plaees;  nnitiiig  now 
dmr  forces,  they  precipitaled  themselves  with 
great  impetuosity  upon  the  impregnable  pha^ 
lanx;  but  not  a  man  yielded  to  the  shock.  The 
Swiss  fell  one  after  another;  numbers  lay  bleed* 
ing  on  the  ground;  their  whole  force  began 
to  waver,  when  suddenly  a  voice  like  thunder 
exclaimed:  ,,I  will  open  a  passage  to  freedom; 
•—  fiuthfiil  and  beloved  confederates,  protect  only 
my  wife  and  children.''  —  These  words  of  Arnold 
Struthan  of  Winkelried,  a  knight  of  Unter- 
walden,  were  no  sooner  uttered  than  he  seized 
with  both  arms  as  many  of  the  ennemy's  spears 
as  he  was  able,  buried  them  in  his  bodjr  and 
sank  to  -the  ground,  whilst  the  confederates 
nuihed  forward  through  the  breach  over  his 
body.  Helmets,  arms,  all  were  demolished  by 
the  blows  of  the  armed  clubs;  and  hundreds 
of  the  shining  coats-of-mail  were  dyed  with 
blood :  ^->  thrice  did  the  chief  banner  of  Aus<* 
tria  drop  to  the  ground  from  the  hands  of  its 
d^jring  bearers,  and  as  often  was  it  again  borne 
aloft  soiled  with  blood.  The  nobles  perished  ! 
in  great  numbers,  and  the  duke  himself  fell  j 
l^less  beneath  the  blow  of  a  Swiss.    Terror  i 
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now  seized  on  the  remaining  combatants ;.  die 
signal  for  retreat  was  given  and  they  flew,  to 
regain  their  horses.    This  was  now  too  late; 
their  attendants,  panic-struck  had  already  saved 
themselves  in  flight.  The  unfortunate  cavalien 
with  their  ponderous  armour,  rendered  still  more 
intolerable  by  the  scorching  rays  of  the  San, 
now  fled  in  all  directions  closely  pursued  by 
the  brave  confederates.  Hundreds  of  the  counts, 
barons,  and  knights  from  Swabia,  Tyrol  and 
Argau  perished,  together  with  thousands  of  their 
attendants.  The  standard  of  Schafhausen,  though 
defended  by  thirty  four  nobles  and  burghers 
of  the  to^vn  with  their  last  breath,  fell  a  priase 
to  the  confederateSi    The  standard-bearer  of 
Lenzberg,  Werner  of  Lo  with  seven  of  his 
fellow-dtizens,  as  well  as  the  chief  magistrates 
of  Aarau  and  Zofingen,  the  former  with  foor- 
teen,  the  latter  with  twelve  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  all  perished.  When  Nicolas  Thuet  the 
magistrate  of  Zofingen  perceived  the  moment 
of  his  death  approaching,  he  tore  the  city-colours 
into  pieces  that  no  hostile  hand  might  boast 
of  possessing  them ;  and  even  in  death  he  was 
found  holding  firmly  between  his  teeth  tlie  staff 
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of  the  baniMMr.  The  dtizens  of  Mellingen  and 
nremgarten  combated  with  desperate  valor 
but  with  less  success,  against  the  confederates: 
— -  snch  was  the  issue  of  the  battle  of  Sem- 
padi  fought  on  the  fi.  of  July^  1386;  and  such 
were  the  glorious  results  of  the  heroism  and 
self-devotion  of  Arnold  of  Winkelried. 

After  this  Bern  also  joined  the  confede- 
rates in  arms  against  Austria  and  their  adhe- 
rents in  the  mountains,  laid  in  ruins  many  of 
the  strong  castles  of  the  nobles,  took  under  its 
protection  the  rich  pasture-district  of  Ober- 
sibenthal,  and  defeated  the  troops  of  Friburg 
on  the  plain  of  Bumplitz.  The  standards  of 
Zurich  and  Lucem.  waved  in  triumph  in  the 
jj^ains  and  valleys  belonging  to  the  house  of 
Hapsborg,  and  the  imperial  town  of  Wesen, 
besieged  on  all  sides  and  menaced  with* -fire 
and  sword,  was  compelled  to  surrender  to  Gia- 
nni, Zurich  and  the  Waldstetten. 

Mean  while  the  necessities  of  Austria  in- 
duced her  to  have  recourse  to  negotiation*  An 
armistice  was  agreed  to  for  eighteen  months, 
but  no  truce  could  allay  their  mutual  animosi- 
ty. The  class  of  nobles  and  every  thing  Aus- 
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trian  were  so  detested  on  account  of  thmr 
coroiis  opposition  to  the  independance  of  tte 
iconfederates,  that  no  one  withoat  endangering 
his  life  could  venture  abroad  with  a  peacool^ 
feather  in  his  hat  or  hehnet,  merely  becaose 
the  Austriian  dukes  had  been  accustomed  to 
wear  one;  nor  could  the  people  throii|^oaC 
the  whole  of  Switzerland  endure  the  sight  off 
a  peacock:  to  such  a  degree  was  this  feeUiig 
carried  that  a  person  in  a  tavern  dashed  liii 
glass  to  pieces  in  a  rage,  because  the  reStmo^ 
lion  of  the  sun's  rays  presented  the  brilliant  - 
colours  seen  in  the  peacock's  tail. 
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The  battle  of  Nefels ;  its  couseqaences. 

1888  — 1408. 

The  nobles  and  the  house  of  Austria  had 
numerous  adherents  still  left  in  differ^t  placeik. 

Although  Glarus  governed  the  conquered 
town  of  Wesen  with  the  utmost  moderatiaD^ 
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yet  the  anei^ilt  rancour  of  its  inhabitants  towards 
their  neighbours,  did  not  in  the  least  abate. 
They  Ibnd  it  less  galling  to  their  pride  to 
emhtfe  the  yoke  of  a  powerfiil  prince  than 
the  inild  government  of  their  equals;  resolving 
therefore'  to  avenge  the  house  of  Austria  on 
the  Svrifls,  they  entered  into  a  secret  cor- 
reqiondiBiice  with  the  neighbouring  nobles, 
introduoed  Austrian  soldiers  into  the  town  dis- 
goised'or  hid  in  barrels,  and  concealing  them 
afterwards  in  cellars  or  in  the  by-corner^  of 
their  houses;  and  to  lull  the  people  of  Glanis 
into  the  most  complete  security,  they  solicited 
from  the  <K>nfederates  an  augmentation  of  the 
garrison,  and  received,  without  the  smallest 
suspicion  of  their  designs,  a  reinforcement  from 
Glarus  of  fifty  men. 

Suddenly  on  the  appointed  night  —  the 
eve  of  St.  Matthew  1388  —  the  Austrian  forces 
to  the  number  of  6000  men  advanced  towards 
the  town  from  all  the  surrounding  country, 
by  land  and  across  the  lake  of  WallenstatL 
A  profound  silence  pervaded  the  streets  and 
dwellings^  .whilst  the  citizens  and  concealed 
soldiery  awaited  the  signal  for  the  massacre. 
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No  sooner  had  it  been  given,  than  lights  vm 
suddenly  sera  Hwng  in  every  window;  fj 
city-'gates  weie  thrown  open  for  the  admisn 
of  the  troops  and  the  scene  of  carnage  begi 
Conrad  of  An,  of  Uri,  governor  of  the  toi 
and  commander  of  the  garrison,  fell  a  vid 
together  with  thirty  of  the  confederates;  hm 
effected  their  escape  by  leaping  over  the  tow 
walls  and  swimming  across  the  lake» 

Glarus,  filled  with  horror,  despatched  a  soi 
but  faithful  band  to  the  frontiers,  to  o^ 
the  raemy  who  were  now  advancing.  II 
roads  of  those  mountainous  districts  were  si 
covered  with  snow,  so  that  no  assistance  cov 
reach  them  from  the  confederates.  Duiii 
several  days  frequent  combats  took  place 
the  frontiers,  till  Glarus  reduced  to  the  utOM 
need,  sent  proposals  to  the  enemy  for  a  f 
and  equitable  peace*  The  Austrian  grandc 
replied  in  a  haughty  and  imperious  tone 
the  address  of  the  Landamman  and  commc 
of  the  canton  of  Glarus ;  -^  „You  must  eonsi 
to  obey  as  vassals  the  duke  of  Ausbi 
your  natural  liege;  have  no  other  laws  I 
those  your  sovereign  gives  you ;  pay  hia  I 
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and  trilrate  and  render  him  personal  service 
wdA  heriot  as  he  has  ordered  yon.  You 
mntt  no  longer  have  among  you  any  families 
eicttpt  from  the  taxes;  deliver  up  to  him  the 
Mt  olT  alliance  you  have  contracted  with  the 
Swiss,  and  join  his  service  against  them;  you 
nniBt  indemnify  the  town  of  Wesen  for  all 
the  (hmage  it  has  sustained,  and  lastly  atone 
for  the  past,  till  yop  shall  have  merited  the 
duke's  grace.^ 

To  this  they  replied:  „We  are  willing  to 
sdmowledge  the  princess-abbess  of  Seckingen 
H  sovereign  of  our  country,  and  the  duke  of 
AMria  as  patron  of  the  convent;  —  we  will 
eimtribate  as  usual  our  share  of  the  taxes,  and 
couent  even  to  indemnify  the  town  of  Wesen ; 
but  we  pray  you  to  leave  us  in  the  eujojrment 
of  oar  ancient  rights,  and  allow  us  to  preserve 
<H»  alliance  with  the  Swiss." 

This  the  Austrian  senators  and  grandees 
lidiealed  with  disdain,  and  commenced  an  im- 
aediate  murch  with  6000  men  against  the 
ftadbles  collected  at  Nefels,  where  Captain 
Am  Bnel  was  posted  with  two  hundred 
firmn  Glarqs.    The  women  and  children 
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fled  for  safety  to  the  mountains;  whilst  messei 
gers  were  despatched  in  haste  from  Uri  ai 
Schwyz  across  the  mountains,  to  order  a  genev 
armino;  of  the  people.  The  powerftil  army 
Austria  however  forced  the  intrenchments  s 
Nefels,  andAmBuel,  who  had  to  maintain  il 
contest  with  scarcely  five  hundred  herM 
retreated  towards  the  mountain  of  Ruti  vrhiti 
protected  the  rear  of  his  little  force,  whih 
in  his  front  the  ground  was  uncultivated  aM 
strewed  with  fragments  of  the  rocks,  wttd 
greatly  impeded  the  progress  of  the  Aus(triii 
cavalry.  Mean  time  the  men  of  Glarus  sholv^ 
ered  down  stones  and  pieces  of  rock  upoi 
the  numerous  force  of  the  enemy  which  thie*< 
them  into  complete  disorder.  They  howevvt 
maintained  the  fight  with  great  ardor,  until  i 
sudden  and  dieerihg  shout  echoed  along  tbi 
mountains,  caused  hy  the  advance  of  thirQ 
men  from  Sdiwyz  who  came  to  the  assistaai'C 
of  Buel.  The  enemy  ignorant  of  the  nuinMi 
of  this  new  force,  and  with  their  ranks  alre«9 
in  disorder,  were  struck  with  dismay ;  the  cavalQ^ 
retreated,  and  the  infantry  imagining  from  tlAi 
that  all  was  lost,  fled  also  in  the  greatest  terr<#) 
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j^       ^^meljr  pqmaed  by  the  men  of  Ghtriis  with  their 

^P^ais,  swords^  and  armed  clnbs.  with  whidi  they 

''^^ie  most  dreadful  havoc.    Above  2500  men 

^Qire  IdUed    in    the   orchards  and  meadows 

'^'faibt  numbers  plunged  into  the  Linth.    The 

^*idge  of  Wesen  was  broken  down  by  the 

^'^f^hl  of  the  fugitives,  and  many  in  complete 

^^Jcnour  perished   in  the  lake.    Such  was  the 

'^Sue  of  the  battle  of  Nefels  fought  on   the 

^Htb  of  April  1388.  At  the  present  day  even, 

^o  people  <tf  Glarus  continue  to  commemorate 

^  fm  the  first  thursday  in  April,  and  pronounce 

^like  tte  names  of  the  heroes  who  fell  on  the 

^ouBeenited  spot,   and  of  those  victors  who 

B^irvived  the  battle  of  freedom. 

Before  the  feme  of  this  exploit  had  reached 

tile  eonfederates,  the  latter  were  already  as- 

BemUed   under  their    banners.     Zurich    with 

^lOQliaiy  forces  from  all  parts  of  the  confedera- 

^  made  an  uusuccessfiil  assault  t>n  the  newly 

^i^Med  town  of  Rapperswyl ;  Bern  aided  by 

^  troops  from  Soleure  took  Buren,  Nidau, 

^1     ^Unterseen,  gained  a  victory  before  t^riburg, 

J     atrehed   through  Aargau   which    they    laid 

J    Viste,  razed    the  ancient   castle  of  Peter  of 
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Gauenstein  to  the  ground,  and  retaraed  loaded 
with  bpoty  through  the  FrickthaL 

The  dukes  of  Austria  hearing  of  these 
numerous  reverses,  and  aware  of  the  danger 
which  threatened  their  entire  possessTons  in 
Thurgau  and  Aargau,  with  a  defeated  ttrmy 
and  an  exhausted  treasury,  concluded  a  treaty 
of  peace  for  seven  years.  By  this  the 
Swiss  were  to  retain  possession  of  all  the 
country  which  had  joined  their  alliance:  Wesen 
alone  was  surrendered,  with  the  conditiOD 
however,  that  none  of  those  who  had  betrayed 
Switzerland,  and  taken  part  in  the  niassacre 
should  reside  there  during  the  peace. 

What  duke  Leopold  of  Austria  (the  4tb 
of  this  name)  had  not  been  able  to  attain  by 
force  of  arms,  he  endeavoured  to  gain  by 
stratagem.  His  first  project  was  to  sow  divi- 
sion among  the  Swiss  themselves,  and  he  even 
succeeded  so  far  as  to  gain  over  to  his  vievm 
the  burgomaster  Rudolf  Schon  and  some  of 
the  senators  of  Zurich.  The  affair  was  how- 
ever discovered  and  its  aim  defeated;  for  the 
citizens  immediately  banished  this  daugeroos 
man  and  his  adherents  from  the  town,   and 
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linttfed  by  an  express  and  formal  act,  the  power 
of  the  burgomaster  and  oooueil,  with  a  view 
to  ffindnish  the  chances  of  its  abuse.  At  a  diet, 
hxid  at  Zurich  on  the  10th  of  June  1393,  the 
assembled  eight  cantons  of  the  confederacy  in 
conjunction  with  Soleure,  established,  and  ratified 
by  an  oath,  a  general  law  martial;  namely,  „to 
avoid  unnecessary  feuds,  but  where  a  war 
was  inevitably  necessary,  to  unite  cordially  s 
and  loyally  together;  not  to  flee  in  any  battle, 
before  the  contest  should  be  decided,  even  if 
wounded,  but  to  remain  masters  of  the  field ;  not 
to  atteiiipt  pillage  before  the  general  had  sanc- 
tioned it;  and  to  spare  churches,  convents  and 
defeicdess  females.'^  This  law,  established 
with  a  view  of  introducing  a  better  system  of 
disdqMine,  was  passed  on  the  occasion  of  the 
war  which  begun  with  the  battle  of  Sempach, 
and  thence  called  the  Sempach-convention^ 

At  the  entreaty  of  Austria  a  prolongation 
of  the  peace  was  agreed  to  and  kept  accor* 
dingly,  for  the  period  of  twenty  years. 

This  long  interval  was  particularly  welcome 
to  the  confederates,  as  it  enabled  them,  by 
the  redemption  and  purchase  of  lands,  to  en* 
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crease  their  rigl^ts.  wd  e:K(^B4;Qie,liml9^:of 
the  commoawealth.  As  every  iiidividaal  fidt 
himself  rich,  when  the  object  of  his  contiohii- 
tions  was  his  country's  honour,  so  in  the  day 
of  battle,  every  combatant  was  rich  in  co^jumge 
and  layish  of  his  blood.  Such  was  the  gplden 
age  of  heroic,  virtues! 

The  inhabitants  of  Zurich  purchased. jSr^^ 
the  impoverished  Austrian  nobility  the  :gqver- 
norships  of  Kussiiacht  on  the  lake  i>f  i^Siirifsh, 
of  Hengg,  and  Thalwyl ;  they  acquired  Jfiso 
the  lordships  of  Grunenberg,  Regen^berg- wd 
many  others,  ^he  inhabitants  of  Lucem  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  whole  of  Rothenbjipig^ 
Ebikon,  and  certain  rights  ovor  M erischin^imdm 
and  the  neighbouring  villages  on  the  lake  ofliu- 
cern;  they  also  received  in  fief  the  imtlos 
of  WoUhusen,  Russwyl  and  Entlibuch.  Tlie 
Bernese  obtained  various  rights  and  possessums 
in  the  mountains  of  Oberland,  together  widi' 
'the  large  valley  of  Frutigen,  the  bQWitifid 
Emmenthal,  the  Landgraviate  of  the  counts  -of 
Kyburg  in  ancient  Burgundy  extending  from 
Thun  as  far  as  the  bridge  of  Aarwangen.  The 
towns  of  Soleure  and  Basle  in   like  manoer 
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extended  their  rights  and  territories  more  ra* 
piiBy  by  means  of  goldj  than  foriperly  by  the 
force  of  their  arms. 

The   ancient   and   free   inhabitants   of    the 
vaUey  of  Urseren<|  at  the  foot  of  the  St.  Got^ 
hard,  entered  iut6  a  perpetual    alliance   with 
Uri:  and  when  the  intendants  of  the  duke  of 
Milan  ordered  the  cattle  of  the  peasants  of 
Obwalden  and  Uri,  on  their  way  to  the  fair 
of  Varese,  to  be  seized  in  consequence  of  a 
(fispute   concerning  the   tolls,  and  afterwards 
refused  to  justify  or  make  atonement  for  their 
proceedUigs,  Uri  and  Obwalden  collected  their 
foiees  under  their  respective  standards,  marched 
aeross  the  St.  Gothard,  and  concluded  an  al- 
liance offensive  and  defensive  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Val  Livinen.    None  ventured  to 
oppose  this  league  and  even  the  lords  of  Bel* 
linzona,  from  fear  of  the   confederates,    soon 
*  joined  it. 

In  this  manner,   during  a  time  of  peace, 

the  Swiss  by  money   and    treaties  extended 

their  territories,   embellished  their  towns  and 

^ages  and  improved  their  civil  institutions. 

^nliQrg,  renouncing  her  ancient  enmity  towards 

7»* 


154 


Bern,  entered  into  a  perpetual  alliance  of  amity 
and  citizenship  with  it  and  the  town  of  Bienne. 
Schaf  hausen  formed  a  constitution  on  the  model 
of  that   of  Zurich,  but  with  more  extensive 
rights*    The    town   of  Zug  having   a  dis|)ute 
with  the  three  communes  of  Menzingen,  Baar 
and  Egeri  concerning  the  right  of  keeping  the 
banner  and  seal  of  the  canton  which  threatened 
to  end  in  a  civil  war,  had  recourse  to  an  armed 
intervention  which  restored  order  and  proclaim- 
ed the  rightftil  claimant.   Glarus  redeemed  the 
tithes  and  privileges,   claimed   by  the  Abbey 
of  Seckingen,  so  that  no  citizen  was  subject 
to  assessment  or  taxation   of  any  kind.  Such 
were  the  results  of  the  peace  which  succeeded 
the  battles  of  Sempach  and  Nefels. 
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19. 

The  heroic   days  of  the  Appenzellers. 

1403  ^  1411. 

The   people  who  dwelt   among  the  moun- 
t^iiis  of  Appenzell,  hearing  of  the  great  bat- 
tles and  exploits  of  the  confederates,  reflected 
with  grief  on  the  oppressive  burdens  imposed  on 
them  by  the  Abbot  of  St  Gall,  and  the  cruel  in- 
J^istice  of  the  intendants  and  collectors  iq  his 
®^fvice;  for  ■  the  taxes  which  they  with  diflR- 
^^^^  managed  to  raise,  were  levied  with  the 
utiiiQ0|  inhumanity.  The  iutendant  of  Schwendi 
^'t^posed   a  heavy  duty  on  cheese,  milk  and 
"^tter,  and  whoever  attempted  to  pass  without 
Ikying  it,  was  assailed  by  two  ferocious  dogs. 
-'he  governor  of  Appenzell,  to  shew  his  deter- 
^^ation    of  maintaining  his  right  of    heriot^ 
y  virtue  of  which  he  claimed  the  best  dress 
^^^ry    one    died    possessed    of,     caused     a 
^^Ve    to   be   reopened  and    took    from    the 
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corpse,  the  dress  iu  which  a  poor  family  had 
buried  their  parent. 

The  indignation  of  the  people  at  length 
burst  forth.  Resolving  to  endure  such  a  mon- 
strous abuse  of  power  no  longer,  they  made  i^ 
unexpected  attack  on  the  castles  and  expelled 
the  intendants.  Abbot  Cuno  who  dwelt  at 
St.  Gall,  and  who  had  no  troops  nor  money 
at  his  command  to  raise  any,  demanded  aid 
from  the  ten  imperial  towns  of  Swabia  with 
which  he  was  in  alliance.  They  immediately 
despatched  messengers  to  the  Appenssellertf  to 
caution  them  from  proceeding,  but  the  latter 
replied:  „We  are  willing  to  acknowledge 
the  due  riglits  and  authority  of  the  Abbot,  bttt 
will  not  tolerate  injustice:  we  only  entreat  of 
the  Abbot  to  allow  his  agents  to  be  dioeen 
from  just  and  honorable  persons,  whom,  we 
desire  to  nominate." 

The  imperial  towns  convened  a  council  at 
Ravensburg,  at  which  they  rejected  the  propo-^ 
sition  of  the  people  and  reinstated  the  former 
agents;  who  instigated  by  revenge  now  exer- 
cised greater  cruelty  than  ever. 

The  abbot  Cuno  was  also  at  variance  with 
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Hm  flmrisiiiiig  town  of  St  Gflll,  to  which 

mamcm .  privileg^es  had  been  granted  by  the 

aa^on,  and  which  was  in  alliance  with  other 

Hiperid  towns.    From  its  advantageous  poiri- 

tiM  it  enjoyed  considerable  coamerce  and  af^ 

loeipoe,  so  that  its  inhabitants  would  willingly 

tern  thrown  off  the  yoke  of  dependanco  on 

Ae  Abbey.     Appenzell  and  St.  Gall  having 

A«  same  interests  at  stake,  and  actuated  by 

^  iiffiie  wants   and  fears,   entered  into  an 

^IKaiice  for  the  mutual  defence  of  thdr  indent 

fn^ogatives. .  This  measure  highly  displeased 

^  Abbot,  who  now  redoubled  his  severiQr 

^^^Viids  the  AppenBdlers,  refiised  to  listen  to 

^  complaints  and  sought  to  annul  their  al- 

1>UI09  <with  St.  fiall.    This  excited  in  its  turn 

4i*(|riigiia(ion  of  the  people  who  demanded  an 

^aMtion  from  th^  Abbot  and  at  the^sanie  time 

'    Ml  1^  arms.  Cuno  alarmed,  fled  to  kis  estate 

it  WyL    Mean  while  the  ten  hnperial  towns 

i^jifai  assembled,  and  decided  „ttat  the  Abbot 

Sbdold  dioose  his  agents  from  the  people  of 

the  country,   but  without  any  previous  nomi- 

flition;  that  the  amount  of  the  imperial  tax 

jiMnrtd  be  fixed  by  the  emperoi^  and  that  the 
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allianee  of  the  Appenzellers  with  St  ChP 
sh!oiild  be  for  evet  null  and  void."  The  peefltf 
of  St  Gall  made  no  demur  to  this  sentom^ 
but  the  Appenzellers  exclaimed,  that  unfair  wM 
treacherous  means  had  been  employed  to  briagE 
it  abput*  They  easily  perceived  that  the  haughtjr 
grandees  of  tlie  Swabian  towns  were  mof^ 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  princely  AhMI 
than  to  the  well-being  of  poor  peasants.  Tho 
inhabitants  of  the  mountains  therefore  assembM^ 
and  the  Rhodes  or  septs  swore  to  their  did^ 
tains,  and  every  commune  to  the  Landammfl^ 
in  the  village  of  Appenzell,  to  remain  dnroogb 
every  danger  faithfiil  to  their  common  cause. 

Seeing  themselves  thus  forsaken  by  tk^ 
town  of  St.  Gall,  they  sought  the  alliance  if 
the  different  cantons  of  the  confederacy,  exciting 
that  of  Bern ;  five  cautiously  refused  their  SoK-, 
citation,  butSchwyz  joined  them  in  an  aHiaace 
of  citizenship,  and  Glarus  made  known  thit 
the  brave,  and  friends  of  liberty,  who  wished 
to  assist  the  Appenzdlers  were  at  liberty  (0 
join  them. 

As  soon  as  the  Abbot  heard  of  this,  and 
when  the  impmal  towns  had   again  issoad 
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m  admonitions  and  threats  to  the  people  of 
it  was  resolved  to  employ  force  to 
bade  the  peasants  to  submission  and  duty. 
Qjoneand  foot  soldiers  were  speedily  equipped, 
and  despatched  to  St.  Gall,  where  they  were 
ivetoomed  and  abundantly  feasted  by  the  Ab- 
bot; diey  then  continued  their  march  which 
was  led  by  the  cavaliers  in  glittering  armour, 
ftUowed  by  5000  foot«  At  an  early  hour  (May 
ISA  1403)  they  proceedod  across  the  Linsen- 
Uhel,  and  through  die  excavated  road  towards 
^  heights  of  Vceg^iinseck  where  the  village 
^Speicher  is  situated. 

The  Appenzeliers,  well  instructed  in  the 
^2<Huse  they  had  to  take,  had  SOO  men  from 
ChttQB  and  300  from  Schwyz  with  them,  and 
^  aoon  as  the  sentinels  posted  on  the  moun- 
Uas  gave  the  signal  of  the  enemy's  approadi 
t  feneral  rising  took  place.  Every  one  took 
iea?e  of  his  wife  and  diildren,  resolutely  det^* 
flttiied  to  venture  all  when  all  was  at  stake :  those 
vho  were  too  old  to  join,  poured  forth  blessings  on 
heir  sons.  Two  thousand  men  were  immediate- 
f  assembled  at  Voeglinseck ;  eighty  of  the  Ap- 
iuBellers  posted  themselves  above  in  the  hollow- 
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way  aod  on  fhdr  right  and  left  the  men  cf  Gla- 
rus  and  Schwyz,  took  ap  a  position  in  the^intdL 
The  enemy's  eavalry  ocHSimenced  boldly  tke 
asiient  of  the  mountain,  when  the  eighty  Ap- 
penxellers  opened  upon  them  with  their  slings 
and  lances,  whilst  their  flank  was  attacked  by 
the  men  of  Glarus  and  Schwyz,  who  issued 
from  die  wood.  The  horsemen,  hemmed  in 
the  narrow  pass,  could  neither  manage  iior 
turn  their  horses,  lliey  at  length  however 
forced  a  way  up  the  mountain  to  gain  the  levd 
ground;  but  here  they  were  encountered  by 
the  whole  force  of  Appenzell  in  battle-array 
led  by  Captain  Jacob  Hartsch.  When  the  ene- 
my's commanders  discovered  this,  they  det^^ 
mined  to  order  a  retreat  by  the  excavated  way 
aad  await  the  Appenzellers  in  the  plain  below; 
they  accordingly  issued  the  order  „back;''  a 
cry  which  was  instantly  echoed  along  the 
mountain  by  the  whole  army !  This  led  those 
in  the  rear  to  believe  that  the  day  was  lost^ 
and  that  a  general  retreat  was  ordered,  whidi 
struck  a  panic  into  every  heart  Mean  while  the 
brave  men  of  Appenzell,  Glarus,  and  Schwys, 
broke  in  simultaneously  from  all  sides  upon  them 
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iftithe  oaDcavated   road;    and   Um  •nmny   in 

4fim|lele  disorder  ooonaMnced  a  rt^at  tovrards 

^4iaU«  Six  hundred  cavaUeni  in  mail,  lay  dead 

ia  the  hollow  pass  j  the  otheis,  pushed  fixrward 

oMtlfaeir  own  infantiy,  foUowed  by  the  swords 

fikei,aBd  clubs  of  the  Appenzellers. 

Ntthuig  was  now  heard  in  the  tea  imperial 
tovii^  but  wailings  for ' lost  fathers  or  sons: 
IB  immediate  peace  was  signed  and  nothing 
^mundertaken  in  support  of  the  Abbot  The 
lite  reproached  the  towns  for  deserting  his 
■Mm,  and  charged  the  Ajqienjidlers  with 
knsiag  ravaged  his  terrkoiy,  and  laid  his  east- 
hi  ia  ruins.  Ho  next  appealed  to  duke  Frederic 
^  Aaatria,  to  -whom  he  r^resented  that  if 
■^MiiiHws  were  not  taken  to  prevent  i^  Appen* 
^  would  become  another  Switeerland;  and 
Ai^  if  ultimately  it  should  be  admitted  into 
Aa.confederacy,  the  nobility  and  Austria  itself 
V^ivld  lose  every  thing  in  the  uppw  Alps. 

.After  long  discussions  duke  Frederic  pro- 

^<&Md  him  assistance,  andcollected  a  numeroos 

'^^(ee  among  which  were  many  noble  cavaliers. 

H^  this  army  he  advanced  in  two  divisions 

^ftiinst  Arbon  and  St  Gall,  to  surprise  die 
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couutry  firom  both  ades.  Befcnre  his  arrival 
howcfver,  Rodolf  of  W^enberg  presented  lii»- 
self  before  the  general  assembly  of  the  A^ea- 
sellers  and  said:  ^,1  learn  that  the  dnke  is 
making  preparations  in  the  Tyrol  to  renew  the 
attack  on  you;  it  behoves  the  oppressed  to 
be. united;  for  diis  reason  I  stand  bejfore  you; 
you  all  know  me  —  behind  those  rocks  is 
Werdenberg  the  heritage  of  my  fathers,  and 
my  ancestors  ruled  in  the  Rheinthal;  hot  all 
has  been  seized  by  Austrian  avarice;  my  heart 
and  sword,  are  all  it  has  left  me:  these  I  Miig 
to  you,  receive  me  as  a  free  fellow-citizen  and 
let  me  live  and  combat  amongift  you.^ 

Having  finished  his  address  he  exchanged 
his  armour  and  the  rich  dress  of  a  noble  for 
that  of  a  shepherd,  and  took  up  his  abode 
amongst  them.  Such  devotion  to  their  cause 
on  the  part  of  the  warrior  won  every  heart, 
and  induced  them  to  declare  him  their  generaL 
They  constructed  fortifications  in  the  defiles 
and  renewed  their  former  friendship  with  the 
town  of  St  Gall. 

On  a  rainy  day  (the  17  June  1405)  fiat 
main  body  of  duke  Frederic's  army  advanced 
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urom  Altqjtetten  in  the  Rheinthal  towards  the 

foontieis  of  Appenzell,  ascending  the  mountain 

An  den  Stoss.  The  road  was  slippery  and  the 

mardi  rendered  difficult  by  the  rains  which 

Ind  fidlen  and  the  short  herbage  of  the  meadow ; 

added  to  this  400  Appenzell^s  with  some  men 

rf  Gtarus  and  Schwyz  incessantly  rolled  down 

opon  them  fragments  of  rock   and  trunks  of 

^nes.   Scarcely   had  they  arrived  half  way 

V  the  mountain,  when  on  a  signal  given  by 

Indolf  of  Werdenbcrg  the  troop  of  the  Appen- 

*  idttoB,  amidst  loud  shouts,  darted  upon  the 

*li^y  broken  ranks  of  the  enemy.    Ruddf 

W8  amongst  the  foreInos^  and,  like  aU  the 

''wnz^ers  barefooted,  which  gave  them  a 

'"^  secure  footing  over  the  slippery  ground. 

^.crossbows  of  the  enemy  were  unavail- 

^  for  the  strings  were  lax  fropi  the  rain; 

^  had  therefore  only  spear  and  sword  to 

^tt^ee  to  the  same  weapons  of  their  enemies. 

^Austrian  army  fought  with  die  energy  of 

^'^^Mur:  when  suddenly  they  beheld  from  the 

""^cil^ts  another  troop  of  Appenzellers  whose 

^^«ii|pi  apparently  was  to  cut  off  their  retreat 

^^Austrians  seized  with  terror  fled  down  the 
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lantnn  tiloMy  pursued  by  the  Appensellen. 
DioBe:  wbo  had  preseirted  dtemselves  on  the 
lieightB  were  the  wives  and  daughters  4ii  the 
Appenzellers  who  had  disguised  themsetvos 
in  shepherds'  frocks,  d^ermined  to  die  in  the 
cause  of  freedom  by  the  side  of  their  husUuids 
and  brothers,  ior  aid  diem  in  their  victoiy. 
Torrents  of  rain  dyed  with  blood  w^e  seen 
streaming  down  the  mountain*  Hie  combat 
and  pursuit  was  continued  during  six  hoois 
as  fiur  as  the  Rheinlhal,  when  the  Appenndlits 
returned  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  offefiM  en 
their  knees  thanksgivings  to  God  for  dieir 
victory* 

In  the  mean  time  duke  Frederic  la^^ing 
eveiy  thing  waste  in  his  course,  arrived 
by  another  route  with  a  splendid  army  befbre 
die  walls  of  St  Gall:  but  finding  the  town 
too  strong  he  set  out  on  his  return  to  Arbon, 
when  the  citiaens,  formed  into  several  sniail 
bands,  fell  upon  the  disorderly  cavalcade  and 
killed  great  numbers  of  them  near  the  Hanpl- 
lisberge.  The  duke  was  greatly  annoyed  at 
such  a  disgrace,  but  his  vexation  was  unbounded 
when  he  heard  of  the  defeat  of  his  people  on 
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tte^toss^  aiid  he  vowed  not  to  leave  the  oountrj 
unavenged.  With  this  view  he  caused  a  re» 
poet  to  be  spread  that  he  was  leaving  Arbon 
to  rebDrn  home  through  theTyrol,  and  actually 
took  die  road  with  his  army  towards  the  Rhine: 
but  on  arriving  at  the  village  of  Thai,  he  sud- 
denly gave  the  order  for  his  troops  to  asoend 
the  Wolfehalde  to  make  against,  the  AppeiiH 
^eqi,  hoping  by  this  unlooked-for  attack  to 
strike  consternation  into  this  race  of  shepherds. 
^  latter  however  were  perfectly  infoimefl 
of  an  their  movements,  aud  as  the  Austrian 
tit»ops  were  ascending  the  mountain  in  perfect 
<iQidd«9ce  and  without  observing  any  order 

.  ^  dncipline,  400  Appensellers^  amidst  tiiemen- 
dou  shouts,  rushed  down  upon  them.  They 
<heiv  up  their  ranks  with  great  celerity  and 
took  an  advantageous  post  near  the  churdi. 
A  terrible  combat  ensued;  forty  of  the  App^ir 
sellers  were  killed  before  the  duke's  ranks 
could  be  broken;  they  at  length  gave  way;  a 

general  flight  down  the  Wirffishalde  foUowed, 

and  the  death  of  every  Appenzeller  was  avenged 

tenfold  upon  the  fugitives. 

Venting  his  rage  in  vain  imprecations  at 
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the  iflsue  of  the  war,  the  duke  set  cot  to  re- 
turn  to  the  Tyrol.' 

The  fiune  of  the  Appenzellers  and  the^  ter- 
ror of  their  arms  soon  spread  throughout  the 
country;  they  now  formed  an  alliance  for  nine 
years  with  St.  6aIL  They  avenged  the  inju- 
ries of  Rudolf  of  Werdenberg  on  Austria,  by 
conquering  for  him  the  inheritance  of  his  bo- 
thers in  token  of  their  gratitude.  Actuated  by 
similar  feelings,  they  assisted  the  Schwysen 
to^  gain  the  valley  of  Wegi  and  the  lower 
marches  from  the  dukes  of  Austria,  and  pe- 
netrated by  the  Vorarlberg  into  the  Tyrol,  as 
far  as  Landeck,  where  they  encountered  and 
routed 'the  mercenary  bands  of  the  duke.  The 
Tyrolese,  who  inhabit  the  banks  of  the  Inn 
and  the  Adige,  ahready  began  to  demand  of 
each  other  „wherefore  should  we  trouble  our- 
selves about  the  duke;  why  not  become  free 
Swiss?''  The  Appenzellers  however  having 
learnt  that  the  duke  was  calling  out  the  troops 
of.  the  empire  stationed  on  the  borders  of  the 
'  lake  of  Constance,  hastily  left  the  Tyrol 
and  returned  home:  but  no  enemy  was  to  be 
found. 
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The  war  had  now  been  oarried  09  with  great 
fiiry  for  five  years,  during  which  thevictorioas 
Appensellers  had  struck  terror  into  thw  enemies 
along  the  borders  of  the  lake  of  Constance, 
the  Thur  and  the  Inn,  taken  above  sixty  cafr- 
Ues,  more  than  thirty  of  which  they  had  burnt 
to  the  ground,  and  finally  -  laid  siege  (though 
unsQCcessful)  to  the  town  Bregenz.  Nor  was 
it  tin  all  these  countries  had  been  laid  deso- 
late that  they  thought  of  having  recourse  to 
peace. 

The  emperor  of  Germany  took  upon  him- 
self the  decision  of  the  question :  but  the  Ap- 
pepzellers  who  had  reason  to  suspect  his  im- 
partiality, were  but  little  satisfied  with  his 
decree.  By  the  mediation  of  Schwyz  the  abbot 
Cuno  was  reinstated  in  the  revenues  whidi 
rightfully  belonged  to  him,  but  he  lost  for  ever 
all  right  and  authority  over  AppenzelL  Austria 
concluded  a  truce  for  several  years  and  took 
possession  again  of  the  Rheinthal. 

Satisfied  with  the  freedom  and  independance 
the]/  enjoyed  amidst  their  native  mountains,  the 
Appenzellers  concluded  a  treaty  of  alliance  and 
citizenship  on  St.  Catherine's  day  1411  with 
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the  GonfedflratOB,  B^n  only  excepted;  in 
they  promised  to  engage  in  no  futore  war 
without  their  sanction^  and  to  assist  them  with 
their  «itire  force  and  at  their  own  cost  in  oase 
of  war.  The  Swiss  on  the  other  hand  stipulated 
that  the  entire  confedwation  as  well  as  eaeh 
canton  in  particolar  should  have  the  right 
of  extending  or  limiting  the  present  treaty; 
as  also,  that  should  they  be  obliged  during 
any  war,  to  render  assistance  to  the  App^- 
zellers,  it  should  to  be  at  the  latter's  cost 

This  treaty,  so  unequally  advantageous'  to 
the  two  parties,  shewed  how  anxious  the  Ap<-* 
penzellers  felt  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
recent  independance,  since  they  could  agree 
to  such  cpnditions  to  obtain  the  alliance  of 
the  confederates;  whilst  on  the  other  hand  it 
proved  how  much  the  latter  apprehended  that 
the  warlike  spirit  of  the  people  of  Appenzdl 
might  involve  them  in  disputes  and  foreign 
wars. 
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Conquest  of  Aargau  by  the  confedera- 
tes }-— establishment  of  Vice-regencies. 

1412  —  1418. 

The  brave  inhabitants  in  the  Appenzell 
OdOiuitains,  after  having  achieved  their  liberty 
and  concluded  an  alliance  witli  the  eon- 
fiidfrates,  were  well  contented  to  abandon 
avMy  thoi^ht  of  any  new  war*  J^vke  Fre- 
dndc  .on  his  part,  soon  perceived  that  little 
good  -could  result  from  ^hostility  with. a  people 
who  were  grown  strong. by  their  unanimity  in 
defence  of  their  rights,  and  who  valued  their 
lives  less  than  their  independanoe.  He  was 
aware  also,  how  powerful  the  confederates 
had  become,  and  felt  that  their  friendship 
was  much  more  desirable  than  their  enmity. 
He  therefore  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace 
for  fifty   years  with   the  eight  free  cantons, 
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whidi  th^  eonstitutecl  the  confederacy ;  (M^T 
SSy  141S)  recognising  at  the  same  time  their 
right  to  all  their  possessions.  The  confedoa- 
tes  on  their  part,  acknowledged  all  the  doke^ 
claims  within  their  territories,  whether  in  mort- 
gages, fie&,  or  prescriptive  rights,  and  the 
following  sixteen  towns,  situated  within  his 
hereditary  states,  were  obliged  to  ratify  the 
peace}  namely,  Schafhausen,  Waldshut,  Lan- 
fenbnrg,  Seckingen,  Rheinfelden,  Diessenhofen, 
Baden,  Rapperswyl,  Brugg,  Bremgarten,  Z»- 
fingen,  Sorsee,  Lenzburg,  Mellingen,  Aaiia 
and  Frauenfeld. 

The  peace,  however,  had  not  lasted  tfaiM 
years,  when  Sigismand  emperor  of  Gemumy, 
repaired  to  Constance,  where  a  great  cooncQ 
was  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  terminatiag 
die  numerous  schisms  which  prevailed  in  the 
Christian  church.  From  the  remotest  conntries 
were  assembled  the  most  distinguished  prelatea^ 
and  ambassadors  of  kings  and  princes;  from 
Italy,  Germany,  France,  England,  Poland, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Hungary  and  other  states. 
Here  they  met  to  decide  on  certain  new  doc- 
trines broached  by  a  priest  at  Prague,  named 
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Bn^  and  which  had  made  mmitttNitl-proaely  tea 
fim&'the  Roman  faith.  The  Roman  church 
was  also  torn  by  internal  division^  for  instead 
of  MM^  there  were  no  less  than  three  popes 
flifiaiy  and  France,  who  pronounced  their 
VMtliemas  and  excommunications  against  each 
ofiier,  by  which  great  scandal  and  disunion 
WIS  occasioned  throughout  Christendom. 

Whilst  the  spiritual  and  temporal  lords  were 

te  assembled   at  Constance^  duke  Frederic 

.  "Wla  involved  in   a  quarrel  ivith  the  emperor 

Sigismund,  in  consequeiice  of  the  former  hav- 

i>K  refused  to  repair  to  Constance,  to  receive 

rJM  iwas  customary,  his  fiefii  from  the  hands  of 

i     Am  emperor.    The  council  of  the  clergy  also, 

;     Mtfieatly  displeased  with  the  duke  for  hav- 

Uf  hot  his  powerful  protection  to  one  of  the 

JNipes  named  John,  whom  they  wished  to  de- 

poaa.    But  the  duke   continuing   in  obstinate 

dinbedience,  the  council  pronounced  the  Judas 

anathema  against  him,  and  sentenced  him  to 

the  greater   excommunication.    At  the   same 

tune  that  the  emperor  declared  him  guilty  of 

]u{gh  treason  against  his    person  and  states, 

and  despoiled  him  of  all  his  sovereign  rights 
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and  digttiilM,  the  fidthM  subjects  hoik  of  die 
einipire  and  of  the  oonfederation,  were  smmnoi^ 
ed  to  takb  tip  aitnft  against  him.  The  emperor 
engaged  the  town  of  Schafhaosen  to  renoimiDe 
its  allegiaaee^  and  offered  in  return  to  gnanmtm 
its  indepeiidance,  hy  which  like  the  V 
towns,  it  Would  in  future  hold  its  rights 
conditionally  and  immediately  fronUhe  onplm. 
This  Ifliintation  was  joyfully  accepted  by  Stiiae- 
hauseii;  Frauenfield,  Diessenhofen,  and 
the  whole  of  Thurgau,  promised  on 
terms,  submission  and  obedience  to  the  emperHk 

The  coiifederates,  however,  justly  8cni||id 
to  infringe  the  peaes  so  recently  conciadil 
with  the  duke  for  fifty  years.  It  is  froe  litb 
holy  coundl  absolved  them  from  all  the  'tik 
aittentant  on  sucli  a  step,  whilst  tb»  emperor 
guaranteed  to  them  in  peipetuity  the  poasuih 
sion  of  whatever  territory  they  might  conqifBr 
from  Austria,  their  natural  enemy.  But  dw 
inhabitants  of  the  Waldstetten,  Zurich,  Zuf, 
Lucem  and  Glaras  replied:  —  „we  can  never 
be  persuaded  that  so  treadierous  an  act  can 
be  ^sommendable." 

Bern  however  thought  otherwise :  the  op- 
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portnnity  appeared  tea  ftvourable  $gx  aggran-* 
duang  its  own  dominipnft  and  leaaening  Uie 
povar  of  Anatria,  to  idlow  it  to  slip.  Hitherto 
itBc  iKtitory  had  been  Mnereased^  eidier  by  pur* 
daae  or  by  treaty;  never  by  the  sirord.  The 
iangnagfi  its  citizens  now  hM  to  Zurich  was; 
^fliflt  Ike  war  was  sanotioned  by  justice  and 
honoor,  for  tlie  entire  and  the  chnrdi  oam-t 
ionndad  it;  and  that  die  hoar  was  noml^ii/an^reii 
ftrtbe  destraction  of  all  the  enemies  af"  thein 
HpiArtfaem."  As  the  confederates  continued 
810  vf^ctant  to  obey,  the  emperor  sent  seve-^ 
nd  threatening  messengers  to  them,  whilst 
dNm  Muncil  held  forth  its  ecdesiastic  denun- 
ciMiDns  against  the  ndiole  confederation,  if 
Iboy  did  not  take  the  field  against  the  duke. 
Bern  now  lost  no  time  in  preparing  ito  for* 
cas}  an  example  which  was  soon  followed 
alia  by  Zurich,  which  felt  unwilling  to  lose 
its  share  of  the  booty.  After  this  all  the  other 
Mnfederates,  Appensell  alone  excepted,  obeyed 
the  DMUidates  of  the  emperor  and  the  church. 
As  aeon  as  the  news  of  these  preparations, 
and  of  the  misfortunes  of  their  sovereign  duke 
Frederic  was  known  by  the  nobles  and  the 
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towns  of  Aargau,  they  convoked  a  diet  at* 
Sursee^  in  the  flpring  of  1415,  in  whidi  tba- 
deputies'  from  the  towns  proposed  to  obaerva 
a  strict  neutrality  between  Austria  and  Switsei^ 
land:  ,,Let  it  be  our  object,"  said  they,  ^t^ 
maintain  the  imperial  rights  in  conjonctioiL 
with  our  own  liberties.  It  is  now  the  tinie 
for  the  whole  of  Aargau  to  enter  into  an  aU 
lianot^^|r  the  common  defence;  then  it  laaj 
join  iw'eonfederation  as  a  s^erate,  free,  and 
equal  state,  without  fear  of  the  prepondentim^' 
power  of  a  superior  canton,  or  of  subjugatiott 
from  its  equals.^' 

The  pride  of  the  nobles  however,  could  nMUL 
allow  them  to  condescend  to  make  common  GansST 
with  the  towns:  they  prefeired  a  servile  de- 
pendance  under  their  princes,  to  being  levelled 
to  the  rank  of  plain  citizens;  the  diet  there- 
fore was  dissolved  without  having  lead  to. any 
advantageous  result ;  the  towns  however,  agree- 
ably to  their  previous  intention,  determined  ta 
put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  con- 
federates; —  but  this  was  also  now  too  late. 

On   their  way  early  the  next  morning  to 
the   confederates,  the  deputies  of  the  towns 
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l^eiceived^oii  all  the  neigbbouring  hcaghts,  sig^ 
nak  for  a  general  rising  of  the  Swiss,  with 
banners .  flying  ^  and  troops  drawn  out ;  they 
thor^ore  sorrowfully  retraced  their  steps 
towards  home. 

Meanwhile  the  Bernese  troops  marched 
against  Zofingen ;  kept  the  town  in  alarm  for 
some  days,  and  forced  it  at  last  to  renounce 
its  allegiance  to  the  duke,  and  to  tfpEe  the 
oath,  of  fidelity  to  the  emperor  and  fijj^Benu 
On,  the  right  of  Zofingen  were  situated  on  a 
locky  height  four  forts,  called  the  Wyken; 
three  of  these  were  taken  by  the  Bernese, 

Cthe  Lucerners  possessed  themselves  of 
fonrOu  On  the  left  of  Zofingen  lay 
Aarburg,  a  small  town  and  fortress  on  the 
Aar;  both  of  these  also,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Bern,  as  well  as  the  two  Wartburgen  or  watch- 
towers  on  the  neighbouring  mountains.  From 
dience  they  set  out  for  Aarau,  joined  by  rein- 
forcements from  Soleure,  Bienne,  Neuchatel 
and  Neustadt.  Aarau,  though  not  with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  its  citizens,  surrendered 
itself,  on  condition  of  retaining  its  franchises^ 
to  the  joint  protectipn  of  the  Roman  empire  and 
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the  towns  of  Bern  and  Soletnre.  Bragg  and 
Lenzbmg;  capitolated  on  similar  terms,  as  wail 
as  several  castles  in  Aargan;  as  Trosdraig^ 
whidi  was  burnt  to  the  ground,  Ruod,  Bran^gg 
and  others.  Thns  by  rapid  marehes  ant 
sadden  attacks^  the  Bernese  took  in  the  spaee 
of  a  few  weeks,  seventeen  fortresses  and  fti^ 
tified  towns,  and  were  masters  of  an  extensive 
and  :.iiltL  country  with  scarcely  any  loss  to 
thmHwNi  uii ;  before  the  castle  of  Wildegg  onlyi 
where  the  brave  barons  of  Hallwyl  endeavour- 
ed to  make  a  stand,  four  men  were  killed.   . 

At  the  same  time  the  standards  of  haOBC^ 
had  advanced  by  Sursee,  and  gained  possessiipF 
of  the  higher  districts  along  the  Sur,  the  W^ 
gem,  the  Aa  and  the  Winna,  until  they  reached 
the  furthest  boundaries  of  the  Bernese  oon« 
quests:  whilst  on  the  eastern  side,  they  subdned 
the  fertile  country  of  Reichensee,  Meyenbeig 
and  Vilhnergen. 

The  forces  of  Zurich  had  now  passed  mount 
Albis  and  forced  the  free  bailliage  of  Knonan 
to  swear  allegiance  to  them;  iidiilst  another 
detachment,  following  the  course  of  the 
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mat  towards  Baden  in  Aargan,  took  posses- 
sion  of  Dietikon  in  their  march. 

In  ttke  territory   where   the  Linunat  and 
IleasB  approach  the  Aar^  the  banners  of  the 
seven  cantons  of  the  confederacy  had  joined, 
and  contributed  in  concert,  to  complete  the  con- 
quest of  what  still  belonged  to  Austria ;  namely 
Hellingen,  Bremgarten  and  Baden.  The  former 
OC  these  displayed  its  loyalty  to  theoaige  of 
Qie  duke   during   four  days;  Baden  ttiiftde  a 
^  more  obstinate  resistance,  as  the  castle 
tf  Stein  which  commands  the  town,  contained 
^QOD&derable  garrison  under  the  command  of 
Ifl^  lord  of  Hannsberg.     The  Bernese  how- 
*^  having  succeeded  in  levelling   a  part  of 
^  walls,  and  the  garrison  finding  its  suppl}' 
^  ^^vater  very  scanty,  yielded  at  last  and  was 
^^'^  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins ;  —  the  flames 
^  Qiis  ancient  castle  were  seen  far  over  the 
«>>»oimding  country. 

After  these  conquests  had  been  adiieved, 
^  confederates  began  to  think  of  organizing 
^^r  new  states;  what  Bern,  Zurich  and  Lu- 
^'^'^  hud  won  with  their  own  arms,  they  each 
'^^^ined  possession  of,  with  the  same  rights 
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which  Austria  had  exercised.  But  (hose  dis- 
tricts whidi  had  been  acquired  in  commaii, 
were  to  constitute  common  bailliages.  Bern 
alone  was  excluded  from  this  arrangement,  as 
its  territory  had  been  already  too  much  extended^ 

The  people  of  Uri  now  addressed  the  oon- 
fedarates.  „We  hear,"  said  they,  ,,that  the 
emperor  and  the  duke  are  reconciled,  it  wet^ 
best  Ae^efore  to  give  up  to  the  emperor  what 
we  fake  acquired,  that  he  may  restore  to  the 
duke  what  belongs  to  him;  for  this  war  was 
not  ours,  but  the  emperor's*  W^  of  the  can- 
ton of  Uri  will  not  participate  in  what  we 
have  no  right  to;  our  fathers  have  transmi 
to  us  a  custom  of  prizing  an  inviolable 
above  every  thing  else."      , 

This  language  however  was  only  "ridiculed 
by  the  other  confederates,  who  replied:  •^ 
„how  scrupulous^  how  godly-minded  the  people 
of  Uri  are ;  they  must  always  have  something; 
singular  and  unlike  the  rest!"  ^r-  Itwasdeter-» 
mined  therefore,  as  Vri  had  refused  its  share^ 
lba$  Zurich,  Lucem,  Schwy^s,  Unterwalden 
and  Glarus  should  govern  alternately  for  two 
years,  these  common  bailliages^  and  that  do* 
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ppfies  firom  the  above  cantons  should  annually 
inspect  the  details  of  the  administration^  and 
%  audit  the  accounts  of  the  public  revenue. 

These  conquests  of  the  confederates  were 
subsequently  confirmed  to  them  by  the  em- 
peror,  and  thus  they  came  to  rule  over  those 
counlaries  instead  of  Austria.  Though  free  ci- 
tiaenSy  they  augmented  like  sovereign  princes 
the  number  of  their  subjects,  both  in  tU^wns 
and  provinces.    ^ 


t 
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BeVolt  in  the  Valais  against  Raron :  -^ 
Battle  of  Arbedo,  and  artifice  of  Zoppo. 

1419  -^  14a9« 

Scarcely  had  a  century  elapsed  since  the 
heroic  action  of  William  Tell,  when  the  towns 
and  districts  of  Switzerland,  once  tributary 
themselves,  now  subjected  others  to  their  rule, 
and  were  become  formidable  even  to  those 
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who  before  made  tbem  tremble;  inhSiat  the 
descendants  of  those  ancient  warriorB  aad 
knights,  who  at  that  period  menaced  thetowns 
from  their  rock-bnilt  fortresses,  were  now 
humbly  soliciting  to  share  with  them  the  rights 
of  citizenship,  or  selling  their  possessioiis  to 
them  and  abandoning  their  country,  to  avoid 
obedience  to  plebeian  rulers. 

AE^fliis  had  inspired  the  confederates  with 
a  pro^  sentiment  of  their  own  strength,  aad 
developed  a  military  pride  which  would  miC 
brook  indignity  from  either  friends  or  foes;  as 
was  seen  in  the  quarrels  occasioned  by  Wh» 
chard  of  Raron,  *the  captain  general  of  tb^M 
Valais.  ^§§ 

When  the  confederates,  in  conjunction  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Uri,  conquered  the  valley  of 
Livinen,  they  took  possession  also  of  the  neigli- 
bouring  valley  of  Ossola,  in  which  they  left  • 
small  garrison.  The  duke  of  Milan,  to  prevent 
its  continuing  in  the  possession  of  the  Swiss, 
sold  it  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  sent  off 
some  troops  through  the  Valais  to  Ossola,  and 
the  lord  of  Raron  undertook  to  direct  them 
in  their  march  across  the  mountains;  the  feeble 
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garrison  left  by  the  Swiss  was  in  conseqfaence 
fbroed  to  letire. 

Raron  was  reported  to  have  said,  that  had 
he  been  there  not  a  single  Swiss  shoaM  have 
eSGi^ed  alive.  This  arrogant  langaage  great- 
ly incensed  the  people  of  Unt^rwalden  and  . 
Uri,  and  induced  them  to  complain  to  B^n, 
wha»  Raron  possessed  the  right  of  dtixenship. 
nmr  a^eal  proving  fruitless,  they  iaittgated 
the  people  of  the  Valais  to  rise  agahttt  hinu 
They  had  indeed  already  numerous  subjects  of 
complaints  against  hha;  amongst  others  for 
kaving  formed  a  compact  with  Savoy  without 
tfHhmr  concurrence,  and  leaguing  with  the  other 
mjpandees  of  the  country  to  trample  on  ihm 
aaeient  rights  and  bring  them  back  to  a  state 
of  vassalage.  The  people  of  Brieg  therefore 
Mid:  „If  we  wish  to  maintain  the  Valais  in 
its  ancient  rights,  it  behoves  us  to  curb  our 
unruly  nobles ;  and  every  loyal  man  will  help 
to  do  it.'' 

According  to  an  old  custom  of  the  couifr 
Ijy,  persons  were  sent  about  with  a  large 
dub  on  which  a  dolefid-looking  visage  was 
earved,  endrded  with  rods  and  thorns.    This     ^^ 
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figoie,  intended  to  represent  oppressed  jnstiee^ 
and  called  by  the  Valaisans  the  matze  (fimi 
mazza,  a  club)  having  been  brought  into  an 
open  square,  the  people  soon  gathered  round 
it,  and  one  of  the  boldest  as  chief  of  the  malse^ 
advanced  towards  it,  and  placing  it  upright^ 
some  of  the  crowd  addressed  the  figure:  f— 
„ Matze,  why  art  thou  so  sorrowful?  What 
brings  ihee  here,  matze?''  As  no  answer  wis 
returned,  others  then  said,  „ Matze,  we  wiD 
lend  thee  assistance,  show  us  against  whom. 
Art  thou  afraid  of  Sillenen?  is  it  Asperling  oc 
Henngarten  who  ofiends  thee?"  The  matae 
however  was  silent  and  motionless  as  befbre||| 
but  when  flaron  was  named  it  bowed  pro4|F 
foundly  in  token  of  assent.  They  then  took 
the  matze  and  paraded  it  from  village'  to  vil- 
lage, through  the  ten  districts  of  the  Valais, 
saying^  the  matze  was  going  to  visit  the  cap- 
tain general  of  the  province,  and  afterwards 
the  bishop  of  Sion  his  nephew,  and  all  his 
other  adherents. 

As  soon  asRaron  observed  the  commotioii, 
and  the  bitter  feelings  which  animated  the 
people,    he  fled  to  Savoy    to  entreat   pro- 
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teetion  and  aid  from  the  duke.    The 
in  the  mean  time  reduced  to  ashes  his  fine 
casllQ  which  stood  on  an  eminence  overlook- 
ing   Siders,    as  also  his  tower   and  the  hi- 
flb^'s  fortress  which  commanded  the  town  of 
K'®^;  and  finally  laid  siege  to  his  strong  casQe 
^  tteaoregard,  built  on  a  lofty  rock  over  the 
Clupins.     AU  his  possessions  were  destroyed, 
aor  clid  the  duke  of  Savoy  feel  sufficient  con- 
fid^ce  in  himself  to  render  him  any  assistance. 
Qe  now  therefore  repaired  to  Bern,  to  im- 
V!<^^  aid  firom  Ins  fellow-citizens.    The  in- 
lAititants  of  the  Valais,  on  the  other  hand  ap- 
illpded  to  Uri  and  Unterwalden,  and  as  a  free 
^9^1e,  concluded  with  them  a  defensive  alli- 
MOe^  engaging  to  assist  them  in  regaining  poss- 
^'^on  of  the  valley  of  Ossola^  which  lies  con- 
^^Sftoas  to  the  Valais.    The  troops  of  Uri  and 
^iitterwalden  immediately  traversed  the  lofty 
^^  followed  by  those  of  Schwyz,  Lficem  and 
^^di;  the  Valaisans  soon  joined  them,  and 
^  entire  valley  of  Ossola  was  reponquered* 

Hem  however,  supported  the  cause  of  Raroo 
^*^  the  confederates,  and  demanded  tlfltt  ja- 
^tite  should  be  rendered  to  him;  long  negodii- 
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tions  followed,  till  at  length  the  Bernese  pro> 
posed  to  send  a  force  agamst  theValais,  ni 
invited  the  confederates  to  join  them/  This 
Unterwalden,  Uri  and  Lucem  however,  refiued 
to  accede  to.  To  avert  the  calamity  of  a  ci- 
vil war  between  the  cantons,  which  this  refb- 
sal  seemed  to  threaten,  the  neutral  cantons 
convoked  a  diet  at  Znrich,  and  after  a  raft* 
ture  deliberation  of  the  question,  they  decided 
„that  the  Valais  should  first  make  restitution 
to  the  fugitive  noble  of  all  his  pojSsessioiiB) 
who,  in  his  turn,  should  then  render  justice  lo 
the  Valalsans  by  removing  every  subject  of 
complaint."  4. 

But  the  chiefs  of  the  parties  in  the  Valaitf- 
refused  to  submit  to  this  judgment,  and  imi- 
ted  the  people  to  a  determined  resistance*  They 
collected  an  armed  force,  entered  OberhasG^ 
from  whence  they  drove  off  the  flocks  on  pre- 
text that  the  lord  of  Raron  aided  by  these 
people,  had  formerly  committed  ravages  in  the 
Valais.  On  this,  Bern  immediately  sent  off 
troops  to  the  Valais  to  defend  the  passes  of  its 
mounfains;  and  although  Schwyz  and  Zurich 
again  offered  their  mediation,  the  Valaisans|| 


185 


pvfening  war  to  an  equitable  adjustment, 
iised  to  aooepi  it^ 

The  Berneee  leinforced  by  the  banners  of 
Vfibwtgj  Salenre,  Neacfaatd  and  others,  13,000 
Strang,  now  marehed  acress  the  Alps,  and  en* 
tared  by  theSanetsdi,  towards  Siders,  theVa* 
laisaa  district -of  Gombs.  Th^  were  also  snp^ 
porled  by  Schwyz;  but  the  obstinacy  of  the 
VidaisanB  lost  them  all  support  on  the  part  of 
Uri  and  UnterwaUen.  Numberless  villages 
seen  fdl  a  prey  to  the  flames,  ndiilst  terror 
and  alarm  spread  through  the  whole  country* 

A  peasant  named  Thomas  Brantschen  how- 
Upver,  rallied  the  drooping  courage  of  his 
Mkiweilizens,  and  thus  adressed^  them  on 
mmag  the  enemy  plundering  on  th^  march 
towards  the  village  of  Ubicheu:  —  „ What 
then  has  becraie  of  the  Valais,  the  anoient 
Imd  of  heroes?  Was  is  not  at  Ufaridien  that 
out  forefathmi  defeated  in  a  Uoody  battle  the 
dnke  of  Z&hringen?  Let  us  then  ohee  more 
flght  here  in  defmce  <tf  our  country  imd  our 
birtfirights,  or  meet  glory  in  ike  arms  of  death.^ 

At  these  words,  he  with  400  other  brave 
Valaisans  mshed  from  an  ambuscade  up<m  the 
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formidable,  but  unfonned  battalions  of  the 
federates.  Brantschen  fought  with  heroic 
lor;  forty  of  the  Bernese  lay  dead  at  bis  feet, 
before  he,  the  lion  of  the  Valais,  felL  The 
Bernese,  panicHStruck,  began  to  waver^  whea 
the  advance  of  a  reinforcement  from  Schwyi 
forced  the  Valaisans  to  retreat  to  their.  foniHC 
position.  None  ventured  to  pursue  them,  and.tbSt 
following  day  the  Swiss  retreated  from  the  VaF- 
lais,  for  the  Bernese  troops  had  received  ft: 
severe  check  also  in  an  engagement  with  the 
people  of  Sanen. 

Proposals  of  peace  were  now  again  made^ 
and  at  last,  though  reluctantly,  acc^ted  by  tho^ 
Valaisans;  for  they  were  required  to  make  re* 
sdtution  of  his  possessions  to  the  lord  of  Rft-  ' 
ron,  and  to  pay  him  10,000  florins  as  an  a 
demnification  for  his  losses.    A  like,  sum 
to  be  paid  to  the  Bernese  for  the  war,    and 
4000  florins  to  the  chapter  of  Sion.  All.  this  took 
place  a  few  months  after  the  heroic  action  ni 
Thomas  Brantschen.  (1420.)  The  lord  of  RaroDi 
who  had  tarnished  for  ever  the  honor  of  hip 
family,  eaied  his  life  far  from  his  couutryv 
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iMled  with  the  exeeratioiis  instead  of  the  love 
^  die  people. 

MflUiwhile  the  duke  of  MUan  who  had  not 
ftigottai  the  loss  of  the  valley  of  Ossola,  be- 
MM  doubly  incensed  when  he  heard  that  the 
iowa  and  entire  district,  from  the  valley  of 
Kronen  to  Lago  Haggiore,  had  been  sdd 
fij  the  confederates  to  the  barons  of  Sax^ 
Ml  of  Bellinzona ,  for  S400  florins.  Setting 
M  it  the  head  of  a  strong  force  which  he 
M  eollected,  he  took  Ossola  and  Bellinzona 
^  sttrprise,  and  compelled  the  whole  district, 
^  even  the  valley  of  Livenen,  to  swear  al- 
^^l>ttioe  to  him. 

Ihe  efforts  now  made  by  the  confederates 
^  avenge  themselves  were  too  late;  that  con- 
^  which  anciently  united  them,  had  since 
^  oonquest  of  Aargau  altogether  disappeared^ 
^  occasioned  this  long  and  fatal  delay.  The 
^ite  cause  sullied  also  the  lustre  of  their  dear- 
flight  victory  near  Bellinzona,  when  after 
Mring  traversed  the  St  Gothard,-  they  en- 
^imtered  in  the  plain  of  Arbedo  the  forces  of 
^ilan,  and  maintained  the  conflict  from  mer- 
^  till  evening  against  the  military  skill  and 
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desperation  of  the  Italian  troops.  Ammiffli 
the  numbers  of  the  brave  Swiss  who  fdl  j« 
this  engagement,  were  John  Bot^  landpuA- 
man  of  Uri,  Heniy  Puntiner,  standard- beimr 
of  the  same  canton,  and  the  venecable  V^ 
Kolen,  ammann  and  standard-bearer  of  I^iy* 
The  hUter  ha,ving  been  killed  at  the  head  of 
his  troop  with  the  banner  in  his  hand,  one  (f 
his  sons  drew  it  from  under  his  father's  ho^^ 
and  waved  it,  covered  with  blood,  over  Uw 
heads  of  the  battalion.  Though  the  heroic 
youth  was  himself  afterwards  slain,  the  bramy 
was  savcfd  by  John  Landwing  from  falling 
into  the  enemy's  hands.  (JuneSO^  1422.) 

SorrowQU  at  their  severe  loss  for  so  poor 
a  victory,  and  venting  their  vexation  in  mu- 
tual reproaches,  the  confederate^  retraced  their 
march  across  the  St.  Gothard,  leaving  a  g^iiu 
risen  only  in  the  valley  of  Livenen.  Several 
years  were  now  taken  up  in  disputes  as  to 
the  course  proper  to  be  taken  against  the  dnkie 
of  Milan;  but  as  they  had  recourse  only  to 
half  measures,  and  these  with  reluctance,  they 
ended  in  accomplishing  nothing. 

This  result  of  their  pusillanimous  counaeta, 
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tAidled  die  anger  of  Petermann  Rysig,  a  coa<- 

fageoiSB  Schwjrser,  who  at  the  head  of  about 

800  intrepid  companioiis  whom  he  had  collec* 

ted  9   passed  the  St  Gothard,   and  traversing 

at  moantams  on  his  right,  entered  the  valley 

-eC  Oasda,  whence  he  expelled  the  Milanese 

garrison,  and  established  his  little,  band  in  its 

pim:  and  though  afterwards  the  whole  power 

atiniaii  was  brought  in  array  afainst  him, 

i       Sysig  sdH  kept  his  ground.    The  heroism  of 

I      tUi  hmdltal  of  Schwyseics  at  length  roused  the 

^iiei^giai  of  the  confederates,  and  encouraged 

/^^  once  more  to  mardi  their  troops,  in  con- 

JQiUjtlon  with  some  auxiliary  forces  firom  So* 

'^^,  the  Valais,  Toggeoburg  and  Rhetia,  to 

^    ^^  viltey  of  Ossobu    This  proceeding  filled 

^Q  Adce  of  Milan  with  dismay;  but  what  he 

^^^^d  no  longer  hope  to  achieve  by  the  power 

^  his  sword,  he  flattered  himself  to  accom- 

PUaih  by  skill  and  address. 

He  accordingly  despatched  his  chamber- 
'^Uii  Zoppo,  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  money, 
^  treat  wiA  the  iconfederates.  Actuated  as  it 
^^^nied  by  the  purest  sentiments  of  honor,  the 
^^1y  Zoppo  displayed  the  greatest  kuidness 
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and'  mumflcence   towards  Ae  sentttofs.    fle 
4saceeeded  in  disuniting  their  interests  by  IliaC 
persuading  Uri,  Nidwalden  and  Lucem,  to  cob^ 
xlude  seperate  treaties  of  peace,   and  l^fteiH 
wards )   by  secret  agreements,  won  over  ,0Mi^ 
rest  The  result  was,  that  in  I486,  the  eonfifr- 
derates  surrendered  to  the  duke  of  Milaa  fbf 
valleys  of  Ossola,  Bellinzona  and  Liveneii|  Ajr 
•the  sum  ot  31,000  and  some  hundred  flfltiiMi| 
together  with   certain  rights   and  immntiitup; 
in  favour  of  their  merchants  and  traders.  *  The 
confederate  troops  returned  to  their  homes^  th*'*^- 
glorious  exploit  of  Petermann  Rjsig  was  rate 
dered  superwogatory,   and  the  noble  blood  a^ 
the  Kolins  had  dyed  their  banner  on  the  Tfimbk 
of  Arbedo  in  vain.    Never  has  warrior  proved 
so  formidable  to  the  Swiss,  as  a  Zoppo!        v 
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The  High-leagae  in  upper  Bhetia;  — ^ 

That  of  the  House -of- God,   and  the 

League  of  the  Ten  jurisdictions. 

1426  —  1436. 


the  confederates  were  thus  barter- 
iag  for  gain  what  had  been  ci¥on  by  the  blood 
«f  so  many  heroes ,  a  far  different  spirit  per- 
Tided  the  valleys  and  mountains  of  upper  Rhe- 
^  — *  that  of  freedom ,  justice  and  unity. 

GKnce  the  dominion  of  the  Franks,  the 
people  had  been  tributary  subjects  or  vassals 
of  the  bishop  of  Coire,  the  abbots  of  Disen- 
tis  and  Pfeffers,  and  other  spiritual  lords  9  as 
wdl  as  of  numberless  counts,  barons  and  no- 
Ues.  Although  the  town  of  Coire  enjoyed 
many  privileges  under  its  bishops,  the  citizens 
had  still  numerous  causes  for  complaint;  whilst 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  villages  endured 
Uie  g^atest  hardships,  in  consequence  of'  the 
[   noeflsant  wars  carried  on  between  their  great 


or  petty  lords:  nor  were  their  aaSBBnagi 
much  diminished  in  times  of  peace  under  the 
system  of  oppresdon  and  craelty  exercised  hy 
iheir  masters.  Never  had  Uri,  Schwyz  tad 
Unterwalden  more  merciless  tsrratits  thanRbe- 
tia  —  but  Rhetia  firand  also  its  TelL 

When  the  despotism,  seIfidmesS|  injnstiei^ 
and  overweening  pride  of  their  rulers  had  ni- 
ched its  highest,  the  wretched  inhabitanto  cf 
Rhetia  did  not  forget  that  they  also  were,  hu- 
man beings;  and  that,  as  children  of  thesaoM. 
heavenly  father  they  had  received  .finmi  him 
birthf-rights  which  no  tyrant  could  witfaoni  in- 
justice wrest  from  them.  The  noble  cooragt 
which  glowed  within  the  breast  of  a  tafw  in- 
dividuals in  the  different  valleys,  soon  kindbd 
that  of  the  entire  population  in  the  canse  of 
their  sao'ed  and  immutable  rights.  ^ 

In  the  elevated  and  verdant  valley  of  JBn- 
gadin  —  from  whose  glaciers  the  Inn  rushfll 
impetuously  down  towards  the  Tyrol — stood,  on 
a  rock  above  the  village  of  Madulein,  the 
castle  of  Gardevall,  then  the  torror  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  The  fierce  and  hangli^ 
castellan  saw  by  chance  a  young  girl,   wbB 
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dwelt  in  ihe  opposite  village  of  Camogask,  and 
being  struck  with  her  heaiity  he  despatched 
some  of  his  menials  with  orders  to  bring  the 
maiden  to  him  the  same  night  The  father 
wbose  name  was  Adam,  felt  horror-struck 
on  learning  their  errand,  whilst  his  daughter 
was  ovnwhelmed  with  despair.  Summoning 
up  his  pretence  of  mind  lie  said  to  the  mes- 
8eii^;er8:  ,,  Inform  his  g^ace,  that  to  morrow- 
momiog,  I  will  bring  my  daughter  to  him 
nrfBeU."  When  they  were  gone,  Adam  hasted 
ned  to  his  neighbours  and  friends,  his  eyes 
flashing  with  indignation ,  and  his  heart  pant- 
ing for  vengeance. 

'  He  related  to  them  what  had  occurred,  elc- 
daiming:  „Are  we  men  or  are  we  this  lord's 
4»ttle?''  Every  bosom  kindled  with  rage,  and 
they  sdemnly  swore  the  same  night  to  put 
an  end  to  the  misery  widch  desolated  the  val- 
legr,  or  perish  in  the  attempt 

Early  the  next  morning  Adam  conducted 
his  young  and  beautiftd  daughter  in  bridal 
attire  to  Gardovall ,  attended  by  some  of  the 
coaopirators  to  form  the  procession;  whilst 
othsfS,  well  anned,  had  concealed  themselves 
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near  the  casde   to  await  the  favorable  a»- 
ment 

On  perceiving  the  girPs  arrival,  the  eaatB^ 
lau  descended  quickly  the  castle  steps,  mt 
advanced  to  embrace  the  virtuous  girl  beflm 
the  eyes  of  her  father;  but  the  latter  drawmg  I 
his  sword  instantly  plunged  it  into  the 
ster's  heart    He  then  with  his  follow^rs^ 
ced  an  entrance  into  the  castle,   despatihei 
the  numerous  retinue  within,   and  disfriajriai 
the  signal  of  freedom  from  the  windows^  dMjr 
were  joined  by  the  rest  of  their  troop.    Gaid^ 
voU  was  delivered  up  to  the  flames,  and  al 
the  country   below   the  sources   of  the  19% 
at  once  liberated  from  the  tyranny  of  its 
masters. 

In  the  rich  pasture -valley  of  Schams,  d»> 
lightftdly  situated  amidst  the  lofty  Alps,  sliol 
the  castles  ofBarenburg  andFardun,  thekidl 
of  which  were  monsters  of  inhumanity.  TblJ 
acknowledged  no  other  law  but  their  4IWB 
wills,  and  the  wretched  people,  unable  to  !#• 
sist,  were  condemned  to  sufier  in  silence  duir 
atrocious  cruelties.  The  sturdy  John  ChaUv 
however  scorned  to  suflfor  thus  tamely 
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■Mmifirid  oj^ressioiis^  and  when  two  horses  of 
Fardim's  were  driven  into  his  corn-field,  he  was 
so  incensed  that  he  felled  the  animals' to  the 
ground.  This  ofibnce  he  was  doomed  to  ex- 
fUte  in  irons  and  tortures;  his  rdations  how<» 
0ver  by  tears  and  entreaties,  and  the  payment 
ef-a  heavy  ransom,  at  length  obtained  his  re- 


CShaldar  again  cheerful  and  happy  in  the 
bosom  of  his  family,  was  one  day  seated  at 
dnmer  when  the  lord  of  Fardun  entered.  On 
Vm  arrival  all  respectfiilly  rose  to  salute  him; 
hrthe  with  a  disdainfid  look,  returned  their 
Imiiage  by  spitting  into  the  soup  they  were 
eatii^.  The  rage  of  Chaldar  could  hold  no 
hmger;  he  seized  the  tyrant  by  the  throat,  ex<» 
claiming;  „Now  then  swallow  the  soup  thou 
hast  seasoned ''  —  kad  thrusting  his  head  into 
the  hot  broth,  he  strangled  him  in  his  despe- 
jnta  gripe.  Chaldar  now  hastened  from  his 
kot  and  raised  the  people;  all  flew  to  arms, 
aad  soon  the  castles  of  Fardun  and  Barenburg, 
mnidst  slaughter  and  flames,  were  levelled  to 
Ike*  ground. 

'Aa  in  these  valleys  the  cause  of  liberty 
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tras  proii(M6d  by  Che  iiihnmanity  and  tyrtoajr 
of  the  ncMeii,  so  in  ihe  other  distrioteof  Rhe^ 
tia  it  dW«d  iti  progress  lo  their  ambition. 
Hartmami  bishop  of  Coire^  was  oontinualljr  i 
volved  in  wars  with  the  nobles  of  (he 
try;  and  as  he  was  unable  himself  to  deAod 
all  the  domiuns  of  his  church,  whidi  waie 
spread  through  several  villages  and  vallqif^ 
and  often  situated  even  in  ihe  territories  of 
his  enemies,  he  granted  to  the  suiqects  of  the 
House-Kif^God.,  the  rig^t  of  forming  defemiva 
alliances  among  themselves  and  with  the  vat 
leys  and  neighbouring  villages.  So  eariy  as 
1396  the  subjects  of  the  House^f-God  nriNk 
biting  the  valle3m  of  Domleschg,  Avers,  Obar- 
halbstein  and  Bergun,  concluded  a  treaty  irilh 
the  lords  of  Werdenberg,  in  Schams,  Ham* 
leschg  and  Obervatz,  which  was  the  tonaith 
lion  of  the  confederation  subsequently  knowfi 
as  the  league  of  the  House-of-God. 

The  counts  and  nobles  of  upper  Rhelia 
pursued  a  similar  course,  so  that  in  tiie  year 
1400,  having  previously  formed  an  alliaMe 
widi  the  people  of  the  valleys,  they  conda- 
ded  a  perpetual  defensive  league  with  ttor 
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oeig^iboiirs  the  Glaranese,  to  nut  the  aggrcft* 
ef  the  Uflhop  of 


In  these  aUianees  however  between  the 
valleys )  a  reservation  was  always  made 
of  the  seigniorial  rights,  which,  as  the  lords 
MfloMwledged  no  law  but  their  own  will  and 
pleasure  woe  liable  to  great  abase;  hence 
injnstioe  was  as  common  in  the  tribunals  as 
hwcftuiity  on  the  high-roads. 

To  put  an  end  to  these  evils,  without  re- 
fHNirse  tQ  violence  and  disorder,  an  associa- 
Ijam  vaa  formed  by  a  number  of  loyal  and 
IHH^id  peasants  of  upper  Rhetia.  They  held 
;  Pil^y  fneetings  between  the  abbey  of  Db^ 
[  flMlia  an4  the  small  town  of  Ilanic,  the  first  waU 
led  town  on  the  Rhine;  there  in  a  wood  near 
tl|ie  Yillflg^  of  Truns  they  deliberated  on  .their 
fil^iimon  ^pteroBts,  aqd  aftero^ards  communica- 
ted in  pqpQdfuce  their  reiiolutions  to  the  most 
irorthy  men  of  their  respective  districts. 

A  day  was  next  appointed,  on  which  every 
distri^  and  valley  of  upper  Rhetia  ahould  send 
iln  worthiest  and  best  informed  men  to  the 
dtflSpient  lords,  praying  that  justice  and  secu- 
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rity  might  be  guarantied  to  all,  by  a  mimm 
compact  which  all  idiould  swear  to;  wiUn^t 
however  infringing  the  real  and  acknowle^g^Mt 
rights  of  any  rank  or  condition. 

The  lords  took  alarm  at  this  sadden  tnj^ 
peal  from  the  woods  of  Truns;  but  calling  .-lo^ 
mind  the  events  which  a  century  before  liat 
taken  place  in  the  Swiss  confederacy^  .tt# 
pious  and  prudent  abbot  of  Disentis,  Fetor  of 
Poltinga,  did  not  hesitate  to  admit  the  josliM 
of  the  people's  claims.  In  this  arowal  ha  wif^J 
followed  by  the  counts  of  Werdenbei]g  anl 
Sax,  the  barons  of  Rhezuns  and  others ^  efi^ 
ther  from  a  dread  of  the  violence  of  their 
subjects,  or  from  fear  of  the  poweiftti  bislio^ 
rick  of  Coire,  against  which  they  hoped  toftift^ 
tify  themselves.  -t'^ 

Accordingly  the  different  lords  and  diefMN 
ties  from  the  districts  of  upper  Rhetia, 
bled  at  the  village  of  Truns,   habited  in 
pie  grey  frocks;  here  in  the  open  air  and 
der  the  shade  of  a  maple  tree,  they  eoiicliidef 
in  the  name  of  the  holy  Trinity^  a  perpeCnal 
alliance  for  the  maintenance  of  strict  and  isH 
partial  justice,  without  prejudice  to  the  real  lighH. 
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of  any  man)  high  or  low,  (May,  1424)  Such 
was  file  origm  of  the  high,  or  Grison  (grey) 
league,  which  received  its  completion  at  a  la- 
ter period  by  the  accession  of  the  valleys  of 

\  Misox  andCalanca.  The  name  of  Grison  was 
soon  extended  to  all  Rhetia,  although  the 
teagoe.  of  the  House-of-God  had  before  exis- 
ted seperately,  and  many  districts  on  the  side 
of  the  Tjnrol  belonged  to  neither  of  the  lea- 
gues, but  to  the  extensive  domains  of  the 
riob  count  Frederic  of  Toggenburg. 

SooD  dfter  these  events  had  taken  place,  this 

E  wealthy  count  died ;  and  as  he  left  no  issue,  great 
jGmis  were  entertained  lest  a  war  should  break  out 
on  aceount  of  the  succession.    Deputies  how- 

.  evur  vfeie  assembled  from  the  various  districts, 
hamleto  and  jurisdictions  of  Rhetia,  dependant 
on  the  house  of  Toggenburg,  as  Davos,  Klos- 
tas^  Kastels,  Schiersch  and  Seewis;  from 
die  canonial  jurisdiction  of  Schiersch;  from 
Halans,  Maienfeld,  Belfort,  Churwalden  and 
Schalfick,  interior  and  exterior.  Being  con- 
imuA  they  said:  „ Since  the  death  of  the 
eoont  of  Toggenburg  has  left  us  free,  let  us, 
likie  Ifae  subjects  of  the  House-of-God  and  of 
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upper  Rhetia,  eAtablish  in  these  moimUuns  itae 
a  perpetual  league,  by  whidi,  while  we  le* 
apect  the  rights  of  others  we  will  proteet  our 
own,  and  mutually  aid  and  support  eaoh  othor 
in  every  danger.  No  one  shall  be  sued  beAiie 
a  foreign  tribunal,  nor  shall  any  new  allianee 
be  formed  without  the  consent  of  alL  As 
soon  as  the  Toggenburg  succession  is  de- 
termined, the  heir  shall  receive  full  and  «dni- 
paired  possession  of  his  prc^rty,  hot  widi 
out  any  power  to  dissolve  our  league."  They 
then  all  solemnly  swore  to  the  eon^Ml,  en 
the  friday  after  Corpus  Christi,  1486;  radi  is 
the  origin  of  the  league  of  the  Ten  jurtedietimMu 
Thus  a  new  confederacy  fl^ruAg  up  MMmg 
the  three  leagues  of  the  Rhetian  Alps,  aol 
from  that  time  the  Rhetians  themselves  were 
ever  after  denominated  the  Grisons ,  or  Qrep- 
leaguers. 
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23. 

Dispute    concerning    the    Toggenburg 

succession. 

I486  -  1448. 

The  deadi  of  the  wealthy  count  of  Tog- 
genburg  produced  very  dilBkrrat  effects  on  the 
Grisons  and  the  Swiss.  Among  the  former 
it  roused  a  4M>urageous  people  to  fireedom  and 
oni^,  but  in  the  latter  it  only  excited  feelings 
of  cn^dity  and  amUtien,  which  lighted  np  the 
Itauaes  of  a  civil  war. 

Scveely  had  this  old  count  closed  his 
^rw  in  death,  when  numerous  claimants  arose, 
as  heirs  to  his  vast  possessions;  portions  of 
which  lay  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine, 
and  some  were  situated  along  the  mountains 
€f  Appenzell,  tram  the  lake  of  Zurich  to  the 
lyroL 

Of  diis  latter  was  the  Toggenburg  domain, 

the  lordship  of  Usnadi,  the  Marches,  Windegg 
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in  Gaster,  the  Rhinethal,  the  lordship  of  8»- 
gans,  and  the  Ten  jurisdictions  in  the  ooanfay 
of  the  Grisons.  Besides  these,  were  various 
others  atuated  in  the  Thurgau  and  other  pbH 
cesp  The  countess  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  tbb 
decefused,  had  coiisidered  herself  as  sole  and 
legal  heiress;  but  some  distant  relations  of  hsr 
husband's,  contested  her  right  and  put  in 
of  their  own.  Zurich  in  like  manner 
cdved  it  had  some  pretentions  to  the 
tance,  as  the  count  had  been  a  citiaseii  of  Hie 
canton  and  town,  and  had  died  withool  iammt 
and  SchwyE,  for  the  same  reason,  entertaiiiBd 
the  like  pretentions. 

'     The  countess,  to  secure  to  herself  the  most 
powerful  protection,  united  her  interests  mon 
dosely  with  those  of  Zurich,  by  formally  eadug 
to  it,  UjBuadi,  the  Uznacherberg  and 
rikon.    The  people  of  Schwyz,^on  the 
hand,  urged  the  count's  relations  to  intwAit 
the  widow  froni  alienating  any  part  oi  (be  i>- 
heritance.    Upon  whidi  the  subjects  of  the   ' 
count  who  inhabited  Lichtensteig,  the  valleys 
of  Ne&er,  Thur,  and  St  John ;  Uanacb,  aiid 
lower  down  the  lake,  of  Wallenstatt, 


ed  to  ibe  people  of  Sehwyz,  that  their  deceased 
lord)  .who  was  so  anxious  for  their  welfare 
whilst  Uviog,  intended  that  they  should  find 
protection  and  safety  in  them  after  his  death. 
jjReeeive  then  our  oath,"  said  they,  ,,and  con^ 
mdiBt  us  henceforth  as  your  fellow-subjects." 

The  lordship  of  Sargans  also,  of  which  at 
bis  death  the  count  was  feofiee,  was  at.  the 
^itieaty  of  its  inhabitants  redeemed  by  duke 
Frednric  of  Austria,  who  admitted  them  amongst 
the  momber  of  his  loyal  subjects:  but  perceiv- 
uig  afterwards  that  they  had  not  been  influenced 
by  bmest  and  pure  motives,  he  abandoned 
them  to  Henry  count  of  Werdenb^g. 

When  the  intelligence  of  this  alliance  of 
Ibnach  and  other  places  with  Schwyz  reached 
Zofkdh)  the  dtizens  were  highly  indignant  and 
aMoaed  a  menacing  tone,  because  Uznach,  as 
they  argued,  belonged  to  them.  The  people  of 
Sdkwyss  however  sent  a  few  troojps  into  the 
SMur^ieB^  and  in  the  direction  of  Usnach,  to 
protect  their  new  feUow-dtizens  fhmi  violence, 
•ad  proposed  to  the  people  of  Zurich  to  have 
Ae  matter  settled  by  arlntration:  they  fturther 
alloiwed  Glaros  to  participate  in  their  aatfior- 
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iiy  over  the  new  poesessioiis,  to  eecore  tn 

of  needy  the  cooperation   and  support  of  OiIb 

canton. 

Since  the  conquest  of  Aaigau,  and  the  fsv- 
matioh  of  common  baiUiages,  the  governments 
of  the  towns  and  cantons  of  Switsserlandluid 
assomed  a  mncfa  loftier  tone;  and  thongh  Aej 
boasted  a  love  of  liberty,  it  was  more  oomiMl 
than  real,  since  they  refhsed  to  permit  otheni 
U»  -enjoy  it  equally  with  themselves.  Hmj 
prrferred  to  have  subjects  rather  than  flree  M» 
low-dtizens;  andas  at  a  former  period  they  Imi 
felt  reluctant  to  admit  Aargau  as  a  fVee  stale 
into  their  confederacy,  so  now  they  Uiought 
less  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  Toggen- 
burg  than  of  gaining  subjects. 

Hence  the  numerous  disputes,  the  firequeat 
disorders  and  conflicts  which  ensued  and  m 
often  terminated  in  bloodshed.  The  grand  dial 
which  assembled  at  Lucem,  far  fVom  effi^cting 
the  feestablishraent  of  order  and  tranquillity, 
broke  up  only  with  more  embittered  feelings 
towards  each  other.  The  burgomaster  of  Z»- 
rich  Rudolf  Stussi,  and  the  landamman  of 
Sdiwyz  Itel  Reding  of  Bieberegg,  were 


alike  ambitiaiis,  polilic,  and  eloquent;  the  most 
iB^toeable  hatred,  howevw,  existed  between 
them,  and  each  felt  soKcitous  only  for  tike 
iitfefeflls  of  his  own  canton,  without  regard 
to  the  safety  or  well-being  of  the, whole  eon* 
federacy* 

It  was  now  manifest  into  what  calamities 
the  miserable  policy  of  preferring  the  indivi- 
doai  and  petty  interests  of  a  canton  to  fliose 
of  tl»  whole  r^ublie,  had  plunged  them.  The 
dearth  which  esdsted  in  1489,  caused  by  the 
fluiore  of  the  crops  alter  the  incessant  rains, 
akready  proved  that  the  noble  concord  in  whidi 
all  were  once  united,  no  longer  existed.  The 
cmel  interdict  then  established  to  export  pro- 
visions from  one  canton  into  another,  encroased 
the  general  suffering  and  exasperated  the 
peiqile  so  much,  as  to  threaten  a  civil  war 
between  Schwyz  and  Zurich. 

To  prevent  worse  consequences  therefore, 
the  confederates  passed  a  final  decree  at  Bern, 
wliidi  though  assented  to  by  Schwyz,  was 
as  violently  resisted  by  Zuridk.  The  latter 
did  not  scruple  indeed  to  charge  the  ccmfede- 
mt«s  with  partiality  in  surrendering  Uonadi 


to  the  Schwyzers,  when  the  countess  FSIiambath 
had  granted  it  to  Zurich,  and  in  omitting  all 
mention  of  Gaster  and  Windegg,  although  die 
people  of  Schwyz  had  sdzed  on  the  distriols 
whilst  the  cause  was  undecided,  and  in  op* 
poidtion  to  the  express  dissuation  of  the  oofr- 
federates. 

The  burgomaster  Stussi  advised  an  imnw 
diate  appeal  to  the  sword  to  decide  the  quest- 
ion :  he  however  first  sent  an  open  letter  to 
the  people  of  Schwyz  in  which  he  purpoml^ 
dropped  the  title  of  confederates,  and  propooed 
an  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  the  Roman  em- 
peror, as  head  of  the  Germanic  empire^  fironi 
whom  they  both  held  their  rights.  To  ibis 
the  inhabitants  of  Schwyz  replied:  —  „tli0 
imperial  law  may  be  most  excellent,  but  it  10 
not  that  which  we  have  recognized  in  our 
oath  as  confederates.'' 

The  troops  of  Zurich  and  Schwyz  tiiBi»- 
fore  again  took  the  field  and  encountered  each 
other  near  the  Ezelberg;  those  of  the  1«U 
ter  occupied  the  heights,  whilst  the  former  had 
taken  up  a  position  lower  down  near  PfeC* 
fikon.     Stussi   himself   advanced   to    muk 
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the  inardie^  but  he  found  them  so  well  for- 
tified and  manned  by  the  soldiers  of  Glams 
and  Sdiwyz,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire 
witfaont  accomplishing  any  thing.  Envoys  from 
Ufi  and  Unterwalden  reached  Itel  Reding 
whilst  he  was  still  on  the  Ezelberg;  they 
oonjored  him  in  the  name  of  heaven  and  his 
ONmtry,  to  avert,  by  a  timely  and  pacific  ar- 
nugement,  the  unheard-of  crime  of  one  con- 
fiodttate  shedding  the  blood  of  another  —  but 
it  had  already  been  shed:  a  party  of  the  Zn- 
lidiers  had  penetrated  as  far  as  the  advanced 
posts  of  theSchwyzers,  and  a  conflict  ensued 
in  which  many  were  wounded  and  eleven 
2kvichers  kiOed;  the  rest  escaped  by  flight 

The  confederates  now  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing another  armistiee^  and  opened  firesh  nego- 
ciaticms:  but  as  Zurich  persisted  in  adhering 
to  the  dedsion  of  the  Roman  emperor,  rather 
than  accept  that  of  the  coi^ederates,  nodiing 
was  eonchided*  This  resolution  excited  the 
indignation  of  a)l  the  other  cantons;  Zurich 
however  levied  freeb  troops,  and  a  force  of 
above  6000  men  under  the  CQmmand  of  Stutei, 
Ml  out  for  the  IBaselbergi  on  whose  heights 
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the  forces  of  Sdiwys  and  Glarus,  reinfoiwnMf 
by  others  from  Uri  and  Unterwalden,   w^ow 
still  ready  for  battle. 

One  night  however,   an  extraordinary  |NI* 
nic,  the  cause  of  which  remains  wholly  in-r 
explicable,   Seized  on   the  troops    of  Zuridi   ^ 
posted  near  PfefBkon.    In  the  greatest  alarin    ' 
they  fled  to  their  boats,  and  proceeded  $icrpss 
the  lake  to  Zurich.    The  troops  stationed  on 
the  heights  of  the  Ezel  now  descended,  layiitf 
every  thing  waste  and  taking  possession  of 
the  borders  of  the  lake;  they  then  invited  ^Xl 
die  confederates  to  march  against  Zurich. 

The  town,  findmg  itself  thus  deprived   ^ 
all  help,  was  thrown  into  the  utmost  alafi^ 
and  eonfosion.  Fresh  negociations  were  opeii0^ 
and  it  consented  at  length  to  submit  to  tb^ 
dedsion    pronounced    by    the     confederate^ 
Zurich  was  now  not  only  compelled  to  t^^  ^ 
nounce  all  claim  to  Toggenburg,  but  also  ^^ 
surrender  to  Schwys  and  Glams,    in  reud^^ 
bursement  of  the  war  expences,  Pfeffikon,  WoBB^ 
rau,  Burden  and  other  places,  as  well  as  €9^^ 
tain  rights:    in  this   manner  were  conqoe^^^ 


ttiade  by  one  canton  at  the  ^qpenee  of  another* 
In  this  year  also  (1440)  Schwyz  acquired  by 
purchase  from  the  wealthy  lords  of  Hoos^ 
and  so  far  by  means  more  honorable,  the 
possession  of  the  village  of  Herlischachen  on 
the  lake  of  Lucem,  whilst  Uri  found  a  mo- 
tive in  the  following  event  for  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  valley  of  Livenen  which  it  had 
formerly  lost.  Certain  inhabitants  of  Uri 
had  been  reflised,  both  at  Airolo  andBellinzona? 
ihat  justice  which,  according  to  the  conventions 
between  the  two  countries  they  were  entitled 
to.  Provoked  at  this  injustice  the  banners  of 
Uri  were  unfurled  and  its  troops  immediately 
marched  across  the  St  Gothard,  where  they 
occupied  without  resistance,  the  valley  of  Li- 
venen and  Bellinzona.  The  old  duke  of  Milan, 
wholly  unprepared  for  war,  was  obliged  to 
pnrdiase  peace  by  the  cession  of  the  former 
vidley  to  the  people  of  Uri. 
^  Meanwhile  duke  Frederic  of  Austria,  grand- 
son of  Leopold  who  had  been  slain  at  the 
battle  of  Sempach,  was  proclaimed  emperor. 
This  prince  had  openly  declared  his  intention 
of  retaking  firom  the  Swiss,  the  whole  of  those 
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territories  which  formeriy  belonged  to 
cestors:  with  this  view  he  first  sounded  the 
popuhur  disposition  in  Argau,  and  afterwards 
that  of  the  nobility,  and  the  different  towns. 

The  burgomaster  Stussi  and  the  council  of 
Zurich,  who  felt  the  greatest  enmity  towards 
the  confederates,  were  highly  gratified  at  (bis 
intelligence:  but  if  Zurich,  the  head  of  the 
confederacy,  had  generously  forgotten  its  own 
wrongs  and  warned  them  of  the  dangerous 
designs  of  Austria,  how  exalted  would  sodi 
virtue  have  appeared  to  the  other  coufederal€% 
and  to  posterity!  Alive  only  to  vengeance 
and  a  sense  of  its  own  injuries,  Zurich  forgot 
its  sacred  duty  to  the  other  confederates  and 
concluded  a  secret  and  iniquitous  alliance  with 
the  emperor  (1443).  The  noble  —  the  pa- 
triotic^ were  sentiments  no  longer  cherished. 

As  soon  as  the  fact  became  known,   the 

confederates  unanimously  charged  Zurich  with 

having  violated  the  perpetual  alliance,  and  ia 

the  diets  which  were  immediately  convoked, 

summoned  it  to  annul  the  treaty  with  Austria. 

Much  useless  discussion   took  place,    but 
Zurich  continued  to  adhere  to  the  party  of 
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the  CTiperor.  The  hUler  ifow  despatched  Ciqp- 
tain  Thnring  of  Hallwyl  to  Zurich,  to  receive 
with  due  solemnity  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  empire,  and  to  ratify  the  alliance  offensive  and 
defensive,  with  the  emperor.  In  compliance  with 
the  request  of  this  officer,  the  people  of  Zuri<^ 
discarded  the  white  cross  which  had  been  the 
distinctive  mark  of  the  confederates  in  all  for- 
mer wars,  and  assumed  on  their  uniforms  the 
red  one  worn  by  the  Austrians.  Others  wore 
atoo  in  their  hats  the  imperial  eagle  and  the 
Austrian  peacock  feathen 

This  conduct  was  a  source  of  profound  re^ 
gr^  to  the  confederates^  and  naturally  excited 
the  utmost  indignation  among  the  people.  No- 
tUmg  but  imprecations,  outrages  and  assassina" 
tions  followed,  till  at  last  the  combined  con- 
fiMleEates  declared  open  war  against  Zurich^ 
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War   of  all  the  Confederates  against 
Zaricfa.  — Glorious  battle  of  St.  James.-*- 

peace  concluded. 

1448  ^  use. 

Zurich  however  felt  no  alarm  at  the  dedftp- 
ration  of  hostilities  by  the  confederates,  f«r  it 
rdied  on  the  powerful  aid  of  the  emperor.  Al- 
ready indeed  at  his  summons,  a  considerable 
number  of  knights  and  soldiers  commanded 
by  Thumg  of  Hallwyl,  and  even  the  mar- 
grave William  of  Baden,  had  advanced  to  pro- 
tect the  town.  The  amount  of  the  Austrian 
force  was  above  5000. 

Now  began  the  war  of  Swiss  against  Swiss. 
Near  Pfeffikon  and  Freienbach  on  the  lake  of 
Zurich,  the  troops  of  Schwyz  made  a  brave 
resistance  against  those  of  Zurich,  though  doa- 
ble in  number  to  their  own  force;  whilst  those 
of  Lucern,  Uri  and  Unterwalden  engaged  with 
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equld  bmv^  uioUier  detachment  posted  w, 
the  height  of  Himel  and  protected  by  loB^ 
panyete^  Whichthey  stormed  and  carried^  thonf^ 
al  die  oKpense  of  many  brave  lives.  It  would 
be  endless  to  enumerate  the  villages  reduced 
lo  ashiBS  <m  the  shores  of  the.  lake,  and  in  the 
tenkofy  of  Zug  and  SdiwyZ)  as  well  as  in 
die  free  baiUiages*  l%e  ground  was  daily  dyed 
with  blood,  and  nightly  fires  blazed  in 
the  air.  In  vain  the  town  of  Bremgarten  dis- 
played the  greatest  intrepidity  in  maintaining 
that  portion  of  sovereignty  which  Zurich  had 
ever  it  Alarmed  at  the  eicaaqile  of  its  fate, 
Baden,  though  desirous  of  obs^ving  a  strict 
Mutcali^,  had  no  alternative  but  to  throw 
open  its  gates  to  the  confederates*  Neither 
the  tower  of  Rimilaiig,  nor  the  fbrtresses  of 
Gtuaiugen  and  Regensberg,  could  reftst  their 
fury. 

At  length  a  force  <^nsisting  of  MOO  men 
from  Schwyz,  Uri,  Unterwalden,  Glarus,  Zug 
and  Lacern,  with  Itel  Reding  in  their  ranks, 
set  out  to  traverse  mount  Albis,  and  attaidc  the 
town  of  Zurich  itself    The  citizens  with  the 
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burgomaster  Stosa,   and    the  Aastrians  kodi 
horse  and  foot,  advanced  with  furious  impetiMk 
ily  to  meet  the  approaching  foe:   they  crofw- 
ed  the  river  l^hl,  and  both  armies,  thousandi 
against  thousands,  all  eager  for  carnage,  stood 
in  view  of  each,  other  in  the  plains  between 
the  village  of  Wiedikon  and  the  ancient  dii^ 
pel  of  St  James  (July  82,  I44a)     An^dst 
horrid  cries  the  scene  of  slaughter  began.  Bat 
the  Zurichers  who  discovered  as  little  disci- 
pline in  battle  as  they  had  in  their  march, 
were  soon  (seized  with  terror,   and  begaa<  to 
flee  in  great  disorder  across  the  bridge  of  the 
SihL    Upon  this  the  burgomaster  Stussi,  jalike 
venerable  for  his  grey  hairs  and  heroic  vakir, 
placed  himself  in  the  middle  of  the  bridge, 
and  brandishing  his  broad  battleax,  caUed  out— 
„Halt,  fellow-dtizens,  halt!"   But  one  of  the 
men  of  Zurich  exclaimed :  „Now  may  heaven's 
curse  light  on  thee,  who  art  the  cause  of  all 
this  mischief: "  „driving  at  the  same  time  his 
spear  through  his  body.  The  burgomaster  sunk 
to  the  earth,  his  armour  rattling  in  his  fall; 
and  friend  and  foe  rushed  on  over  his  corpse 
towards  the  town.    The  citizens  succeeded  io 
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bofrieadiiig  the  gates  of  the  town,  but  the 
subiirbs  were  pUkged  by  the  victorS}  who  eat 
to  pieces  the  dead  body  of  Stussi,  tore  out 
lus  heart  with  their  teeth,  and  greased  their 
boots  and  shoes  with  the  fat  of  his  body; 
throwing  afterwards  the  mutilated  the  limbs  into 
the  SihI.  The  blaze  from  the  surrounding  vil- 
lages and  houses,  afforded  them  light  for  their 
midnight  carousings,  seated  on  the  bodies  of 
thmr  slain  enemies. 

The  confederates  now  laid  siege  to  Rap- 
perswyl^  the  fortress  of  which  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Austrians,  whilst  the  Bernese  advanced 
to  besiege  Lauffenburg :  both  however  held  out 
against  their  attacks.  The  fortress  of  Grei- 
fensee^  after  a  brave  resistance  of  S6  days  by 
John  of  Breitenlandenberg  Sumamed  the  wild, 
and  a  handful  of  men,  was  taken  by  assault 
The  loss  which  this  resistance  had  caused  the 
confederates  under  Itel  Reding,  so  incensed 
them,  that  they  clamorously  demanded  the 
death  of  wild  John  and  his  heroic  band,  on 
their  surrendering  at  discretion.  .„A11  shall 
die,"  vociferated  the  savage  and  infuriated  sol- 
diery, „and  the  people  of  Greifensee  with  them." 
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On  duB  Captain  Holzach  of  Menzingen  on  the 
Zugerborg,  exdaimed :  ^Confederalao,  provoke 
not  the  anger  of  God  —  spare  their  lives, 
nor  stain  with  innocent  blood,  the  honor  of 
the  confederates!"  But  Itel  Reding  the  laiM^ 
Atmiaftnn  replied,  ,,He  is  only  a  favourer  of 
Austria:  their  death  is  irrevocable;  all,  except 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  shall  die :  ^  this 
sentence  was  heard  by  the  bloodthirsty  troop 
with  shouts  of  approbation.  In  vain  the  old 
and  young,  fathers  and  mothers,  supplicated  for 
men^;  Reding  gave  the  signal,  the  drde 
was  formed,  and  the  executioner  of  Bern  with 
his  sword  of  office  entered.  Wild  John  died 
as  became  a  hero.  —  After  the  decapitatiiMi 
of  many  others,  the  executioner  stopped  and 
cast  a  lo<dK  towards  Itel  Reduig,  as  if  to  im- 
plore mercy  for  the  others,  when  Reding  ad- 
vanced towards  him  fiiriouly  exclaiming;  f,if 
thou  wilt  not  do  thy  office,  another  shall  spee- 
dily perform  it  on  thee.'^  On  this  the  heads  of 
Felix  Ott,  John  Esdier  of  Zurich  and  the 
rest,  were  severed  from  their  bodies.  Night- 
fall approached  when  the  executioner  had 
numbered  his  fiftieth  victim;  on  which  Reding 
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oirdered  tmrdies  to  be  brotigfat,  which  they  for- 
med of  lighted  straw ;  but  as  soon  as  the  six- 
tieth head  rolled  on  the  ground,  Reding  left 
the  scene  and  the  shuddering  multitude  who 
witnessed  it. 

The  confederates  in  the  summer  of  1444, 
agun  advanced  to  attack  Zurich  with  a  force 
of  tHjOOO  men,  and  commenced  a  siege  which 
lasted  60  days.  The  Zurichers  displayed  the 
greatest  courage;  sixteen  of  them,  denominated 
the  goats,  formed  at  first  a  sort  of  military  asso- 
ciation, which  greatly  harassed  the  confedera- 
tes by  their  sudden  and  frequent  incursions. 

Meanwhile  the  Austrian  nobles  in  Aargau 
ware  not  altogether  inactive  in  the  cause  of 
Zurich*  Thomas  of  Falkenstein,  landgrave 
of  Bnchsgau  and  Sisgau,  to  harass  the  Ber- 
nese sent  two  of  his  people  to  set  fire  at 
night  to  die  town  of  Aarftu.  As  his  project 
did  not  succeed,  he  rode  with  the  lords  of 
Baldegg  through  the  town  of  Brugg,  giving 
out  that  they  came  from  the  camp  before  Zu- 
rich, and  were  oil  their  way  to  Basle  to  fetch 
the  bishop  of  that  place  in  order  to  conclude 
a  peace.    On  the  second  nighl  afterwards,  he 
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figaiu  knodcedat  the  gates  of  tb^  towp,  and 
said:  ^Wehriiiigp^ace;  here  is  the  loirdhiflii^P 
of  B|isle;  opmyivv  gates:"  at  the  same  tiiw 
he  took  carar.to  lei;  two  servants  be  seeii^  vAm 
were  at  his  side,  clothed  in  the  livery  of  ,Bfflki» 
The  guard  deceived. by  this. stratagen,  limiw 
open  the  gates;  wjiereupon  Falkenstrai  ndth 
400  horsemen  ruahed,  forward^  entered'  tka 
town,  whicbthey  gave  19  to  plunder^  and  saind 
and  imprisoned  the  chief  magistrate  Bffiniga^ 
with  the  senators  and  priniopal  citi2sens ;  intsndiflig 
early  next  morning  to  have  them. beheaded. 
But  the  r^ort  of  this  enterprise  had  already 
spread  through  the  country,  and  the  peasantry 
or  all  sides  were  bcf;inning  to  rise,  when  Fal- 
henstdn  set  fiire  to  the  town  and  led  off  Ihi 
prisoners  to  an  oak-forest,  not  far  from  Bnigg 
to  be  beheaded.  John  of  Rechberg  howevmr^ 
one  of  Falkenstein's  atrodous  accomplices,  hanrp 
ing  entreated  him  to  spare  their  Uves^  thegi* 
were  conveyed  away  to  Laufenburg^  ami 
secretely  guarded  in  the  rock<4>uilt  towcf 
which  overlooks  the  Rhine.  Burgi  Kuffer.  ens 
of  the  prisoners  however,  found  means  by  tying 
the  bed*elotli8  together,  to  let  himself  denm 


inm  Ae.  tt>wer^  and'  plangiog  intd  Ae  river, 
mide  gMd  his  esei^  and  dtseovwed  wliert» 
Us^eomnides  w^e  confined.  The  womenof 
BtiBggyltj  meatis  of  heavy  ransoilis,  aftenVordft 
ebOdaed  the  delivefitnee  df  th^ir  husbandi 
from  flM  hands  cff  their  enemies.  1%e  inhabi* 
lanta  of  Soleure  and  Bem^  to  avenge  the  hai- 
mam-  madnot  of  Falkei»tmn,  demolished  his 
casde  of  Goesgm  and  stormed  that  of  Fams-^ 
blm^;  alid  several  otfiefs.  In  the  mean  time 
Ike.  si^e  ci  ZuriclL  was  contiilned^  and  the 
Iowa  exposed  to  the  grdattet  privatioillj^for 
Ike  emfidgGt  heiag  engaged  in  a-  dislaMt^war^ 
ymm^vmM^  to  afford  it  any  sneGOor.  He  hew- 
ww<  demnded  asaistaM^  fteni'  th^  liiB9>.of 
Bnttme,  anid' ad  fli»  slatost  of  Ihe^' lattor  wtMi 
thmi  ov^Tun  by  bands  of  nndisciplkwd^  troops^ 
esmposod  of  Engiish^and  other  fiilreignMi  wh<» 
had  borne  ttrms  against  Franoenndei^  tbvtxmnt 
of  Amu^fMe,  he  ordered'  aU  tbns^^  subdued 
Aimagnacs  to  assemble  =  nnder<  leader^ ^whom 
be  i^pcHntedy*  and  despatdied  90,000  of' them 
vder  the  command  of  the  dauphin  Ijewis, 
io  the  assistance,  of  Zuriehto  They  ainrived  near 
Basle  at  the  time  that  the  troops  of  Meure, 
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in  conjimctira  with  those  of.  Bern,  Loceni  ud 
Bade,  were  still  engaged  in  besieging  Ike 
lofty  fortress  of  Famsburg.  The  latter  imme- 
diately sent  off  messengers  to  the  camp  b^Sne 
Zurich  to  solidt  aid  against  the  overwhelming 
force  of  the  Armagnacs.  ^^They  are  but  con- 
temptible fops,"  was  the  answer  retomed  by 
the  besiegers,  who  sent  at  the  same  time  a 
trifling  reinforcement  of  600  men. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  Frencb 
lay  encamped  on  the  plains  of  Manchensteni 
near  Basle,  900  of  those  who  were  besiegiag 
Famsburg  together  with  the  600  lately  ar- 
rived, set  out  to  meet  them.  At  dawn  they 
discovwed  several  thousand  of  the  Armagdaos 
before  the  village  of  Prattelen ;  they  immediate- 
ly engaged  them  in  a  sanguinary  combat, 
forced  them  back  to  their  intrenchments  near 
Huttenz,  in  which  they  afterwards  attacked 
them,  and  drove  them  into  the  neighbouring 
river  Birs.  (August  26,  1444.) 

The  citizens  of  Basle,  who  had  witnessed 
from  their  towers  this  attack  of  a  handful  of 
Swiss  against  the  overwhelming  numbers  of 
the  enemy^  now  left  the  town  to  the  number 
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of  9000^  wiA  a  view  of  prevailing  on  the 
8wisa  to  enter;  bat. in  vain.  They  phinged  into 
the  Birs,  and  in  spile  of  the  cannonade  which 
the  enemy  opened  upon  them  from  the  oppo- 
flile  bank,  where  all. his  forces  were  drawn 
iqp,  swam  across  the  river,  and  like  destroying 
angds,  dashed  into  the  midst  of  the  countless 
beit  Though  their  little  band  was  soon  divid- 
ed, they  continued  the  conflict  with  unabated 
ardor;  fiOO  in  an  opta  meadow,  the  rest  behind 
die  garden-wall  of  the  hospital  near  St  James. 
With  the  fiiry  of  lions  those  on  the  plain 
maintained  the  struggle^  till  man  by  man,  they 
fell  amidst  the  numberless  dead  of  the  enemy: 
nor  was  the  desperate  valor  of  those  intrenched 
behind  the  wall,  less  terrible.  Thrice  they  re- 
pideed  the  assaults  of  the  enemy^  twice  they 
Aemselves  led  on  the  attack:  at  length  the. 
will  was  overthrown,  the  hospital  and  chapel 
set  on  fire,  and  every  man  of  the  confederates 
fliet  the  death  of  a  hero»  Ninety  nine  were 
foand  suffocated  in  the  vaults  beneath.  The 
thousands  of  the  enemy  slain  with  their  horses, 
covered  the  ground  firom  Prattden  as  far  as 
Sc  James. 
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Aftw  the  btftUe,  vfbidk  had  lasted  tea  lum, 
(he  knight  Bmkhard  Manch,  lord  of  Admi- 
stein  and  Landskrone  an  implacable  enemy 
of  the  ^MUifiBderates,  whilst  riding  with  othsr 
knights  en  the  field  of  batde  anKmg  Oa 
the  dead  bodies  of  the  Swiss,  exnlfingiy  eH» 
claimed:  ^Now  I  am  bathing  in  naes:^  «* 
on  whidi  Arnold  Sdiik,  who  lay  eonfiMUiiel 
among  die  slain,  raising  himsdf  iqp,  cried  oit; 
,,then  scent  this  rose"—*  burling  at  the 
time  A  stone  Jtt  him,  which  diattered  his 
to  pieces. 

The  nomber  cf  the  confederates  wlio 
ed  their  lives  in  g^ory  at  the  batflo  of  8t 
James,  amounted  to  IfiOO:  ten  escaped  by  flight; 
bnt  die^e  were  every  where  treated  wilii  scon, 
and  regarded  at  miserable  evtcasts^  Ibr  aot 
having  diared,  like  tme  Swiss,  in  the  gloihw 
death  of  die  heroes  with  whom  Ihey  had  taiafjUL 

The  danphin  Lewis  mot  daring  to  advance^ 
remained  on  die  field  of  slaughter;  fer  he  had 
heard  that  die  confederates  had  left  die  walk 
of  Zoridi  to  direct  their  entire  force  agaiaat 
him:  „By  my  honor"  cried  he,  „never  weie 
a  more  flmnidable  people  seen;  —  I  do  oal 


to  prove  them  any  ftirther.  ^  And  ifuU 
nf  iMpeot  ibr  saidmndftanted  valor  he  conGlud- 
tA  a^eaoe  With  then  at  EnsiUieiia. 

The  internal  war  how^v^  against  Zurich, 
AMria,  and  thbito  nobl<»  whb  were  devoted 
Id  its  ^mose ,  Gontinned  uninternipiM.  The 
diSamlB  of  Basle  cordially  and  courageously 
cooperated  with  the* confederates,  supporting 
diem  in  the  field,  and  expelling  from  their 
dty  all  those  noblas  who  had  given  help  and 
WViMil  to  the  Aostrians.  Thdr  troops,  in  coft- 
jVBOlion  with  those  of  Bern  and  Soleure, 
BUttiidied  on  Rheinfelden,  the  dtizens  of  which 
were  true  to  the  confiederates;  but  its  castle, 
boElt  Ofli  a  rock  in  theRhine,  was  occupied  by 
Mhii  of  Falkenstem,  HaHwyl  and  many  nobles 
in  iM^ie  with  the  Austrians.  All  these  made 
-liMir  ^iicape  during  the  ii%ht,  and  the  castle 
Wttk  )MMA  laid  in  ruins.  Raiq^erswyl ,  a  place 
•f  great  strength,  sustained  a  wcOnd  seige, 
dnrfaig  whi«9h  it  tVM  powrafully  supported  by 
Jobs  of  RecMMMTg  and  the  Znridlers.  The 
latter  howevte^  wete  eomj^letMy  defeated  by 
ilia  forces  of  Schwyz  sabA  Lncem,  on  a  bright 
wiotm^  iii|;1it  nJMur  WoUrau.  (Dec.  46,  1445.) 


The  d^eat  eiperienced  by  the  AustriaiP^ 
the  March  fidkwing  9  waa  still  more  hU0^ 
when ,  vaaAef  the  oonunand  of  John  of  Rt^ 
berg,  a  foroe  of  6000  men  endeavoured  to  pe- 
netrate into  Switzerland  near  Ragaz.  This  d(h 
cisive  bitte,  which  led  to  the  conclusion  ^ 
peace,  was  won  by  1100  confederates  {GM 
all  the  cantons. 

■i"  - 
The  emperor,  who  found  himself  involveU" 
so  many  other  contests,  felt  unwilling  to  prdiPi 
a  war -which  gained  him  so  little  fame.  8(00^ 
having  fallen,  and  Itel  Reding  being  no  kvl' 
ger  living  to  foment  their  animosity,  Zari^ 
and  the  confederates  began  to  view  each  ott^ 
with  feelings  of  less  hostility.  Partial  burain^ 
it  is  true,  continued;  but  the  active  negoflhP 
tions  which  were  set  on  foot,  led  to  the^fiii 
lowing  award,  pronounced  on  the  13th  <tf  JolQ 
1450  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  Bern ,  HmfJ 
of  Bubenberg:  „Zurich  shall  dissolve  its.idfr 
anoe  with  Austria,  and  the  territory  taken  firul 
it  by  the  confederates  shall  be  restored,  except 
ing  that  portion  which  it.  had  previously  loi^ 
on  theupipr  banks  of  the  lakOk"  —  ToggenhW 
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e  consent  of  all  parties,  was  snnender- 
lie  baron  of  Raron,  a  relative  of  (he 
d  count,  who  afterwards  sold  it  to  the 
f8L  Gall.  (1469.) 
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25. 

elden  is  laid  waste:  —  Friburg 
)s  subject  to  Savoy,  and  Thar- 
L  a  joint  bailliage  of  the  con- 
federation. 

1450  —  1468. 

list  the  confederates  were  engaged  in 
k  of  peace ,  a  most  unparalleled  in- 
yf  iniquity  occurred.  The  imperial  city 
ifelden  which  was  warmly  attadied  to 
crests  of  Switzerland,  and  whidi  had 
r  been  a  feoff  of  Austria's  and  after- 
'ostored  to  the  empire,  was  then  nn- 
protection  of  Bai^e,  Bern  and  Sdeore. 
P  these,  not  suspecting  any  wrongftal 
18,  had  merely  sent  a  guard  fjp  its  re- 
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pieBeotaiive*  But  William,  knight  of  ffi 
berg,  to  whom  Austria,  as  a  security  i 
indemnificatioii  fiur  the  demolition  of  bis 
had  granted  the  town,  was  desirous  of  taktug 
possession  of  it.  He  accordingly  prevailed  on 
John  of  Rechberg  to  gain  the  place  by 
tageuL  Thomas  of  Falkenstein,  the  i 
diary  of  Aarau  and  author  of  the  midnight 
massacre  at  Bnigg ,  was  also  inclined  to  ack 
sist  in  the  enterprise* 

One  morning  (in  November  1448^)  a  ship 
which  had  descended  the  Rhine  laden  with 
wood,  arrived  durmg  the  time  of  divine  service, 
before  the  town.  On  board  of  this  vessel  were 
several  men  dressed  in  long  grey  frocks,  who 
reported  that  they  came  as  pilgrims  from  Our 
Lady  of  Sinsiedeln,  and  intended  to  stay  w  the 
town  to  dina  As  soon,  however,  as  they  fcsd 
readied  the  gate  of  the  town,  they  thuew  cff 
their  frocks,  diqilayed  themselves  comptetdy 
armed,  rushed  on  the  guards  and  toIUgathe- 
rera,  whom  &ey  dei^ched,  and  immediately 
ISO  other  annsd  men  qirang  forth  from  be* 
neath  the  wood  in  the  ship,  carrying  destrne** 
tien  tiv-qfgii^.the  town*    Mean  while  GronoiH 
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h&tg  with  600  men  who  had  t^^eii  lying  ia 
aadnish,  entered  the  toi^n  from  the  land  side 
after  having  demolished  the  gate.  Thejr  i»- 
disenminately  massacred  all  thidy  met  in  the 
streets,  plundered  the  houses,  and  committed 
the  most  revolting  outrages.  Whole  famiHee, 
driyen  firom  their  dwellings  and  reduced  to 
wajpt.  and  beggery,  repaired  to  Basle  where 
they  found  fidielter  in  the  hospital  and  inns. 

Nor  did  the  people  of  Basle  stop  here;  a 
strong  force,  eager  for  vengeance,  was  marched 
off,  which  completely  routed  Rechberg  and 
Falkenstein  near  Hesingen,  and  burnt  to  the 
ground  many  castles  which  had  served  as 
retreats  to  the  noble  marauders.  Soon  after- 
wards Rheinfelden  was  restored  to  the  house 
of  Austria  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  the 
nobles  were  in  consequence  compelled  to  leave 
the  town;  this  however  they  did  not  do,  before 
they  had  conveyed  away  the  furniture  from 
the  houses,  demolished  the  windows,  doors 
and  stoves,  and  left  nothing  remaining  but  the 
bare  walls. 

This  long  protracted  war  Ih^'  desolate  a 
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great  part  of  Switseriand;  trade  and  comnMree 
languished  in  the  towns,  and  agricnltore  was 
totally  neglected  in  the  country.  The  ZorP 
diers  indio  had  expended  a  million  and  seventy 
thousand  florins,  were  so  impoverished  that 
they  were  obliged  to  recall  whatever  invests* 
ments  of  money  they  had  made.  They  had 
received  in  mortgage  from  the  emperor  Sigis- 
mund,  the  county  of  Kyburg;  being  unable  to 
redeem  it,  the  house  of  Austria  surrendered  it 
to  them  in  perpetuity,  in  lieu  of  the  debt  owiii|p 
to  them. 

The  war  bad  given  rise  to  bitter  animosity 
between  Bern  and  Friburg,  as  the  latter  had 
always  declared  itself  for  Austria,  in  opposition 
to  Bern  and  the  confederates*  Friburg  after 
having  passed  from  the  flukes  of  Zehringen 
its  founders,  to  the  heirs  of  Kyburg,  was  sold 
by  them  to  the  house  of  Austria,  whence  ori- 
ginated its  attachment  to  the  latter.  For  this 
reason  Bern  hastened  to  afford  assistance  to 
the  duke  of  Savoy  in  liis  various  disputes 
with  Friburg,  which  ended  at  length  in  a  de-» 
daration  of  hostilities. 

On  the  ifptoration  of  peace,  the  ftddilj 


tf^ihe  Friburgers  was  but  ill -requited  by 
the  Austrians;  they  were  treated  with  sere- 
rity,  their  chief  magistrates  and  coundls  were 
obitrarily  superseded,  the  repayment  of  the 
sons  advanced  was  refiised,  and  to  complete 
all,  inarshall  Thuring  of  Hallwyl  was  af^oiii- 
ted  to  the  command  of  the  city,  over  whidi  he 
ezereised  the  most  unlimited  rule  and  authority. 
AU  this  alienated  the  affections  of  the  citissens 
and  gave  rise  to  conspiracies  and  disturbances, 
which  finaUy  led  to  a  resolution  of  shaking  off 
the  Austrian  yoke^  This  was  a  source  of  sa- 
tie&LfsAon  to  Bern,  which  hoped  by  availing 
itedf  of  the  circumstance,  to  remove  the  Sm*- 
nidaUe  influence  of  Austria  from  its  neighs 
boiDfaood.  At  the  same  time  the  duke  of  Savoy 
elaiwud  from  the  exhausted  dty,  a  debt  of 
fOQjOOO  florins  which  was  due  to  him.  In 
tUi  desperate  state  of  affairs,  Austria  sbon 
perceived  it  would  be  impossible  much  longer 
to.  ke^  possession  of  Friburg,  and  lost  no 
time  in  opening  negociations  with  Savoy;  these 
hqipily  wore  soon  terminated  to  their  mutual 
satisfiaction.  On  this  marshall  Hallwyl  to  his 
great  regret^  received  orders  fcni  Austria  to 


qdit  Fribnrg;  be  first  howevw  iiifSoniied  the 
oitiaMns  that  duke  Albert  himself  WM  sboiCijr 
to  arrive  within  their  waUs,  and  invited  Hhboi 
to  reoeive  him  with  dl  due  solenmity;  and  It 
enable  him  to  entertain  the  dnke  with  bei 
mg  lE^endor,  he  prevailed  on  them  to 
him  their  plate.  No.  sooner  however  had  1m 
got  possession  of  it  than  he  packed  it  vp, 
and  clandestinely  sent  it  away.  -^  He  then  tel 
cS  with  his  cavatiers  to  meet  the  duke^ 
eonqMinied  by  the  chief  magistrate  and  s 
number  of  senators';  but  they  had  not  pr606»- 
ded  a  mile  from  the  town  when  he  stopped 
and  delivered  to  the  chief  magistrate  a  doo»» 
ment  which  informed  him,  that  duke  iftliniH 
renounced  his  right  to  the  town,  adding: 
,,Your  plate  is  the  price  of  your  Uberly  p—  ' 
fiurewelll''  So  saying  he  immediatily  roib  aff  S 
and  left  the  astonished  FriburgeiB  to  retani 
home. 

Fresh  disorders  and  alarms  now  aro^e.  The 
peasantry  were  hostile  to  the  town,  which  ea 
the  other  hand,  was  apprehensive  of  again  fiik 
ing  under  the  dominion  of  Bom.  MeanwUie 
the  duke  of  Awoy  imperiously  demanded 


moifi*  tlio  pftyment  of  his  ddbt  bom  the  eitii* 
im^-  Ib  Ihii  jddflrtnf  the  ckjr-ooimcil  roBMrik 
v^ .  te  fluimiit,  and  to  ooeopt  of  the  doke^ 
protection.  On  the  10th  of  June  1458  ^  the 
cUef  magistrate  and  coonoil,  the  Sixty ,  the 
Modard  «*  bearers,  the  Twoi-hundied^  with 
Ibe  inhabitants  of  the  dtj  and  its  dependaat 
dislnet%  solemnly  took  the  oatii  of  fidelity,  in 
the. cathedral  dunrdi  of£t*  Nidiobs,  to  the 
dafcei  of  fiavoy;  who,  on  his  part,  established 
tlie  itown  and  its  rural  districts  in  the  eiyoy«» 
nent  of  their  aneiemt  lightflk 

JVotwithHtanding  Ihe  peace  which  had  been 
eoftchided,;  ttanqnilhty  was  fSur  from  being 
MtfSfed  in  the  rest  of  Switaeriand.  The  enA» 
le»iwars  had  eommunicated  a  ferocity  <rfcha^ 
fMSte  to  the  eonunon  people  whii^  led  them 
b  In  fiefer  ecmibats  and  pillage,  to  the  cultivi^ 
tiea  of  the  fields,  the  tendii^  of  their  ilodcs, 
or  the  exercise  of  trades.  If  peace  reigned  at 
home,  they  eagerly  fbllowed  the  drum  which 
led  them  to  a  Ibreign  country.  Parties  were 
engaged  in  raising  reermts,  some  for  the  seiw 
IMS'  of  Germany,  others  for  that  of  France. 
Tfbm^  ileNee  und  mien  of  tiie  country,  intent 


only  oh  personal  aggrandisement,  eoiiglil;  C» 
acquire  fame  and  fortune  from  sovereigns;  ftr 
they  imagined  themselves  the  princes  of  tlMir 
own  people* 

This  was  no  sooner  perceived  by  the  kii^^ 
of  France,  than  he  discovered  a  most  friendbf 
spirit  towards  the  confederates;  conduded  an 
alliance  with  tfiem,  as  his  good  neighboms, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  many  hn^ 
dred  brave  Swiss  hasten  to  take  part  in  hb 
military  expeditions.  In  like  manner,  the  dofca 
o(  Milan  made  a  perpetual  grant  of  the  val- 
ley of  Livenen  to  the  canton  of  Uri,  and 
concluded  a  treaty  or  capitulation  with  the 
confederates,  relative  to  the  right  of  passajge, 
the  freedom  of  trade,  the  tolls,  and  jadi- 
cial  determinations.  (1467.)  These  aUiancas 
were  the  first  which  the  confederates  had  eoiH 
duded  with  these  neighbouring  states,  on  whose 
plains  it  was  reserved  for  them  to  lAed,  for 
dishonorable  hire,  so  much  valuable  blood. 

Causes  of  contest  and  hostili^  however 
were  not  wanting  at  home:  these  when  soii|^ 
for,  may  ever,  justly  or  otherwise,  be  found. 
The  citixens  at  Strasburg  having  complained' 
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to  the  ZurichMS^  that  Uie  robber -noble,  tiie 
oonnt  of  Thengen  had  plundered  some  of  their 
merehants^  the  banners  ef  Zorieh  were  ixk* 
stantijr  unfurled  to  avenge  the  cause  of  their 
friends.  The  castles  of  the  robbers  were  at^ 
tadKod,  and  Eglisau  and  Rheinau  taken;  the 
former  of  these  places,  as  well  as  the  convent 
of  Rheinau,  then  under  the  protection  of  Swit^ 
medmdj  ZuricU  retained  by  way  of  indenmity 
far  its  expences.  (1457.)  In  testimony  of  gra- 
tiMide  for  this  service^  Strasbuig  invited  the 
valiant  youths  of  Zurich,  to  a  feast  in  celebra- 
tion of  their  victory  and  in  token  of  mutual  friend^*^ 
shq^  The  young  Zuridiers  embarked  at  day 
break,  sailing  down  the  rivers  Limmat,  Aar  and 
Rhine,  to  Strasburg  and  taking  with  them  their 
hot  millet  frumenty  and  rolls,  well  wrapped 
I  vffj  on  arriving  at  Strasburg  the  same  evening, 
tliey  produced  their  humble  fare,  still  warm,  at 
Oe  jovial  feast,  to  show  with  what  speed 
friends  can  join  friends. 

A  shooting -match  which  Was  given  at 
Constance  a  year  afterwards,  terminated  most 
serioosly  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  on  the 
part  oi  a  citi2sen  of  Constance^  to  receive  from 


mt  of  Laeem,  a  Benme  friapfof^ 
(a  ecin  equal  in  value  to  the  SMi  part  a  ie* 
rin)  and  idiOir  Mntenptooudy  deaigBaledihii 
coinage  of  the  Swim,  €OW-pla{qpan  mooayb 
Inoenaed  at  thia  afflroat  all  the  Swiw  pmMl 
quitted  the  semie  of  festivity ;  Ihey  soon  hovrevir 
retornad  to  the  mnabw  of  neariy  4060  bmb^ 
edleetod  fifom  all  the  etntons,  who  ^wpeeiM 
to  lay  ^irasto  the  possMsionB  <tf  Constnio^  in 
Thnrgau,  and  obliged  it  to  pondiase  a 
by  the  payment  of  a  considerable  som  ot 
ney*    These  shortlived  hostilities  were 
ndnated  the  pb^part-war. 

As  the  cMfedcrates  were  en  their  jooMf 
homewards  ftom  Constance,  900  men  off  U^ 
Sdiwyn  and  Underwalden*,  donuided  rf  Bap* 
perswyl  peimissiM  to  pass  throogh  the  lomiy 
and  to  tidce  iq^  a  mght'a  lodging  therew  Thii  I 
was  granted,  and  die  weary  Swiss  were  re- 
ceived widi  great  kmdness.  The  eitizras  Hmmi^ 
they  had  hitherto  remamed  loyal  to  the  dokaa 
of  Austria,  had  always  much  to  endure  Crem 
their  oppressive  conduot  towards  them*  Henee 
dieir  friendly  diqrasitions  towards  the  confede- 
tales,  and  the  warm  ho^itality  with  whieb 


Iii0y  BOW  fM^ed  dieni:  indeed  ea  diis  mm 
id|^  IhA  ftrties  swore  to  naiirteui  a  perpei^ 
tall  $malf  wtth  mA  oilier,  and  Rapperewjii 
legardlees  of  AneCrie,  jomed  in  a  defeoBive 
aBanee  with  the  thiMWaM8Mleii(1458)  and 
ifac  yean  aftewirards,  wHh  QWsnm  alee. 

When  the  ardiduke  SigiEDtmiiid  heatd  el 
tfiie  aBfamee,  he  Ml,  as  might  be  expeeled, 
WgUy  inoensed;  but  difilcalties  of  a  iJur  more 
aefhwB  natare  ia  whieh  he  was  eeon  involved, 
Mlhfanno  time  to  undertake  any  thmg  againet 
the  eonfederatee.  The  pope  even,  was  for  so* 
veral  reasons  inimieal  to  the  dnke,  and  his 
hostility  went  so  iJur,  that  he  at  length  ex-» 
eemmwniiwfed  Urn,  and  invited  the  Swiss  to 
sefaie  on  the  remaimng  Austrian  possessions 
wilhiB  dieir  ooontry.  The  lattw,  knowing 
f  HMt  the  emperor  as  weH  as  the  pope  was 
inimieal  to  the  AdLo,  were  soon  ready,  with 
Ae  sKOeption  of  Bern,  to  take  theiield.  Their 
troops  immediately  overrun  fRinrgan,  and  com* 
peHed  it  to  take  the  oaA  of  attegiuee  to  die 
Miven  confederate  eantons,  retainii^  however  lis 
ptivileges  and  judicial  institutions.  Diessen- 
hofini  cibred  a  brave  but  vain  resistance  in 


favor  of  Austria.  All  the  peasantry  on  tta 
other  hand,  milled  with  the  Swiss,  who  tnm 
this  time,  with  (he  exoeption  of  AppenseU  and 
Bern,  were  completely  established  in  the  ri|^ 
which  Austria  had  exerdsed  in  the  Thorgan; 
Bern  and  Schafhausen  were  afterwards  asso- 
ciated in  the  tutelary  right  over  DioMen- 
hofen*  The  Archduke  seeing  that  he  had  now 
lost  every  hold  in  the  country,  sold  the  town 
of  Winterthur  also  to  the  Zurichers;  so  that 
the  beautiful  and  extensive  Thui^gau  was  enlt- 
rely  incorporated  with  the  territory  of  Switser- 
land.  (1460.) 

At  this  period,  the  imperial  town  of  Hdl^ 
haosen,  in  Alsace,  sufiered  greatly  firom  die 
marauding  nobles  by  whom  it  was  surrounded, 
and  against  whose  force  it  was  at  length  soar-  | 
cely  able  to  contend.  A  miller  having  de- 
ducted six  plapparts  from  the  wages  of  one  of 
his  men,  the  latter  had  recourse  to  one  of 
these  nobles  for  assistance,  who  readily  seised 
this  opportunity  of  embroiling  the  town.  This 
petty  feud,  soon  led  to  open  hostilities.  Mol- 
hausen  immediately  solicited  the  confederatw 
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te  aid^  wliidi^  from  thm  friendly  dispori- 
tHms  towards  the  town,  they  showed  the  grea- 
test wilUngness  to  afford.  The  nobles,  on  the 
ether  hand,  contrived  to  gain  over  to  their  in- 
terest Sigismand  duke  of  Austria;  so  that,  af- 
ter long  and  froitless  negociations ,  the  flame 
of  inKt  again  burst  forth,  involvmg  in  its  de- 
solatiiig  oomrse  the  entire  eonntry  from  Schaf- 
hansen  to.  Waldshnt  and  Mulhausen.  Cas- 
tles and  villages  were  every  where  laid  in 
mins,  and  numberless  lives  sacrificed.  The 
omfederates,  however,  proved  every  where 
victorious,  and  at  length- arrived  to  lay  siege 
to  Waldshut.  Bern  proposed  to  take  the  place 
by  assault,  as  it  might  be  rendered  a  formi- 
,dable  bulwark  for  the  confederates  against 
Gefnany.  As  however  the  rest  of  the  con- 
I  IMerates  did  not  share  in  the  enlarged  views 
of  B«rn,  the  latter  jrielded  the  point  on  seeing 
them  accept  the  terms  of  p^ce,  which  migag- 
ed  to  indemnify  them  for  the  expences  of  the 
war^  This  peace  of  Waldshut,  which  guaran-' 
tied  Mulhausen  and  Schafliausen  against  the 
attacks  of  Austria  and  the  nobles,  was  con- 
dnded  in  1468,  the  year  in  which  duki  Sigis- 


nttuid   solemnly'  renmiiioed  hiB  rights   evitf 
Thmgait,  in  fiivor  of  ihs  eoafiidmilesii 


Union  of  the  three  Leagjies  in  Rhetia.  -^ 

Dissratioa  at  Bem*  -«  CJonuaeBeemcat 

of  the  BorgnndMHi  war. 

1409  —  1476. 

In  all  die  oonnnolioBS  and  warn  effr  tta 
Swiss  —  and  ev^en  a  plappart  had  soffieed-lo 
involTo  them  in  saoh  — -  the  Orisons^  Malhr  a 
tnie  love  of  freedom  and  of  those  etemsldighli 
which  belong  to  all  me% ,h«d  never  takeanngf 
part.  They  resimdiled  the  first  confodiiaiSB} 
who  did  not  desire  tho' preeioiis  jewel  of*  lihsiajf^  -I 
merely  for  therasslvBS^  but  loved  to  ser  ii 
possessed  by  otheis  dso.)  and  who,  wkilil 
they  sought  to  be  independaat  of  the  oppiea* 
sion  and  de^otism  of  nobles  and  princes^  soom* 
ed  to  aoquire  by  porchase  or  oonquest^  sob** 
jects  or  dependant  vassals.  Many  of  the  val- 
leys  of  the  three  leagoes,  redeemed  by  the  pqr- 
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VHil  of  Iaq[e  suns  the  inqposis  fliey  bad  paid 
to  tbeir  anflieafc  lofda;  but  th^y  mover  had  re* 
wane  to  aodftioii  or  violenoe.  When  indeed 
tttir  masters  uigiistly  sought  to  impose  again 
the  yoke  on  those  whio  had  ihns  legitimately 
fire^  Hl^Bfi^veS}  they  flew  to  arms^  and  with 
the  fiiryof  lionS)  altaefced  ti|D  eiimiiea  xtf  th dr 
ngktsi;aiid:liappiiie88,  and.  eamfi  oS[y  Ufce  the 
first  CMfedwates  trimnphant.  In  the  valley 
of  Schms^  ibe  bones  of  many  of  these  faaugh^ 
lordftiliei  bmried^  who  had  formed  a  secret  plot 
agaiortthe^eseendaalMf  John  Cbaldars.  (1450.) 
-  To"  resist  more  cffMoally.  the  attacks  of 
diflir  advwMuriesy  and  preserve^  perfect  nnanimity 
aflMag  themselves,  depnties  from  all  the  di* 
fltrioli  and  jnrisdictionS' of  ibi  thre»  leagues 
weitt  assembled  in  the  village:  of  VajBerel,  si- 
tnatttd  ia  the  centre  of  the  coantipy«  (1471.) 
Hese  the  three  leagoes  solemn^  engaged  to 
defend  mutnally  and  finr  ever  their  rights  against 
every  asaanlt;  to  qppese  the  foreign  foe  as 
one  people  and  on&  boi^;  and  to  convene  an 
anmial  diet  to  ddiberate  and  decide  in  matters 
wUdi  affected  their  conmion  interests.  The 
diet  was  fixed  to  be  held  alternately  at  Coire 
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ill  the  leagae  of  the  House-^-ChMl)  at  Duftr 
m  the  Superior  leagae,  and  at  DavoB  in  Ihil;' 
6f  the  Ten  jurisdictions.    The  deputies  to  Ae* 
diet,  however,  had  not  the  power  of  enactiii^- 
but    only    of   propoanding    measures;     tliefr 
final  adoption  or  rejection  was  vested  in  tlie 
people  at  large.    In  any  dispute  which  might^'^ 
arise  between  any  two  of  the  leagues,   the  . 
third  was  to  act  as  umpire.     Such  was  die 
political  organization.     Each   district   had  Uii^ 
own  laws  and  chief,  and  several  districts  oidtod 
were  placed  under  the  government  of  a  laiit 
amman,  with  a  lower  and  superior  jurisdiction; 
hence  a  union  of  such  districts  was  named 
the   supreme  jurisdiction^     Several   of   these 
latter  constituted  a  league;  of  whidi,   three 
formed  the  republic   of  Rhetia.    The  people 
every  where  had  the  appointment  of  their  own 
magistrates,  whom  they  selected  from  among 
the  most  honorable  and  trustworthy  men* 

Whilst  these  measures  for  the  promotimi 
of  concord  were  established  in  Rhetia,  the  di- 
visions whidi  prevailed  at  Bern  had  nearly 
plunged  it  into  ruin.  This  city,  built  originally 
on  a  free  teiritory  by  the  duke  of  Zehringen, 
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and  inhabited  by  free  citizens  and  industrious 
artisans^  reigned  also  among  its  burghers  the 
justiciary-lords  of  its  neighbourhood.  As  the 
y^wn  guarantied  to  these  lords  the  rights  they 
enjoyed  within  its  territory,  they  in  their  turn, 
like  good  and  faithful  citizensfpromoted  on  every 
occasion  the  interests  of  the  town.  Many  of 
these  eminent  families  had  seats  in  the  city- 
council)  and  had  &een  at  all  times,  by  their 
intelligence,  bravery  and  property,  highly  use- 
fid  to  the  commonwealth.  By  their  means  the 
town  had  been  enabled  to  encrease  its  sub- 
jects by  purchase  or  conquest,  and  acquire 
considerable  consequence  in  the  confederacy. 
The  ordinary  citizens,  nevertheless,  thought 
themselves  of  equal  importance  in  the  state. 
On  the  other  hand,  these  patrician  fictmilies 
looked  down  with  haughty  pride  on  the  fur- 
riers, butchers,  bakers  and  other  respectable 
tradesmen,  ridiculously  boasting  of  their  descent 
and  noble  pedigree;  this  only  tended  to  pro-* 
voke  the  others  to  seize  every  opportunity  of 
humiliating  and  degrading  them. 

At  this  particular  coiyuncture,  a   great  di- 
▼eiBity  of  opinion  prevailed  in  the  council  of 
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Bern,  retative  to  eerhAn  trafisactioB»  tf  m  wHat-' 
gistrate  in  th^  lordship  of  Wi»)»,  iA  YtftMi 
he  had  exceeded  his  powers  of  ofBce. 

The  magistrate  having  been  cdnvicted  4i< 
(he  charges  brought  against  him,  appealed  to 
the  grand  coimdl ;  on  this  two  conflicting  par- 
ties arose  —  that  of  the  nobles,  who  fonMd  a 
coalition  to  maintain  their  diartered  rights,  and 
who  demanded  an  impartial  tribunal  —  and  tfuK 
of  the  other  citizens  who  sat  in  the  ocftmeil^ 
and  whose  leader  was  Peter  Kistler,  a  batdier 
by  trade.  As  the  claims  of  the  nobles  were 
overruled,  they  left  the  town  with  their  fttu- 
lies  and  went  to  reside  on  their  paternal  esbir- 
tes.  Peter  Kistler  being  afterwards  elected 
chief  magistrate  of  Bern,  (1470}  sought  every 
opportunity  of  humbling  the  pride  of  the  no- 
bles, and  of  assimilating  them  in  every  respeel 
to  the  other  citizens.  With  this  view  die 
gistrates,  council  and  citizens,  issued  a 
sumptuary  edict  on  the  article  of  dress.  Whfls 
the  Olives  and  daughters  of  the  nobles  lesmt 
thai  they  were  required  to  discontinue  Ihe 
long  trains  to  tlieir  dresses,  by  which  they 
were  distinguished  from  the  other  classes,  Cliey 
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weie  ineonftolidble  till  they  had  prevailed  on 
dieir  hosbandfl  to  resist  tbo  order.  This  lea- 
ding to  fresh  disturbanees,  the  eonfedera- 
..les  themselves  interfered,  and  the  eonneil 
of  Bern  did  not  enforce  the  obnoxious  measure. 
Laws  of  a  more  lenient  nature,  and  which 
were  scrupulously  enforced,  were  promulgated 
soon  afterwards,  whidi  had  the  eflPect  of  restor- 
ing the  domestic  peace  of  the  town. 

This  result  was  indeed  fortunate,  for  the 
time  soon  arrived  when  the  confederacy  re- 
quired all  the  strength  which  the  closest  union 
could  command,  to  avoid  falling  a  prey  to  the 
designs  of  Charles  the  Bold,  duke  of  Burgundy; 
who  proud,  ambitious,  and  eager  to  signalise 
himself,  became  outrageous  at  every  opposition 
to  his  Avill.  The  territory  subject  to  his  rule 
extended  from  the  northern  boundaries  of 
Switzerland,  the  Jura  and  the  Rhine,  between 
that  river  and  France,  to  the  north  sea.  His 
victorious  arms  had  driven  Rene  duke  of  Lor- 
raine from  his  states,  and  advancing  to  the 
walls  of  Paris,  he  had  struck  terror  into  the 
heart  of  Louis  the  11th.  The  king  who  bore 
him  an  inveterate  hatred,  and  constantly  sought 
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to  raise  him  new  enemies,  applied  with  greal 
address  to  the  Swiss,  whose  formidable  valor 
he  had  witnessed,  whilst  Dauphin,  on  the  plains 
of  St  James.  Presents  and  gold  chains  to 
the  leading  senators  of  the  different  towns  of 
Switzerland,  were  not  spared  to  gain  their 
cooperation  against  the  duke*  The  eiqidled 
duke  of  Lorraine  also  implored  the  assistimee 
of  the  Swiss,  <  and  even  the  emperor  of  Chor* 
many  endeavoured  to  engage  them  to  take 
part  against  Burgundy.  They  had  indeed  them- 
selves no  grounds  lor  complaint  against  the 
duke,  except  that  his  governor  Peter  of  Ha^ 
genbach  had  neglectod  to  afford  protoction  to 
their  merchants,  who  were  sometimes  exposed 
to  maltreatment  in  passing  through  Burgundy. 
The  entreaties  and  presents  of  king  Lewis, 
however,  were  no  longer  to  be  resisted;  the 
warlike  youth  of  the  country  too  were  pan- 
ting to  distinguish  themselves  in  new  ei^ 
ploits,  and  added  to  this,  Austria,  Lorraine  and 
other  states  of  Germany  had  united  against 
Burgundy. 

The  confederates  having  concluded  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  France  (1474)  entered  upper 
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Bmgundy  with  a  force  of  8000  men,  pillaging 
burning  the  country  as  they  advanced; 


vmist  the  forces  of  Lorraine  and  Austria, 
10^000  strong,  entered  from  another  point. 
Basle,  Friburg,  Schaffhausen  and  St.  Gall, 
had  eadi  famished  its  quota  of  troops  in  aid 
of  the  confederates.  The  most  unparaUeled 
cruelties  were  perpetrated,  and  the  counts 
and  nobles  in  the  Pays-de-Vaud,  who  were  in 
tbe  interests  of  Burgundy,  as  well  as  the  duke 
of  Savoy  who  had  also  espoused  his  cause, 
experienced  the  most  barbarous  treatment. 
Morat  was  taken  by  the  forces  of  Bern  and 
Friburg,  and  its  inhabitants  compelled  to  swear 
allegiance  to  the  confederacy,  whose  banners 
were  now  seen  waving  along  the  shores  of 
the  lake  of  Geneva,  whilst  castles  were 
blazing  on  every  side.  They  also  established 
a  garrison  in  the  citadel  of  Grandson,  on  the 
lake  of  Neuchatel.  Meanwhile  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Valais  hastened  to  join  them  in  com- 
bating the  vast  power  of  Savoy. 

In  the  midst  of  the  war,  however,  which 
the  Swiss  had  been  induced  to  engage  in  by 
France  and  the  emperor,  they  found  themselves 
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perfidiously  abandoned  by   both.     The 
suddenly  concluded  a  peace  with  the 
Burgundy,  and  twelve  weeks  later,  the'' 
of  FVance  also  entered  into  a  truce  with  btal 
for  several   years.    The  latter  monarch  it  tf    i 
true,  solemnly  engaged  to  protect  the  Swte,  J 
from  any  attack  on  the  part  of  the  duke;  but    < 
notwithstanding  this  promise  he  granted  4he 
latter  a  free  passage  through  his  territories  ia 
his  advance   against    the  confederateS|   with 
whom  he   felt  most  incensed,  and  whom  IB 
his  vengeance  he  determined  to  chastise  asd 
humble.    Charles  had  an  only  daughter  v^ 
was  heiress  to  all  his  dominions.    Be  alter- 
nately flattered  both  the  king  and  the  emperor 
with  the  hope  of  obtaining  for  their  sons,  her 
hand  and  possessions  —  but  nothing  could  be 
more  opposite  to  his  real  intentions.  ^ 

Having  thus  freed  himself  from  his  two 
formidable  adversaries,  he  collected  a  poww- 
M  army  in  Italy  and  France,  as  well  as  widm 
his  own  states.  Struck  with  terror  at  these 
preparations,  the  betrayed  confederates  inmie-^ 
diately  despatdied  two  ambassadors  with 
posals  of  peace,  and  an  exclusive  alliance ; 
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rpflig  ai  the  same  time  to  make  whatever  ato^ 
^fimw^  bo  shoulil  require.  He  however  dis- 
4iiM4#y  rejected  their  overtures,  aad  in  March 
l^  left Beaan^on  at  the  head  of  eO,000  men; 
afier  traversing  the  Jura,  he  marched  upon  the 
town  of  Grandson,  resolved  to  wreak  full  ven- 
geanoi  on  the  Swiss. 


«7. 

Issue  of  the  war  with  Burgundy.    Fxi- 
burg  becomes  free. 

141(5  -  1417. 

When  duke  Charles  of  Burgundy  reached 

the'  other  side  of  the  Jura,  he  found  his  troops 

already    in  possession  of  the  town  of  Yver- 

dnn  through  the  treachery  of  its  citizens;   the 

oiBtle.  however,  which  was  defended  by  a  cou- 

n^ieous  troop  of  Bernese,    re8i3ted  all  his  ef- 

Artg.    On  his  appearance  before  the  town  of 

Oiaudson,  the  little  garrison  intrepidly  braved 

Am  utmost  fury,  and  remained  firm  amidst  the 
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uninterapted  fire  which  he  kept  up  agaiiM 
dtadel.    Indignant  at  hAviog  been  d 
days  before  this  insignificant  fortress^  he 
ordcm  to  carry  it  by  storm,  threateniiq;^  ttlt. 
if  the  Swiss  made  any  fiirther  resistance,  he 
would  have  them  all  hung^.     Tliis 
which  tried  the  courage  of  many, 
that  of  the  dastardly  captain  Wyler.    A  knii^ 
of  Burgundy,  who  could  converse  in  theChr* 
man  language,  arrived  at  the  same  time  bm 
the  duke's  camp;  after  expressing  his  adnmi- 
tion  of  their  courage,  he  declared  that  (b^ 
duke  respected  it  no  less,  and  promised  tbtfft 
in  his  name,  an  unmolested  retreat,   provided 
they  instantly  ceased  their  brave  but  mad 
sistance.    They  sufiered  themselves  to  be 
suaded,  and  after  having  grateftdly  presented 
the  Burgundian  with  a  hundred  florins,  in  U^ 
quality  of  mediator,  they  began  to  evacoa^- 
the  citadel.    The  duke  however  had  them  set^^ 
zed  and  stripped,  and  aftierwards  hung,  bST 
hundreds,   on  the  trees;   others  were  crudt^ 
fastened  to  cords  and  dragged  to  death  throu^^ 
the  water. 

At  intelligence  of  these  atrocities,  (he 
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resdved  to  send  with  ail  qpeed  a 

IQ^OOO  men  to  Grandson ,  undismay-* 

fhe  duke's  force,    which   wad  nearly 

triple  in  nnmben    At  day  break  on  the  3rd. 

of  Hareh,  1476^  the  soldiers  of  Lncern,  Schwyz 

and  Bernese  Oberland,  presented  themselves  as 

ttie  vai^ard  of  the  army,  on  the  vine-hilLs 

situaled  between  the  lake  of  Neuchatel  and 

the  Jura  mountains*     After  a  short  interval 

pused  in  prayer  they  commenced  the  attack. 

The  soldiers  of  Friborg  and  Bern   advanced 

flndy  and  in  good  order ;  the  iormer  led  by 

^  veteran  John  of  Hallwyl,  and  the  Bernese 

I7  dieir  chief  magistrate,   Nicolas  of  Solar- 

''^ditlud.    This  vanguard  had  bravely  main- 

^^>^  a  sanguinary  conflict  for  several  hours, 

''^^  the  whole  army  of  the  confederates  ap- 

P^^^ed  upon  the  heights  in  the  briilianoe  of 

^  Hoon  day  sun;  the  shrill  sound  of  the  horn 

^Uiiderwalden,  and  the  hollow  bull-like  roar- 

^  of  the  Uri-horn,  resounded  along  the  moun* 

7^  luid  immediately  after  the  banners  of  Zu- 

2^    and  Schafhausen  were  seen  waving  in 

^  Vr.    The  duke  eagerly  demanded  to  know 

■^^^  troops  they  were;    to  which  the  lord  of 
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Steiu  replied,  that  they  were  the  men 
whom  Austria  had  fled.    ,,If  a  handftil 
men,"  cried  the  duke,  ,,have  resisted  as 
4L  whole  day,  what  have  wc  to  hope  agaiMK 
their  whole  force?''    His  troops  were  seised 
with  dismay  at  the  renewal  of  die  sangofawiy 
contest    In  vain  did  the  duke  endeavour  li 
oppose  their  retreat  —  in  his  efforts  to  arrest  tim 
flight,  he  was  hurried  along  %vith  them.   The 
infuriate  Swiss  continued  the  pursuit  till  te 
darkness  of  the  night  compelled  them  to  hilt. 
But  when  the  troops  of  Bern  and  Fribnrg.  »vi 
arriving  before  Grandson,  beheld  the  dead 
diiil  of  those  who  had  been  hung  up  on 
trees,  their  vengeance  knew  no  bounds — tl 
instantly  rushed  forward  to  attack  the 
The  Burgundian  soldiers  in  fear  and  trembfiag^ 
at  once  surrendered,  when  all  w^^  unmero-^ 
fully  hung  up  in  (he  place  of  the  dead  bodies 
of  the  Swiss,  which  (heir  comrades  had  csH 
down. 

The  loss  siMtained  by  Charles  the  Bold 
amounted  to  a  thousand  men,  besides  his  rieh 
and  niagniflcent  camp  which  was  estimated 
at  more  than  a  million  of  florins.     His  dneal 
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dtem  9iaoj  studded  with  diamonds,  rubies, 
and  other  jewels,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
•jjrietors.  A  diamond,  half  the  size  of  a 
not 9  was  picked  up  on  the  road  by  a  Swiss; 
ignorant  of  the.  worth  of  thte  glittering  stone,^ 
be  was  going  to  throw  it  away;  but  a  priest 
who  happened  to  see  it,  bought  it  of  him  for 
three  franks.  After  passing  through  various 
hands,  the  brilliant  at  last  was  purchased  for 
90^000  ducats,  and  now  adorns  the  triple 
crown  of  the  pope.  Another  diamond  was  also 
found  in  the  camp,  which  was  ultimately  pur- 
chased to  adorn  the  royal  crown  of  France; 
80  precious  was  the  booty  which  feU  int<^]|ie 
hands  of  the  victors. 

Charles  however,  soon  returned  with  fresh 
jforoes,  euteriug  the  country  by  Lausanne. 
After  having  reviewed  his  powerful  army  in 
Us  vidnity ,  he  marched  as  -eiirly  as  April  to 
the  shores  of  the  lake  of  Neuehatel ,  whence 
he  advanced  against  Moral.  Here  Adrian 
of  Bubenberg  .;ivith  600  brave  troops,  aided 
by  the  townsmen,  offered  a  more  obstinate 
jFCsistancc  tbfm  even  thp  defenders  of  Grand- 
son.    While* .  the  duke    wa&   thus    detained 


before  the  town*   the  confederates  and  dieir 

'  all 

allies  had  time  to  collect  their  forces.  Mto^ 
however,  was  soon  reduced  to  great  want;. in 
veral  breaches  had  been  made  in  (he  waHi 
and  tower,  and  its  ramparts  were  already  tot- 
tering to  their  fall;  but  the  courage  of  Adrian 
and  his  brave  companions,  remained  firm  and 
unshaken. 

He  held  out  until  the  confederates  pound 
in  from  all  sides,  supported  by  their  allies  ttom 
Bienne,  the  towns  of  Alsace,  Basle,  St.  Gall 
and  Schafhausen.  These,  composing  the  fof»- 
most  columns,  were  followed  with  the  at- 
moiK  ardor,  in  spite  of  bad  weather  and  diA- 
cult  roads,  by  the  troops  of  Zurich,  Thurgaoy 
Aargau  and  Sargan.  John  Waldmann,  the  ge- 
neral of  the  Znrichers,  on  the  evening  beftare 
the  battle,  halted  his  weary  troops  for  a  few 
hours  only  at  Bern,  and  at  ten  o^clock  atnighl 
resumed  his  march  at  sound  of  trumpet  The 
whole  town  was  illuminated,  and  tables  were 
spread  before  the  houses  with  refreshmeate 
for  the  soldiers;  who,  amidst  the  darkness  of 
the  night  and  during  a  violent  storm,  set  foi^ 
ward  to  join  the  army  at  Morat. 


fiV;;The  day  of  batde  dawned  —  (June  fX)  fhe 
4rijvw^  dark  and  heavy  with  clonds,  and  the 
\m,  4K>ntinned  to  poor  down  in  torrents.  At 
lei^^  the  formidable  army  of  the  Borgundianis 
aj^ared  in  full  view  before  the  confederates, 
whose  forces  altogether  scarcely  numbered 
34^)00  men.  Before  he  gave  the  signal  for 
attack,  Hallwyl  with  his  whole  army,  knelt 
Ght  a  moment  in  prayer.  Ere  it  was  ended 
tha  son  burst  cheorfuUy  forth;  when  Hallwyl 
waving  his  sword,  exclaimed:  „rise,  rise, 
confederates;  b^old!  the  god  of  hosts  lights 
'  US  to  victory."  The  artillery  now  thundered 
forth,  and  instantly  from  the  lake  to  the  shm- 
nit.  of  the  mountains,  was  one  scene  of  con- 
flict and  carnage^  Hallwyl  commanded  the  left 
wii^;  on  the  right,  near  the  lake,  was  sta- 
tmed  the  flower  of  the  Swiss  army  under  the 
eommand  ofWaldmann;  whilst  Bubenberg  was 
posted  under  the  trees,  on  the  borders  of  the 
lake.  Hallwyl  manfully  sustained  the  tremen- 
dous conffict  till  Caspar  ofHertenstein,  the  ve- 
teran hero  of  Lucem  whom  he  had  despatched 
by  a  drcuitous  route,  appeared 'on  the  heights, 
where  he  opened  an  attack  on  the  enemy's 
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rear.  Deaih  now  swept  down  the  Burgl^i 
dian  ranks  in  front  and  rear  — •  thousands^<||pi 
maintained  Jthe  fight  —  thousands  were  flk 
ling,  and  thousands  in  full  retreat.  The  didce^ 
pale  and  dumb  with  amazement,  seeing  die 
day  was  lost,  mounted  his  swiftest  horse  and 
fled,  with  about  thirty  cavaliers,  towards  die 
lake  of  Gteneva.  Fifteen  thousand  Burgundiaiis 
lay  dead  on  the  plain  between  the  lake  of  Mi»^ 
rat  and  Avenches.  Many  in  their  endettvoms 
to  escape,  perished  in  the  lake  or  in*  the 
swamps  which  border  it:  the  rest  were  scattcrod 
in  different  directions;  whilst  the  tents,  treasures 
and  provisions  of  the  enemy,  became  the  booty 
of  the  victors.  The  bodies  of  the  slain  weie 
thrown  into  pits  filled  with  quicklime  and  then 
covered  with  earth.  The  people  of  Moral 
some  years  afterwards  erected  a  charnel- 
house,  which  they  filled  with  the  bones  and 
skulls  of  the  Burgundians,  as  a  memento  for 
the  foreigner  to  beware  of  the  confederates, 
when  united.  Ren^,  duke  of  Lorraine,  wfaon 
Charles  had  driven  from  his  states,  was  now 
in  turn  able  to  triumph  over  him.  He  de« 
clared  a  wai^  of  extermination  against  his  hiui- 
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Hpid  .enemy;  retook  the  town  of  Nancy;  anid 
MttflM^r  himself  more  formidable,  solicited 
flwqi  the  Swiss  a  reinforcement  of  6000  men. 
Wmi  this  they  complied,  sending  him  how- 
ever 8000  men,  under  the  command  of  the 
bero  of  Morat,  John  Waldman.  Scarcely  had 
they  joined  the  forces  of  duke  Rene ,  when 
Charles  was  again  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  ano- 
iherarmy,  with  which  he  commenced  a  vigo- 
roUB  attack  on  IVancy.  On  this,  duke  Rene, 
reinforced  by  the  Swiss,  hastened  to.  the  suc- 
cour of  the  town ,  when  a  battle  immediately 
took  place  under  its  walls ,  on  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1477.  The  troops  of  Charles  however 
had  k)st  all  courage;  added  to  which  the  com- 
mander of  the  vanguard ,  count  Cola  Campo- 
basso,  instead  of  leading  on  the  attack,  treach- 
erously passed  over  to  the  enemy's  ranks. 
The  army  of  Rene  being  thus  so  much  supe- 
rior both  in  force  and  courage ,  that  of  Char-^ 
les  was  soon  routed  and  overcome.  In  his  flight, 
the  horse  on  which  Charles  was  mounted, 
plunged  into  a  swamp  that  had  been  shghtly 
frozen  over,  where  this  prince  Was  taken  and 
moon  despatched  by  his  pursuers:  five  hundred 
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nobles  and  knights  lay  dead  aronnd  him 
thousands  of  his  soldiers  were 
the  field  of  battle  —  snch  was  the  end 
dreaded  enemy  of  the  confederates.  '^^> 

The  territory  of  Charles  now  fell  into  ttl^ 
hands  of  his  enemies;  but  the  states  of  up|wr 
Burgundy  sent  to  the  confederates  to  demnt 
peace,  and  desired  even  to  be  received  aili 
the  confederacy.  Bern,  no  less  politic  ttia 
magnanimous,  voted  for  their  admission  iHi 
the  alliance:  — «  ^^^^^  Jura  and  the  Yotigm^^ 
said  they,  „would  henceforth  be  an  impregnaUft 
bulwark  for  us  against  France."  But  the  qdier 
ctotons,  especially  the  lesser  ones,  were  oppos- 
ed to  this  measure:  either  from  a  fear  Alt 
by  so  great  an  extension  of  the  confMemef 
they  might  be  involved  too  often  in  foreigi 
wars,  or  that  the  existence  of  so  many  im- 
portant and  large  cantons  would  render  thM 
only  still  more  insignificant.  It  was  ther^iit 
determined,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  amity  d  | 
the  confederates,  that  the  Burgundians  shooU 
pay  the  sum  oi  150^000  florins.  The  BmgoB- 
dian  crown  devolved  afterwards  on  Blaxiiai- 
lian  ardiduke  9t  Austria,  by  virtue  of  his 


riage  wifh  Maria,  daughter  of  Charies  liie 
QdUU  Meanwhile  Austria  concladed  a  treaQr 
of  p«petaal  alliance  finr  mutual  defence  and 
trahquillily,  with  Zorich^  Bern,  Lucern,  Uri 
and  Solenre;  in  \diidi  Unf^rwaldra,  Schwys^ 
SSdg  and  Glarus  were  atoo  soon  afterwueds 
indnded.  By  this  treatjr  Austria  fbrmalljr  le- 
asuaoed  all  daims  to  those  places  which  the 
confederates  had  takoi  from  the  house  of 
Haibsburg,  and  each  party  solenndy  engaged 
to  render  reciprocal  aid  and  protection  in  dan- 
ger ovnoed. 

An  alliance  was  likewise  concluded  with 
die  king  of  France,  in  which  the  confedera- 
tion  granted  him  the  power  of  enlisting  sol- 
diers within  the  Swiss  territory  —  a  favour 
winch  he  thought  to  compelisate,  by  a  lavish 
distribution  of  money,  presents  and  pensions. 
The  governors,  the  petty  nobles,  and  the  ma*- 
gistrates,  all  eagerly  engaged  in  the  enrolment 
and  equipment  of  soldiers  for  the  service  of 
Ike  king;  whilst,  in  quality  of  captains  and  su- 
perior officers,  they  enriched  themselves  by 
tlie  presents  and  pay  obtained  in  exdiange  tut 
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the  BiHfh  Swim  Wood ,  which  was  to  flow.  W 
a  foittigu  soil.  •,  ^,^  . 

At  ^is  pepod^  howev^^  Switsorhmil'lfaa 
ov^rrw  with  An  idle  ifio^  of  m/^n,  wbp  M 
coBtraeted  the  lawless  habits  of  war  ia  Um 
pUuoe  of  those  of  ob^dieoee,  industry,  im>4  gpad 
morals;  and  who  prjef(^red  robbeiy  and  pWiPffb 
to  a  regular  and  htmpsi  mode  of  |ivrtihaa4. 
NumJbera  of  these  set  out,  hraviag  every  leijl^ 
to  join  in  the  foreign  wars ;  others  purmej  A 
lawless  course  of  life,  marauding  ahe^t  Mw 
country  and  committing  every  excess*  Ai  2b|g 
during  the  carnival,  some  of  these  men  amidst 
their  drink  and  play,  happened  to  speak  of 
the  unequal  division  of  the  Burgimdiao  beo^) 
affirming  that  the  grandees  of  Bern  and  Fii* 
burg  had  secured  the  best  portion  for  themsfllr 
vea*  Hereupon  they  mustered  their  party,  mi 
under  the  denomination  of  the  „  Jovial  baedy" 
they  bound  themselves  by  oath,  to  compel  thP 
parties  to  give  an  account  of  the  matter ;  wd 
with  shouts  of  wild  merriment  they  set  out) 
well  armed,  passing  through  the  different  towii 
and  cantons  of  Switsserland ,  on  their  wqf 
to  Geneva.    During  their  march,   their  ea»- 


hon  w«re  every  where  increased  by  men  of 
congenial  to  Uieir  own. 
Aiteved  at  Geneva^  they  demanded  the  pay- 
ef  the  coniribution  levied  after  the  Bur- 
gnadian  war,  and  which  till  then  had  remained 

siili^uidated.    They  offered  no  violence  or  ij|r 

jmy  to  any  one,  and  paid  whatev^  ^KpiepcM 
diqr  inCQired  on  their  way.  On  reaehiag  Bern 
tkey  amounted  to  700,  but  at  Friburg  their 
nombers  had  encreased  to  SOOO.  Such  a  stato 
cf  thbgs  naturally  created  much  alarm;  the 

'  <hr3  authorities  however  contented  themselves 
with  merely  exhorting  the  citi2sens  to  abstain 
fioa  joining  this  illegal  and  anned  associalipn. 

:  Diets  were  eqavoked  in  which  they  sought  by 
ttflid  and  friendly  language,  to  pacify  and  gain 

..  <fver  die  young  men  of  the  Jovial  band.  No* 
fting  however  could  prevail  on  them  to  return 
to  tkmr  homes,  till  Geneya  and  Lausanne  had 

Mud  the  arrears  of  the  contribution;  this  done, 

ihoy  immediately  disbanded. 

About  this  period  Bern  concluded  a  treaty 

of  peace  and  alliance  with  Savoy;  restoring 

!•  it  the  Pays-de-Vaud,  which  bad  been  con- 

dEtionaHy  aorreadered  to  Bera,  and  retaining 
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possessioii  only  of  Aigle :  bat  it  obtained  ;)ikMi 
Savoy  an  acknowledgement  of  the  inttn- 
dance  of  Fribnrg,  as  a  free  town  of  AellaMi 
empire  — *  for  it  could  not  view  with  indii^ 
rence  the  proximity  of  so  strong  a  plaee  it 
the  hands  of  Savoy.  (Angost  SSrd,  14fl^.)  Ai 
the  price  of  its  freedom^  Vnhur^wiitKtttltftf 
payment  of  a  great  part  of  the  public  dek  if 
Savoy. 


2S. 

The  glorious  day  of  Giomico.  —  Ni- 
colas von  der  Flue.    —  Fribnrg  and 
Soleure  join  the  confederation.  —  DeaA 
of  John  Waldmann  at  Zurich. 

1418  -  1489. 

A  daring  and  wariike  spirit  now  evoy 
where  pervaded  the  people  of  the  Swiss  eoor 
federation  —  amidst  the  valleys  and  moim- 
tains,  no  less  than  within  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages.   Since  the  time  that  the  duke  of  Bar- 
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indy  had  lost  his  treasures  in  one  battle^  in 
]fl|tor  his  army,  and  in  a  third  his  life,  the 
mjji^'no  longer  stood  in  awe  of  any  one: 
W^Hk&te  was  no  end  to  their  wars.  ^-*-  Some 
dgeels  having  one  day  ventured  to  fell  tim- 
er in  a  wood  of  the  valley  of  Livenen,  a 
arty  of  young  men  from  Uri  crossed  the  St 
hMhird,  and  began,  by  way  of  retaliation,  to 
ilhge  9nd  ill-treat  the  inhabitants  of  the  nearest 
BltMse  villages.  The  canton  of  Uri,  instead 
^  punishijig  them,  not  only  afforded  them  pro- 
iction,  but  declared  war  against  the  Milanese, 
eoumding  at  the  same  time,  aid  and  coopera- 
oaftom  the  confederates.  The  latter  perceived 
le  injustice  the  people  of  Uri  had  committed, 
b1  endeavoured  to  bring  about  a  reconcilia^ 
«a;  bnt  unwilling  to  abandon  their  allies  in 
moment  of  danger,  they  despatched  troops 
I  their  assistance. 

On  this,  the  duke  of  Milan  sent  the  count 
orrili  with  a  powerfiil  force  up  the  Tessino. 
k  Swiss  advanced  guard,  consisting  of  about 
Itt  men  from  Uri,  Lucem,  Schwyz,  and  Zo- 
A,  lay  a^  the  village  of  Gipmico ;  the  other 
lafedmite  force,  about  10,000  strong,  was  at 


a  cMMideFable  disUffioe  in  the  rear*. 
thereMre  peBcdred  to  advance  to  the  ai 
Gioimieo  wiA  his  chosen  troops.  —  Bi 
was  in  the  depih  of  the  wmtor  seas 
Swiss  had  ia  the  mean  time  caused  t 
iers  of  the  Tessin<>  to  overflow  the  oik 
wUeh  soon  became  covered  with  i^ 
having  fiafnished  theiir  shoes  with  cram 
fliey  awaited  the  attack  of  the  enem; 
Milanese  continued  to  advance  with  a 
and  eautioHS  stops  along  the  slippery  i 
when  the  ftrm-footed  Swiss  rushed  i^ 
down  upon  them,  and  with  their  trifiiaj 
easily  mastered  the  multitude  of  their  t 
en^Hies.  (December  28,  1478.) 

Frisehhans  Theilig  commander  of  tb 
of  Luoern,  seemed  with  his  formidable 
like  the  extorminating  angel  of  the  Milai 
Filled  with  dismay,  15,000  of  the  latt( 
toAyre  a  force  of  600.  The  snow  as 
BeHinzona  was  dyed  with  the  blood  ( 
itaiiii,  wMch  amounted  to  above  1500 
altiiost  incrocKble  victory,  rendered  tb 
of  the  Swiss  famous  throughout  Italy. 
was  fidn  to  purchase  peace,   and  make 


id'^^^EtiiifiMtioii;  it  also  recognised  the  r^t  of 
[Jri-^ii^LHreneii  and  the  valley  Bn^patco,  as  a 
p^^ffN^tari  ftef,  on  condition  of  presenting  an- 
fidf^y  a  wax-taper,  weighing  three  pounds, 
i0  ^h^  cathedral  of  Milan. 

As  the  towns  of  Solenre  and  Friburg  had 
tittcv^  supported  die  ciause  of  the  confederlh^ 
tcjs  in  mdst  of  their  wiu«,  and  particularly  in 
tliose  against  Burgundy,  Bern  endeavoured  to 
fiMve  their  admission  into  the  confederacy; 
M  the  free  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  Uri, 
8ebwy£,  and  Unterwalden,  strenously  opposed 
^  lest  the  towns,  so  much  their  superiors  in 
vcAwment  and  knowledge,  and  which  were 
ever  eager  to  extend  their  territory  and  in- 
ti^Me  the  number  iof  their  subjects,  should 
pik  at  last  an  absolute  sway,  and  direct  the 
cmin^  confederacy  according  to  the  dictates  of 
Ikeir  own  will  or  interest  From  this  feeling 
^  fear  and  jealousy  they  would  not  consent 
^  have  the  number  of  dominative  towas  within 
^  confederation  increased.  The  suspicions  on 
^  other  hand,  which  the  towns  entertaiottd 
lAwt  the  free  cantons,  were  of  quite  a  dif- 
^v^t  character.    Immediatdy  after  the  di»^ 


orders  cwmeA  by  the  Jovial  band,  Zutich, 
and  liucem,  had  entered  into  a  oompart  rf 
citizenship,  for  mntual  support  and  protertiij 
in  which  Soleure  and  Friburg  were  indndDiy 
from  an  apprehension  thai  the  free  inhahiUBii 
of  the  small  cantons  might  attempt  to  itBder 
all  the  Swiss  alike  free,  and  that  by  miolBad 
iog  the  subjects  of  the  towns,  they  wmU 
sooner  or  later  incite  them  to  shake  off  the 
yoke  of  the  citizens,  and  establish  a  pi^iilir 
government  Such  a  result  as  this,  the  dli-' 
zens  could  not  view  with  an  indifferent  eye; 
for  as  they  had  acquired  their  subjects,  either 
by  conquest  or  purchase,  they  resolved  not  to 
surrender  that  right  which  they  had  to  th our  em* 
Hence  a  feeling  of  mutual  distrust  aosi 
grew  up  among  the  confederates;  nor  was  it 
long  before  an  event  occurred  which  confiiaed 
the  suspicions  entertained  by  the  towns*  At 
Escholzmatt  in  Entlibuch,  a  bailliage  of  the 
canton  of  Lucem,  lived  a  brave  warrior  named 
Peter  Am  Stalden,  whose  cousins,  Burgler  ef 
Obwalden  formerly  landammann,  and  his  bro- 
ther-in-law Kuhnegger,  often  came  to  vUX 
him  to  expatiate  over  their  glass  of  wine,  ea 
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«li»  blessiiigs  of  freedom.  The  two  ooosins 
kBOWiiig  that  Peter  had  been  aggrieved  by 
flue  govenuur  of  Enttibuch  and  the  nobles  of 
lioocni)  instigated  him  to  strike  a  bold  and 
iiiia]]»eeted  stroke  in  the  town  itself,  during 
tfce  feetiTal^  of  St.  Leodegard.  With  the  as-^ 
siatance  of  some  confederates  from  Obwalden, 
wbo  w&te  to  mix  in  the  festivities,  they  pro- 
posed to  despatch  the  president,  senate  and 
bandied,  and  then  to  level  the  towers  and 
eity-waUs  with  the  gfoond.  Thus  would  Lib- 
oen  be  converted  into  a  fine  village,  and 
BMtGbach  become  an  independant  state!  The 
gnuid  project,  however,  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  citizens,  from  some  unguarded  expres- 
of  Peter  himself,  he  was  immediately 
and  conveyed  to  prison;  here  he  acknow- 
M{god.  the  whole  plot,  and  was  sentenced  as 
I  traitor  to  be  beheaded* 

In  the  meantime  the  confederation  assem- 
dod  in  full  diet  at  Stams,  in  the  canton  of 
[Imterwalden;  including  the  deputies  from  St 
Sail,  Appenzell,  Soleure  and  Friburg.  A  spirit 
if  .distrust  and  animosity  soon  discovwed 
toelf  among  them,  respecting  the  allotment 


of  the  booty  eaptared  in  Burgundy;   a 
im  on  the  qoestion  of  admitting  the  two 
into  the  confederacy,  and  various  other 
lers.    The  three    primitive   cantons  were  lo 
loud  in  their  menaces  against  the  towns^  and 
Ihese^  with  Lucern,  expressed  themselves  wiA 
such  rancor  towards  them,  that  the  peitple  «f 
Friburg  and  Soleure,  of  their  own  accord,  ge- 
nerously offered  to  abandon  their  wish*   Ite 
rumor,  however,  of  «i  appeal  to  arms  and  d 
an  approaching  dissociation  of  the  entire  coai^ 
deracy,  was  every  wherein  consequence  spml 

Henry  Imgrund,  ihe  pastor  of  Stanss,  a 
devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  country, 
deeply  grieved  at  the  dissention  which  reigBsd 
among  the  confederates.  Taking  his  walkiBg- 
staff  he  set  out  for  the  solitude  of  Ranfttohi| 
to  communicate  the  events  which  menaced  Am 
to  the  pious  brother  Nicholas  Loewenbruggeb 
This  holy  man,  who  was  named  also  vender 
Flue,  from  his  habitation  on  a  rode,  nev 
Saxein  in  Obwalden,  had  in  the  loneliness  d 
the  desert  spent  many  years  in  prayer  aad 
meditation;  he  was  held  in  great  reverence  \ff 
the  people  for  his  pure  devotion,  and  a  bafaf 
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cnnreii^  that  he  had  lived  for  years  with 
to  other  nourishment,  than  the  monthly  sacra- 
ment at  the  altar.  His  bed  was  the  hard 
boards  of  his  narrow  cell,  and  a  stone  served 
him'  for  a  pillow*  His  wife,  who  had  borne 
Inm  five  sons  and  as  many  daughters,  dwelt 
on  his  patrimonial  estate.  In  the  war  of  Thur- 
gm^  he  had  alike  distinguished  himself  by  his 
iHBavery'  and  humanity* 

As  soon  as  he  heard  from  the  pastor  of 
Stanz  of  the  dissension  which  prevailed  amongst 
the  confederates,  he  immediately  left  his  her- 
■utage,  repaired  to  Stanz,  and  presented  him- 
fldf  in  the  hall  of  the  assembled  diet.  All 
Mspectfully  rose  at  the  appearance  of  the 
worthy  and  venerable  man,  whose  attenuated 
fibntt  still  presented  traces  of  manly  Srigor. 
AddressLog  them  with  all  the  earnest  dignity 
of  a  divine  messenger,  he  exhorted  them  in 
the  name  of  that  being,  who  had  granted 
Ihem  and  their  forefathers  so  many  victories, 
to  peace  and  concord.  „You  are  grown  power- 
fid  by  the  strength  of  your  umted  arms.  Would 
yoa  now  sunder  them  for  vile  and  worthless 
booty?  I  conjure  you,  let  not  the  surrounding 
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states  hear  siu;h  a  thing  of  you.  Let  the 
forego  those  privileges  which  nrn  nliniiiisJi 
to  the  ancient  confederates,  and  let  the  am 
tons  reflect  how  bravely  Friborg  and  Solom 
have  fought  at  their  side,  and  no  longer  le*. 
fiise  them  admission  into  the  confedeotfioBii 
But  confederates!  beware  also  of  eztoidBag 
too  widely  the  boundary  which  encircles  yoa*- 
shun  foreign  quarrels;  avoid  all  party-epioli 
and  spurn  from  you  the  thought  of  baitansf^ 
the  interests  of  your  country  for  gold!'^ 

Such  was  the  language  of  Nicholas  yfm 
der  Flue,  and  sudi  was  its  e£foct  on  emy 
heart,    that   in  a   single  hour   all  cause  of 
dissention  and  animosity  disappeared,  and  Se-   j 
leure   and  Friburg  were  received  the  asms  ! 
day  into  the  perpetual  alliance  of  the  confiids*,   i 
rates.  (Dec  SS,  1481.)  By  the  treaty  of  Stnm^,  \ 
which  was  afterwards  concluded,  all  the  pie-    ; 
vious  alliances  as  well  as  the  conditions  sC    I 
the  Pfaffen    and  Sempach   convention,   WSM* 
further  ratified;  and  the  proposition  of  the  pioes 
Nicholas,  to  divide  between  the  different  ea^ 
tons  the  conquered  territory,  and  the  boo^.. 
among  the  troops,  also  adopted.    By  anedMr. 


aitide  it  was  established  that  no  popular  meeting 
eonld  be  convened)  nor  any  propositions  of  a 
dttngorons  tendency  made,  without  the  sanction 
of  Ibe  local  authorities;  and  that  in  case  of  a 
revolt  breaking  out  in  any  one  cantoUf  the 
odtem  should  assist  in  bringing  the  insurgents 
bac^  to  subjection  and  order. 

Every  thing  being  thus  concluded,  the  her- 
■riC  loomed  to  his  solitude,  and  die  deputies 
to  tbeir  respective  cantons:  content  and  joy- 
ftalness  reigned  in  every  dwelling,  and  from 
die  AI^  to  the  Jura,  the  bells  poured  forth 
dieir  solemn  peal,  in  token  of  the  general  joy. 

The  restoration  of  tranquillity  and  union, 
did  not  however  bring  with  it  those  uncorrupted 
mamHWB,  those  principles  of  order  and  integrity 
wUch  mice  characterized  the  confederates.  A 
spirit  of  oddity  and  haughty  pride  displayed 
ittelf  among  the  civic  authorities,  and  venality 
among  the  rulers;  coarseness  predominated  in 
the  eomnmnal  assemblies,  and  dissipation  and 
m  love  of  plunder  among  the  people.  The  laws 
too  frequency  served  as  a  snare  to  entrap  the , 
pMT^  bat  from  which  the  rich  could   easily 

ipe;  and  if  perchance  justice  woke  from 
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her  ien^ened  slumber,  she  was  too  often  yb 
dictive  and  reckless  in  her  deorees.  In  14B0 
daring  the  short  space  of  three  months,  neady 
1500  assassins  and  robbers  were  senteneed 
to  death;  for  in  the  diet  at  Baden,  a  law  had 
been  passed  which  made  every  theft^  bow- 
over  trifling,  a  capital  offence. 

Meanwhile  the  nnmber  of  those  who  qlB^ 
ted  the  country  to  serve  in  foreign  wan  c0Bf 
tinned. undiminished;  hundreds  and  thoosandi 
of  young  men,  preceded  by  bands  of  mntk^ 
passed  the  Rhine  and  traversed  the  moontaiiii^ 
to  join  the  royal  standards ;  there  to  shaie  in 
the  plunder  taken,  or  seal  their  fate  tn  death. 
Nor  were  the  neighbouring  states  less  invok 
ved  in  hostile  strife.  In  1487  no  less  43bm 
four  wars  were  commenced  on  the  Italian  tnon 
tier;  one  by  the  Grisons  against  Milan;  anodiv 
by  the  confederates  in  conjunction  with  tiiB 
Grisons  against  Venice,  in  which  the  first  e*- 
gagement  was  fought  near  Roveredo;  another 
by  the  people  of  the  Valais  against  IGlan; 
and  the  fourth  by  the  Bernese  and  othefs  in 
the  western  part  of  Switzerland,  in  suppotit  rf 
the  duke  of  Savoy  against  the  Piedmontese^  ia 
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]vviiid^  tiio  hostile  forces  came  to  an  engage- 
aent  near  Saluzzo. 

..  Domestic  troubles  and  feuds  were  no  less 
life...  .Every  where  the  nobles  and  clergy  of 
Zniieh)  who  were  the  sworn  and  implacable; 
(^Demies  of  the  wise  and  valorous  burgomaster 
Waldmann  in  consequence  of  his  attempts  to 
cirapmsmbe  their  authority,  stirred  up  the  ci-> 
fkBens  and  peasantry  against  him,  representing 
Um  as  a  tyrant  who  enacted  laws  of  his  own 
aofliority,  and  trampled  on  those  \duch  secured 
la  them  the  , enjoyment  of  their  just  and  an- 
fitoat  rights.  John  Waldmann  was  the  son  of 
|k  pliant  of  Blikestorf,  in  the  canton  of  Zug, 
Und  came  to  Zurich  originally  as  a  tanner: 
his -superior  talents  and  noble  courage,  how-* 
erer^  gradually  raised  him  from  this  mean 
fandition,  till  he  shone  as  a  distinguished  con- 
^peror  in  the  battles  of  Morat  and  Nancy, 
|ind  won  the  admiration  and  rei^ect  no  less 
df  the  confederates  than  of  foreign  potentates* 
Vhfii  former,  however,  viewed  with  an  unfriend-^ 
ly  eye  his  bias  towards  Austria  and  Milan; 
^nrhilst  theZurichers  upbraided  him  with  over- 
weening pride  and  an  undue  exercise  of  his 
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anflM^rity.  These  ragae  whisperings'  ttib  hm 
gomaster  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed;  but  VM 
to  him  who  by  word  or  deed  ventared  open^ 
to  impugn  his  conduct.  Thus  when  ITriscii^ 
hans  Theilig  of  Lucem,  the  hero  of  Gionnca^ 
who  had  often  reproached  ^  him  with  hit  paia 
tiality  towards  Milan,  happened  to  anlveii 
Zurich  with  some  cloth  for  sale,  WMaUk 
had  him  seized  and  beheaded,  in  spitB  cflfti 
urgent  intreaties  of  Lucem  to  have  this  iMVf 
man's  life  spared. 

By  such  arrogant  and  despotic  conduct  Ail 
man  —  though  indued  with  the  rarest  taleote  ^ . 
excited^  universal  hatred  and  ultimately  caoied 
his  own  downfall;  for  his  enemies  avafleA 
themselves  of  the  disturbances  whidi  fttf^ 
prevailed  along  the  shores  of  the  lake  of  ZV* 
rich,  as  a  means  of  efiecting  his  desinicflK* 
The  revolt,  which  had  begun  in  the  disbifl^ 
of  Meila  and  Herrliberg,  soon  spread  to  BtN9' 
ral  of  the  villages  which  border  the  lake:  tfM 
main  cause  of  discontent  was  the  great  seve* 
rity  of  the  laws,  though  numerous  other  gtie* 
vances  were  not  wanting.  At  length  the  nil* 
contents  presented  themselves  armed,   iMltan 
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nralb  of  Zurich  and  said :  — *  ,,Ye  who 
mr  rulers,  forget  not  your  promise  given 
le  Wasserkirche,  after  the  Zurich  war, 
qMse  no  new  burdens  upon  us.'' 
deputies  from  the  confederates  had  also 
Dd  in  quality  of  mediators,  who  declared, 
]iy  a  recent  decree  of  the  diet  the  com- 
M  of  the  disturbed  districts  should  be  exa- 
d  into,  and  fiilly  redressed.  But  Wald- 
I  jDonsidering  that  by  this  declaration  the 
r  of  Zurich  was  compromised,  ordered  the 
Mderk  to  alter  the  decree,  so  as  to  make 
»pear,  that  the  peasantry  having  preferred 
lin  groundless  complaints,  had  humbly  de- 
ded  pardon  for  their  error,  receiving  how- 
'  a  promise  that  those  supposed  grievances 
U  be  enquired  into  at  the  first  favorable 
ifliit 

ks  soon  as  this  falsification  of  the  edict 
me  known,  a  fresh  concourse  of  the  peo- 
appeared  before  Zurich,  and  riots  broke 
irithin  the  town  itself;  so  that  the  burgo* 
Mr  no  longer  felt  safe  abroad  without  ar- 
,  nor  would  he  venture  to  sleep  any 
B  bat  within  the  senate-house.    But  woe 


174 


Co  those  rulers,  who  seek  protection '  in  ;j 
or  armour  ratiher  than  in  a  people's. love lille. 
burgomaster  Wald^ann,  together  .with*  vidt 
adherents,  were  seized  during  a  popular  ooo^ 
motion  and  conducted  totheWellenbeig^/wliere. 
they  were  put  to  the  torture  and  afterwards 
beheaded.  (April  6th,  1489.)  Though  Wald^ 
mann  had  been  guilty  of  great  enomutiflfl^  Uml 
revenge  and  fury  of  his  enemies  led  to  the 
perpetration  of  others  no  less  dreadful. 

On  die  day  of  his  execution,  the  anAon* 
ties  and  citizens  of  Zurich  appeared  befine 
the  tribunal  of  the  confederates,  when,  by  its 
influence,  a  union  was  effected  between  them, 
and  a  convention  agreed  to,  called  the  sentence* 
of  Waldmann.  By  this,  strict  loyalty  and  obe- 
dience towards  the  burgomaster,  city-connoiy 
and  other  constituted  authorities  were  enjoined 
on  the  peasantry;  they,  in  return  might  claim 
the  right  of  selling  their  products  at  any  mar* 
ket  they  pleased;  of  establishing  themselves 
wherever  they  thought  proper;  of  exercising 
freely  their  trades  within  the  villages,  and  if 
cultivating  and  managing  their  own  landii. 
Their  right  to  appoint  a  deputy-governor  fiv 
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the  districts  bordering  the  lake,  and  certain 
atber  privileges,  were  also  recognised.  Should 
however  the  town  of  Zurich  seek  to  exerdse 
«xiy-imdae  authority  over  these  districts,  two 
or  three  parishes  of  the  latter  were  empowered 
to  assemble  and  nominate  ten  or  twenty  de- 
puties from  each  parish,  who  should  carry 
their  complaints  before  a  diet  of  the  confede* 
rates  at  Zurich,  for  redress. 

The  seven  cantons,  in  quality  of  arbitrators, 
and  as  guaranty  for  its  execution,  ratified  this 
conventioQ  on  the  9th  of  May,  1489. 


29t 

ICbe  Swabian  war.  —  Formation  of  the 
confederation  of  tine  thirteen  cantons. 

1490  —  1500. 

When  party-spirit  prevails  over  truth,  and 
power  gains  the  ascendant  over  justice,  peace 
and  fireedom  are  no  longer  to  be  looked  for  in 
a    state.    This  truth  was  experienced  by  2u* 


ridi  after  the  execotioii  of  Waldmahn;  tat  hf 
the  decree  pronoimced  on  this  oeeasioii,  the 
town  not  only  lost  much  of  the  respect  its 
subjects  formerly  entertamed  towards  it,  but  a 
succession  of  evils  was  entailed  np<m  it  fiir 
several  centuries  afterwards.  WaldmannVi 
mies  being  now  seated  in  the  senate 
on  his  property,  whidi  they  soon  diasipalei!^ 
persecuted  his  partisans,  and  committed  sliD 
greater  enormities  than  himself.  Thmr  dei^o^ 
tic  and  lawless  rule,  which  long  desolated  ikb 
country,  was  popularly  denominated  the  hom- 
senate,  compared  to  which  Waldmann's  uigbt 
be  viewed  as  a  silver  reign. 

About  this  time  also,  a  new  subject  of  die- 
cord  arose  between  the  town  of  St  Gall  and 
the  Abbot,  in  consequence  of  the  resolotioii 
taken  by  the  latter  to  erect  a  convent  at  Rof- 
schach  situated  within  his  own  domain  —  a  de- 
sign which  highly  displeased  and  inc^ised  tfie 
citizens.  The  Appenzellers,  who  had  never 
been  on  amicable  terms  with  the  abbot^  eager* 
ly  flew  to  their  support,  and  even  the  people 
of  the  House-of-God  espoused  their  etam^ 
The  convent  having  been  demolished,  the  ab* 
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bot  sought  assistance  from  the  four  guardian 
cantons,  when  Zurich,  Lucern,  Schwyz  and 
Glarus,  by  an  appeal  to  force,,  succeeded  in 
xestoring  order  and  tranquillity.  (1490.)  This 
proceeding  cost  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Gall  a 
eonsiderable  sum  of  money,  and  Appenzell 
was  deprived  by  the  protective  cantons  of  the 
Bhsinthal,  and  a  part  of  the  lordship  of  Sax  — • 
the  govermnent  of  which  they  afterwards  con- 
fened  on  the  cantons  of  Uri,  Unterwalden  and 
Zog:  at  a  later  period  however,*(1501)  the 
Appenzellers  were  again  admitted  to  a  share^ 
and  finally  Bern  also.  These  conquests  of 
one  confederate  from  another  gave  rise  to  the 
most  implacable  animosities. 

A  danger  however,  whidi,  as  it  compelled 
them  again  to  be  united  was  so  far  salutary, 
menaced  them  once  more  from  without 

Maximilian  I.  of  Austria  who  had  become 
ttaiperor  of  Germany,  received  from  France 
ib»  county  of  Lower  Burgundy.  With  a  view 
fo  its  greater  security  he  incorporated  it,  as  a 
flsparate  circle,  with  the  Germanic  empire^  and 
it  was  his  aim  also  to  form  a  similar  circle  of 
Bwitzeriand  itself.    This  howevw  the  eonfe-* 
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derates  were  idioUy  averse  to,  pr^mimgtti 
remain  as  heretofore,  indepeudant   The  stMr 
of  Swabia  had  entered  into  a  mutoal  laagw 
for  the  suppression  of  all  petty  feuds  and  hsih 
tilities;  this  alliance  was  by  no  means  diB* 
pleasing  to  the  politic  emperor,  who,  hjjti^ 
cing  himself  at  its  head'  as  a  member  d  ti^ 
league,  would  be  able  to  render  it  wwUf^^'^ 
in  strengthening  the  power  of  Austria.  ^"^ 
invited  the  Swiss  also  to  join  the  Swdi^^ 
league,  but  this  they  declined  doing,  all< 
as  before,  their  wish  to  remain  wholly  ii 
pendant    The  emperor,  incensed  at  this 
sal,  addressed  the  deputies  of  the  confedeii^  ^ 
tion  then  at  Insbruch,  in  the  following  terms:' 
,,You  are  all  refractory  members  of  the 
pire,  and  I  shall  be  constrained  some  day 
visit  you  sword  in  hand."   To  which  the 
puties  replied:  „We  humbly  entreat  your 
perial  Majesty  to  spare  us  such  a  visit; 
Swiss  are  rude  and  unpolished,  and  pay  bat 
little  resp^A  even  to  crowned  heads.'' 

This  sturdy  boldness  of  the  confederates 
excited  no  less  the  indignation  of  the  Swabian 
league;  and  such  frequent  provocations  and 
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broils  took  place  in  consequence  on  the  con- 
fines of  the  two  countries,  that  the  town  of 
Constance  was  fain  to  join  the  league  for  its 
own  security.  ^--  On  one  occasion  a  band  of 
the  hardy  inhabitants  of  Thurgau,  instigated 
by  the  governor  of  Uri,  endeavoured  to  sur- 
prise the  town,  with  the  intention  of  chastising 
the  citizens  for  the  tone  of  defiance  and  insult 
they  had  held  towards  the  Swiss. 

Nor  was  the  proximity  of  the  Grisons  to 
Austria  more  favorable  to  peace  between  these 
two  countries:  incessant  disputes  and  broils 
jietween  the  Tyrol  and  Engadine  arose,  as  to 
their  respective  boundaries,  rights,  and  tolls. 
An  armed  force  of  the  Tyrolese  even  entered 
the  valley  of  Engadine;  they  were  however 
repulsed,  after  a  severe  conflict,  and  compelled 
to  fly  through  the  narrow  pass  of  Finstermunz. 
(^76.)  Another  source  of  division  now  arose, 
reelecting  the  Toggenburg  possessions^  The 
rights  which  he  had  possessed  in  the  league 
€^  4he  Ten  jurisdictions  devolved  to  the  counts 
of  Metsch,  Sax  and  Montfort,  and  subsequently^ 
<in.l478  and  1489)  by  purchase,  to  the  house 
of  Austria ;  this  gave  rise  to  ahnost  endless  fends. 
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The  Grisons  and  the  confederates  hiv% 
equal  cause  to  fear  the  power  and  designs, df 
the  emperor  Maxunilian,  the  Grison-leagne  md 
that  of  the  House^of-God,  concluded  a  trei^r 
of  mutual  amity  and  defence  with  Zurich,  La* 
cem,  Uri,  Schwyz,  Unterwalden^  Zug  asd 
Glarus;  but  the  league  of  the  TenjurisdidiooSy 
from  its  fear  of  Austria,  did  not  as  yet  vol' 
ture  to  join  it 

The  emperor  could  now  no  longer  re8tr»0 
his  indignation;  although  engaged  in  a  difr* 
cult  war  in  the  Netherlands,  he  ordered  osv^ 
troops  to  advance  into  the  Tyrol,  whilst  tkof^ 
of  the  Swabian  confederation,  by  occupying 
the  borders  of  the  lake  of  Constance  and  dn^ 
Rhine,  surrounded  the  country  from  the  ptf^ 
of  Luziensteig,  which  leads  from  the  RheliaiP' 
Alps  into  Germany,  as  far  as  Basle. 

The  Swiss  and  the  Rhetians  now  saw  Ar 
peril  to  which  they  were  exposed.  The  Grn 
sons  howevOT,  manfiiUy  led  the  way  by  littng 
in  defence  of  their  liberty  —  an  example  soon 
foUowed  by  all  the  other  confederates.  The 
people  of  Sargans  and  Appenzell  hast^ied  te 
SchoUenberg;  those  of  the  Valais,  Basle  and 
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Sehafhftoden,  iVith  flying  banners  flew  to  meet 
the  enemy  —  not  a  man  remained  behind. 

The  contest  began  inFebrdary  1499,  whm 
8000  of  the  imperial  troops  entered  the  Grison 
country  and  advanced  as  far  as  the  Munster- 
thai  and  Engadine.  Lewis  of  Brandis,  one  of 
the  emperor's  generals,  at  the  head  of  several 
thousand  men,  saddeidy  seized  on  the  pass  of 
Loidensteig,  and  by  the  treachery  of  four  of 
the  burghers,  obtained  possession  of  the  small 
town  of  Maienfeld.  The  Orisons  however  re- 
took the  liuziensteig  by  storm,  in  which  80O 
Swabians  were  killed,  and  the  rest  fled  as  far 
as  Balzers;  the  confederates  then  crossed  the 
Miine,  near  Azmoos,  and  conjointly  with  the 
Chmons  obtained  a  brilliant  victory  near  Trei- 
floii.  An  army  of  10,000  men^  commanded  by 
die  nobles  of  Swabia,  was  posted  at  St  John, 
Hcodist  and  Hard,  between  ftreg^iz  and  Fns- 
Mch:  of  this  force  nearly  one  half  was  de- 
stroyed in  their  positions  by  a  corps  of  3000 
€t  the  confederates,  vrbo  afterwards  pushed 
forward  as  far  as  the  forests  of  Bregenz,  levying 
omtribntions  on  the  inhabitants  wherever  they 
emie.     Meanifriiiie  another  confederate  force 
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consisting  of  lO^OOQ  men,  traversed  the  Hegaoi 
which  they  every  where  laid  waste,  bmn^ 
to  the  ground^  in  the,  space  of  a  week,  Iweiitjr 
villages,  hamlets  and  castles;  whilst  number- 
less battles  and  skirmishes  followed  in  nfid 
snccession. 

The  enemy,  it  is  true,  in  a  nocturnal  sally 
from  Constance,   succeeded  in  surprising  Ibe 
Swiss  garrison  of  Ermatingen,  and  butcheiiBg 
in  their  beds  seventy  three  defenceless  mflik 
This,  however,  was  amply  avenged  in  the  wood 
of  Schwaderloch,  where  18,000  of  their  troops 
were  routed  by  SOOO  of  the  confederate,  and 
compelled  to  fly  with  such  precipitancy,  that 
the  gates  of  the  town  of  Constance    wen 
dioked  up,  and  their  dead  exceeded  the  nnflH 
.ber  of  the  Swiss  with  whom  they  had  con- 
tended.    A   detachment  of  the  confederatei^ 
posted  on  the  banks  of  Xhe  upper  Rhine,  pe- 
netrated into  the  Wallgau,  where  the  enemy^ 
14,000  strong,  lay  intrenched  near  Frasten^ 
no  longer  apprehensive   of  encountering  tha 
valor  of  the  Swiss.    Henry  WoUeb  the  hero 
of  Uri,  however,  with  a  force  of  2000  bravo 
companions,  crossed  the  Langengasterberg,  and 
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furring  sacoeeded  in  turning  tlie  strong  po8i«* 
tfam  of  the  enemy  9  gave  by  his  heroic  death) 
the  mgnal  of  victory  to  the  confederates.  .Amidst 
the  dumder  of  the  cannon  they  dadiedinto  the 
Austrian  ranks,  dealing  destruction  with  every 
blow.  Three  thousand  of  the  enemy  were 
left  on  the  field  of  battle;  those,  who  escaped 
with  their  lives,  .fled  in  terror  through  the  fo-> 
ceils  and  across  the  marshes.  Then  every 
Swiss  fought  as  if  victory  depended  only  on 
bis  single  arm,  and  at  the  names  of  Switzer- 
land and  Glory,  every  man  flew  with  joy  to 
ftoe  danger  and  death,  reckless  of  the  num- 
ber of  the  enemy.  Wherever  a  Swiss  banner 
ivmved,  more  than  one  was  found  worthy  of 
the-intrepid  Wala  of  Glarus,  who,  at  Gams 
in  tiie  Rheinthal,  alone  encountered  thirty  ca- 
valieiii. 

^  Nor  did  the  Orisons  acquire  less  renown 
in  combat.  The  battle  of  the  Malserhaide  in 
tlie  Tyrol  presents  a  glorious  instance  of  their 
Imivery,  in  which  15,000  men  under  the  stan- 
dard of  Austria  were  attacked,  and  their  for- 
smdable  intrenchments  carried  by  a  force  of 
8000  Grisons.    In  this  assault  JBenedict  Fon- 


tana  was  the  first  wbo  mannted  the 
works.  Having  opened  a  passage  to  his 
rades,  he  advanced,  covering  wiih  his  hft 
hand  a  dreadfiil  woond  from  wliich  his  bowali 
protmded,  and  ezdaimed,  whilst  still  fighlnig 
with  his  right  hand:  —  ^Advance  eonfedsBH 
tes,  boldly;  let  not  my  fell  arrest  yoa,  it  is 
but  a  man  the  less.  May  yon  this  day  smv 
the  independance  of  yonr  coun^  and  sTliaMW 
—  Should  yon  be  vanquished,  eternal  slaveiy 
awaits  yonr  children."  Such  were  the 
which  broke  from  the  lips  of  the  expiring 
tana.  The  heath  was  strewed  with  the  doad 
bodies  of  the  Austrians,  of  whom  neariy  SOOD 
perished.  The  loss  on  the  side  of  the  Grisoos 
amounted  only  to  SOO  kiHed,  and  700  wmmdeir 
The  emperor  Maximilian,  who  was  dMi 
in  the  Netherlands,  on  hearing  of  the  €Oft* 
tinual  deibat  of  his  forces,  left  the  ooonby, 
venting  his  anger  in  reproaches  against  lus 
generals,  and  demanding  sacconr  iirom  As 
princes  of  die  German  empire.  „Send  me,* 
said  he,  „q^eedy  help  against  these  Swiss, 
who  are  so  enuring  as  to  attack  even  the  em- 
pire ilself:  *—  these  coarse  peasants,  ^^mi, 


ilike  devoid  ot  virtue,  nobOitjr  of  blood  and 
•odaralio%  discover  noCfaing  but  luitkily,  pre- 
iniplion,  and  hatred  towards  theGennan  ii»» 
ioQ^  liave  found  means  to  gain  over  to  Uieir 
atanst  many  of  the  hiAerfo  findifid  sobjeds 
if  tbe  empire.^ 

The  prinoes  of  the  empire,  howev^,  hesi« 
taM  to  sei^  the  required  hdp;  and  the  ea^ 
pmr  soon  aftenvards  learnt  with  dismay,  that 
As  aoDsy  he  had  sent  across  the  mountains  fd 
S^Aduie  to  suppress  the  Grison  le^;ue,  had, 
t>wgh   in  the  middle  of  summer,   perished 
fnAf  by  the  falls  of  the  avelancfaes,  or  been 
itttf  by  fiunine  and  the  destructive  warfiure 
of  tt»  Giisons,  who  had  rolled  down  upon 
tkM  iaunease  masses  of  the  rodcs.    In  addi- 
tion to  this,  he  received  intelligence  that  a 
Uf  of  troc^s,  4000  strong,  had  been  defeated 
OS  the  woody  height  of  Brudecfaohs,  near  Basle, 
^afiMPOec^lOOO  of  the  Swiss;  and  that  soon 
olorwards  in  the  same  district^  near  Domach, 
mo  confederates  had  gained  a  signal  victory 
star  an  army  of  15^000  Auslrians,  of  whom 
MO,  together  with  their  general,  Henry  of 
PkBrtsnbeiR  were  left  dead  on  the  field.  These 


repeated  disasteis  at  length  bronglit  Ibe 
p^or  to  his  sraiseiSt;  reflectiiig  that  in  the 
of  eight  months  the  Swiss  had  gained  no  kti 
than  eight  battles,  he  resolved  to  terminale  a 
war  in  whidi  90,000  lives  had  already  ben 
samficed,  and  nearly  8000  villages^  luanlel^ 
castles,  or  towns  laid  desolate. 

Overtures  of  peace  were  accordingly  aadi) 
and  a  treaty  concluded  at  Basle  on  tbe  IM 
of  Septraiber,  1499.  In  this  the  emperor  le- 
cognised  the  ancient  rights  and  conquests  of  d^ 
confederates,  and  granted  them  the  jurisdMnb 
over  Thurgau,  which,  together  with  the.  oi- 
minal  jurisdiction  and  other  important  rights, 
had  hitherto  belonged  to  the  town  of  Co»* 
stance.  From  this  mom^t  the  emperors  whsDy 
abandoned  every  project  of  effecting  the  dif- 
lution  of  the  confederacy ,  or  of  incorporatiiig 
it  with  the  Germanic  empire.  Thus  at  Fmb- 
tenz,  on  the  Malserhaide,  and  in  the  plains  of 
Domach,  were  laid  the  foundation-stones  of 
Swiss  independance.' 

The  heroic  bravery  which  Basle  and  Schaf- 
hausen  had  displayed  in  defence  of  the  inte- 
rests of  the  entire  confederacy,  and  the  ds» 


voCedness  of  the  warlike  Appenzellers ,  who 
were  always  foremost  when  glory  and  free- 
dom were  the  prize,  were  grateftilly  aeknow- 
lodged  by  the  confederate  cantons.  In  testis 
mony  of  which,  Basle  and  the  rising  town  of 
gdiafhausen  were  received  into  the  perpetual 
aUianee  of  the  Swiss.  (The  former  on  the  9th 
tf  -  June,  and  the  latter  on  the  9th  of  August, 
16Q1.)  Appenzell,  already  allied  to  most  of 
the  cantons,  was  afterwards  likewise  incor-^ 
porated.  (1513.) 

Thus  250  years  after  the  exploit  of  Wil- 
liam Tell,  the  confederacy  of  the  thirteen  can* 
tons  was  completed.  The  Valais,  the  Orisons, 
iSL  Gall,  Muhlhausen,  Rothweil  in  Swabia, 
and  other  towns,  were  however  considered  no 
Um  the  allies  of  the  confederates,  as  being 
Ikee  from  the  control  of  any  prince  and  uni- 
ted with  the  Swiss,  for  mutual  safety  and  de- 
Itaice. 
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Lax  and  uncultivated  manners  of  the 

Swiss;  —  their  stipendiary  wars  and 

consequent  acquisition  of  the  Yalieliiie 

and  the  Italian  Bailliages. 

1500  ~  1525. 

The  thirteen  confederate  cantons  did  not 
epjoy,  as  at  the  present  day,  an  eqoalify  of 
rights,  nor  were  they  united  immediately  by 
one  common  compact.  The  only  link  which 
properly  bound  them,  was  the  three  canloos 
of  Uri,  Schwyz  and  Unterwalden,  whidi  fior- 
med  as  it  were  a  common  centre;  in  other  n- 
spects  their  union  was  cemented  only  by  par* 
ticular  treaties  with  each  other.  Each  cantoa 
was  occupied  in  promoting  its  own  interests 
and  glory^  and  seldom  thought  of  those  of  tba 
others,  or  of  the  well-being  of  the  entire  oo»- 
federation.  The  fear,  Mrith  which  the  ambitioo 
and  power  of  the  neighbouring  lords  and  prio* 


ces  had  inqi^ired  them^  insensibly  united  them 
more  closely;  and  whilst  this  apprehension 
lasted)  their  union  was  strong  and  formidable. 

As  the  governments  were  independant  of 
foreign  princes  and  of  each  other,  (with  the 
exception  of  those  conditions  contained  in  their 
particdar  alliances)  they  styled  themselves 
the  fipee Swiss:  but  internally  the  people  knew 
nothing  of  liberty  but  the  name. 

The  inhabitants  of   the    pasture  -  cantons 

ooald  alone  boast  of  enjoying  im  equally  of 

lights;  in  the  other  cantons  this  could  only 

be  said  of  die  class  of  citizens.    The  rest  of 

the  population^  rendered  tributary  to  the  towns 

cUmt  by  purdiase  or  conquest,  were  viewed 

M  nlgects,  and  often  as  mere  bondsmen,  with 

no^ttunr  rights  than  those  formerly  possessed 

iii'bi  the  sway  of  the  counts  and  princes; 

aiy  even    the  pasture -cantons  had  subjects 

^''tBBi  they  governed  in  the  same   dei^otic 

"^Mior  by  their  governors.    Neither  the  oon^ 

'^^'siite  cantons  nor  the  towns  allowed  to  their 

''i^aets  the  power  of  self-redemption  on  any 

^^''^'itions;  although  the  lords  and  counts  had 
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formerly  granted  this  privilege  to  the  eoaft^ 
derates  themselves. 

The  people  at  this  period,  however,  noom 
ed  wholly  indifferent  to  the  blessings  of  Cntr 
dom:  their  incessant  wars  had  rendered  thaoi 
equally  coarse  and  licentious.    Broils  and  ooo- 
flicts,  riot  and  debauchery,  constituted  flMfflr 
highest  enjoyments.    If  theur  own  countiy  WM 
free  from  war,  they  flew,  eager  for  plunder; 
to  join  some  foreign  standard,  hiring  thoasei- 
ves  out  as  mercenaries,  to  fight  the  batliflf 
of  princes.    Though  the  villages  were  whdlf 
destitute  of  good  schools,   the  clergy  tod^K^ 
trouble  to  supply  the  want;  for  the  nuumeis 
even  of  this  class,  were  often  no  less  dqva* . 
ved  than  those  of  the  others.    The  wealth  poft- 
sessed   by  the  convents  led  to  the  gte$M 
corruption  and  excess.    Many  of  the  dergy 
were  wholly  illiterate^  others  indulged  in  ha* 
bits  of  gaming,   drinking  and  swearing,  and 
many  unblushingly  lived  in  open  concubinagei 
Such  were  the  corrupt  morals  of  the  period, 
in  question. 

In  the  principal  towns  of  the  cantons  lioeii* 
tiousness  and  dissipation  were  too  often  predonu*  . 
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nant    Continual  dissentions  arose  between  the 
citizens  and  magistrates,  whilst  envy  and  mis- 
trust prevailed  among  the^  different  trades  and 
profiBSsions.    Those  who  were  once  seated  in 
the  councils  were  far  more  eager  to  further 
their  own  interest  and  that  of  their  families, 
than  solicitous  about  the  welfare  of  the  citi- 
asens:   the  only  aim  they  had  in  view  was  to 
advance  their  immediate  relatives,   and  pro- 
coore  them  the  most  lucrative  places.     It  is 
tme:  that  a  few  noble  and  patriotic  minds  were 
finmd,  who  valued  the  prosperity  of  their  coun- 
try more  |than  their  own  individual  interest; 
but  these  were  neither  heeded  nor  apprecia- 
ted.   As  Switzerland  was  now  no  longer  in 
fear  of  foreign  wars,  and  as  the  neighbouring 
kings  and  princes  were  glad  to  enlist  beneath 
their'  banners  her  hardy  sons  —  for  whose 
life  CHT  death  they  felt  less  concern  than  for 
diat  of  their  own  subjects  ^^  the  principal  fa- 
milies- in  the  towns  and   provincial  districts 
immediately  conceived  the  project  of  making 
tius  a  source  of  profit  to  themselves.    The  de- 
sire  of   the  sovereigns   to   retain   the   brave 
Swiss  in  tiieir  service,   and  the  eagerness  for 
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plunder  whidi  fired  the  minds  of  the 
men,  equfdly  ooncnrred  to  feed  the  avarim  if 
the  magistrates.  In  spite  of  the  injonctioas  tf 
the  governments,  thousands  hastened  to  JM 
the  foreign  standards;  but  the  greater  part^ 
them  perished  9  for  want  of  proper  caie  aod 
succour.  The  governments  therefore  4bonglt 
it  better  to  conclude  treaties  with  the  sava^ 
reigns  for  the  formation  of  Swiss  legimfMa  to 
be  commanded  by  native  officers,  aabjectli 
their  own  laws  and  placed  on  regulat  p^jr: 
by  this  means  each  cantonal  government  mi^ 
still  watdi  over  its  subjects  though  living  ia  a 
fordgn  country.  ^^Confederates,  ye  mual  haro 
a  hole  to  creep  out  at,''  said  Rudolf  Hedflf 
of  Schwyz  some  years  before,  on  aeeinc  ^ 
jovial  life  of  the  young  men  after  the  Bnigaa- 
dian  war. 

From  this  time  the  governments  of  ttie 
Swiss,  the  Grisons,  and  the  Valais,  began  to 
hire  out  their  subjects  for  foreign  service.  Tbfi 
first  treaty  for  this  purpose  was  concluded  ha- 
tween  the  king  of  France  and  the  confcdefa- 
tes  at  Lucem  in  1479—1480.  In  i4S»  At 
house  of  Austria  acquired   regiments  on  the 


fboting,  and  «t  a  later  period  the  prin- 
of  Italy  and  i»veral  othets.  The  Pope 
0TOB)  Julius  II.,  a  man  of  a  martial  diaraeter, 
eiaMMied  a  body-guard  composed  of  stipen- 
diavy  Swiss.  (1503.) 

JS«Gh  a  system,  howev^,  was  of  ruinous 
ooasoquences  for  Switzerland;  many  lands  lay 
jfidlow,  and  many  a  plough  unworked  for 
wvat  of  those  who  had  bartered  their  coun- 
uy^  weal  for  vmial  and  fiMreign  service,  and 
tfho^  if  ever  they  lived  to  return,  brought  back 
With  them  foreign  diseases  and  vioes  ^->  for 
fnv  were  the  virtues  they  acquived  in  war  — 
to  contaminate  the  morals  of  the  virtuous.  The 
floas  of  the  ndbles  and  senators  only  were 
iippointed  to  fill  the  posts  of  captains  and  su- 
peiier  officers,  which,  by  enabling  them  to 
enrich,  themselves,  procured  them  more  con- 
sideration at  home,  and  greater  means  of  op- 
pressing their  fellow-countrymen.  To  gratify 
'  their  pride  and  vanity,  they  got  patents  of  no^ 
bility,  and  orders  and  ribbons  from  sovereigns; 
wliich,  they  thought,  sufficed  to  raise  them  far 
above  the  rest  of  the  Swiss. 

The  princes,   observing  this  contemptible 


folly  and  avarice  among  the  confeder 
fully  converted  it  to  their  own  advwil 
defi|>atdied  ambassadors  to  reside  in 
try,  distributed  presents  to  gain  I 
partisans,  and  lavished  favors  an^ 
upon  their  supporters  in « the  sena 
members  at  length  became  their  hi 
sabservient  tools.  One  canton  was 
dined  towards  France,  another  was 
to  Milan,  others  to  Venice  or  Spai 
rely  any  to  the  confederacy.  Henc* 
and.  merited  contempt  they  afterward 
In  1516,  when  the  German  empen 
king  of  France  were  vying  with  eac 
the  favour  of  the  cantons,  and  th< 
of  troops,  the  French  ambassador  at 
the  shamelessness  to  distribute,  i; 
of  trumpet,  thie  royal  pensions  grant 
tain  nobles;  whilst  at  Friburg  he 
heaps  of  dollars,  demanding  of  th< 
ders,  as  h6  piled  them  up  with  a  sh< 
ther  they  did  not  sound  better  than 
ror's  empty  word  —  to  such  a  pit< 
despicable  venality  of  the  confedei 
The  twelve  cantons,  (for  Appenzell 
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exo^ption)  were  seen  sometimes  allied  with 

IGtexi  against  France,  at  others  with  France 

against  Milan,    Italy  too,  with  equal  jostice, 

waB  temed  the  grave  of  the  Swisst   there,  in 

a  ftireign  land,  it  was  no  nnfreqnent  ogcop- 

i0MSe  to  find  one  confederate  Oj^osed  to  ano- 

tbnr   and  slaughtering  each  other  for  vile  pay. 

JHh^   igoominious    warfiire    was    notoriously 

'T^Wioted  by  a  spiritual  lord,  named  Mathew 

Sdiiimer,  bishop  of  Sion,  a  man  of  a  most 

Mgning  and  intriguing  character.    According 

^  fte  proportion  of  the  bribe,  he  alternately 

^nmed  his  schemes  to  favour  the  interests  of 

^  Img  of  France,  or  to  further  (hose  of  the 

'Vpe  against  that  monarch.    As  a  reward  for 

^  Services  the  Pope  raised  him  to  the  dig- 

""^  of  a  cardinal,  and  appointed  him  ambas- 

'^^^Yto  the  confederation. 

In  these  mercenary  wars  of  the  Swiss  on 
^  foreign  soil,  though  undertaken  neither  for 
I'^'^ily  nor  national  honour,  the  hireling  troops 
''"^'^ably  upheld  their  reputation  for  valour. 
^''^Qi  the  assistance  of  several  thousand  con* 
'^'^rates,  the  kmg  of  France  subdued,  in  the 
"P^^  of  twenty  days,  the  whole  of  the  Mila- 


nese*  The  fiigkbre  duke  however  retoniBdl 
with  fiOOOSwits,  whom  he  had  nuaed  againit 
the  oonsttit  of  the  governments,  to  expd  the 
Frendb  from  his  territories.  On  this  the  king  af 
France  received  also  from  his  allies  inSwitaev* 
land  a  force  of  S0,000  men,  which  euaUed 
him  to  maintain  his  position  in  Italy.  He  af* 
terwards  conferred  on  the  three  cantons  oflU^ 
Schwyz  and  Unterwalden  the  districts  of  Fa- 
lensa,  Riviera  and  Bellinzona.  (1502— *ieOliL) 
The  moment,  however,  he  thought  that  te 
could  dispense  with  the  Swiss,  they  found  their 
pay  at  once  reduced,  and  irr^^ulaiiy  9mL 
The  cardinal  Schinner  overjoyed  at  this  breaek 
of  faith,  exhibited  a  bag  containing  35^000  do- 
cats,  destined  to  back  the  interests  of  the 
Pope  and  Venice;  when  forthwith  20,000  Swiai 
and  Grisons  marched  across  the  Alps  to  join 
the  Venetians  against  the  French.  (151S») 

The  Grisons  took  possession  of  the  Valt^ 
line,  Chiavenna  and  Bormio,  averring,  that  a 
duke  of  Milan,  who  had  been  expelled  firon 
his  states  a  century  before,  had  ceded  these 
valleys  to  the  bishoprick  of  Coire.  The  confe- 
derates of  the  twelve  cantons,  after  subdaiiig 


the  territories  of  Lugano,  Locarno  and  Val- 
naggia,  drove  the  Frmch  from  Lombardy^ 
and  restored  Maximilian  Sforza,  son  of  the 
doke  whom  they  had  expelled,  to  his  heredi- 
taiy  honors. 

Under  his  banners  the  confederates  obtained 
a  victory  over  the  French  near  Novara,  on  the 
8th  of  June,  1513;  in  this  battle  9000  men 
were  slain  on  their  side ,  and  10,000  on  that 
of  tfie  enemy.  A  still  more  sanguinary  battle 
which  lasted  two  days,  took  place  near  Ma- 
rignano,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1515,  in 
which  the  confederates,  with  a  force  amoon- 
^ng  scarcely  to  10,000  men,  had  to  contend 
against  50,000  of  the  French.  Here,  though 
nltimateiy  forced  from  the  field  of  battle,  they 
pieserved  their  honor  unsullied.  With  regret, 
diey  began  their  retreat  towards  Milan,  bear- 
ing with  them  on  their  backs  their  field  pieces, 
and  placing  their  wounded  in  the  centre  of 
their  force.  The  enemy  lost  the  flower  of  their 
army  in  this  engagement,  which  they  desig- 
nated the  battle  of  the  giants. 

The  French  king  Francis  I.,  dismayed  at  a 
victory  which  so  much  resembled  a  defeat, 
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Goncladed,  in  the  Mowing  year,  a  pefpetoal 
peace  with  the  confederates,  obtaining,  by 
means  of  money  and  promises,  ftnrther  sop- 
plies  of  troops  from  some  of  the  cantons,  and 
from  others  an  interdiction  to  his  enemies  to 
raise  men  for  their  service.  The  confedMtes 
now  once  more  united  with  him  against  the 
emperor,  the  pope,  and  Milan;  and  in  IBM, 
a  treaty  of  alliance  and  amity  was  conchiddl 
between  them.  Year  after  year  did  the  Swiss 
dye  with  their  blood  the  plains  of  Italy,  to  be 
rewarded  at  last  by  the  king's  invitation  to  be- 
come sponsors  to  his  new-born  son.  On  this 
occasion,  a  deputy  from  every  canton  was 
despatched  to  Paris  to  be  present  at  the  een^ 
mony,  each  bearing  with  him  fifty  ducats^  as 
a  baptismal  present.  Far  more  welcome^  how* 
ever,  than  their  donatives,  was  the  alacrity 
with  which  the  Swiss  sent  16,000  troops  to 
his  assistance  in  Italy:  but  the  loss  of  3000 
men  on  the  90th  of  April,  1522,  near  Bioocca; 
the  return,  in  1524,  of  scarcely  4000  men  oot 
of  15,000  who  had  entered  Lombardy,  tog^ 
ther  with  the  loss  of  7000  men  in  the  battle 
of  Pavia,  on  (he  S4th  of  February,  1525,  ia 


whidr  the  king  himself  was  taken  prisoner, 
gsadnally  damped  their  ardor  for  Italian  wars. 


3I. 

Origiii  of  the  schism  in  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal polity  of  the  Swiss. 

1519  -  1527. 

The  mercenary  campaigns  undertaken  in 
Lombardy,  Naples,  France,  Piedmont  and 
dtewhere,  were  not  wholly  unproductive  of 
advantage  to  the  country.  The  accession  of 
military  renown,  it  is  true,  was  but  a  poor 
and  empty  gain^  whilst  the  conquest  of  the 
Italian  bailliages  proved  more  detrimental 
than  advantageous;  for  these  trifling  acqui- 
sitions of  territory  and  subjects,  instead  of 
strengthening  or  rendering  the  confederation 
more  secure  against  the  'power  of  foreign 
princes,  were,  by  the  internal  divisicms  to. 
which  they  gave  rise,  only  calculated  to  wea- 
ken and  endanger  it    On  the  other  hand  the 
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disgraceful  traffic  in  governmeiit- offices,  tlit 
inal-4idiiiiiiistration  of  public  affairs,  and  dw 
corrupt  dispensation  of  justice,  excited  every 
where  contempt  and  reprobation*  The  only 
gainers  were  the  sordid  and  insatiate  gover- 
nors, or  the  higher  military  officers.  A  few 
families  were  enridied,  but  interminable  £s- 
sensions,  parties  and  troubles  were  entailad 
upon  the.  country* 

One  substantial  benefit,  however,  which  the 
confederates  drew  from  these  campaigns,  in 
which  they  had- sacrificed  so  much,  was  die 
conviction  that  it  was  not  for  their  good  either 
to  interfere  in  foreign  quarrels,  or  to  allow  fo* 
reign  ambassadors  to  exercise  too  great  an  in- 
fluence within  the  cantons,  or  their  magistn^ 
tes  to  be  bribed  and  pensioned  by  foreign 
princes.  Several  of  the  cantons  expressly  finr- 
bid  the  acceptance  of  such  pensions,  whether 
openly  or  indirectly;  they  at  length  saw  the 
flagrant  inconsistency  of  allowing  the  mem- 
bers of  a  free  government  to  become  the  me- 
nial retainers  of  foreign  rulers.  The  lower 
classes  also  were  often  incensed  against  those^ 
who,   for  foreign  pay,  had  made  a  traffic  of 
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Ihdr  fellow -men,  and  alike  betrayed  their 
country  and  the  sovereigns  who  paid  them. 
At  Lucern,  (1513)  the  people  tumultuously 
insisted  on  having  them  broug:ht  to  justice; 
and  the  uproar  grew  so  general  and  alarming 
that  Lucern,  Bern  and  Zurich  were  forced  to 
expel  the  despised  sycophants  from  the  coun- 
cib,  and  to  inflict  on  them  personal  or  pecu- 
niary punishments 9  and,  in  some  cases, 
even  exile.  And  now  only,  after  so  many 
thousands  of  its  hotspurred  and  warfaring 
youths,  had  perished  in  distant  regions,  did 
the  dawn  of  tranquillity  once  more  open 
upon  the  country*  The  magistrates  were  able 
again  to  execute  the  laws,  and  to  adopt  mea- 
sares  calculated  to  arrest  the  corruption  of 
manners  which  had  crept  in.  ^  This  salutary 
reform  was  prosecuted  in  several  of  the  can- 
tons with  great  vigor. 

At  this  period  there  were  living  many 
learned  men  in  Switzerland,  more  particularly 
among  the  clergy.  Many  good  schools  had 
been  established  in  the  towns,  though  the 
eomitry- people  continued  in  a  state  of  great 
ignorance;  few  being  found  who  could  either 
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read  or  write.  Hence  the  great  mafls  of  inhi^ 
bitants  was  almost  wholly  without  jreHgioas 
instraction,  especially  in  those  places  vrtumt 
theur  pastors  failed  to  convey  to  theur  heareiB 
the  pure  doctrines  of  the  christian  faith.  A 
still  greater  evil,  however,  was  the  deane 
evinced  by  some  of  the  clergy  to  retain  die 
people  in  their  state  of  ignorance  and  blind* 
ness,  rather  than  see  them  become  enlightened 
and  devout;  others  were  found  who  renomiead 
the  duties  of  their  holy  calling  to  plunge  iirto 
worldly  pleasures,  and  indulge  in  halrits  of 
dissipation,  avarice  and  gaming  ^^  vices  against 
which  it  was  their  duty  to  have  admonished 
others- 
Such  a  state  of  things  revolted  the  minds  of 
upright  and  intelligent  men,  especially  when  tfaej 
saw  that  these  depraved  ecclesiastics  were  atk 
lowed  to  continue  their  unholy  practices  with  !»• 
punity.  Sometimes  they  heard  of  the  pope's  mm- 
do  absolving  a  monk  who  had  cohabited  with  a 
nun;  at  other  times,  that  the  abbot  of  Cappel, 
Ulrich  Trinkler,  had  access  to  a  convent  of 
nuns;  or  that  the  dominican  monks  at  Bern 
had  amused  themselves  with  the  credulity  of 


Ibe  people  by  pretended  miracles  and  appa- 
ritioiis,  which  nearly  deprived  one  poor  man, 
named  Jetzer,  of  his  reason.  These  and  si- 
milar transactions  excited  equal  horror  and  de- 
testation in  every  well-minded  man,  as  well 
among 'the  llity  as  the  clergy. 

At  this  period,  pope  Leo  X.  being  desirous 
oi  onbellishing  his  capital  with  several  public 
edifices  9  and  requiring  for  this  purpose  consi- 
derable funds,  issued  letters  of  indulgence, 
which  all  might  purchase.  The  exclusive  sale 
of  these  indulgences  in  Switzeriand  was 
granted  to  a  Franciscan  monk,  named  Bemar- 
din  Samson;  but  as  considerable  sums  of  mo- 
ney were  withdrawn  from  the  country  in  cour- 
sequence,  the  civil  authorities  were  not  dis- 
pleased to  find  that  murmurs  were  soon  raised 
against  this  flagrant  abuse;  and  when  the  pa- 
stor of  Eiqsiedeln,  a  secular  priest,  named  Ul- 
ridi  Zwingli,  bom  at  Wildhaus  in  Toggen- 
Imrg,  openly  preached  against  this  disgrace  of 
selling  forgiveness  for  sins,  the  bishop  of  Con- 
stance himself  could  not  venture  to  reprove 
faiin  for  it. 

Not  satisfied  with  merely  denoundllg  this 
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abuse,  Zwingli  also  declaimed  with  great  wantfh 
agunst  the  vices  of  both  laity  and  deigy. 
Numbers  now  arose  to  oppose  and  fbrce  hin 
to  silence;  far  however  from  being  dismajedy 
he  gathered  fresh  courage,  and  appealed  in 
his  support  to  the  bible,  as  the  ^ord  <^iGhi& 
He  now  openly  taught,  that  an  incorrupt  life 
and  devout  mind,  were  far  more  acceptabk  to 
God  than  pilgrimages  and  mortifications  of  the 
body;  and  that  the  bread  and  wine  in  As 
lord's  supper  were  symbols  only  of  the  bo^ 
and  blood  of  Christ  He  further  rejected  die 
ceremony  of  the  mass,  the  doctrine  of  purga- 
tory, the  adoration  of  Saints,  the  state  of  ce- 
libacy imposed  on  the  priesthood,  with  nuni^ 
reus  other  articles  of  the  Romish  faith. 

Many  of  the  clergy,  including  sevwal  di- 
stinguished for  their  learning  and  piety,  par- 
ticipated in  the  doctrines  broached  by  Zwingli; 
nor  did  he  fail  to  find  numerous  supporters  at 
Zurich,  Bern,  Basle,  Schafhausen,  St  Ghdlf 
Bienne,  Coire  and  other  places  where  good 
schools  had  been  established  and  solid  instmo- 
tion  provided  for  the  people.  Zwingli  ha^ong 
been  invited  to  repair  to  Zurich  in  quality  of 
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pastor^  went  thither  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1519;  and  under  the  protection  and  fieivor  of 
the  godremment  he  continued  to  promulgate 
his  doctrines^  gaining  vast  numbers  of  prose- 
lytes among  the  people.  Many  others  of  the 
dergy,  both  regular  and  secular ,  followed  his 
exanq^e  and  fearlessly  preadied  his  tenets  to 
(be  people;  so  that  the  numb^  of  his  fcdlow- 
em  encreased  immensely  throughout  the 
coontiy. 

Nor  were  these  opinions  confined  only  to 
Switserland,  In  Germany  also,  a  learned  Au- 
gnsdn  monk  of  Wittenberg,  named  Martin 
liudier,  had  aris^i,  who,  ignorairt  of  the  doc- 
Irines  promulgated  by  ZwingU,  bad  preadied 
to  neady  the  same  e£Pect,  and  with  similar  re- 
sults; for,  as  in  Switzerland  many  of  the  go- 
vernments had  countenanced  the  doctrines  of 
ZWdngli,  so  in  Germany,  Sweden,  Denmark 
and  England,  kings  and  princes,  as  well  as 
vast  numbers  of  their  subjects,  hastened  to 
embrace  those  of  Luther,  denominating  them- 
selves, after  him,  Lutherans*  In  Switzerland 
however,  the  new  sect  did  not  take  the  name 
of  any  individual   man,    but  was  called  the 


evangriical-ref ormed ,  -  or  the  restored  dnveh 
of  Christ,  aooording  to  the  word  of  God. 

The  Pope,  at  the  diet  of  Nniemboig  in 
152t,  had  admitted  that  numerous  abmei 
existed  in  the  catholic  church,  but  added, 
that  their  reform  should  be  effected  Amtf 
and  carefully,  lest  in  the  attempt  to  repair  aB 
at  once,  the  whole  might  be  overthrown.'  Such 
was  the  opinion  entertained  also  by  the  geod 
catholics  in  Switzerland,  who  viewed  wift 
horror  the  sweeping  innovations,  and  4ittff 
apostasy  from  the  holy  creed  of  their  fSOhflif. 
Many  worthy  and  pious  men  therefi>re  thought 
fit  to  raise  their  warning  voices  against  die 
promoters  of  these  reforms : '--  „beware,''  mU 
thoy,  „of  what  ye  are  doing.  Ye,  who  reproMk 
us  with  error,  are  men  liable  also  to  eir. '  We 
follow  the  traditions  of  those  holy  men  wilt 
lived  more  than  ten  centuries  nearer  to  die 
time  of  our  Saviour*  Why  should  we  give 
credence  rather  to  you,  who  are  of  to-day, 
than  to  them?  Take  heed,  however,  to  your- 
selves; for  whilst  your  lips  overflow  with  die 
love  of  God ,  ye  hesitate  not  to  bring  diniirn 
sion,  troubles,  and  destruction  upon  your  country.'' 
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.  This  religions  controvarsy  engrossed  the 
jBinds  of  all  dasses  of  the  community;  each 
parly  persisting  that  its  own  was  the  only  or- 
thodaz  creed,  and  denouncing  the  other  as 
heretical:  hence  a  feeling  of  enmity  and  bit- 
lenieaB  took  possession  of  every  heart.  With 
a  hope  of  terminating  this  schism,  the  cantons 
appointed  public  discussions  upon  points  of  re- 
ligion between  learned  men  on  each  side;  but 
thsi'  led  to  no  other  result  than  that  of  increasing 
the  .inveteracy  of  each  to  its  own  opinions. 

Meanwhile  the  doctrine  of  :a  renewal  of 
the  ancient  Christian  faith  became  daily  more 
and  more  disseminated.  Those  who  were  most 
instramraital  in  promoting-  its  extention,  were, 
Zwingli  at  Zurich,  Berthold  Haller,  LupuhSf 
and  Nicholas  Manuel  at  Bern,  and  Oecolam- 
padios  at  Basle.  In  the  Orisons,  Henry  Sprei- 
ter  at  St.  Antony,  John  Comander  at  Coire^ 
John  Blasius  at  Malans;  along  the  lakes  of 
€3eneva  and  Neuchatel,  William  Farel,  and 
at  Bienne  Thomas  Wyttenbach,  with  number- 
leas  others. 

Sehafhausen,  Basle  and  St  Gall,  also, 
aoon  instituted  a  reformed  church -discipline, 
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after  the  exunple  of  Zurich  and  Bern;  dMUi- 
ing  ia  like  manner  the  celebration  of  imm 
and  the  worship  of  saints,  and  presealiiig  itf  At 
administratton  of  die  sacrament  badi^M«ll 
and  wine  to  the  laity.  They  also  oimwwwi 
the  convents  and  permitted  marriage  la  tht 
priests*  The  new  mode  of  worship  was  neit 
introduced  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  mm^ 
try;  and  as  it  was  hacked  by  theseeidilriMr* 
er,  many  were  often  compelled  by  (bieo  H 
embrace  it,  contrary  to  their  convietioii  or  wttk 

As  the  zeal  of  the  civil  attthoiltiis  and 
teadi^rs  had  often  led  them  to  ovcrsfcp  tfie 
bounds  of  moderation^  that  of  the  popnlMi 
mrged  them  to  still  greater  lengths;  tiMj  pie» 
ftmed  the  long  revved  images  of  the 
assailed  the  crosses,  and  derided  and 
those  who  remained  fiuthful  to  tlmr 
beUef. 

The  catholics,  exasperated  at  such  oatmgsi) 
fostered  n  their  turn  an  inveterate  hate  te* 
wards  the  reformed  confederates.  huceiB^ 
Uri,  Schwyz  and  Unterwalden,  whidi  had  fe» 
mained  true  to  the  ancient  faith,  burnt  by  or- 
der of  the  Pope  the  writings  of  LuAef ;  fbi^ 
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bid  the  promulgation  of  the  new  doctrines 
wilhin  their  territory,  and  threatened  its  follow- 
ers with  death.  (1521.)  In  the  cantons  of 
Glanis  and  Appenzell  the  pec^Ie  were  diri- 
ded  in  their  sentiments ,  and  catholics  and  re* 
formists  lived  in  open  hostility  with  each  other; 
whilst  at  Soleure  and  Friburg  the  governments 
ipierdicted  all  religious  innovation. 

Bat  when  at  length  the  doctrines  of  the  re-* 
formists  penetrated  into  the  joint  bailliages  of  the 
ciMjfederacy,  into  the  Rheinthal,  Thurgau,  Tog- 
genburg,  the  free  bailliages,  the  county  of  Ba- 
den and  other  places,  those  who  had  remai- 
ned true  to  the  catholic  cause  were  £Ued  with 
iqpprehension  for  the  consequences.  The 
samU  cantons  in  particular  were  fearfid  that 
0^  joint  bailUages,  by  embradng  the  new 
doctrines,  would  not  only  endanger  their  rights 
of  sovereignty,  but  that  the  reformed  towns 
would,  in  such  a  case,  gain  a  dangerous  as- 
cendancy: for  their  lust  of  territory  was  but 
too  well  known.  They  saw  also  with  what 
violence  the  reformists  had  acted  in  many  of 
the  cantons,  and  the  steps  they  had  taken  to 
forbid  the  catholics  the  exercise  of  their  an- 
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cient  and  traditive  forms  of  worship.    TbeHb 
feelings  of  animosUy  were  increased  still  mm 
when  they  perceived  that  the  teachers  of  Aa 
reformed  faith  were  not  agreed  amongst  them- 
selves; and  that  in  the  reformed  cantons  en- 
thusiastic sectarians  had  not  only  given  rise  to 
frequent  troubles  and  excesses,  but  had  braved 
the  power  of  the  law  and  its  constituted  «d- 
thorities.    One  sect  in  particular,   called  tbe 
Anabaptists  9  occasioned  great  scandal  and  tn- 
mult;  preaching  in  the  woods  and  fields  ind 
predicting  the  coming  of  the   Messiah^  if 
whom  all  subjection ,  both  spiritual  and  M- 
poral,  was  to  be  abolished.    To  avert  tbe  fstf- 
ful  consequences  to  which  the  zeal  of  tbeflft 
raving  fanatics  threatened  to  lead,  the  aollMH 
rities  of  Zurich,  Bern,  St.  Gall,  SchafhaoMB 
and  Basle,   were  obliged  to  terrify  them,  ty 
holding  out  the  infliction  of  the  extremest  po* 
nishments.    One  of  the  principles  adopted  ky 
this  sect  was  a  community   of  property  and 
wives.    Many  of  their  young  fen^ales  firmly 
believed  themselves  the  Messiah;  and  one  of 
its  members,  named  Thomas  Schmucker,  strud^ 
off  the  head  of  his  own  brother  with  an  axe^ 
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on  the  Mohlegg ,  as  an  expiatory  offering  for 
the  8ins  of  the  world. 


Progress  of  the  ecclesiastical  disunion. 

1527  •-.  1530. 

The  schism  which  now  prevailed  in  the 
diiirch^  by  fostering  the  most  embittered  and 
hostile  feelings,  gave  rise  at  length  to  endless 
oonfbsion  and  disorders  throughout  the  coun- 
try.   In  laboring  to  prove  that  its  own  view 
of  diristianity  was  the  only  true  one,   each 
pafty  alternately  indulged  in  proceedings  the 
most  unchristian.  That  nothing  but  the  greatest 
evils  could  be  the  result  was  but  too  evident 
Many  wise  and  upright  men,  both  among  the 
catholics  and  protestants,  strove  to  avert,  by 
Aeir  prophetic  voices,   the  evils  which  were 
fathering  over  their  country.  —  55 If?"   said 
^^y,  „our  faith  be  the   true  one,   and  if  it 
^""^nate  from  God,  let  us  show  it  by  works 


of  love  towards  each  other;   for  love  flom 
from  God ,  but  ill-will  and  enmity  only  firm 
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Satan.''  But  as  it  ever  happens,  the  voice  of 
wisdom  was  here  also  drowned  amidst  the 
contending  cries  of  pride  and  selfishness  •- 
for  amongst  those,  who  were  most  clamonroai 
for  or  against  the  ancient  or  modern  form  of 
worship  ^  thousands  instead  of  being  adoatod 
by  piety  and  a  love  of  virtue  and  truth,  strove 
only,  by  shielding  themselves  under  a  sacred 
cause,  to  further  more  effectually  their  owa 
purposes.  Numbers  of  the  country-people  whe 
had  expected,  from  the  introduction  of  thene^ 
doctrines,  new  rights  and  immunities,  on  seeing 
their  expectations  disappointed,  again  embraced 
Catholicism ;  and  when  the  senate  of  Bern  aboliabfld 
the  convent  of  Interlachen,  and  established  a 
reformist  preacher  there,  the  peasants  flattered 
themselves  that,  with  the  convents,  all  tribute 
and  bond-service  likewise  ceased.  But  whoi 
these  last  were  afterwards  claimed  by  the  city 
for  itself,  the  peasants  from  a  feeling  of  i^ 
sentment  again  became  catholics,  expelled  the 
reformist  preachers,  and  advanced  in  armed 
bodies  to  Thun.    In  this  emergency  the  town 
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sommoned  the  rest  of  its  subjects  to  arbitrate 
between  them;  for  it  sa,w  the  necessity  of 
settling  the  point  amicably,  as  it  could  not 
hope  for  any  prompt  qr  sincere  support  from 
the  neighbouring  cantons,  which  were  all  ca- 
tholic. The  arbitrators,  worthy  of  the  trust 
oonflded  to  them,  equitably  awarded  the  secu- 
lar rights  of  the  convent  to  the  government, 
and  wholly  rejected  the  pretentions  of  the 
peasants.  After  this  decision  the  insurgents 
of  '  Gnndelwald  dispersed,  venting  aloud 
ttieir  discontent;  and  although  the  town  re- 
mitted in  favor  of  their  poor  many  of  the 
burdens  they  had  formerly  borne,  peace  and 
emcord  was  still  far  from  being  restored.  The 
BMmks  of  Interlachen  tried  every  means  of 
secretly  inffaming  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
the  abbot  of  Engeiberg,  who  was  apprehen- 
shre  for  the  safety  of  his  rights  and  revenues 
in  Beiiiese  .Oberland,  w^as  no  less  instrumen- 
tal in  fomenting  the  disaffection,  particularly 
in  Oberhasli.  This  valley  had  from  the  ear- 
liest periods  enjoyed  great  privileges,  having 
its  own  seal  and  banners,  and  a  landamman 
elected  by   itself;    it  was  indeed  less  under 
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the  immediate  aoihority,  than  undw  Ibe  pro- 
tection, of  the  town  of  Bern.  No  sooner  Jmi 
the  people  of  Oberhaali,  at  the  instigalioB  of 
the  moiyiB  of  Engelberg  and  their  neighboun 
of  Unterwalden)  again  abolished  the  refonsed 
religion,  (15S8)  and  received  amongst  fjbem 
catholic  priests  from  Uri  and  Untenvaldaiy 
than  the  people  of  Grindelwald,  Aesdii,  ITm* 
tigen,  Obersiinmen  and  otiber  valleys,  foUowed 
their  example;  whilst  the  people  of  UnteEml- 
den  despatdied  succour 'acaross  the  Brunigi'  it 
case  they  should  stand  in  need  of  any.  Mm- 
time  Bern  instantly  mustered  its  forces^  and 
advanced  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  apo- 
stasy. The  malcontents  dismayed  at  tki% 
soon  dispersed,  and  the  soldiers  of  Unhnrwab 
den  retraced  their  steps  across  the  momilaa 
The  severest  measures  however  were  takotte 
punish  Oberhasli;  it  was  deprived  of  its  ban- 
ners and  seal  for  a  considerable  period,  and 
its  right  of  eleclang  a  landamman  was  for  em 
annulled.  The  authors  of  the  revolt  were  prt 
to  death,  and  their  accomplices  made  to  do* 
maud  pardon  on  their  knees,  in  the  midst  sf 
a  circle  formed  by  the  soldiery.      Fmtigei, 
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IffiamienUial  and  the  oth^  valleys  were  in  like 
maimer  compelled  by  force  to  return  to  the  re- 
formed mode  of  worship. 

The  ecclesiastical  changes  undertaken  by 
the  reformed  governments  within  their  own 
territories  and  amongst  their  own  subjects,  were 
generally  effected  without  much  ojq^tion;.  for 
the  people  were  either  anxious  to  hear  a  pu- 
rter  doctrine,  or  else  altogether  ignorant,   and 
standing  in  Uie  most  servile  awe  of  the  nobles 
«Dd  dvic   authorities.      Many  therefore    em- 
.  btttced  the  new  doctrines  more  through  blind 
■abmiflsion  than  from  any  motives  of  convic- 
tion^   But  in  the  joint  baiUiages^  where  the 
administration  was  equally  shared  by  the  can* 
UoB  ot  both   faiths,  violent  contontions  and 
anmerous  dianges  took  place.     In  the  free 
IwiUiages,  and  in  the  county  of  Baden,  it  was 
not  unfrequent  to  see  different  districts  change 
their  creed  several  times  in  the  course  of  the 
3F6ar,   according  as  the  influence  of  the  con- 
flicting parties  preponderated.    The  dty-counr 
cil  at  Bremgarten,  encouraged  by  Uie  catholic 
g«»vernments ,    deprived   dieir   pastor,   Henry 
Bollinger,     the    propagator    of  new    doctri^ 
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trines  in  the  free  bailliages,  of  his  idiaige;  M 
the  people,  coontenanced  by  Zuridi  and  Ba% 
persisted  in  their  resolution  and  at  length  m(h 
ceeded  in  retaining  the  reformed  service. 

The  abbey  of  Wettingen,   even,  accepted 
the  reformed  creed;  and  the  county  of  Toggen- 
burg,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  its 
ler,  the  abbot  of  St.  Gall,  abolished: the 
and  the  adoration  of  the  saints. 

The  mutual  rage  and  animosity  of  Hie 
tholic    and  reformed  cantons  now  grew  ititf 
more  violent.    The  catholic  president  Weifi^ 
having  violently  opposed  the  reformed  wanini^ 
at  Frauenfeld,  was  seized  by  the   people  of 
Zurich    in    his   passage  through  their   lown^ 
and  although  he  bore  on  his  cloak  the  aim 
of  Unterwalden,   he  was  *publicly   execuledi 
The  people  of  Schwyz ,    on  the  other  hand, 
took  the  reformist  pastor,  Kaiser  of  Usnadi, 
and  burnt  him  alive'  as  a  hei'etic;    so  that  aft 
last   every  man  who  had  to  pass  from   om 
district  to  another  of  a  different  religion   waa 
apprehensive  for  his  Ufe.    The  governor,  An- 
thony Abacker,  who  had  to  pass  from  Unlofr- 
walden  to  the  free  bailliages  in  order  to  n* 
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some  the  functions  of  his  ofBoe  there,  would 
Bdt  venture  to  set  out  without  an  armed  force  — • 
to  such  a  degree  did  mistrust,  alarm  and  ha- 
tred prevail.  The  arrival  of  this  cathdic  go- 
vernor within  the  free  bailliages  filled  the  re^ 
fbiined  part  of  the  inhabitants  with  terror*  To 
watdi  over  their  safety,  Zurich  sent  a  garri- 
son of  800  men  infantry,  to  Bremgarten  and 
the  abbey  of  Muri,'  (1529)  together  with  se- 
vetia  thousand  men  into  the  district  of  Gastcr, 
the  Thurgau,  and  along  the  confines  of  the 
eaikton  of  Zug.  A  force  amounting  to  10,000 
men  was  raised  also  by  Bern,  to  be  ready 
in'  case  of  need* 

-^  Meanwhile  the  catholic  cantons  were  no 
leas  active  in  their  preparations;  Uri^  Schwyar, 
Unterwalden,  Zug  .and  Lucern,  united  their 
Ibrees  upon  the  ^frontiers,  where  they  were 
joined  by  1500  men  from  the  Valais.  An  al- 
lianbe  also  with  the  Roman  emperor  had  been 
eonduded  for  the  protection  of  the  ancient 
fidth. 

The  other  cantons,  seeing  one  confederate 
leady  to  draw  the  sword  upon  another,  inter- 
posed as  mediators,  exhorting  them  to  peace 
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and  union.  Happily  a  portion  of  that  noide 
spirit,  whidh  animated  the  confodera/^  in  ite 
better  days,  still  snrvived,  and  the  Swiss  ^Ao 
dwelt  <m  the  banks  of  the  Limmat  oould  not 
forget  that  the  Swiss  of  the  Waldstetten 
their  brethren.  Such  was  the  feeling 
pervaded  (he  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
verse  armies,  who  often  took  their 
amicably  together  on  &e  borders  of  their 
tons,  placing  thdr  mUksoup  near  the  booniiiy 
stone  and  jocosely  fighting  with  their  fl|pooM, 
whenever  any  one  passed  his  limits  withm  the 
dish  to  seize  an  inviting  bit  The  landam- 
man  Aebli  of  Glarus,  and  the  syndic  Storm 
of  Strasburg  succeeded  therefore,  on  this  occa- 
sion also,  in  etablidiing  peace  and  sonooid 
between  the  contending  parties;  (July  28Cli, 
15S9)  after  whidi  the  troops  repaired  esse 
more  to  their  homes. 

Scarcely  however  had  they  returned  to 
their  respective  cantons,  when  the  old  straggle 
was  again  renewed,  particularly  among  the 
reformists,  who  were  unceasing  in  their  en- 
deavours to  disseminate  their  own  tenets.  Tlie 
zealous  labors  of  Bern  had  led  to  the  adoption 
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ni  die  rdTormed  religion  in  the  principality  of 
Neachatel,  and  the  learned  Berthold  Haller 
prsfttred  the  way  for  its  reception  in  the  €an« 
ton  of  Soleure.  # 

Through  the  efforts  of  Zurich,  several  di- 
stricts in  Sargans,  Thmrgau  and  the  county  of 
Baden,  as  well  as  the  towns  of  Kai^erstuU 
aad  Znrsfiach,  were  won  over  to  the  new 
creed.  Nay,  on  the  deaith  of  ibe  abbot  of  St. 
GaHy  Fnuids  Geisberger,  which  happened  at 
this  time,  Zurich,  together  with  the  reformed 
part  of  Glarus,  strove  to  ^ect  the  dissolution 
of  the  abbey  of  St.  Gall,  and  to  secularize 
all  its  possessions.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town 
^  St  Gall  in  fact ,  had  the  reformed  service 
performed  in  the  abbey-duirdii,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  wealtJi  of  the  monastery  was  ap- 
propriated for  the  maintainance  of  the  poor.  — 
Those  of  the  House-of-God  who  embraced  the 
reformed  religion  had  many  of  their  burdens 
remitted  and  their  community  was  allowed  the 
right  of  choosing  its  own  pastors. 

These  proceedings  were  highly  displeasing 
to  the  cathoUc  cantons  ofLucern  andSchwyz, 
whidi  had  been  constituted  guardians  of  the 
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abbey  oi  St  Gall,  equally  with  Ziurich  and 
Glaros.  The  lattw,  however,  contiaaed  ihair 
system  of  refoim,  though  they  scrapolooriy 
avoid^  every  mfringemeut  of  the  rights  of 
the  two  catholic  protective  cantons.  In  the 
joint  bailiiages,  although  the  refcnrmirts-had 
always,  established  the.  principle  of.-grantiiig 
to  the.  subject  perfect  freedom  of  consdeneay 
they  scarcely  ever,  permitted  it  in  reality.  Ba^ 
perswyl  finally  receded  also  from  the  primi- 
tive churchy  and  Toggenburg  was  not  without 
expectation  of  being  wholly  enfranchised  from 
the  rights  of  the  abbey. 

Uri,  Unterwalden  and  Zug,  finding  that  the  ' 
recent  reUgious  peace  was  in  no  way  csalao- 
lated  to  benefit  them,  sided  with  Schw3rz  and 
Lucem,  and  all  exclaimed:  —  ,,This  is  a  hard 
knot  -^  the  sword  alone  can  dissolve  it'' 
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The    war   of   Cappel.    —    Death    of 
Zwiugli.  —  Wengi  president  of 

Soleure. 

1531  -  1533. 

The  violence  of  the  citizens  of  Zurich  was 
hqw  unbounded.  Though  all  were  bent  on 
war,  few  were  actuated  by  the  same  mo- 
tive; some  desired  it  out  of  an  intemperate 
xseal  for  the  new  doctrines ,  conceiving  that 
efvory  sacrifice  should  be  made  in  support  of 
tfieir  faith,  and  every  effort  used  to  extend  it 
over  the  whole  of  Switzerland.  Others  were 
animated  by  the  hope  of  conquest  and  the  ac- 
quisition of  exclusive  authority  in  the  joint 
bailUages,  by  annihilating  that  of  the  catholic 
cantons.  A  third  party  was  eager  for  war 
because  they  secretely  cherished  the  hope  of 
seeing  the  catholics  triumphant;  for  num- 
bers in  Zurich  had  remained  faithful  to  the 
oreed  of  their  ftthers,   eiAer  from  conviction 


or  hatred  of  the  rigid  austerity  of  the  evaiq;^ 
lical  preadiers,  who  denounced  without  morqr 
the  licentious  manners  of  the  times,  and  ia- 
veighed*  bitterly  against   the  venality  of  the 
great   and  their   acceptance    of  foreign  pen- 
sions.   Bern  however,  declared  itself  an  advo- 
cate for  peace;  for  within  its  own  terriftny 
tranquillity  was   far  from   being   established, 
and  it  could  look  for  no  advantage  in  the  se- 
cularization of  the  remote  abbey'  of  St  GalL 
The  Bernese  therefore  in  admonitory  langMfSi 
thus  addressed  the  inhabitants  of  Zurich;  — 
,,^Vhy  are  ye  bent  upon  shedding  the  Mood 
of  your  fellow-citizens?  Why  not  choose  rm- 
ther  to  hinder  every  importation  of  com  int0 
the  Waldstetten  until  they  fulfil  each  articb 
of  the  treaty  and  offer  you  every  satisfacticuiY* 
To  Jthis  proposition  however,    the  people  ef 
Zurich  repUed:   —  „Sudi  a  project  has  all 
the  odium  of  a  war  without  the  prompt  de- 
ci^on  which  a  vigorous  appeal  to  arms  ensu- 
res/' Hostile  preparations  were  therefore  cms- 
menced  on  both  sides;   those  at  Zurich  were 
prosecuted  with  eager  and  inconsiderate  raab- 
ness,  whilst  Bern  on  the  contrary  undertook 


diaiii  with  reluotaaoe  and  want  of  energy;  the 
retuk  was,  however,  no  less  injurious  to  both* 

The  five  catholic  cantons,  Luceiyi,  Uri, 
Schwyz,  Unterwalden  and  Zug,  now  address- 
ing Zurich  and  Bern,  said:  *-«  9) You  spread 
every  day  more  and  more  your  innovations  by 
Gunning  and  force.  Shall  we  suffer  the  holy 
faith  of  our  forefathers  to  be  swept  entirely 
firom  the  face  of  the  earth?  You  render  our 
subjects  disloyal,  and  countenance  the  sedi- 
tious: you  have  allowed  the  rebels  of  the 
Rheinthal  to  surprise  the  governor  of  Unter- 
walden, Kretz,  and  to  detain  him  still  a  pri- 
soner in  the  town-hall  of  Altstetten;  and  you 
have  driven  the  abbot  of  St.  Gall  from  his 
rights  and  possessions.  We  have  demanded 
justice  as  confederates,  and  you  have  refused 
it;  we  desired  reconciliation  and  you  closed 
your  markets  against  us.  Let  the  sword  then 
decide,  since  you  wish  it,  and  Gpd  must 
jadge  between  us.'' 

Such  was  the  language  of  the  five  cantons. 
Immediately  8000  men  were  assembUd  be- 
neath their  banners  to  advance  against  Zug 


and  the  free  bailliages.    A  trifling  force. of .Ci<t^ 
Zurichers  was  already  encamped  at  Ca|ip^ 
and  their  chief  banner  was  to  follow.   VB^^ 
Bernese   troops  having   received   no   wdeir^ 
remained    at    Lenzburg,    undecided   how    ^^ 
act     On  the  12th  of  October  1531 ,  the  biK»-^ 
ners    of    the    five   cantons    reached  Cappelv 
when  300   of  the  bravest,    instantly  huli0^ 
upon  the  ranks  of  the  Zurichers,  quickly  fol*^ 
lowed   by   rest.    The  conflict  was  long, 
severe.    The  chief  banner  of  Zurich  under  tfat' 
command  of  Huldrich  Zwingli,  arrived 
the  Albis  too  late  and  too  much  exhausted 
join  in  this  combat,  in  which  Swiss  foa;[k^^ 
against  Swiss  with  all  their  ancient  heroic  v^* 
lour.    The  number  of  kiUed  on  the  part  of  Zc^-" 
rich  was   above  600,    amongst    whom 
Zwingli;  the  rest  took  to  flight,   followed 
the  enemy    till    night  arrested   their  pursuL 
The  victors  returned  late  to  the  scene  of 
tion,   and  returned  thanks  to  God,   after  du 
custom  of  their  ancestors,  for  the  bloody 
feat  of  their  brethren;  after  which  they 
dered  the  camp  which  (he  Zurichers  had 
dooed, 
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Next  day,  however,  the  heights  of  Albis 
were  again  covered  with  the  troops  of  the  re- 
foniBSt  party.  The  Bernese,  who  were 
posted  in  considerable  force  near'  Bremgarten, 
pillaged  the  convent  of  Muri;  whilst,  on  the 
other  side,  other  bodies  advanced  as  fiar  as  the 
mooBtain  of  Zug.  Several  detachments  were 
opd^ied  to  march  to  the  pillage  of  the  convent 
of  .Eittsiedeln;  but  John  Hug,  son  of  the  presi- 
dent of  Lucem,  at  the  head  of  600  chosen  men, 
attacked  them  by  surprise  before  day -break 
on  the  mountain  Gubel,  near  Menzingen,  and 
ffter  a  short  engagement,  put  them  to  flight. 
(October  24tb.) 

•  ■  >  . 

The  town  of  Zurich  was  filled  with  grief 
and  consternation  at  these  defeats,  wherein  not 
than  twenty  six  members  of  the  great  and 
council  had  been  left  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  reformists  from  the  Grisons,  who 
were  already  in  march,  halted  near  Uznach; 
Those  of  Glarus  declared  their  resolution  of 
mnaining  neutral,  whilst  the  people  of  Tog- 
genburg  expressed  a  desire  to  treat  with  the 
catholic  protective  cantons  of  the  abbey  of  St. 


Gall:  Zuridi  thus  finding  itself  alono^  toon 
saw  the  neceaaiJty  of  concluding  a  peaoe. 

The  five  cantona,  onelated  at  thoir  aoeaen, 
ofieied  equitable  tenns  to  Zurich;  and  paaM 
was  concluded  between  them  in  the  (qpen  air 
on  the  Teynikon  farm,  below  the  BreitliolB. 
The  waT'-ezpenses  were  to  be  settled  after- 
wards by  arbitrators,  and  in  the  joint  bailla 
ges  both  religions  were  to  enjoy  equal  ifgbls. 

As  soon  as  the  Bernese  heard  of  this  peaes^ 
they  returned  to  their  homes  and  willingly  soBp* 
sented  to  abide  by  the  conditions  of  the  trsa^« 
Many  amongst  them  had  remained  in  their 
hearts  faithful  to  the  Roman  church;  and 
years  after,  the  Bernese  general  himself, 
bastian  of  Diesbach,  abjured  protestanism  and 
again  embraced  the  catholic  fkith  at  Fribnqp 

The  five  victorious  cantons  being  now  al 
peace  with  Zuridi  and  Bern,  sought  satisflie* 
tion  from  Sdeure,  which  had  sent  auxiliary 
troops  to  the  Bernese.  Most  of  tiie  distrisH 
of  Soleure  having  already  embraced  the  re- 
formed faith,  had  willingly  undertaken  to  af* 
ford  support  to  the  Bernese.  In  the  ci^tal  e( 
the  canton  however,  the  religious 
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still  kept  up  between  the  senate  and  the 
bivghers^  which  led  to  firequent  feuds  and 
peiseoiitioiis.  When  however  the  five  catholic 
cantons  demanded,  as  an  indemnification,  a 
thousand  gold  florins,  or  else,  that  the  inhabi-> 
tants  of  the  canton  should  return  to  their  an- 
cient belief,  few  were  found  who  were 
willing  to  pay  ^^  the  £ur  greater  number  again 
called  themselves  catholic.  In  the  town  itself 
the  catholics  took  up  arms  against  the  refor- 
miats  to  compel  them  to  abjure  the  new  foith, 
and  advanced  with  a  loaded  cannon  ^to  the 
house  where  they  held  their  .ddiberations.  The 
deatnictive  piece  was  on  the  point  of  being 
diadiarged,  when  a  venerable  man  advanced 
to  the  enfuriated  multitude  and  presenting  his 
breast,  glowing  with  genuine  patriotism,  be- 
finre  the  mouth  of  the  cannon,  exclaimed:  — 
„  If  die  blood  of  your  fellow-citizens  must 
.flow,  let  mine  flow  the  first!''  A  feeling  of 
mwe  pervaded  the  multitude  at  the  devoted- 
ness  of  this  truly  Christian  hero, .  whom  they 
iecognise!d  to  be  Wengi,  preadent  of  Soleure. 
llius  was  bloodshed  happily  prevented;  but 
the  evangelical  party,  who  preferred  to  aban^ 
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don  all  rather  than  renounce  their  fiiidiy  sacri- 
ficed their  property  and  possessions ,  and  Mt 
the  canton  to  seek  refuge  in  other  towns  and 
countries.  The  catholic  religion  was  now  ree- 
stablished throughout  the  whole  42  candnal 
districts,  of  which  34  had  embraced  Iha  le- 
formed  faith.  (1533.) 

Besides  these  results  of  the  fratricidal  vie- 
tory  atCqipel,  the  abbot  of  St.  Gall  was  re- 
stored to  all  his  rights,  and  the  further  propa- 
gation of  the. reformed  religion  in  the  eoiuoii 
bailliages  for  ever  interdicted.  So  great  nh- 
deed  was  the  preponderance  of  power  acqui- 
red by  the  victors,  that  at  many  places  wittia 
these  bailliages  the  catholic  worship  was  es* 
tablished  by  force. 


34. 

Geneva  is  separated  from  Savoy ;  Bern 
gains  possession  of  the  Pays-de-Vaud. 

1533  --  155a  V 

The  dissensions  which  prevailed  at  the  same 
time  in  other  parts  of  the  Helvetian  Alps  on 
the  subject  of  religion  were  no  less  violent. 
Of.  the  districts  in  the  Valleys  of  the  Grisons, 
some  professed  the  ancient  faith^  others  had 
eny[>raoed  the.  new  .doctrines,  .bnt  all  equally 
mgoyed  an  unconstrained  freedom.of  conscience. 
In  the  Valais,  where  Thomas  Plater  had  zeal- 
ously espoused  the  cause  of  the .  reformation^ 
a  great  number  of  proselytes  were  made,  par- 
ticailarly  at  Sion  and  Leuk.  In  the  Pays-de- 
Vaud  and  along  the  shores  of  lake  Leman, 
Lausanne  and  the  other  towns,  as  well  as 
most  of  the  villages,  renounced  the  Romish 
jchuixh.  This  was  also  the  case  at  Geneva, 
though  not  till  great  dissensions  and.  commor 


tions  had  taken  place;  for  to  the  schism  in 
the  church  was  added  those  civic  causes  «f 
discord  with  which  the  town  had  been  so 
long  afflicted. 

Geneva  was  distingoished  at  this  period  aa 
a  handsome  and  populous  town  advancing  ift- 
pidly  to  prosperity  by  the  cultivation  of  sdeoee 
and  arts,  and  by  the  industry  of  its  dti«iiis> 

Twice  had  this  ancient  dty  of  the  ADih 
broges  been  destroyed  in  the  time  of  the  Be- 
man  emperdrs,  and  twice  raised  from  its  ndaij 
even  now,  beneath  the  pavement  of  the  pie- 
sent  streets,  oAers  are  found  belonging  to  diose 
remote  periods.  After  the  dominion  of  the 
Romans  it  was  often  the  re&adenoe  of  the  Beii* 
gundian  kings ;  and  afterwards,  under  the  FranhSi 
the  Bnrgundians  sometimes  held  their  diets  th«e» 
For  ages  past  a  bishop  had  exercised  eccle- 
siastical authority  to  a  considerable  distanea 
round,  who  was  invested  with  the  title  of 
prince  and  enjoyed  great  wealth  and  pr^ofBi- 
tives.  Within  the  town  he  possessed  even 
sovereign  rights,  which  the  Prankish  kings 
had  fdmnerly  exercised    who  devolved  tbam 
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OB  the  bishqML  The  other  regal  prerogati- 
ves vrere  long  exercised  by  the  counts  of  Cro* 
neva  as  their  delegates.  In  process  oS  time) 
however,  the  counts  appropriated  to  themsel* 
ves  the  revenues  oi  dieir  charge,  which  they 
viewed  as  their  own  hereditiby  right*  They 
not  only  considered  Geneva  and  its  tenitory, 
with  the  exception  of  the  property  of  the  bishop- 
rick,  as  their  inheritance,  but  they  assumed 
to  be  also  the  representatives  of  the  bishop  in 
die  administration  of  his  temporal  rights. 

This  rivalry  between  the  bishop  and  the 
oonnt  of  Geneva,  was  a  source  of  incessant 
qoarrds  which  ultimately,  however,  proved  very 
boieficial  to  the  citizens;  for  by  sometimes 
sspporiug  one  party  and  sometimes  another 
diey.  were  alternately  rewarded  by  each  with 
new  ri^ts  and  immunities.  Three  parties  at 
lengdi  contended  for  the  mastery  within  this 
noriLof  land;  the  bishop,  the  count  of  Geneva 
and  the  townspeople.  To  these  was  soon 
added  a  fourth  in  the  person  of  the  neigh- 
bouring and  powerful  count  of  Savoy,  whom 
tbe  dtizens  had  at  first  invited  to  their  aid 
against  the  count  oi  Geneva,  and  who,  not  sa« 
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tiflfied  with  having  many  of  the  prerogativea 
of  the  latter  transferred  to  him,  aspired  to  tike 
possession  of  the  whole*  His  efforts  were  fiirt 
directed  to  dispossess  the  count  of  Greneva; 
but  the  family  of  the  latter  becoming  extino^ 
he  acquired  all  his  possessions  by  ii|^  of 
purchase;  this  gained  him  a  most prepondm- 
ting  influence. 

f  n  proportion  as  the  power  of  the  coont  of 
Savoy^  who  at  last  assumed  the  title  of  diike^ 
became  greater,  the  more  dangerous  he  be- 
came to  the  citizens:  he  soon  got  into  Us 
hands  the  entire  power  of  the  bishoprick,  fiir 
he  found  it  always  easy  to  appoint  a  bnmcdi 
of  the  house  of  Savoy  to  fill  the  see  of  Ge- 
neva. One  of  these  bishops,  however,  after 
the  war  of  the  Swiss  with  Charles  the  Bold 
of  Burgundy,  having  entered  into  a  defensive 
alliance  with  the  towns  of  Bern  and  Fribmg, 
for  himself  and  the  town,  (1483)  the  lattor 
unexpectedly  found  in  these  neighbouring  con- 
federates guaranties  for  the  maintenance  af 
its  rights  against  the  usurpation  and  violence 
of  the  dukes  and  bishops.  This  alliance  wtf 
productive  of  very  important  results. 


' ' '  It  happened  one  day  in  the  year  1517,  that 

^^^  miscreant  at  Greneva  wantonly  hamstrung 

^  ittote  belonging  to  the  episcopal  judge  Grossi; 

^^  jgined  by  a  troop  of  his  associates,  who 

''(riKNired  a  secret  grudge  against  Grossi^-  cau- 

^  die  piece  of  the  tendon  he  had  cut  from 

.the*  nude  to  be  carried  about  the  streets  by  a 

P0<^  idiot,  who  cried  at  the  same  time,  ,,who'll- 

^   ^  bit  of  the  gross  beast?"   The  indigna- 

^  <»f  the  judge,  who  readily  interpreted  the 

ww^ls  as   bearing  upon  his  own  name  and 

P^f^n,  knew  no  bounds*    He  had  the  delin- 

V^t^to  brought  before  the  tribunal  of  the  bishop ; 

^  iill  were  acquitted  except  two,  named.Pe- 

^^  and  Berthelier;  the  former  of  whom  was 

*^  to  prison,  and  the  latter  escaped  to  Fri- 

"^*    A  contest  olow  arose  as  to  what  tribu- 

^  Pdcorat  was  amenable.  The  town  of  Ge- 

^^^^  insisted  that  he   ought  to  be   tried  by 

^^^4r8 ;  the  question,  however,  presented  so  many 

Acuities  that  it  was  successively  -  referred 

^  the   duke,  the  bishop,  the  archbishop  and 

^y  to  the  pope.    Meanwhile  Berthelier  did 

^  remain  inactive  at  Friburg:  empowered  by 

^  fellow-citizens,  he  laid  the  foundation  for 


became  a  prey  to  the  fiercest  cootentions  bet- 
ween catholics  and  reformists,  who  from  se- 
cret machinadons  at  length  proceeded  to  open 
assassination.  The  Huguenots,  however^  mam- 
tained  the  ascendancy.    The  bishop  and  dnka 
at  length  projected  a  sudden  attadi:  upon  the 
city  by  an  armed  force :  their  design,  howvm, 
was  frustrated  by  the  watchfiilness  and  bm- 
very  of  the  citizens.    The  bishop  alarmed  finr 
his  safety,  fled  from  the  city  and  tranflbiied 
liis  episcopal  see  to  Gex.  Nothing  coold  haro 
been  more  welcome  to  the  people  of  Geneva; 
they  now  fearlessly  introduced  the  reformed 
worship,  declared  the  sovereign  rights  of  the 
bishop  forfeit,  and  proclaimed  their  dty  with 
its  territory,  an  independant  state  (153S.)  TUi 
bold  and  daring  step  was  crowned  with  com- 
plete success  by  the  arrival,  at  this  jonetare^ 
of  John   Calvin,  a  French  ecclesiastic  froa 
Noyou.    He  was   a   man  of  great  learning) 
profoundly  versed  in  the  affairs  of  both  chuich 
and  state,  and  extremely  zealous  in  dissemiai' 
ting   the  evangeUcal  doctrines.     He  not  eolf 
established  the  new  worship  at  Geneva,  W 
sought,  by  the  most  rigid  measures,  to  repiM 
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the  Gorrapt  and  licentioiis  maimers  of  the  day, 
at  well  as  to  consolidate  by  salutary  laws  the 
power  of  the  new  state.  The  consideration 
Calrui  enjoyed  was  so  great,  that  nothing 
was  at  last  done  widiout  his  sanction;  and  his 
profound  insight  into  the  truths  of  religion  pro«- 
cuied  him  so  nrach  celebrity,  that  in  Switzer* 
bnd^  France  uid  Germany,  the  rrformists  cal- 
led tliamsdves  after  him,  Calvinists. 

Meanwhile  the  e2q[>elled  Mamelukes  with 
die  Savojran  nobles  of  Vaud  continuing  to  ha- 
severely  the  town  of  Geneva,  the  Bernese 
a  declaration  of  war  against  the  duke 
of  Savoy  for  having  violated  the  treaty  of 
peeoe  concluded  at  St.  Jiilian*  They  then  des* 
litebed  an  army  of  TOOOmen  into  Vaud,  (Ja- 
uafy,  1536)  and  in  the  space  of  eleven  days 
aubdiied  the  whole  country  from  Morat  to  Ge- 
neva, where  they  were  received  with  shouts  of 
joy;  ihey  expelled  the  bishop  from  Lausanne,  and 
•eited  on  his  property  and  rights;  thus  making 
diemselves  masters  of  the  whole  of  Vaud  with 
*till  less  difficulty  than  they  had  formerly  gain- 
^  possession  of  Aargau.  The  diike  of  Sa- 
^^  being  already  engaged  in   a  war  with 
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France,  which  had  reduced  him  to  the  grak 
test  extremities,  could  only  offer  a.  feeble*  n* 
instance;  the  Savoy  an  nobility  consequBBlly 
remained  powerless.  The  towns  and  rvd 
districts  willingly  submitted  to  the  BenwsB^ 
for  they  had  too  long  endured  the  oppteflive 
sway  of  the  dukes  of  Savoy,  and  the  assenUf 
of  the  estates  had  shown  itself  always  far 
watchful  of  individual  interests  than 
for  those  of  the  people. 

The  Valais  and  Friburg,  however, 
with  regret  this  conquest  by  the  Bemcaa^-ii 
which  they  would  fain  have  had  their  skavft 
The  inhabitants  of  the  former,  therefore,  aeiied 
on  all  the  country  situated  between  their  boa* 
tiers  and  theDranse,  whilst  the  Friburgera  I0ik 
possession  of  the  districts  of  Rue  ^d  limmi 
Bern,  desirous  of  remaining  undisturbed  k  ii 
new  possessions  in  order  the  better  to  oonsrii- 
date  its  power,  offered  no  obstacle  to 
appropriations.  With  this  view  it  lost  no 
in  introducing  every  where  the  reformed  reK* 
gion,  and  in  appointing  governors  to  the  tf* 
ferent  districts  of  the  conquered  territoiy.  V* 
the  newly  acquired  Pays-de-Vaud  an 


^^aarar  was  created,  to  whom  were  del^ated 
A  Miverrign  rights  of  Bern  and  the  adminis- 
^ifioa  of  the  revennes  in  its  behalt  AsMnigst 
^  few  places  which  preserved  their  ancient 
PBriii^ges  was  the  town  of  Lansanne,  whose 
^tXtenghre  immunities  wore  ahnost  entirely  re- 
*P^QIed;  so  that  it  appeared  in  some  measure 
>  free  town  under  the  protection  merely  of 
"*QL  Vaud  had  b^ore  be^i  twice  conquered 
I7  flie  Bernese ;  once  in  the  Burgundian  war, 
^vktti  they  retained  possession  of  Bex  and 
A%ie  for  themselves;  and  again  brfore  the 
{Me  of  St.  Julian,  when  they  acquired  nothing 
^  dbeir  conquest  This  time  however,  they 
m  aot  surrender  the  rich  prize  their  arms 
kd  a  third  time  won  for  them. 

Hie  powerful  and  rich  counts  of  Gruyeres, 
Ueed,  who  had  vast  possessions  in  Vaud,  long 
Hi  resolutely  refused  to  do  homage  to  the 
towns  of  Bern  and  Friburg,  as  lords  of  the 
fanhy;  but  as  these  counts  were  overloaded 
vUi  debts  and  in  great  need  of  money,  the 
fcoter  wisely  purchased  the  claims  from  their 
^Bditors,  by  which  means  Friburg  acqiured 
th»  eoonty  of  Gruyeres,  and  Bern  the  valleys 
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of  Rongemont  and  Oron.  (1&54)  Tbos  WH 
the  Beniese  territoiy  nearly  doabled  in  eEdMt; 
whilst  by  a  skilftd  policy,  an  aAroit  readiaflBB 
in  sdzing  the  fiivorable  moment,  added  to  die 
public  spirit,  finnness  and  coorage  of  its  cffi- 
zens,  it  became  the  most  powerful  dty  cf  die 
idiole  confederacy. 


35. 

Aeligions  animosity  in  the  Italian  Bail- 

liages,  the  Grisons  and  other  places*  — 

Controversy  concerning  the  C^endar.*- 

The  Borromean  alliance. 

1558  —  1586. 

From  this  period,  Geneva  with  its  siBiB 
territory,  became  a  flourishing  repnUic,  iUSBr 
guished,  by  its  industry  and  cultivation  flf 
science,  as  one  of  the  most  celebrated  tomv 
of  Switzerland.  Nevertheless  the  eonfedeiiltf 
refosed  to  recognise  it  as  their  ally,  on 
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Dubles  viiich  continued  to  prevail, 
artly  from  its  new-bom  freedom  and 
Msasioned  by  the  extreme  austerity-  and 
zeal  of  Calvin,  who  menaced  all  who 
his  doctrines  with  exile,  the  sword^ 
stake. 

alone  remained  true  to  Greneva  <— •  a 
^hich  the  latter  folly  appreciated  and 
The  defensive  alliance  which  existed 
them  was  again  renewed  and  decla- 
stual,  (1558)  for  Geneva,  on  the  one 
md  in  Bern  the  securest  bulwark  of 
Y  against  every  attack,  whetheir,  fo- 

internal,  whilst  B^n  possessed  in 
a  strong  advanced  post  against  the  as- 
Savoy,  which  would  enable  it  to  main- 
r  in  Vaud,  and  curb  any  aspiring  of 
itants  after  privileges  it  was  not  dis- 

concede. 

iwhile  the  religious  discord,  which  agir 
confederates  and  their  subjects,  reach" 
the  Italian  baiUiages  beyond  the  St 
where  the  hearts  of  many  were  alioif* 
n  the  established  faith.  In  the  bailliage 
10,  especially,  the  number  of  reformists 
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was  very  considerable,  including .  many  < 
most  wealthy  and  distinguished  families. 
Lelius  and  Faustos  Socinus  had  promnl 
a  creed  far  more  liberal  even  than  tlu 
Zwingli  and  Calvin.  They  were  howevi 
polled  the  country  and  their  adherenH 
tenced  to  banishment  or  death.  Beccarii 
presented  himself  as  a  distinguished  tead 
the  evangelical  doctrines  there;  but  111 
vernor,  who  was  of  the  catholic  p 
sion,  caused  him  also  to  be  imprisone 
band  of  reformists  however,  assailed  his- 
and  forced  him  to  consent  to  Beccaria^r 

• 

ration.  The  governor,  empowered  by  Ui 
ven  Catholic  confederate  cantons,  now  i 
an  order  for  all  reformists  to  attend  mass; 
who  refiised  to  comply  were  sentence 
outlawry.  The  evangelical  states,  who  pi 
pated  in  the  sovereignty  of  the  Italian  bailli 
declared  this  proceeding  to  be  an  infring 
of  the  treaty  of  peace.  „No,"  replied  th 
tholic  cantons,  „the  treaty  does  not  ext^ 
the  Italian  bailliages ;  hero,  a  majority  of 
is  decisive.''  The  persecutions  therefore 
tinned,  indefaticably  promoted  by  the.  j 
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oo^tni  at  length  it  was  resolved  to  banish 
t  reformists,  altogether,  Iroiii  I^ocarno.  A 
Kree  was  accordingly  pronounced  to  tliis 
'  effect  in  March,  1555,  and  one  hundred  and 
My  of  the  reformists  were  assembled  in  the 
lowa-liall  of  Locarno,  to  hear,  in  silent  suh- 
mission,  the  passing  of  this  sentence.  No  soo- 
ner had  it  been  pronounced  tlian  the  pope's 
DUDCio  precipitately  entered  the  hall,  and  indig- 
1%  exclaimed:  —  „This  is  too  mild  a  sen- 
The  exiles  must  be  stripped  of  their 
nay,  even  of  their  children."  The 
tiolic  deputies  however,  whose  hearts  were 
te  susceptible  of  humanity  than  that  of  the 
God,  slinink  from  the  thonght  of 
teh  cruel  severity,  saying:   ^VVe  never   re- 

B  a  sentence  once  pronounced." 
t  The  exiles,  with  their  wives  and  young 
now  set  out  at  the  most  inclement 
Ron  of  the  year  to  traverse  wild  mountains, 
asylum  far  from  the  cherished 
i  of  their  fathers.  The  evangelical  con- 
lenites  welcomed  them  with  tnie  christian 
**l»«tity,  and  more  than  a  hundred  of  these 
**A£utlttnate  exiles,  amongst  whom  were  many 
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affluent  and  learned  men,  as  Orelli^  Ibmlt 
others,  foiind  an  asylum  at  Zuridi  wheve  Oma 
fomilies  are  distinguished  to  the  present  dqr« 
By  their  means  the  art  of  weaving  silk  w» 
introduced  into  Zurich;  they  also  ertaMMied 
mills  and  dying -houses,  and  contributed  M 
much,  by  their  industry,  to  the  pro^erifejr 
of  the  town,  that  its  celebrity  was  soon  ei* 
tended  far  beyond  (he  limits  of  SwitBeritaL 

Notwithstanding  their  religious  dinnonliiMSj 
the  confederates  would  most  probably  at  length 
have  returned  to  their  ancient  state  of  ooneord^ 
had  they  not  lent  too  ready  an  ear  to  the  sqf- 
gestions  of  foreign  envoys.  But  religious  wan 
were  also  carried  on  at  the  same  periodia 
Germany  and  France;  hence  the  deputies. ef 
the  belligerent  princes  mutually  strove  to  grii 
the  favour  and  assistance  of  those  cantooi  Co 
which  they  were  united  in  creed,  whilst  tte 
priests,  on  both  sides,  supported  them  to  Ihdr 
utmost  in  enflaming  the  minds  of  the  people 
against  each  other.  The  reformed  cantons,  in- 
deed, prudently  forbore  to  interfere  in  thW 
foreign  quarrels;  but  not  so  the  catholic,  vfho 
were  no  less  submissive  to  the  directionf  of 
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Ibe  Pope's  nundo  thim  dazsded  with  die  gold 
which  the  Fratieh  ambassador  in  partiGolar 
dudmrsed,  to  procure  Swiss  meroeviaries  for  the 
service  of  his  sovereign.  In  1558  they  con- 
doded  with  Henry  IL  of  France  the  first  re- 
gular convention  (called  capitulation)  on  the 
subject  of  the  Swiss  regiments  to  be  raised 
fer  the  service  of  France;  after  which  they 
fbmished  in  one  year  10,000  men,  and  sent 
fcgulariy  every  year  afterwards  considerable 
ninforcements.  The  valor  of  the  Swiss,  even 
OD  a  foreign  soil,  has  always  been  renowned; 
but  their  glory  has  only  been  that  of  lurelings. 
Ab  their  blood  was  not  shed  for  their  country^ 
tlieir  deeds  belong  not  to  its  history.  Let  fo« 
reigneis  vaunt  the  achievements  of  those  they 
lunre  paid. 

The  pope's  nuncio  was  unceasing  in  his 
endeavours  to  undermine  the  interests  of  the 
reformed  cantons;  he  even  meditated  bringing 
tiack  Geneva,  and  perhaps  Vaud  also,  to  the 
donunion  of  the  duke  of  Savoy.  In  this  pro- 
ject  several  of  the  reformed  cantons  would 
willingly  have  joined,  with  a  view  of  diminish- 
ing die  ascendency  acquired  by  Bern.    Their 
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hop^  however,  wore  frustrated;  for  when  Ike 
duke  of  Savoy  did  in  hct  redemand  Vend  In 
1661,  B^n  adroitly  avoided  coming  into  collw 
sion  with  its  powerfol  enemy,  and  prevented 
more  serious  losses  by  the  volnntaiy  sorrender 
of  the  little  territory  of  Gex,  together  with 
the  entire  district  it  possessed  beyond  the  lake 
of  Creneva.     In  return  for  which  the   dnhe^ 
Emanuel  PhiUbert    renounced    all    claims  to 
Vand  by  the  treaty  of  Lausanne,  of  whidi  the 
king  of  France  was  guarantee:   a  ifwrmiiion 
was  made  in  this  treaty  also  of  all  the  righls 
enjoyed  by  Vaud,  under  the  Savoyan  dynrntfrn 
Geneva  on  the  contrary,  continued  for  a  long 
time  expoged  to  the  attacks  of  Savoy.    The 
struggle,  however,  only   served  to  develope 
the  latent  energies  of  this  small    but  heniio 
repubhc,  which,  by  the  noble  cooperation  <rfitl 
ally  Bern,  bravely  maintained  its  political  eztfh 
tence  against  the  stratagems  and  overwh^mng 
force  of  its  adversary^ 

Zurich,  which  at  length  was  disposed  to 
do  justice  to  its  clauns,  concluded  with  Geneva 
a  treaQr  of  perpetual  alliance.  (1581.) 

Amongst  the  dbampions  of  the  Roman 
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ia  Switzerland,  by  far  the  most  powerful  was 
cardinal  Charles  Borromeo,  archbishop  of  Hi- 
Ian.  Seldom  indeed  has  there  been  found  a 
man  more  Utted  by  his  talents  and  virtues  fos 
the  aocomplishment  of  any  great  ent^rise^ 
than  this  youthful,  active,  pious  and  zealous 
prdate.  To  arrest  the  propagation  of  the  new 
doctrines  by  raising  an  eternal  barrier  aglEdnst 
Itnom^  and  to  sustain  the  ancient  catholic  church 
amidst  the  stinrms  of  the  age  which  had  sha^- 
ken  it  to  its  base,  was  the  task  he  had  chosen 
as  the  work  of  his  life.  — -  To  this  end  he 
abolished  numerous  abuses  in  Italy,  inqproved 
the  morals  of  the  clergy,  and  imposed  on  him«> 
self  frequent  journeys.  Switzerland  also  became 
an  object  of  his  personal  solicitude ;  though  all 
diat  he  effected  there  did  not  prpve  advan- 
tageous to  the  confederates. 

On  reaching  the  Vfdteline^  where  the  Gri- 
BCftm  were  engaged  in  the  establishment  of 
protestant  schools,  he  secretly  strove  to  his 
utmost  to  thwart  their  design.  In  the  Grisons 
he  would  willingly  have  armed  the  catlfoUcs 
against  the  reformists;  but  with  the  exception 
pf  the  court  of  the  bishop  of  Cwe  he  found 


848 


bat  a  cold  reoeption  among  the  firm  mm  of 
the  Rhetian  Alps:  they  had  abeady  been  lao 
long  hanassed  with  religioos  strifet,  wfauih, 
as  in  Switzerland,  had  been  made  to  aabeene 
the  pditical  interests  of  the  families  of  the  gnat 

In  this  straggle  Ae  noble  John  Plania, 
baron  of  RhiOEimB,  (1578)  had  been  sacrileed 
en  the  scafibld,  and  many  of  dieir  honest 
loyal  eitiisCTS  bereft  of  honor,  property, 
try  and  life.  To  this  day  the  dreadfid 
of  Thusis  and  Coire,  the  armed  meetiiigsof 
the  people,  and  the  prevalence  cS  viee  aid 
com^tion  at  those  times,  are  a  ttieme  of  eosh 
versati<m  in  the  Orison  mountains. 

"Die  edict  called  the  „Kessclbrief,''  (UBO) 
at  length  abated  the  disgracefiil  practice  nf 
obtaining  places  and  dignities  by  means  d 
bribes  and  intrigue^;  whilst  by  the  law  of  tb» 

„Dreisiegdbrief, "  (1^^)  every  armed 
blage  of  the  people  was  pnriiibited. 
the  Ghisons  tbo  love  of  liberty  was  linhsd 
with  that  of  jostice;  and  if  a  few  of  the  gmt 
and  limbitious  ihmiUes  were  foond  wlio  res- 
pected justice  as  little  as  they  cherished  li- 
berty, they  formed  only  the  exceptioos. 
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The  appearance  of  cardinal  Borrcmieo  among 
Cbe  Swiss  confederates  was  hailed  with  great 
aatirfaction  by  the  catholic  cantons.  Finding 
then  but  ill  provided  with  pubUc  schools,  he 
jfoonded  at  Milan  a  sacerdotal  seminary  for 
the  educatim  of  Swiss  catholic  yonths.  He 
likewise  established  the  custom  of  constantly 
retaining  in  Switzerland  a  nuncio  from  the 
pope;  a  measure  which  was  by  no  means  agree- 
eUe  ijo  the  reformists,  who  plainly  foresaw  in 
it  ft  source  of  constant  disquiet  and  annoyance. 
One  of  these  nuncios,  on  arriving  at  Bern  in 
die  winter  of  1S8Q,  was  ordered  by  the  go- 
vernment to  leave  the  town,  whilst  the  boys 
pelted  him  through  the  streets  with  snow-balls. 

The  contest  between  the  catholics  and  pro- 
teetants  filled,  at  this  period,  almost  the  whole 
srorUL  Spain,  Savoy,  and  die  emperor  were 
the  pope's  boldest  diampions;  notwithstanding 
which,  the  huguenots  or  protestants  were  al- 
most the  triumphant  party  in  France.  The 
pope  strove  to  incite  the  whdie  catholic  world 
to  engage  in  a  war  of  extermination  against 
the  protestants  *—  a  war  which  he  designated 
ae  holy.    In  Switzerland,  cardinal  Borromeo 
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nrgeA  llie  neoefloity  of  forming  a  powerfid  Mh 
flodation  to  uphold  the  Roman  diurdu  Tha 
longer  this  conflict  of  opinions  continued,  llio 
more  men's  minds  naturally  became  exited 
Party-zeal  was  indeed  carried  to  such  an  ex* 
treme,  that  the  reformists  refused  to  adopt  the 
corrected  calendar,  then  recently  introdnoeiE^ 
merely  because  it  had  been  drawn  up  by  oooi- 
mand  of  a  pope.  (1582.)  The  suspicions  widi 
which  they  viewed  every  thing  that  cane 
firom  Rome^  even  when  good,  led  them  to  pre- 
fer the  erroneous  reckoning  of  the  old  caiea- 
dar,  and  the  exdtoment  which  prevailed  on 
this  subject  had  nearly  plunged  them  into 
another  civil  war. 

This  dispute  concerning  the  old  and  new 
calendar  greatly  contributed  to  bring  about 
that  league  between  the  seven  cathoUc  cantons, 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Roman  chnrd^ 
whidi  Borromeo  had  recommended.  On  At 
10th  of  October,  1^86,  deputies  from  Lacmi, 
Uri,  Schwyz,  Unterwalden,  Zug,  Soleure  and 
Friburg,  assembled  at  Lucem,  where  a  solemn 
compact  was  sworn  to  called  the  golden  or 
Borromean  league,  but  which  might  with 
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justice  have  been  denominated  the  league  ^ 
Uood;  for  it  served  only  to  rend  further  asunder 
fhose  bonds  whioh  should  havetuiited  one  con- 
federate with  another. 
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36. 

Insurrection  at  Mahlhaasen. — Separation 
of  the  two  Rhodes  of  Appenzell.  — 
The  duke  of  Savoy  endeavours  to  sur- 
prise Geneva, 

1587  -.  160S. 

From  this  time  the  catholic  cantons  became 
OMve  dosely  united  witili  foreigners  than  with 
those  of  their  own  countrymen  who  professed 
the  reformed  doctrines.  This  schism  was 
viewed  with  satisfaction  by  foreign  powers, 
who  lost  no  opportunity  of  converting  it  to 
their  own  advantage.  The  Spanish  envoy,  on 
bis  arrival,  succeeded,  by  a  liberal  distribution 
erf  gold,  in  concluding  a  treaty  for  his  sove- 
reiga  with  the  cantons  of  Lucem,  Uri,  Sebwyz, 
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Unterwalden ,  Zog  and  Friburg;  whibt  die 
pope's  nuncio,  by  his  warlike  denonncenMili 
of  the  reformists  or  hngaenots  in  Franoe^  in^ 
duced  above  8000  of  the  Swiss  calholics ,  *  to 
take  part  in  this  foreign  and  civil  waiftra  . 
The  hugaenots  on  their  part  did  not  reouin 
inactive;  they  despatched  missionaries  to  en- 
force the  necessity  of  arming  in  defence  of  the 
evangelical  faith  —  an  appeal  which  was  li- 
stened to  by  thousands  of  the  reformists,  boA 
Swiss  and  Ghrisons,  who  hastened  to  enroll  ^ 
themselves  to  combat  on  those  plains  alrea^ 
imbued  with  blood,  whilst  the  governm^it  re- 
mained entirely  passive  and  in  seeming  igno- 
rance of  the  events  passing  before  their  eyes. 
Hius,  on  a  foreign  soil  and  for  hire,  did  the 
Swiss,  from  religious  animosity,  codUy  engage 
in  the  massacre  of  their  own  brethren ! 

The  venom  of  this  baleful  principle  was  so 
difiiised  that  the  merest  trifles  were  converted  ^ 
into  incentives  to  the  greatest  disorders :  asCrikf 
ing  instance  of  this  presented  itself  at  Miihl- 
hansen* 

This  town ,  situated  in  Alsace  and  of  rerf 
ancient  origin,  was,  like  most  of  the  Swiss 
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townSy  for  nearly  five  centuries,  a  free  town  on* 
der  the  German  empire, ,  and  for  the  last  two 
Inuidred  years,  had  been  united  in  a  defensiva 
alliance  with  Basle,  and  subsequently  with 
Bern,  Fribuig  and  Soleure;  till  at  length,  in 
1515^  it  obtained  a  place  in  the  confederation, 
as  an  allied  town,  with  a  seat  and  vote  in 
the  diet  It  chanced  that  the  family  of  the 
Finningers  was  east  in  a  law-suit,  in  which 
it  had  been  engaged  with  some  of  the  citizens, 
eoncerning  the  right  of  possession  to  a  part  of 
a  forest.  Incensed  at  the  failure  of  their  pre- 
tentions,  the  Finningers  avenged  themselves 
bj  an  appeal  to  the  Austrian  government  at 
Bnsisheim,  and  afierwiurds  to  the  Swiss  diet; 
and  as  *the  Swiss  catholics  suffered  themselves 
to  be  deluded  with  the  belief  that  this  would 
be  a  favorable  occasion  to  bring  Muhlhausen 
back  to  the  ancient  faith,  they  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Finningers,  and  threatened  the 
municipal  council  with  a  dissolution  of  the 
ancient  alliance*  The  council  immediately  had 
lecourse  to  the  reformed  cantons,  who  de- 
eded the  cause  in  its  favor.  In  consequence  of 
this  dedsion  the  catholic  cantons ,  in  conjune- 
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tion  with  Appenzell,  returned  tlie  aot  of  tl- 
liance  to  the  people  of  Muhlhausen  with  ki 
seals  broken.  The  party  of  the  Fumingeoi 
seized  on  this  as  a  pretext  for  rousing  the 
popular  feeling  in  their  favor,  and .  dissolvied 
the  dty-GOuncil  as  having  been  the  caused  of 
the  rupture  with  the  Swiss.  The  refonnod 
cantons,  who  offered  their  mediaticm  to  bring  die 
matter  to  iui  amicable  termination,  were  not 
even  listened  to;  and  as  they  threatened  to 
employ  force  in  reestablishing  the  ancient  «- 
der  of  things,  the  citizens,  backed  by  the  tnMfi 
of  Austria,  had  immediate  recourse  to  antfu 
On  this  the  reformist  party  collected  anani^, 
and  despatched,  in  advance,  a  detachJmMit  of 
600  men  from  Basle,  under  the  orders  of  GeMrd 
Erlach.  A  constant  and  heavy  fire  was  kept 
up  from  the  town,  but  at  midnight  the  Swiv 
carried  the  gates  by  storm  and  got  within 
the  town.  The  streets  presented  one  scene 
of  battle  and  bloodshed;  victory  however  at 
length  declared  itself  against  the  citizens:  the  fo* 
reign  garrison  was  disarmed  and  marched  ofl^ 
and  tranquillity  ultimately  restored  by  the  be- 
heading of  the  ringleaders.     From  this  tiae 
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di^  alliaiice  of  Muhlhansen  widi  the  cathottc 
eantons  was  wholly  at  an  end;  nor  could  the 
town  ever  after  regain,  its  right  of  sufirage  in 
the  diet 

Events  still  more  calamitous  happened  soon 
after  in  the  canton  of  Appenzell*  The  popn* 
laftion  of  both  rhodes,  or  cakitonal  governments^ 
was  composed  indiscriminately  of  catholics  and 
leformists;  in  exterior  rhodes^  however ,  the 
latter  were  the  most  numerous.  whUe.in  in^ 
tenor  rhodes,  and. in  the  chief-town  App^i- 
aell,  the  catholics  were  in  greater  proportion* 
Unfortunately  some  capudiin  monks  arrived 
amongst  them,  who  secretly  incited  the  people 
to  employ  force  to  bring  the  reformists  back 
to  the  catholic  faith.  The  landamman  Megge- 
lin^  a  zealous  but  intemperate  adherent  to  the 
ancient  belief,  determined  to  commence  the 
good  work  by  causing  27  young  men  of  the 
reformed  faith  to  appear,  in  vindication  of 
their  doctrines,  before  the  assembly  of  the  two 
councils —  having  previously  surrounded  the 
senate- house  with  catholic  peasants.  .  With 
these  it  was  agreed  that  a  .signal  would  be 
given  from  the  window  should  the  young  men 
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refiise  to  recant;  on  which ■  the  couMil 
retire^  and  the  peasantry  were  imnediatdy 
fiill  upon  their  victims.  He  was 
most  unexpectedly  defeated  in  his  diaboGefS 
project;  for,  on  the  refusal  of  the  young 
to  submit  and  when  he  was  advancing  to 
window  to  give  the  preconcerted  signal^ 
council  retreating  at  the  same  time^  tfce 
drew  fortli  their  weapons  from  under 
dokes,  and  0ew  to  take  possession  <tf 
doors  and  windoivs.  The  landammao  wai 
terrified  at  this,  that  he  called  out  to  the 
sants  from  the  window  to  disperse  in  peioe  9 
the  latter  in  consequence  retired,  and  the  jtxoagS 
men  escaped  unhurt  From  this  day,  howevoK^ 
(May  14tli,  1678)  thie  commencement  of  every 
kind  of  disorder  and  tumult  was  to  be  dated* 

The  two  parties  became  now  still 
Solent,  persecuting  each  other  on  ev^ry 
casion  with  the  most  bitter  inveteracy.  ^ 
interior  rhodes  the  reformists  were  the  greal^^ 
est  sufierers,  whilst  in  exterior  rhodes  the  cBf^ 
tholics,  as  being  the  least  numerous,  were  tb^ 
persecuted  party.  Conflicts  arose,  prison^ 
were  taken  on  both  sides,  the  tocsin  rung  a^^ 
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the  inhabitants  were  incessantly  summoned  to 
anns;  but  hf^pily  the  more  enlightened  and 
patriotic  portion  of  the  community  succeeded 
in  preventing  the  horrors  of  a  dvil  war.  Mean- 
while^ »s  it  was  found  impracticable  to  estab- 
lish unanimity  either  in  the  coundls^  at  the 
Meetings  of  the  parishes,  or  in  the  general 
assembly,  it  was  proposed  to  have  recourse 
to  the  intervention  of  the  confederates.  These 
however  were  themselves  rather  parties  in  the 
cause  than  impartial  judges;  for  the  catholic 
puition  supported  those  of  theur  own  creed, 
whilst  the  reformists  took  the  side  of  theirs. 
At  length,  the  people  of  Appenzell  seeing 
.  tiie  flitility  of  these  measures  to  restore  order 
akid  tranquillity,  proposed  that  a  division  of 
die  country  should  take  place,  each  part  re- 
fmning  its  own  fiEuth,  and  having  a  separate 
administration  and  tribunal. 

This  however,  was  not  carried  into  effect 
till  after  10  years  of  turbulent  contenticm,  whra, 
on  the  8fh  of  September,  lfi97,  the  act  of  se- 
paration was  signed.  Not  only  the  territory 
and  judicature,  but  the  banners,  seals,  and 
even  the  arms  contained  in  the  arsenal,  were 


£vided  between  the  two  rhodee.  ThB  rdbt^ 
mists,  whose  uombers  amounted  to  63SiS,  cstfr- 
blished  themselves  in  exterior  rhodes;-  wauiit 
the  cathoKc  population ,  which  numbered  onlj 
t78S^  fixed  their  abode  in  interior  rhodes.  But 
though  9  like  Ob-  and  Nid^Unterwalden,  Oey 
were  virtually  separate  and  distinct,  thej  eoAr 
tinned  to  form,  like  that  canton,  only  a  Bioi^ 
canton  in  the  federative  drole. 

This  equitable  measure,  which  seemed :fo 
give  general  satisfaction,  found  one  apfOMBl 
however,  in  the  person  of  Tanner,  the  lia^ 
amman  of  interior  rhodes,  whose  implaeiUe 
hatred  of  the  reformists  was  incessantly  ac- 
tive in  fomenting  dissension  and  feud,  and  who 
hoped  to  compel  exterior  rhodes  to  gprant  to 
the  six  or  seven  catholic  families  who  aliB 
remained  there,  all  the  prerogatives  enjoyed 
by  those  within  his  own  district.  He  was 
however  foiled  in  his  efforts,  and  his  prinoi- 
ples  and  conduct  made  him  in  time  so  hated, 
even  by  his  fellow-citizens,  that  they  stripped 
him  of  all  his  honors  and  possessions.  He  af- 
terwards fell  into  such  indigence  as  to  beg  a 
subsistence  firom  place  to  place,  till  at  lengft 


«ided  his  wretched  existence  i 
ID   n^hurgau. 

It  was,  indeed,  rorluiiate  for  Switzerland 
lh»t  the  neighbouring  sovereigns  and  princes 
WB«-«  too  deeply  engaged  in  continual  wars 
witln  each  other,  to  permit  them  to  interfere 
in  %.}ie  domestic  feuds  of  the  confederates;  its 
JDiS^pendanco  had  else  been  more  Ihao  once 
*ni;pcrilled.  But  Spain  and  Milan  were  enga- 
g*^d  in  hostilities  against  France,  and  the  em- 
perT>r  of  Germany  was  at  war  with  the  Turks. 
Kaoh  of  these  sovereigns  was  therefore  desi- 
gns of  securing  the  assistance  of  the  Swiss; 
'"^t  either  from  a  mutual  distrust  of  each  other, 
*"  from  being  divided  in  their  sentiments  to- 
wards the  belligerents,  the  confederates  re- 
"*iiicd  wholly  neuter  and  inactive.  They  even 
*'^t»plicated  in  the  most  persuasive  language 
^1*^  lungs  of  France  aud  Spain  to  conclude  a 
P**«e;  and  Zurich  and  Luccm,  respectively, 
^^Iressed  their  humble  entreaties  to  the  cm- 
P^*"or  and  the  pope^  with  a  hope  of  bringing 
'"'iut  a  pacific  arrangement  ol  their  differen- 
**«.  Their  good  intentions,  however,  were 
"(it  crowned  with  success. 


This  reflult,  and  the  acknoidedged 
and  courage  of  Henry  IV.  of  Franee^  ^KUH 
had  gained  him  the-  love  both  of  catholiai  l|AS  ^ 
reformists,   added  to  his  promise  of 
annually  four  hundred  thousand  erowns  ii 
quidation  of  the  debts  incurred  by  ,Frane0) 
well  as  the  arrival  of  a  million  in  reaij 
ney  by  the  hands  of  his  ambassador^  iadiMiu^l 
the  confederates  to  renew  their  alliance 
him.   (160S.) 

This  measure,  however,  was  far  firom 
acceptable  either  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
Pope,  or  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  wcff  dl 
inveterate  enemies  to  the  valiant  Hmiry:  ^ 
latter  of  these  princes,   indeed,  concttvedh^' 
had  now  a  favorable  opportunity  of  again  ns- 
king  himself  master  of  Geneva.    He  these/bt^ 
secretely  despatched  his  troops,  reinforced  tff 
some  Neapolitan  and  Spanish  soldiers  undfl^ 
the  command  of  Colonel  Brunaulien ,  with  tb^ 
design  of  taking  the  town  by  surprise.    Oi^ 
the  11th  of  December  1608,  in  the  dead  ^ 
the  night  they  advanced  close  to  the  wal^ 
applied  their   scaling  ladders  and  began 
mount,  considering  themselves  as  already 
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powesflion  of  the  place,  when  a  sentinel,  alarmed 
by  the  noise,  saddenly  discharged  his  musket 
The,  guard  i^tioned  at  the  gate  lowered 
the  portcullis  and  gave  the  alarm  to  the 
citizens,  who  instantly  flew  to  arms,  and 
'  hastening  to  the  ramparts  despatdied  all  who 
^  kid  afaready  penetrated  into  the  town,  and  (hen 
demolished  the  scaling  ladders.  The  enemy, 
who  had  sustained  a  con&derable  loss,  hastily 
retreated,  overwhelmed  with  shame  and  disgrace. 
Bern  and  Zurich  immediately  sent  assi- 
gnee to  the  town  and  obliged  the  duke  to 
mga  a  treaty  of  peace  (July  11th  1603)  by 
which  he  engaged  never  to  approach  with  his 
Jtooops  to  within  four  utiles,  of  Geneva,  to  erect 
no  fortress  within  this  distance,  nor  ever  to 
make  another  attack  on  the  town.  The  Gre<» 
nevese  have  ever  since  continued  to  celebrate, 
as  a  day  of  joy  and  triumph,  the  anniversary 
of  the  escalade. 
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37. 

Disturbances  at  Bienne.  ~  Plot  against 

Genevii.  -^  Hie  black  deatfi,  —  Coah 

meacement  of  the  civil  war  in  the 

Grisons* 

160S  —  ma 

Whilst  the   independant    Genevans    were 
employed  in  defending  their  little  state  agaitfl 
the  snares  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,    the  peoplt. 
of  Vaud  were  engaged  in  their  final  and  bit-^ 
ter  conflict  in  the  cause  of  religioa^    The  r»- 
formists,  who  were  by  far  the  least  nomerMiiy 
were  at  length  wholly  overpowered:  they  hid 
indeed,  by  virtue  of  a  treaty  of  amity  cooehi* 
ded  in  1557,   enjoyed  unmolested  for  abow 
SO  years  their  own  particular  creed,  but  tbe 
spirit    of  intolerance   which    at  length    bust 
forth  could  no  longer  endure  their  presenoo* 
By    order  of  the   bishop    and  the  provhidil 
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coanGil  they  were  required  to  sell  their 
lands,  and  quit  die  country.  In  vain  did  the 
ei^aiqnetieal  cantons  intmede  in  their  behalf; 
the  catholics  insisted  only  the  more  strenuoiflijr 
on  the  expulsioh  of  the  reformists  and  their 
pastors ' —  thus  were  they  compelled  to  aban- 
dot  the  land  of  their  fathers  which  they  w^« 
never  again  to  behold. 

The  citizens  of  Biehne^  too,  were  involved 
in  a  contest  with  their  bishop.    This  ancient 
town,   agreeably  situated  on  the  lake  of  the 
same  name,  had  been  long  subject  to  the  counts . 
of  Neuchatel,  with  certain  rights  and  immuni- 
ties of  its  own,  till,  in  1274,  it  came  xjinder  the 
dtnmnion  of  the  bishop  of  Basle,  who,  with  a 
view  of  securing  its  attachment,  conferred  on 
it  (he  privileges  of  a  free  and  imperial  city. 
By  this  act  of  franchise  the  town  was  soon 
raised  to  a  flourishing  condition;  its  arms  were 
victorious  on  several  occasions  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  valley  of  Erguel  were  ranged  be- 
neath its  banners.    For  the  better  security  of 
its  rights,  it  had  early  formed  an  alliance  with 
Bern  (1S79);  then,  in  138S,  withSoleure,  and 
^0y,  in  1496,  with  Friburg.    Being  in  ami- 
»  16* 
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^ble  relation  with  all  the  confederates^  910- 
quired    the    consideration  of  an  allied  ttwii 
At  length,  in  1S54,  it  endeavoured  to  pnMpB 
Uilis  redemption  of  the  bishop's  rights,  not  mij 
within,  the  town,   but  over  the  district  of  E^ 
guel,   by  which  means  it  would  becomo  tho 
ciqpital  of  this  fine  district.    The  project  hmr- 
ever  &iled,   and  gave  rise  to  much  dian* 
Bt(^n  and  iU-yvUl  between  the  town  and  die 
bishop.    These  disputes  were  at  length 
cably  terminated,  by  umpires,  chosen  firom  di^ 
Swiss  (1610);    the  conditions  were  *^  Ab^ 
Bienue  should  continue  its  allegiance  to  th^ 
bishop    as    lord    paramount;     thajt    it   shooli^ 
enter  into  no  new  alliance  without  his  coor 
sent,   and  that  of  the  confederates;   that  dio 
bishop  should  retain  all  his  rights  withia  tho 
town,  but  at  the  s^me  time  confirm  the  imt- 
nicipal  franchises  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  ( and 
lastly  that  Brguel  should  continue  to  &g}A  be- 
neath the  city-banners.    Much  more  might  be 
recounted  of  the  various  dissensions  aiid  brails 
of  this  unsettled  period;  such  as  the  plot  for- 
med by  two  Frenchmen,    di]i  Terrell   and  la 
Basstde,  in  1609,  to  surprise  Geneva  hy 
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di^9  ^^^  afterwards  deliver  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  but  who,  being  disco-» 
vered,  were  sentenced  to  expiate  their  crime 
with  their  lives;  or  the  unfortunate  occumn* 
ces  in  Thurgau,  originating  in  the  droKen 
brawl  of  some  peasants  at  a  wedding,  cele- 
brated at  Gachnang,  when  Hector  of  Berol- 
diogen,  a  man  of  wealth  and  consideration, 
uras  personally  ill-treated  and  had  his  chapel 
demolished  whilst  the  deputy -governor  was 
^Ited  with  stones.  This  affSeur  gave  rise  to 
80  serious  a  contention  between  the  catholic 
and  reformed  cantons,  that  the  former  refused 
^  any  longer  to  sit  in  the  diet  with  the  Zuri« 
diers,  and  both  parties  were  preparing  for 
hostilities,  when  the  timely  inter^^'ention  of  the 
otiher  confederates  happily  prevented  it.  Events 
however,  of  a  more  serious  and  dreadful  cha- 
racter remain.  In  the  following  year  the  pla- 
gue broke  out.  This  fatal  disorder  which  was 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  blade  death 
and  which  had  been  brought  from  distant  coun- 
tries to  Basle  (1610),  where  alone  it  carried  off 
nearly  4000  persons,  continued  to  penetrate  into 
the  country  till  it  reached,  in  the  following  year, 
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to  Beni}  Soleure  and  Friburg.  Five  tin 
persons  perished  at  Zurich,  nearly  tOOO  io 
Glarus,  and  stiU  greater  numbers  wereswapt 
awa^  in  Toggenburg  and  Appenzell.  At  Str- 
noii^in  Obwalden  no  less  than  S80  penoof 
were  buried  together  in  one  grave.  In  Tbvr- 
gau  the  black  death  depopulated  whole  villa- 
ges, and  the  lands  were  like  a  desert  fiv 
want  of  hands  to  cultivate  them.  The  nnmber 
of  deaths  in  Thurgau  amounted  to  38^581; 
and  almost  everywhere  one  fourth  of  the  po- 
pulation were  carried  off  by  this  dreadfiil 
scourge.  It  even  extended  its  ravages  to  the 
high  valleys  of  the  Grisons ;  though  other  hor- 
rors of  human  procuring  were  at  this  time  d^ 
vastating  the  country. 

Since  the  king  of  Spain  had  become  master 
of  Milan  and  Lombardy  he  secretly  projected 
to  gain  possession  of  the  Valteline,  a  district 
subject  to  the  Orisons,  in  order  to  approximate 
his  possessions  to  those  of  the  Austrians  on  the 
side  of  the  Tyrol,  as  Austria  was  Spain's  bflrt 
ally;  it  could  however  send  no  assistance  to 
Milan,  except  through  the  Venetian  territoiy 
or  the  Grisons.    With  this  view  the  SpamUi 
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idor  at  Milan)  Meting  apon  the  imtnu^ 
410118  of  hiB  master,  took  a  part  in  all  the  dia* 
aenlioDs  of  the  Valteline,  whwe  qoaireto,  pai^- 
tioidarly  on  religions  matters,  continuallvagi- 
taled  the  minds  of  the  people;  for  sin^Rb^ 
Grisons  had  granted  to  the  people  of  Vaitdine 
the  free  exercise  of  the  reformed  faith  (1558) , 
muabers  from  the  other  districts  had  gone 
over  to  them,  whidi  excited  great  enmity  on 
die  part  of  the  catholics. 

In  die  mean  time  the  Grisons  were  warned 
of  the  secret  views  of  Spain,  not  mily  by  the 
king  of  France,  who  was  the  enemy  of  Austria 
and  Spain,  but  also  by  the  r^nblic  of  Venice, 
wfaidi  looked  forward  with  apprehension  to  the 
union  of  those  powers.  Venice,  as  well  as 
Viance  and  Spain,  despatched  ambassadors  to 
die  Grisons  \Yith  instructions  to  gain  over,  by 
presents  and  flatteries,  the  chief  personages 
and  most  distinguished  AimilieB  —  a  devise 
i^ch  perfectly  well  succeeded.  Smne  d^ 
«lared  themselves  for  Spain,  others  for  France^ 
but  scarcely  any  espoused  the  interests  of 
their  own  country.  At  the  head  of  the  Spa- 
nish party  was  Rodolph  Plaata,   ^diilst  the 
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Frendi  were  supported  by  Hercules  of  tffe 
The  former  at  first  had  the  majority  of  die 
catholic  commmies  on  his  side,  but  the  Spa- 
nish governor  of  Milan  having  erected  a  dto- 
derai  the  summit  of  a  hill  near  the  lake<tf  Como^ 
(1604)  named  after  himself,  Fuentes,  winch 
commanded  the  valleys  of  Chiavenna  and 
Valteline,  secured  to  himself  in  consequflBce 
one  of  the  chief  passes  into  the  Grisons. 

Fear  and  alarm  now  prevailed  throagfaoot 
the  country;  each  party  accused  the  ofiier, 
till  at  length  the  communes  unfurled  thrir  ban- 
ners and  established  at  Coire  a  criminal  triba- 
nal  for  the  trial  of  the  traitors  to  their  countiy.' 
Here,  as  ever  happens  in  popular  commotioni^ 
the  innocent  suffered  with  the  guilty:  some 
were  imprisoned,  others  banished  or  deepoihd 
of  all. they  possessed.  The  Austrian  governor 
at  Castels,  George  Beeli,  and  Caspar  Baselga, 
formerly  Captain  in  the  service  of  the  prince- 
bishop  at  Furstenberg,  were  beheaded  on  the 
public  scaffold  at  Coire.  (1607.)  As  they  had 
displayed  more  zeal  and  fidelity  to  the  Spa- 
niards than  to  their  own  country,  the  confe- 
derates vainly  interceded   to  obtain  their  par- 


Mfc  Beeli  repented  of  his  errors  too  late:  while 
on  the  scaffold  he  exclaimed:  ,,the  citizen  of 
a  free  country  ceases  to  be  free,  as  soon  as 
he  prizes  too  highly  the  favour  of  foreign 
princes."  '^^ 

It  is  true  that  another  tribunal  was  soon 
afterwards  instituted  at  Ilanz  which  mitigated 
many  of  the  sentences  pronounced  by  that  of 
Coire ;  party-hatred,  however,  ran  as  high  as 
ever,  for  it  was  sedulously  kept  alive  by  the 
gold  of  Spahi  and  Fran(^e,  the  one  soliciting 
partisans  for  the  latter  power  and  Venice,  the 
other  for  Milan.  Each  sought  to  gratify  his 
own  private  revenge  and  enrich  himself  by 
presents  and  pensions  from  the  foreign  poten- 
tates. Other  tribunals  were  established,  fresh 
injostices  committed,  and  new  animosities  kin- 
dled. The  Spanish,  as  well  as  the  Venetian 
alliance,  was  rejected;  one  commune  rose  against 
another  and  brother  contended  against  brother, 
lo  the  valley  of  Engadine  the  people,  torn  by 
fiiction,  flew  to  arms;  the  partisans  of  Spain 
being  headed  by  Augustin  Travers,  brother-in- 
law  of  Rodolph  Planta,  whilst  the  adherents 
of  Venice  were  led  by  Anthony  Travers,^  bro- 
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ther  of  Augustiiu  Many  had  already  b^g^ 
from  the  fire  of  the  cannon,  when  the  vmrm 
and  sisters  of  the  combatants,  with  shiieb 
of  anguish  and  terror,  rushed  in  between  tiiQir 
husbiKids  and  brothers,  and  arrested  for  awliilo 
the  fierce  and  inhuman  contest 

What,  however,  had  been  achieved  byl^ 
male  tenderness  and  afiection  was  soon  dfli^ 
troyed  by  the  religious  hatred  of  cruel  prioittu 
At  Bergun,  a  wild  valley  surrounded  by  ghh- 
ciers,  the  reformed  clergy  of  the  Grisons  Md 
a  council  in  1618,  when  some  of  the  is* 
sembly  declared  that  the  governor  of  Milu 
had  again  sent  large  sums  of  money  into  the 
country  to  bring  about  the  conclusion  of  die 
Spanish  alliance,  and  that  if  he  faUed  he  wooU 
excite  a  rebellion  in  the  Vaiteline  and  revenge 
himself  by  an  indiscriminate  and  dreadful  ear« 
nage  of  the  reformists. 

This,  report  being  circulated  throughout  tbft 
country,  the  terrified  people  instantly  flew  to  ' 
arms.  At  Engadine,  where  the  war  first  broke 
out,  Rodolph  Planta  was  obliged  to  seek  re- 
fuge in  the  Tyrol,  while  George  Jenatsch,  a 
reformed  clergyman,  advanced  from  Samaden 
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i&jpiinait  of  him   at  the  head  of  an  anned 
Hoop.    A  criminal  tribunal^    presided  by  re- 
formed  pastors,  was  formed  at  Thosis,  ^diose 
judgments  breathed   nothing  bat  cruelty  and 
revengp.  The  two  brothers  Rodolph  and  Bom* 
peius  Planta  were  declared  outlaws,  and  John 
flugi,  bishop  of  Coire,  who  had  saved  himself 
by  flight,   was  condemned  to   death  and  his 
property  confiscated.     Augustin  Travers  was 
sentenced  to  perpetual  banishment,  and  many 
others  were  proscribed  and  punished  in  various 
ways.  But  the  most  cruel  and  unjust  sentence 
was  that  passed  upon  Nicolas  Rusca,  arch- 
priest  of  Badano  in  the  Valteline,  and  John 
Baptist  Prevost,  sumamed  Zambra,  landamman 
of  the  FregielL    The  former,  a  '^ous  catholic 
piriest,  who  continued,  even  when  under  the 
pangs  of  the  torture,  to  assert  his  innocence 
of  any  participation  in  the  Spanish  conspuracy^ 
perished  in  a  dungeon,  as  was  supposed^  by 
poison,   and  his  body  was  afterwards  interred 
by  the  hands  of  the  executioner.    The  land- 
amman Zambra,  a  man  of  74  years  of  age 
and  debilitated  by  sickness,  had  his  head  slrudk 
qfff  after  the  torture  had  wrung  from  Um  a 
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confession  of  having  accepted  bribes  and 
sionS)  both  from  Spain  and  France. 

The  blood  of  Zambra  and  Rosea  cried 
alond  for  vengeance  and  soon  did  the  diawn 
of  horror  and  misery  open  upon  Ahetia.  Woe 
to  that  nation  which  in  arms  seeks  to  re- 
dress its  wrongs! 


38. 

Terrible  destruction  of  Plurs.  The  Val- 
teliue    massacre.     Civil    war    in    the 

Grisons. 

1618  —  1621. 

Natural  calamities,  however,  appeared  as 
the  precursors  of  those  engendered  by  the 
desttmctive  passions  of  man.  In  the  valley  of 
Chiavenna,  which  belonged  to  the  GrisonSy 
and  which,  like  Valteline  andBormio,  was  ad- 
ministered by  a  governor,  was  situated  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  Conto  the  opulent  litdo 
town  of  Plurs,  with  its  numerous  churches,  pa* 


Ob  ^c  4A^9sinstAarjm 
6xy^  ixf  Tiidkeii!  tkil.  ft  MffM  ^ 

a  ffres!  mmdisr  of  "fie   ii^igii!  -vi-- 

tiuR  lor  sane  *ens*  «»uHfaniiif» 
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gg^^fcoiBuig  irrfjiffg    smmft    of    Vw«    idi€ 
^•*"*fiiied  Ihear  hrras  aiu£  tftenririte  Art^^foi 
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eofltiBDed  diy  for  two  homa.  and  as  day  19^- 
MOtdied^  the  sky  was^baageiy  obicared  wMb 
di0t  and  vapour.     Phna   and  (be  TiUage  ^ 
^  CSkno  had  disqipeared,  baring   beea  buried 
by  diefidlen  eone  of  die  Coolo  nwaafaiB|  the 
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soil  of  wbich  formed  a  layer  a  himdrBd  ftat  ii 
depth  over  the  dwellings  of  the  inhabitaili^ 
and  Goncealed|^  like  an  enormoos  grave,  lb 
bodies  of  two  thousand  five  hondred  vietiM 
The  tidings  of  this  calamitous  evoit  wm  n- 
ceived  with  horror  in  the  adjoining  VattdMS 
their  nei^bours'  fate,  however,  was  soon  hugA 
ten  in  the  measures  they  were  projecting  to 
avenge  the  death,  of  the  pious  Rusca.  A  like  ki^ 
ing  also  pervaded  the  Grisons,  on  learning  of  tt^ 
dreadful  destruction  of  Plurs;  but  there^  toO)tk0 
absorbing  passion  of  party-rancour  soon  co—ig>* 
ed  the  event  to  oblivion.    On  the  one  ttfB^ 
the  friends  and  relatives  of  those  who  had  lof* 
fered  by  the  sentences  pronounced  at  Tilii^ 
called  for  vengeance  for  the  injustices  exoi^ 
sed  by  the  French  party;  on  the  other,  ^    i 
catholic  communes  accused  the  reformists  ^ 
endeavouring  to  subvert  the  ancient  faith  aP^ 
banish  it  from  their  native  mountains,   wfaU^ 
those  who  had  been  exiled  implored  help,  M 
turns,  from  the  confederates,  the  house  of  Aa^ 
tria,  Milan  and  the  Spaniards. 

Many  of  the  Grison  communes,  therefor^ 
headed  by  that  of  Lugnetz,  again  raised  d^^ 
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standiurd  of  civil  war  and  advanced  to  Coire 
to  redress  their  violated  rights,  whilst  the  in* 
habitants  of  Engadine,  Brettig«Qi^«nd  other  par- 
tisans of  the  French,  advanced  in  hostile  array 
to  meet  them.  'An  engagement  took  place  in 
which  several  were  killed  on  each  side,  when 
the  people  of  some  of  the  other  communes  in- 
terposed, and  an  impartial  tribunal  being  aftei^ 
wards  instituted  at  Coire,  (June  1619)  the  ri- 
gorous judgments  pronounced  at  Thusis  were 
mitigated,  and  the  two  Plantas  recalled  from 
banishment. 
,.  But  this  clemency  served  only  to  imbitter 
the  enmity  of  the  people  of  Engadine,  Mun- 
flterthal  and  Davos,  who  advanced,  with  basH 
n^n  displayed,  against  Coire,  declaring  that 
the  sentence  of  the  tribunal  was  invalid*  In 
vain  did  Thomas  of  Schauenstein,  Baron  Hal- 
denstein,  go  to  their  camp,  to  dissuade  them 
from  any  act  of  violence,  and  to  propose,  for 
the  sake  of  public  tranquillity,  that  the  chiefs 
of  the  party  of  Planta,  as  well  as  that  of  Sa- 
lis,  should  be  ineligible  to  any  office  of  trust 
for  a  period  of  20  or  30  years.  The  proposi- 
tion was  at  once  rejected  by  the  armed  party; 
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they  even  resolved  to  dismiss  the  fbreigii  •■•  j 
bassadors,  as  the  chief  cause  of  all  the  dii-  ^ 
orders  in  the  ^oonntry,   and  forced  the  jadjpt . 
to  leave  Coire.    They  next  drove  the  tnafi 
from  their  intrenchments  near  Reichenan,  ui 
established  a  new  tribunal  at  Davos,  wUdk 
not  only  confirmed   the  sentences   passel  A 
Thusis,  but  even  increased  their  severity;  sotliKC 
the  recalled  exiles  were  again  banished.  Hefo^ti* 
at  Thusis,  the  reformed  clergy  were  the 
active  and  inveterate  in  exciting  the 
measures  of  severity. 

On  this  the  exiled  brothers,  Rodol^iwl 
Pempeius  Planta,    invited    the    Archduke  of 
Austria  to  advance  against  their  country  widii 
an  armed  force.     They  collected   a  troop  rf 
unorganized  soldiers  in  the  Tyrol,  whilst  thai 
cousin,  Jacob  Robustelli,  stirred  up  the  peopb 
of  the  Valtelinc,  and  collected  an  undisdplined 
rabble  from  the  Milanese  beneath  his  standard. 

On  the  night  of  the  19th  of  July  1620  Jacob 
Robustelli  entered  with  his  sanguinary  band 
the  Valteline,  where  the  plot  for  a  general 
massacre  of  the  reformists  was  ripe.  The 
little  town  of  Tirano,  the  principal  place  of  die 
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ley,  was  surroundecl,  and  4  shots  were  fired 
a  signal  for  the  scene  of  carnage.  The 
Enn  was  rung  and  every  whli^  from  vQlage 
Tillage,  the  reformists  were  either  shot, 
ttigled  or  dragged  to  death,  and  theur  bodies 
own  into  the  Adda.  Neither  sex  nor  age 
m  qpared.  Some  had  their  noses,  cheeks 
eats  cut  off,  others  were  emboweUed,  and 
lera  had  gunpowder  thrown  into  their  mouths 
A  set  fire  to.  A  butcher  boasted  of  having 
■self  despatched  eighteen.  The  head  of  the 
formist  pastor  of  Tirano  was  stuck  on  a  pike 
A  set  up  in  his  pulpit,  for  no  sanctuary  was 
fW  held  inviolable. 

After  a  massacre  which  lasted  several  days, 
iobb  Robustelli  assumed  the  reins  of  govern- 
M  in  the  Valteline ;  Bormio  joined  him,  but 
hiavenna  remained  faithful  to  the  Grisons; 
oogh  discord  had  taken  such  deep  root 
longst  the  Idtter,  that  even  ^fter  all  the  hor- 
rs  that  had  taken  place,  they  were  still  dis- 
itad.  The  catholic  communes  of  the  Gri- 
18,  overruled  by  their  priests  and  the  chiefe 
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tbe  Spanish  party,  refused  to  send  any 
9pk  against  the  rebels  of  the  Valteline.   On 


the  olhar  band,  the  leagues  of  the  Honee-o^ 
Crod  and  ef  die  Ten  jurisdictions  sent  1000 
men  against  :4||bbi  under  fJie  command  ctMm 
Goler  and  Ulysses  Salis,  son  of  Heratai 
Whilst  these  were  advanci^g^  the  two  Piao-' 
tas  entered,  by  the  Tyrol,  the  Munsterthal  in 
the  Orisons,  with  an  Austrian  force  nniii»an> 
ded  by  general  Baldiron,  threatmiing  toocenpy 
it,  until  their  sentence  of  banishment  ohodd  fee 
reversed.  At  the  same  time  Hilanese  tnsfs 
arrived  by  Chiovenna  to  the  assistance  of  tm 
Valteline;  so  that  the  army  of  the  GiiiOM| 
although  ill  possession  of  half  of  the  valkj, 
was  obliged  to  yield  to  superior  numbers  aad 
wait  for  reinforcements  from  the  Swiss  eotat^ 
deracy,  whose  assistance  had  been  solieilBA 
But  the  Swiss  were  no  less  a  prey  to  division 
than  the  Grisons;  for  when  Bern  sent  cohnd 
Nicholas  of  Mulinen  with  SOOO  men  into  Rh»- 
tia,  he  found  himself  intercepted  on  his  marehf 
near  Mellingen  in  Aargau,  by  the  catholic  can- 
tons; by  taking  a  circuitous  route  however,  ha 
reached  Zurich,  where  he  was  joined  by  co- 
lonel Jacob  Steiner  with  1000  men.  As  they 
were  preparing  to  traverse  the  mardies,  the 


eptifo  population  of  Sehwjrz  was  saiiuiioiied 
10  anna  to  oppose  them.  They  succeeded 
kowever  in  gaining  the  6riso4||||Nintry  by  an 
indirect  route.  Here,  having  united  their  forces 
with  those  of  the  Grisons,  they  marched  on  io 
Bormio,  and  arrived  victorious  as  far  as  Tirano; 
fhe  catholic  portion  of  Ihe  Orison  popnlation, 
however,  refused  to  join  th^n.  A  sanguinary 
wnflict  now  took  place  close  to  the  walls  of 
IJrano  with  the  Spanish  troops  and  the 
lebels  of  Ihe  Valteline,  (lilh  Sep.  1620)  in 
which  Nicholas  of  Mulinen,  together  with  all 
tto  Bernese  chiefe  exciting  one^  bravely  mel 
an  h^oic  death.  The  like  fate  was  shared  b^ 
Khui  Sprecher,  a  colonel  in  the  Grison  armjf^ 
W  well  as  numberless  others.  But  Tirano 
remained  unconquered,  and  as  the  army  were 
short  of  ammunition  they  commenced  a  retreat 
into  the  Grisons. 

In  the  mean  time  Pompeius  Planta  had  ur«- 
ged  the  whole  Grison  league  into  movement: 
the  catbdic  cantons  had  sent  for  its  protec- 
tion 1500  men  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Berprdingen  of  Uri,  which  lay  encanyed  near 
ReiclisBau  about  two  leagues  from  Coire.    A 


mmour  had  for  some  time  been  spread 
eorporatiog    the  Grisons  with  the  HelT«liii 
confederation^  «  a  fourteenth  canton,  aUtmag*   ^ 
it  to  retain  the  Valteline,  but  to  be  disooiuM* 
ted  with  the  other  leagues.     The  conteafiiK 
tion  of  such  a  breach  of  amity  deeply  aiMe<tt. 
every  upright  man:  they  simultaneously  jiiae^i 
in  exhorting   both  parties  to   a  reconciliiHi^ 
obtained  the  recal  of  the  foreign  am 
and  were  willing  also  to  listen  to  the 
derates*    No  sooner,  however,  had  theFM^ 
envoy  returned  than  he  had  recourse  td  V^ 
former  intrigues  to  gain  partisans  for  IVtaO^* 
^     The  Spanish  governor  of  Milan,  on  the  oflior 
hand,   sent  deputies  well  supplied  with  goi^v 
with  orders  to  incite  the  nobility  and  the  0SI^. 
munes  against  the  French,  whilst  thepop^^ 
nuncio  was  no  less  active   in  fomenting  ^^ 
animosity  of  the  catholics  against  the  ttXf^ 
mists;    so  that  the  deputies  from  the  confiBd^' 
ration,  instead  of  reestablishing  peace,  beci^ 
engaged  in  bitter  discussion  amongst  themS^^ 
ses,  and  returned,  at  last,  without  having  ^^ 
complished    any  thing.     Their  departon  f^^ 
the  signal  for  that  of  the  army  of  Bem.^'^'^ 
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dissensipn  and  hatred  which  now  prevailed 
WAS  greater  than  ever.  George  Jenatsoh,  who 
liad  abandoned  his  sacred  calliiU'for  the  army, 
made  an  unexpected  attack  with  his  rebel  band 
on  Pompeius  Plfinta,  in  the  castle  pf  Rietberg, 
and  put  him  to  death.  Collecting' afterwards 
the  forces  of  Engadine ,  Bergun  and  Munstei*' 
thai  under  tbeijr  rospective  banners,  he  epga- 
ged  the  army  of  the  cathoUc  cantons,  and  af- 
ter a  combat,  which  lasted  seven  hours,  com- 
pelled them  to  retreat  across  the  mountains  to 
Uri.  (11th  April,  16!2l.)  The  defeated  Berol- 
dingen  was  accompanied  in  his  flight  by  the 
nbbot  of  Disentis,  Sebastian  of  Castelberg,  A 
deep  partaker  in  the  Valteline  massacre.  l^ttiB 
surprised  and  subdued,  the  Grison  league  was 
forced  to  renounce  its  alliance  with  Milan. 

Negotiations  were  soon  again  set  on  foot 
with  Spain  and  Austria,  to  obtain,  if  possible, 
the  restitution  of  the  Valteline;  but  neither  of 
these  powers  acted  with  good  faith  and  mnce- 
rity,  as  it  was  their  object  to  retain  possession 
of  the  Valteline,  Chiavenna,  Bormio  and  lower 
KiME^ine,  in  order  to  maintain  a  free  commu- 
niMRfi  between  the   Tyrol  and  Milan,   and 


enable  them  to  render  each  other  matnal  msp^ 
port  against  ITraace.  Bat  the  people  of  seve- 
ral of  the  comAmnes,  impatient  at  these  lengfli- 
eaed  negooiations,  flew  to  arms  and  tnmnl-' 
taonsly  advanced  to  the  Valteline  andBorinio^ 
to  take  possession  by  force.  Their  attempt 
however  failed,  as  they  were  defeated  by  the 
Spaniards  and  compelled  to  make  a  dishono- 
rable retreat. 

This  rash  enterprise ,  undertaken  at  a  tine 
when  iheiir  deputies  were  engtiged  in  negoda-^ 
tions  with  the  archdake  of  Austria,  so  incen- 
sed the  latter  that  he  exclaimed:  —  ,, Since 
joa  derire  war  you  shall  have  it,''  ordering, 
at  the  same  time,  his  troops  into  the  Grisons. 
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Sabjagation  of  ihe  Grisons  by  the 

Aostriaiis. 

1081  —  1680. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  i0Si  a  power- 
fill  army  advanced  from  all  sideB  mto  the  coun- 
try of  the  Grisons.  Several  thousand  Austrians, 
whom  Rodolph  Planta  basely  led  agamst  fait 
country,  marched  across  the  mountains  and  Mk 
the  plains  of  the  Tyrol*  Hie  imperial  generv 
Baldiron  put  all  to  the  sword  who  opposed 
Um^  burning  and  destroying  every  thing  wher- 
ever he  came;  he  subjugated  the  league  of 
the  Ten  jurisdictions »  disarmed  the  peofile, 
and  forced  them,  on  their  knees  and  sunroutti- 
ded  by  his  troops,  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
gianoe  to  Austria.  The  duke  of  Feria,  alto, 
with  above  seven  thousand  Spaniards  and  Ita-* 


liaMjdvanoMl  from  the  side  of  Italy,  drove 
the  Mwe  Orison  garrison  out  of  Chiaveui% 
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and  made  themselves  entire  mastenr  of  the 
country.  The  troops  from  Zurich ,  who  were 
still  in  the  vicinity  of  Maienfeld,  on  seng 
this,  commenced  their  march  homewards.  Snoh 
were  the  ravages  and  cruelties  every  where 
committed  by  general  Baldiron  in  the  higae 
of  the  Ten  jurisdictions,  that  he  was  called  a 
second  Holofemes;  neither  property  nor  life 
were  respected  by  his  soldiery,  and  their  treat- 
ment of  the  peasants  was  no  better  than  thit 
of  cattle^  .  An  Austrian  ensign  bestrid  the  husk 
of  a  villager'^  and,  followed  by  a  soldier  with 
a  whip  to  drive  him  on,  forced  him  to  asoeed 
a  steep  hill,  saying:  —  „It  is  thus  we  molt 
tame  these  intractable  boors.''  Many  oapaoiuiiy 
who  had  accompanied  the  army,  strove 
to  convert  the  people  to  the  catholic  hHk 
The  reformed  clergy  were  forcibly  expdki 
by  the  military,  and  no  less  than  sevoity  Cve 
churches,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  bi* 
shop  of  Coire,  were  left  without  pastors.  Bit 
when  they  endeavoured  to  force  the  brave 
people  of  BrettigiBu  to  attend  the  catholic  war- 
ship, the  latter  exclaimed:  —  „Tlii8  is  tn^m^ 
Though  our  country  and  our  freedom  ylliielij 
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kt  us  not  consign  our  souls  to  perditiion.''  They 

tiiMi  withdrew  into  the  forests,  which  became 

^^  arsenal ;  for  there  they  pr^ared  themsel- 

ves  dubs  armed -with  large  nails,  converted 

<tor  knives  into  daggers  and  their  sythes  into 

9e«n;  and  onPalm-snnday  (162S)  they  issued 

from  the  forest  with  loud  shouts,  attacked  by 

^iU!|nri8e  the  Austrian  garrison  and  camp,  killed 

i^^y  400  men,  made  a  great  number  priso- 

''^feY,  and  drove  the  rest  out  of  the  country. 

">^  then  advanced  in  considerable  force  and 

lAj^  seize  to  Maienfeld,  where  the  Austrians 

l^'Ml  taken  refuge,   and  afterwards  to  Coire, 

^^l^idi  was  occupied  by  Baldiron  and  his  An- 

^^ian  and  Spanish  auxiliaries.    Encouraged  by^ 

^"^^  victorious  career  of  the  brave   people  of 

B^Qttigau,  aU  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ten  juris- 

^^^^Cions  took  up  arms,  headed  by  the  heroic 

^^dolph  of  Salis,  landamman  Peter  Guier  of 

'^^IroB,  andThuring  Enderli  of  Maienfeld;  These 

^^^te  soon  joined  by  all  the  friends  of  freedom 

^^^  the  other  leagues  and  from  the  Swiss 

^^Dtons,  more  particularly  the  courageous  Ap- 

I^^KU^iers;  whilst  subsidies  in  aid  of  the  war 

^^■irfient  by  others.    Thus  after  numberless 
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combats  and  victories  the  country  was  dsmi    ^ 
of  enemies,   and  Baldiron  retreated,  covoed 
with  shame  and  disgrace.    In  the  meantii^ 
the  Grisons  apprehensive  of  the  enemjr's  i»--" 
turn,  applied  for  succour  to  the  Helvetie 
but  the  confederates  were  too  much 
with  their  own  quarrels  to  attend  to  their 
treaty. 

The  cruel  Baldiron  did  in  fiict  retspfm  i 
July  16SS,  having  crossed  the  mountains 
an  army  of  10,000  men.  Neither  age  nor 
were  now  spared;  all  were  alike  butchered  iy^ 
the  merciless  and  infuriate  enemy.  The 
of  conflict  and  slaughter  was  not  confined  t 
the  valleys  only;  it  extended  even  to 
loftiest  Alps.  But  all  succumbed  to  tb^^ 
overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy.  The  la^ 
battle  was  fought  on  the  5th  of  September,  i^ 
the  plain  of  Aquesana,  near  Raschnals,  in  t^ 
BrettigflBu;  there,  after  a  severe  and  sauguiiMUS^  , 
combat,  the  little  band  of  the  Grisons,  over^  I 
powered  by  superior  numbers,  began  to  gnr^  f 
ground,  when  thuty  men  of  Brettigieu,  reiol'  L 
ving  not  to  survive  their  countrj^s  freadoB^  h 
devoted  themselves  to  a  glorious  death.    Brto*     ^^^ 
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diflhiiig  their  dubs,  they  rashed  with  blind  im- 
petuosity into  the  Austrian  ranks  where  they 
fbogfat  with  the  ftuy  of  despair,  till,  one  by 
one,  they  heroically  fell,  surrounded  by  the 
bodies  of  their  enemies.  The  troops  despatched 
by  Coire  and  the  Grison  league  arrived  too 
late  to  aflbrd  any  assistance,  and  when  they 
beheld  at  a  distance  the  flames  of  the  villages 
and  found  that  all  was  lost,  they  moumAilly 
retraced  their  steps.  Nothing  was  now  want- 
ing to  complete  the  misery  of  the  vanquished  — 
plunder,  outrage  and  assassination  reigned  every 
where  triumphant  Neither  the  helplessness  of 
age,  nor  female  innocence,  could  disarm  the 
violence  of  the  soldiery;  and  when  they  had 
phmdered  all  besides,  they  carried  off  and  sold 
flie  bells  of  the  churches.  Hundreds  of  unfor- 
tunate beings  left  their  country,  whilst  vast 
mnnbers  perished  by  hunger,  or  by  the  ^Hun- 
gariaii  plague  —  a  disease  whidi  was  attend- 
ed with  excruciating  torture  in  the  head. 

The  confederation  of  the  House-of-Crod  and 
die  Grison  league  despatched  envoys  with  pe^^ 
titiont  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  arehdoke 

of  Anstria  at  Lindau;  (Sep.)  and  the  confede- 
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rates,  moved  with  compassion,  also  inteiteed 
in  their  behalf.  He  remained  however  in- 
flexible, insisting,  that  the  Ten  juriadictioM 
should  continue  hereditary  subjects  of  the  home 
of  Austria,  and  that  the  other  two  leagues 
should  grant  at  all  times  a  free  passage  to  Ae 
Austrians  and  Spaniards.  The  Swiss^  catho- 
lics, secretly  pleased  at  their  humiliation,  with 
feigned  compassion  only  added  reprotadi  to  ni»^ 
fortune  by  renunding  the  Grisona  that  tfaej 
had  often  been  warned  of  the  result:  wUht 
the  burgomaster  of  Zurich,  Holzhalb,  added: 
„dear  allies,  do  not  look  for  succour  from  as 
now;  our  own  affairs  give  us  occupation  enongh. 
We  perceive  what  sacrifices  you  will  have  to 
submit  to;  but  in  time  God  will  help  you: 
till  then  you  must  exert  yourselves  to  prevent 
the  further  ruin  of  your  country. " 

The  Grisons,  seeing  themselves  thus  aban- 
doned by  the  confederates,  were  fain  to  syitaI- 
low  in  silence  the  bitter  draught.  The  eight 
jurisdictions,  therefore,  together  w;ith  lower  Bo- 
gadine,  were  severed  from  the  RhetiaQ  confe- 
deration and  unconditionally  surrendered  lo 
Austria.    From  this  time  the  excesses  of  the 
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troops  9  the  injustioe  of  the  Austrian  gover- 
nors and  the  usoipations  of  the  bishop  of  Coire, 
knew  no  bounds* 

The  king  of  France,  however,  awakened 
fiom  his  former  indifference,  at  length  conclu- 
ded a  treaty  with  the  Pope,  Venice  and  Sa- 
voy; (1623)  for  he  could  not  view  without 
alarm  the  easy  communication  the  Austrians 
possessed  by  the  RhetianAlps  into  Italy,  nor 
be  blind  to  the  preponderating  power  they  might 
gain  in  that  country.  When  the  sovereigns  of 
Austria  and  Spain  heard  of  the  preparations  of 
Prance,  they  immediately  accepted  the  propo- 
sition which  the  pope  had  made,  of  provisio- 
nally occupying  the  ValteUne,  Chiavenna  and 
Bormio,  till  the  affair  between  the  monarchs 
should  be  brought  to  a  termination* 

But  the  king  of  France,  who  feit  grtotly 
dissatisfied  with  fliis  ammgement,  despatched 
an  army  through  SwitMriand  into  the  Orisons. 
(1804.)  Bern  and  Zurich  granted  a  passage 
to  his  troops,  the  van-guard  of  which,  under 
die  eommand  of  the  heroic  Rodolph  of  Salis, 
the  brave  colonel  Jenatsch  and  some  others, 
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was  entirely  composed  of  the  exiled  €hifloiiSi 
Troops  were  also  sent  by  Zurich  and  Ben; 
the  former  under  the  command  nfrnlnnrl.filnhmM^ 
the  latter  under  that  of  the  valiant  Nicholas 
Diesbach;  several  detachments  also  firom  tfce 
Valais  hastened  to  join  the  French  army.  At 
the  approach  of  these  various  bodies  of  troopn^ 
the  whole  country  of  the  Grisons  joyfldly  lleir 
to  arms.  The  garrisons,  together  with  die 
tyrannical 'Austrian  governors,  were  eiepdM 
from  the  league  of  the  Ten  jurisdictions,  (Itttt) 
and  the  counties  of  Chiavenna,  Bormio  and  tko 
Valteline,  reconquered. 

The  league  of  the  Ten  jurisdictions  being 
thus  united  to  the  other  two,  the  Rhetians 
expected  firom  the  friendly  assistance  of  die 
French  to  be  reinstated  in  all  their  former  pos- 
sessions: but  the  intentions  of  the  French  ge-  i 
neral,  count.  CcBuvres,  were  wholly  diffiBmt 
„The  Valteline,  Chiavenna  and  Bormio,"  saii 
he,  „shall  pay  to  you  an  annual  tribute  if 
tS,000  crowns;  but  they  shall  at  the 
time  have  the  right  of  choosing  their  own 
gistrates,  and  be  exempted  from  your  gan^ 
sons  and  governors.^ 
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TbiB  result  grefttly  irritated  the  Grisons, 
more  particularly  when  on  the  5th  of  Hardi 
1686  a  peace  was  concluded  between  the 
kii^  of  France  and  Spain  at  Honzione,  in 
Arragon,  which^  for  the  most  part  confirmed 
fhe  decision  pronounced  by  count  CSceuvres: 
nor  was  it  long  before  the  treaty  was  strictly 
fidilleoL  The  foreign  troops  evacuated  the 
eoontry,  and,  to  guarantee  the  public  safety, 
fine  pope's  troops  enlt&ted.  the  Valteline;  (1627) 
the  empmror  of  Germany,  in  understanding  with 
Spain,  remained  through  all  a  silent  spectator. 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  peace  between 
Vrance  and  Spain  in.l6S9  was  broken,  and  » 
war  rekindled  in  Italy,  the  emperor  marched 
df  an  army  of  40,000  men  into  the  Grisons  so 
suddenly  that  all  resistance  was  impossible. 
One  division  of  the  army  proceeded  into  Lom- 
bardy  in  support  of  the  Spaniards,  whilst  the 
other  remained  in  the  country,  to  keep  an  eye 
on  the  Grisons.  The  league  of  the  Ten  juris- 
dictions and  lower  Engadine  again  became 
subject  to  Austria:  the  emperor's  sword,  in 
fact,  now  gave  law  to  the  whole  Grison  con- 
federacy. 
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The  condition  of  the  people  was  so  wietched 
that  they  abandoned  every  hope  of-  a  better 
fate.    The  passage  and  quarterings  of  foreiga    j 
tro(^  became  more  and  more  firoqnent  aid  j 
onerous.    The  granaries  were  left  unfilled  and  1 
the  stables  without  cattle,    for  the  peasnfi  1 
were  catted  away  to  crastrect  fortiftcatifaasfa  j 
the  soldiers;  added  to  which,  a  eovtagiam  dbk 
order  brt^e  out  which  carried  off  18,000  per- 
sons. The  bishop  of  Coire,  too,  to  render  their 
wretdiedness  complete,  claimed  the  forpeill 
restitution  of  all  that  had  anciently  been  nb* 
jected  or  tributary  to  the  bishc^rick.   •— «  Jos* 
tice  imd  commis^ation  were  no  longer  known 
or  remembered. 


40. 

'-      The  Grisons  preserve  their  liberty. 

1630  —  1640. 

A  nation  has  lost  nothing  so  long  as  it 
preserves  its  ardor  for  fire^om,  and  retains  a 
doe  coidldenoe  in  itself;  for,  as  the  Rhetians 

I    experienced,  the  saving  hand  of  providence 
-will  ever  be  extended  towards  it. 

Whilst  all  wrare  sunk  and  ahnost  overwhel- 
med by  their  heavy  calamities,  a  peace  was 
uneccpectedly  concluded  at  Ch^rasoo  between 
the  emperor  and  the  Frendb,  which  stipulated 

'  diat  the  garrisons  of  the  former  should  enti- 
rely evacuate  the  valleys  of  Rhetia.  This  was 
owing  to  the  difficult  position  the  emperor 
found  himself  in;  for  besides  the  war  in  Grer- 
many  he  was  menaced  with  the  arrival  of  the 

;   king  of  Sweden,  Gustavus  Adolphus,  who  had 

f    embarked  at  the  head  of  his  troops   to  take 
the  fliBld  against  him. 


No  sooner  had  the  Austriaiis  quitted  Iha 
ooantry  and  ihm  intrenchments  been  deiso- 
lished  than  the  people  joyfully  renevred  the 
oath  to  establish  the  ancient  alliance  of  free-' 
dom,  and  raised  an  army  of  6000  men,  nvfeom  i 
they  despatched  to  protect  the  frontiers  of  - 
their  country :  and  as  the  famous  warrior  Henry 
duke  of  Rohan,  envoy  of  the  king  of  Vnmm 
to  the  Swiss  and  Orisons,  arrived  at  this  time 
at  Coire,  (1631)  they  nominated  him  gm^ 
ral,  and  Mitrusted  him  with  very  great  po- 
wers. He  was  no  less  estimable  for  his  ta-  . 
lents  and  principles  than  for  his  warm  attach- 
ment to  the  independant  Orisons.  He  imme- 
diately set  about  fortifying  all  the  narrow  par- 
ses on  the  side  of  Germany  and  the  TynA^ 
obtained  a  reinforcement  of  French  trotqps 
(1632)  and  put  every  thing  into  the  best  pos- 
sible condition  and  defence;  but  as  the  king 
his  master  was  at  peace  with  the  emperor  he 
could  not  comply  with  the  wicdi  of  the  Ori- 
sons to  lead  his  army  into  the  ValteHne.  la  | 
this  manner  two  or  three  years  elapsed,  when, 
on  the  coalition  of  France  and  Sweden  against 
the  emperor,  war  was  again  declared  and  the 


ddce  of  Rdian  was  ordered  by  his  soverei^^ 
to  delay  no  longer  the  accomplbhiiient  of  tb» 
wioheo  of  the  Orisons.  He  aocoidingly  opened 
A'Seeret  uegociation  with  the  reformed  cantona 
of  Bern,  Basle  and  Zurich,  and,  as  was  co&- 
oerted  between  them,  advanced  with  g  fowet^ 
fid  army  through  their  territory,  to  the  great 
discontent  of  the  calhoKc  cantons.  AAer  tra- 
versing the  Rhetian  Alps  he  entered  the  Val- 
laGn.  (1635.)  The  din  of  arms  now  resound- 
ed throughout  the  country  of  the  Grisons, 
8000  of  whom  hastened  to  join  the  artny  and 
partake  in  the  conquest  of  a  territory  formerly 
subject  to  their  role.  Three  other  regiments  9 
IB  the  pay  of  France  were  also  raised  by 
oalonels  Jenatsch,  Florin  and  Peter  Guler. 

.  Several  sanguinary  engagements  soon  took 
place  with  the  Austrians  and  Spaniards  in  the 
valley  of  Chiavenna,  in  the  wild  valley  of  the 
Fredthal,  nearMorbegno  in  the  Valteline,  and 
near  Mazzo  in  the  district  of  Bormio.  Rdian 
and  the  intre^d  Jenatsch)  ever  foremost  in 
battle,  were  every  where  victorious. 

After  so  complete  a  subjugation  the  Gri- 
sons confidently  expected  lo  receive  back  the 


tariitory  tliey  had  formerly  posBeiMd;  but 
various  difitoiltias  were  raised  by  the  Img  if 
FranoO)  who  wished  things  to  remain '  «i  flisd 
by  the   treaty  of  Honsone.     This    deeiSMM 
greaOy  exai^eraled  the  fedings  of  the  Chi-  j 
sons,  but  as  France  was  for  too  powerfhl  Sir  ^ 
them  to  Gontfflid  with,  they  were  ooaqpelM 
to  submit  in  silence;  '  Many  negociatimis  WSM 
set    on    foot    but   all    proved  firoitless   mid  ' 
though  the  people  were  tired  of  having  As 
French  troops   quartered   among  diem  thiy 
could   do    nothing   to    effect   their    removal 
^  The  promises  given  by  Rohan  remained  for  ikd 
V  most  part  unperformed,  though  not  from  any 
fiiult  on  his  part,  as  he  was  bound  by  the  or- 
ders transmitted  by  his  king,  through  Lanior, 
a  man  of  a  haughty  and  impetuous  diarader 
who  had  been  seat  in  quality  of  envoy  It 
Ck>ire.    When  the  Grilton  troops  in  the  pay  sf 
F^ce  threatened  to  leave   the  service'  be- 
cause they  never  regularly  received  their  pay, 
Lanier  indigliantly  exdaimed :  —  „I  wit  plaat 
my  spear  atCmrct-tnd  then  put  my  foot  on  tte 
nodes  of  the  mutinous  leaders." 

The  GriBons  begaA  now  to  delibeiato  en 
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the  positioii  they  were  in.  ,, Austria,"  wtaA 
tfaey,  ^has  def^oiied  us,  and  France  has  be^ 
gailed  us.  Let  our  trust  then  be  in  oursdves, 
and  not  in  any  foreign  pow^."  -^ 

On  the  6di  of  February  1637,  thirty  one 
of  the  most  distingoished  men  of  the  republic 
assembled  at  the  house  of  the  buigomaster 
Meyer,  at  Coire,  where  they  solemniy  swore 
toliaasard  both  life  and  fortune  to  rescue  their 
eiontry  from  a  fordgn  yoke:  they  then  dis- 
persed through  the  different  valleys  to  adopt 
die  necessary  measures  for  the  success  of  their 
eaterprise.  ^ 

.  It .  was  concerted  that  colonel  Jenafsch  fm 
should  negociate  at  Insbruck  with  Austria  for 
Hm  reestablishment  of  their  former  amicable 
idatUms,  and  at  the  same  time,  undw  the 
semblance  of  devoted  friendship,  he  should  lull 
the  duke  of  Rohan  into  perfect  security  and  in^ 
dUEerence.  In  the  meantime  they  clandestinely 
armed  the  Grisons;  the  number  of  French 
troops  in  the  country  were  bdt  few,  and  though 
colonel  Schmid  of  Zurich  still  commanded  the 
pass  of  Luzienstieg,  the  Grisons  had  already 
sent  to  Zurich  to  obtaia  the  order  that  no 


iiofltile  oppoflition  shoold  be  offiNred  to  diaab 
The  duke  however,  who  perceived  die  pop»« 
lar  movements  and  secret  preptratione^  pnn 
ceeded  to  reinforce  his  garrison  who  were  in- 
trenched on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  andLand- 
quart:  but  the  arrival  of  Jenatsch  and  the  spe- 
cious arguments  he  employed  entirely  aHajed 
all  his  i^preheosions.  Suddenly,  however,  the 
people  in  the  mountains  simultaneously  rose,  sod, 
with  Jenatsch  at  the  head  of  six  battaKsM 
composed  of  his  fellow  citizens,  surrw 
ded  the  French  intrenchments  on  the  Rhinsu 
^  Near  Lindau  a  Grerman  detachment,  in  inlellH 
wgence  with  the  Orisons,  was  discovered,  and 
another  force,  composed  of  Spaniards,  was  sta« 
stioned  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  of  Come.  Aohan, 
overpowered  on  all  sides,  was  obliged  tountW" 
take  to  vrithdraw  his  troops  immediately  tnm 
the  Valteline  and  the  Rhetian  territory;  aixsor- 
dingly  mustering  his  force  to  the  number  of 
SOOO  men,  with  marshal  Lecques  at  their  heady 
he  gave  the  necessary  orders  for  evacuating  the 
country  and  passing  the  Rhine.  In  May  107, 
the  duke  of  Rohan  and  marshal  Lecques  todc 
a  friendly  leave  of  the  chie&  of  the  repoUifl; 
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the  latter^  however,  on  peroeiving  colondi  Je- 
nateeh,  tnrned  pale  with  rage,  and  palling  Iho 
trigger  of  a  pistol  he  hdd  in  his  hand,  exdai^ 
mod:  *->  ,,it  is  thos  we  should  take  leave 
-of  a  traitor:"  *—  but  the  pistol  only  flashed  in 
the  pan. 

Two  years  after  diis  ooeorrenee  Jenatsdt 
Wis  assassinated  at  Coire  whilst  at  an  entep* 
iainment  with  several  other  distinguished  ofB* 
een.  Towards  midnight  on  the  S4th  of  Ja- 
miary  1639,  Rodolph  Hanta,  the  son  of  Pom- 
peius,  entered  the  ball-room  with  several  other 
conspirators,  when  a  ball  was  discharged  from 
a  pistol  which  passed  through  the  dieek  of  w 
the  colonel;  he  endeavoured  to  defend  himself 
with  a  candlestick,  but  a  succession  of  blows 
with  axes  soon  terminated  his  life,  and  he 
was  afterwards  interred  with  mibtary  honors 
in  the  cathedraL  Thus  ended  the  career  of  a 
man  who  loved  and  saved  his  country,  but 
who,  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  aims,  did 
not  scruple  to  employ  the  most  base  and  dis- 
honorable means.  Rodolph  Planta,  his  assa»- 
mn,  was  killed  a  year  after,  during  a  popular 
eommotion  in  the  district  of  Bngadiiie. 
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The  Grifloiis,  freed  at  lengA  from  m  fc» 
reign  ydc0  and  again  masters,  of  their  anrial 
posseasions,  addressed  their  snpplicatittit'li 
the  kings  of  France  and  Spain  thai  they  ial{|^ 
be  left  in  the  tranqnil  possession  of  their  cmM 
quests.  A  treaty  of  perpetual  amity  wai  ia  v 
Gonseqnence  concluded  at  Milan  betweeaS^  I 
and  the  Grisons  on  the  3rd  of  September,  IflH^  I 
by  whidi  the  latter  were  fully  e8tabliahei>  ia  I 
their  ancient  rights  in  Bormio,  the  Vabe&M^  I 
and  Chiavenna,  with  the  proviso,  howeiv,  1 
that  the  catholic  should  be  the  sole  and  ei- 
elusive  religion  —  a  condition  which  acooided 
w  perfectly  with  the  desire  of  the  catholic  eoow 
munes  of  the  Grisons. 

A  friendly  intelligence  was  again  establish- 
ed with  Austria  by  the  renewal  of  the  an- 
cient treaties  concluded  at  Feldkirch  on  the 
9th  of  August,  1641.  Fully  occupied  vriSx 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  €rermany,  that 
power  was  satisfied  with  retaining  its  ardent 
rights  in  Engadine  and  the  Ten  jurisdictions. 
Before  the  expiration  of  ten  jrears,  however, 
the  latter,  on  the  payment  of  a  considerable 
sum,  acquired  the  rights  whidi  Austria  had 
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xercised  withio  their  ierritory:  an  example 
rhioh  was  soon  followed  by  the  districts  of 
iwer  Engadine*  So  that,  with  the  exception 
it  simie  trifling  seigniorial  privileges  at  Rhe- 
snps  and  Tarasp,  Austria  from  this  time 
Md  iio  further  possessions  within  the  ooon- 
xy,  and  the  league  of  the  Ten  jurisdictions 
mis  at  length  free  and  independent  like  the 
two  otlier  fthetian  leagues* 

Davos,  as  formerly,  was  declared  the  chief 
plaee  of  the  confederation.  The  opposition  to 
tUs  choice,  however,  by  colonel  Peter  Guler 
uid  some  other  influential  men^  gave  rise  to 
iudi  violent  party-*con  tests  that  the  interven- 
ioii  of  Zurich ,  Bern  kni  Glaros  was  neces- 
arf  to  prevent  more  f^oos  results.  But  the 
wird  pronounced  by  John  Henry  Waser,  the 
leorder  of  Zurich,  established  Davos  in  its 
OTMor  honors  as  the  seat  of  the  diet,  the  do- 
90ilory  of  the  banners  and  archives,  and  in 
B  exclusive  right  of  decting  the  standard- 
Mver. 
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Disorders  within  the  ConfederatioA 
ring  the  thirty  years  war  in  Gremuuiy. 
Independance  of  Switzerland  estahlisbeil 
in  relation  to  the  German  empire . 

1618  -  1648. 

r 
■  ■       -         ■    ■ 

The  feuds  and  hostile  expeditions  cf  As 
GrisoDS  had  engendered  much  alann  in  the 
tdwns  and  provinces  of  Switzerland^  and  hi 
to  numerous  discussions  in  the  diets  and  000- 
cils,  as  well  as  outlays  of  money  in  emhsk 
sies  and  military  expeditions;  but  it  had  betf 
unproductive  <tf  any  heroic  action  on  the  firt 
of  the  Swiss  worthy  of  their  ancient  gbf)<| 
or  conducive    to    the    independance  of  Oni 
Rhetian  allies.  This  however  was  attributabb 
rather  to  the  internal  state  of  the  cantons  them- 
selves,  which  were  no  less  torn  by  divisiotf 
than  the  Grrisons;  for  as  soon  as  the  reformed 
cantons  proposed  to  aid  their  allies  they  weit 
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led  by  the  catholic  cantons,  and  when  the 
vrished  to  undertake  any  active  measures 
were  prevented  by  the  reformists.  The 
sided  with  Spaiu  and  Austria,  the 
with  France  and  Venice,  and  each  ac- 
bribes  from  that  power  whose  particu^ 
it  had  embraced,  concluding  treaties 
if.it  and  raising  troops  to  fight  under  ita 
By  these  means  a  few  individuals  grew 
fdai  and  wealthy,  whilst  the  far  greater 
tat  were  impoverished  and  left  destitute, 
la  joint  bailliages,  where  the  government 
shared  in  common  by  the  catholics  and 
kdsts,  (be  same  harassing  animosities  pre- 
i  as  before;  for,  notwithstanding  the  civil 
religious  peace  which  had  ensured  to  both 
BS  an  equality  of  rights,  the  respective 
mors  seized  every  opportuoity  of  annoying 
r  who  professed  a  different  creed  to  Lhemr 
0.  Iq  Thurgau  and  the  Hhciathal  th» 
f  cantons  were  engaged  in  discussing  tho 
ioBj  whether  a  majority  of  votes  in  reli< 
I  matters  was  equally  valid  as  in  civil  and 
IdsI  questions.  The  clergy,  as  on  most 
ocoasious,  in  order  to   eucrease  the  di- 


i 


404 


vision  which  prevailed,  took  a  ptrt  §lm1n 
this.    The  bishop  of  Basle,  supported  bf  In 
emperor,  so  long  as  the  latter  was  victohM 
in  Germany,  required  from  the  towns  of  WH^ 
haosen  «nd  Basle  the  restitution  of  all  diefiv^, 
perty  which    had   formerly    belM^ed  l»  Ul 
bishopridK,  but  of  which  he  liad  leng  mam 
been  d^nrived ;  whSe  die  abbot  of  St'-Chdl  M 
daim  to  numerous  privileges  in  Thmgaa  aai 
the  Rbeinthal,  which  he  could  not  jnstlf 
blish.    The  abbot  of  fiinsiedeln  too^ 
his  right  to  receive  tribute  from  the  tturioa  of 
Schwyz,  whilst  the  Abbot  of  Fisbhingei  ftnft* 
ed  the  demgn  of  erecting  a  catholic  altar  in 
a  reformed  church  at  Lustorf.    Eadi  of  tliist 
qiiritual   lords    always  found  suj^porlen  md 
opponents,  and  more  than  once  dvil  war  aglia 
threatened  to  arm,  with  its  murderous  aworij 
one  Swiss  against  another.     The  fear  of  fl>- 
reign  pow^9  alone  arrested  their   arm.     Al 
this  time  a  long  and  devastating '  war  was  ra^ 
ging  in  Germany :  it  had  first  commenced  ii 
Bohemia,  in  161^  whence  it  spread  amongst 
the  catholics  and  protestants  throughout  Ger- 
many, till  at  last  it  involved  in  one  common 
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fBiii,  Swadflo,  Italy,  Spain,  Hungary  and  France. 
XboQi^ '  undertaken  at  flmt  in  the  cause  of  re- 
ligion) it  was  soon  converted  into  a  war  of 
IHNiqiMBt  Hence  sometimes'  the  Venetian  and 
Wxeoicky  at  other  times  the  Spaniards  and  Au* 
afaianB,  were  so  eager  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
019  flMontain-passes  of  Rhetia,  or  to  obtain 
the  aaristance  of  the  confedwates* 

The  armies  of  the  belligerent  powers,  in 
pufgging  each  other  from  one  field  of  battle  to 
mother  within  the  territories  of  Germany,  of- 
taa  found  themselves  engaged  close  to  the 
fiNMitiers  of  Switzerland;  but  the  confederates, 
aware  of  their  internal  divisions  and  weakness, 
eanAdly  avoided  adding  to  the  calamities  they 
fliaady  suffered,  Aat  of  seeing  a  foreign  sword 
«lpuo  drawn  within  their  Valley&  They  there-* 
fute  wisely  maintained  the  strictest  neutral- 
ly, and  succeeded  in  preserving  the  inviola- 
bility of  their  territory;  but  their  internal  dis- 
onion  was  so  great  as  frequently  to  neutra- 
liae  the  efforts  of  each  other  in  the  just  de- 
ionon  of  their  own  states-  Thus,  when  the  sa- 
flsty  of  M uhlhausen  was  endangered  by  the 
^fonfjiMiai  passage  of   Swedish  and   imperial 
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troops,  Zurich  and  Bern  sent  off  troops  tkM 
for  its  defence  in  1682^  but  when  the  Benwsa 
attempted  to  pass  through  the  defiUo  of 
Soleure,  the  guard  stationed  there  reftisod  tbtm 
an  entrance  and  summoned  all  to  arms  bj 
ringing  the  tocsin.  The  governors,  PhifipRoH 
of  Bechburg  and  Ursus  Brunner  of  Falkeii8l«i% 
together  with  captain  Sun,  surrounded  the  B»- 
nese  troops,  fired  on  them  and  attacked  Aea 
sabre  in  hand,  killing  many  and  disarming  flte 
rest*  Soleure  was  indeed  forced  to  make  oh 
pie  reparation  for  the  outrage,  while  sevvnl 
of  the  actors  engaged  in  it  were  sentenced  to 
death  or  exile;  but  the  mutual  hatred  and  dis* 
trust  was  still  unallayed*  —  At  another  time 
when  the  Swedish  general,  Horn,  (1838)  will 
a  view  of  surprising  the  Austrian  town  of  Cea- 
stance,  forced  his  way  through  the  town  af 
Stein  in  Hegau,  subject  to  Zurich,  the  Swiv 
catholics  reproached  the  reformists  with  haviag 
jfiivoured  the  Swedes  to  the  detriment  of  Ae 
emperor.  Under  pretext  of  a  similar  right,  Uri, 
Schwys,  Unterwalden  and  Zug  despatched 
5000  men  towards  the  lake  of  Constance ;  Vfm 
i^ch  Zurich  immediately  took  up  arms,  thraal- 
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» join  the  Swedes  if  the  eatholic  can* 
de  oommon  cause  with  the  AustriansL 
enrndwable  difficulty   peace  howevw 
lin  irestored. 
oug  after  this  the  neutrality  of  Switser-* 

8  violated  by  the  Austrians,  near  Schaf- 
as  it  had  already  been  by  the  Swedes 
.  The  people  on  this  occasion  took  up 
1  advanced  to  oppose  them  in  conjunction 
He  Zurich  troops  fromThurgau;  but  it 
late,  and  their  force  was  too  insignift- 
1  disunited.  The  villages  of  Bargen, 
Beggingen,  Barzheim  and  Schleitheim 
indered  and  burnt  by  the  soldiers.  The 
sasantry  engaged  the  plunderers  with 
ry  and  despatched  great  numbers  of 
ut  the  terrified  government  of  Schaf- 
contented  itself  with  interchanging  a 
srs  with  the  Austrian  genoaL 

ke  manner  the  troops  of  Austria  and 
idisciplined  bands  repeatedly  oveiran 
ndered  the  territory  of  the  town  of 
espisiug  the  feeble  measures  undertfr* 
the  confederates,  who  as  they  were 

9  of    protecting   their    ovra  territory 
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were  still  lee»  able  to  defend  Oat  of  theit^l- 
lies.  They  abandoned  the  imperial  town  of 
Rothweil  in  Swabia,  their  ally,  becausa  U  lad 
received  an  Austrian  garrison  with  th«  itusy 
of  resisting  the  Swedes.  So  also  when  the 
French  and  SwediBS  violated  by  tons  the 
acknowledged  neutrality  of  upper  BnigOBdjf, 
by  which  their  hereditary  allianoe  with  Au- 
stria was  broken,  the  confederates,  instead  if 
their  swords,  opposed  to  the  arms  of  thdr 
enemies  only  obseguioos  ambassadora  with 
supplicatory  letters,  as  they  had  befim  daw 
in  1638  when  duke  Bernard  of  Wehnar  en^ 
camped  with  the  Swedes  within  the  bishopris 
of  Basle,  and  continued,  in  spite  of  their  it* 
monstrances,  to  oppress  and  drain  the  wretshsd 
people  as  long  as  he  thought  fit. 

It  is  true  much  discussion  took  place  ia 
the  diets  on  the  necessity  of  having  a  paa- 
manent  force  on  the  frontiers  to  preserve  the 
inviolability  of  Switzerland,  and  to  keep  Wf 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  their  country  with 
arms  rather  than  with  paper;  but  the  ceatial 
cantons  contended  that  those  on  the  firontian 
should  protect  themselves,   whilst  others  waie 
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tilliiriirt  at  the  expense  which  a  standing  army 
would  occasion:  all  required  sacrifices  from  the 
JMlfederacy,  but  none  were  willing  to  make 
Hqr.  The  old  noble  Swiss  heart,  which  glowed 
^aatjr  for  its  country,  beat  no  longer.  The  am* 
iMBsadors  of  foreign  powers  did  not  fail,  as 
to  take  a  leading  part  in  these  dissen* 
and  to  give  birth  to  various  factions. 
■vM  on  matters  the  most  clear  and  equitable, 
«r  'in  themselves  unimportant,  the  confederates 
ifead  ^sddom  the  courage  to  resist  these  formgn 
JHivoyB.  » 

-*■•  In  1642  the  French  ambassador  happening 
ln^'pass  through  Mellingen,  a  small  town  on 
1Mb  Reuss,  some  of  his  attendants  had  a  dis- 
f«le  with  the  towns^people,  about  the  bridge- 
tolls,  which  ended  in  the  lattei's  arming  them- 
•Mves  and  shutting  their  gates.  To  appease 
tte  offended  pride  of  the  ambassador  it  was 
Ml  sufBcient  that  the  diet  ordered  the  presi- 
&&atj  the  town-clerk  and  the  toll-keeper  to  So- 
tove,  to  ask  pardon  on  their  knees,  and  to  r^ 
tvm  the  twelve  batzen,  (about  18  pence)  tihey 
hid  demanded,  but  at  the  instance  of  the  anh- 
basiador,  the  diet  was  obliged  to  imprison-tfaem 
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at  Baden  till  his  indignation  was  sqIBimI^ 
appeased. 

These  numerous  disputes,  disordeis  mi 
military  preparations,  soon  impoverished 
of  the  governments,  and  to  supply  the 
of  money,  they  were  obliged  to  levy  addilio- 
ual  taxes  and  imposts*  The  council  of  Bob 
(1641)  having  laid  a  tax  on  property,  of  mi 
livre  per  thousand,  without  determining  forkmr 
long  a  period,  the  peasantry  took  alarm,  bdi^ 
ving  it  was  intended  as  a  perpetual  one.  la 
Aargau  and  Emmenthal  they  openly  doolared 
against  it,  and  every  effort  to  dispel  their  sns- 
picions  was  in  vain.  The  council  of  Bern  hii 
recourse  therefore  to  forcible  measures  and  caa* 
sed  the  principal  opposcrs  of  the  new-tax  to 
be  imprisoned. 

This  severity  excited  so  great  a  fnnw 
tation  among  the  people  of  the  Elmmenthal,  thtf 
the  government  found  it  necessary  to  estabU 
garrisons  at  Bern,  Thun,  Burgdorf  and  Lav- 
burg*  The  malcontents  assembled  at  l<angW| 
to  deliberate  on  ulterior  measures,  when  tin 
timely  and  amicable  interference  of  the  dqpt* 
ties  from  the  diet  led  to  the  restoratim  tf . 
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inillity,  and  the  tax  was  submitted  to*  Bern 
ayed  great  magnanimity  on  the  occasion, 
lising  not  only  to  abolish  the  objectionable 
but  also  to  reform  every  abuse  of  which 
people  had  to  complain, 
ioou  after  this,  (1645)  disturbances  of  a* 
lar  nature  broke  out  also  in  Zurich,  where 
mqierty-tax  had  likewise  been  imposed; 
the  prudent  and  lenient  measures  adopted 
ke  government  so  effectually  pacified  the 
contents  that  they  supplicated  forgiveness 
their  disobedience. 

In  Knonau  and  Wedenschwyl,  however, 
people  persisted  in  their  refractory  spurit, 
atoning  to  make  hostile  resistance,  and  treat- 
the  magistrates  with  marked  and  insolent 
Bspect.  Garrisons  were  despatched  to  these 

communes,  the  people  were  disarmed, 
men,  women  and  children  made  to  implore 
iveness  on  their  knees  in  the  midst  of  the 
pe,  whilst  seven  of  the!  ringleaders  were 
eaded.     Wedenschwyl  was  sentenced  to 

a  fine  of  26,163  florins,  and  Knonau  12,17a 
ih  were  the  results  of  this  revolt. 
At  this  time  Switzerland  was  ovemiD  hj 
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vagabonds  from  different  conntrias,  putfentarif 
from  Italy  and  Germany,  then  the  mM  #f 
warfore*    These  deserters  and  mauraudeis  jOt' 
cited  the  people  against  the  govermiieiil^  k 
order  to  insinuate  themselves  among  dm  paa- 
santry,  or  to  profit  from  the  disturbanoes  ^Mj 
might  occasion.    The  number  of  these  flli«g|^ 
lers  was  so  great,  that  in  1639  a  hmidredirtte 
reckoned  in   one  day  At  Schwyz,  and  m  lib 
county  of  Baden  6370.    The  country 
90  unsafe,    that  the  severest  meassres 
necessary  to  be  taken  against  them.  In 
garten  no  less  than  236  criminals  were  con- 
demned to  death  in  the  course  of  one  yw. 
These  rigorous  proceedings  strudc  such  Mril 
into  the   vagabond  hordes  that  they  cutiajy 
quitted  the  country.  '  • 

But  the  peace  which  was  at  length  eo^ 
eluded  between  the  great  powers  of  EunfC) 
after  a  war  of  thirty  years,  was  more  beaii- 
ciafl  to  Switzerland  thaii  the  inflexible  swmi 
of  justice.  While  the  treaty  for  this  peaoe 
was  under  negotiation  at  Munster  and 
bruck  in  Westphalia,  the  confederates 
thither  tfieir  ambassador,   the  buigomastar  tf 
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Bade,  John  Rudolf  Wettstein,  who  supported 
ike  interests  of  the  confederacy  with  great 
urisdom  and  firmness* 

111  Germany,  the  Swiss  were  still  considered 
«sf  dependant  on  the  empire,  and  the  impenri 
chamber  had  even  delivered  judgment  against 
Ae>  confederates,  instead  of  leaving  the  deci- 
sion to  the  tribunals  of  their  own  country;  but 
dke  burgomaster  Wettstein  manfully  declared 
i|(\l0  be  the  firm  and  unanimous  resolve  of  the 
•fjllifederates,  to  assert  and  maintain  their  ab^. 
lUlite  independance  of  the  German  empire. 
ji-*By  the  treaty  of  Westphalia,  concluded  oi^ 

-  14tfa  of  October  1648,  the  sovereigns  for- 
.recognized  the  independance  of  the  Swiss 
deration,  and  the  exclusive  right  of  legis«* 

^  in  its  own  affairs. 

1*'  - 
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Revolt  of  tbe  peasantry  in  the  caiiMl{ 
of  Luceniy  Bera,  Soleure  and  B«kt.t 

1648  -  1655. 

It  was  highly  gratirying  to  the  £ftV 
governments  to  observe,  that  the  empori^ 
his  letters  no  longer  styled  them  — •  ,jMiW 
and  faithful  allies  of  ourself  and  empire,^  W 
addressed  them  as  ,,  worshipful,  steadfaist,  tl^ 
norable  and  specially  beloved."  The  SliHi 
indeed,  would  now  have  been  a  happy  peojn 
had  they  only  been  united  amongst  theatfr 
ves;  but  the  religious  hatred  between  caiv' 
lies  and  reformists  had  never  ceased^  aoi^ 
this  old  source  of  trouble  was  soon  addrf  > 
new  one. 

Great  discontent  prevailed  at  this  t^ 
amongst  the  country-people  who,  in  several ' 
the  valleys ,  lived  still  in  a  state  of  vassal 
or  at  least  had  all  the  ancient  burdens  of  ^ 
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to  endure*    As  soon  as  they  saw  how 

the  people  of  Schwyz ,  Uri  and  Unterwaldea 

had  succeeded  in  liberating  themselves  from 

all  laws  but  those  of  their  own  imposing,  and 

that  they  submitted  to  no  taxation  which  did 

not  emanate  from  themselves,  they  could  not 

,    but  deplore  their  own  slavish  condition,  as  tri- 

kotaiy  subjects  of  the^  citizens,  with  no  chance 

>    of  redemption,  and  the  necessity  they  wore 

c   jnder  of  paying   contributions   and  taxes  to 


they  had  not  consented,  and  submitting 

;  p  laws  which  were  enacted  without  any  re- 

Jird  to  their  wants.    But  it  was  still  more 

j[oading  to  their  feelings  to  see  themselves  ol^ 

jllfd  slavishly  to  obey  the  avaricious  function 

^;  jpiries  and  imperious  governors,  who,  for  the 

jjltet  trivial  o£fences,   sentenced  them  to  cor- 

l"  jfonl  punishment,  imprisonment,  or,  as  often 

l^pened,  reduced  them  to  beggary,   by  the 

.  lumds  of  extorsive  bailiff  and  the  infliction  of 

I    arbitrary  finesu    Their  complaints  against  their 

:    4rfBcial  oppressors  were  not  only  of  no  avail, 

but  .were  often  attended  with  serious  conse- 

.foences  to  themselves,  for  the  various,  offices 

if  the  public  administration  were  generaUy  fiU 
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led  by  the  relatives  of  the  governom.  Ike 
dq^Qty-goveraors,  the  registrturs,  all  dowB-l# 
door-keepers,  seemed  to  think  that^  beeana 
being  citizens,  they  might  chastise  the  pcasiM 
with  impunity  whenever  he  opposed  theirwiU 
Bat  as  the  evil  was  not  every  where  afihB 
intolerable  —  for  some  of  these  offieia!  ttoh 
lionaries  were  just  and  upright  men  •—  thi^p 
continued  for  some  time  quiet. 

When  however  in  the  month  of  Aq0I^ 
165S,  the  government  of  Bern ,  with  a'viiMr 
of  ameliorating  the  coinage  of  their  canlMt 
prohibited  the  circulation  of  the  small  ndtfSf 
of  tiie  others  and  reduced  the  standard  of  flM . 
own  batzen  to  one  hidf  of  its  former  valneji  4 
general    feeling    of    dissatisfaction    prevaflti 
imiongst  the  people;  for  those  who  thoii|^ 
themselves   worth   ten  batzen  possessed  M 
five;  hence  the  poor  were  much  greater  aaf»f 
rers  than  the  rich.    The  people  assembled  m 
the  villages  9   every  one  adding  \o  the  goMlil 
grievance  his  own  individual  one.    One  had  It 
complain  of  the  governor,  another  of  the  dooD* 
keeper,   some  of  the  price  of  salt,   others  of 
that  of  powder;  other  complaints  were  raised 
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tiiist  the  tax  oa    the   cxportatioo  of  < 
L  the  iojusUce  of  incorporated  trades,  t 
tresnreness  of  bond-service,  and  the  iurrii 
of  their  ancient  rights.    The  more  I 
>plfi  discussed   their    grievances,   the   : 
ic  minds  were  inflamed.    The  | 

eeni  having  in  like  manner  dinunishc 
lae  of  the  balzen,  the  communes  of  Ent-  , 
sent  deputies  to  the  town,  requesting  ', 
ley  would  either  leave  the  coinage  *t  ■ 
liginal  standard,  or  receive,  instead  of  | 
Dots  in  money,  the  products  of  the  soiL 
trece,  however,  so  ill  received,  that  they 
retraced  their  steps  homewards,  full  of 
B8  and  homiliation.  Tliis  proceeding  lughly 
led  the  people,  who  vented  their  indig- 
I  by  attacking  the  bailiffs  and  loading 
:  with  insults  whenever  they  presented 
Klves  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties> 
his  the  president,  Dulliker,  repaired  in 
n  to  Entlibuch  (February  1653),  accoin- 
id  by  the  principal  members  of  the  go- 
Bent  And  the  church,  to  remonstrate  with 
nore  reflecting  part  of  the  inhabitaots  on 
impropriety  of  their  prooeedings^  The 
]8*« 
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people  now  cdleeted  together  fipttn  erery  vl- 
lage,  armed  with  pikes  and  dobs,  and  advift* 
eed  in  martial  array,  preceded  by  a  white  be- 
tter, followed  by  three  young  men  blowing  dw 
Alpine  horn;  then  came  the  chief  men  rf  di0 
commune,  who  were  succeeded  by  three  adMa 
in  the  ancient  Swiss  costume,  as  reproNDla- 
tives  of  the  heroes  of  Grutli;  and  lastly  Ikv 
entire  armed  foi^ce  consisting  of  1400  man.  Ib 
this  order  the  procession  reached  the  viltafe 
where  the  deputies  from  the  town  wen  ai- 
sembled.  Tumultuous  cries  were  now  uttm' 
against  the  lowering  the  standard  of  valoe  in 
the  coinage,  against  the  toil  established  it 
Wollhauseo,  against  the  high  interest  of  moaqf^ 
against  the  fines  levied  by  the  govemors,  ni 
the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  wine-gaugers,  wA 
numerous  other  grievances*  As  these  eiB* 
plaints  were  accompanied  by  threatening  ni 
insulting  language  the  deputies  found  thi 
selves  unable  to  propose  anything  to  the 
tous  crowd;  they  therefore  returned  to  tte 
town.  Meanwhile  the  peasants  held  regito 
meetings,  established  pickets,  searched  tiaval* 
len,  and  incited  their  tneigbbours,  the 
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Bake  common  cause  with  them,  whilst  the 
bailliages  of  the  district  ratified  by  oath 
illiance  which  they  formed  at  Wollhanseo. 
fhe  aflfair  haviDg  assumed  so  serious  an  as-*- 
t^  the  six  catholic  cantons  despatched  de- 
les to  act  as  mediators:  but  when  they  met 
dqimties  of  the  ten  communes  at  Willisau, 
id  presented  them  a  paper  containing  twenty 
im  articles  of  compliant,  the  assembled  pea^ 
t8  renewed  the  tumult,  made  the  deputies 
Kmers,  and  placed  them  under  a  guard, 
k  possession  of  the  principal  avenues  leading 
9ie  town,  and  threatened  to  attack  Lucem. 
tar  hundred  men  from  the  small  cantons 
:e  immediately  marched  off  to  garrison  and 
!ect  the  town,  Zurich  and  Bern  likewise 
le  hostile  preparations.  This  intimidated  the 
santry  of  the  ten  communes;  they  set  the 
ttties  at  liberty,  nay  even  begged  them 
Qtercede  in  their  behalf:  tiiis  they  agreed 
lo,  and^en  the  19th  of  Hardi  the  foUow^ 
eqmtable  judgment  was  pronounced*  „The 
eminent  shall  preserve  its  sovereignty  and 
siibjects  their  rights ;  the  rate  of  excise  m 
B8  shall  every  Where  be  the  sane,  asd  the 
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presidenl  of  *Willi8an   shall    be  chosen  «l|   ^| 
from  among  its  own  citizens;    appeals  ta 
EntUbudi    to   the    tribunals  of  Lucem  ifal 
only  be  made  in  causes  of  above  100  flflriai; 
the  alliance  of  the  ten  bailliages  of  WoDhHK 
sen  is  to  be  abrogated  and  all  such  asBOCiiH 
ti()ps  shall  be  prohibited  under  severe  penallitfy 
finally  no  claims  are  to  be  allowed  as  to  fm 
indemnification  for  the  expenses  resulting  «F 
the  present  contest" 

At  the  moment  when  all  was  thoo|^  i^ 
be  amicably  settled  the  storm  burst  forth  aaMT 
in  the  canton  of  Bern,  from  Thun  to  the  t/nm 
of  Brugg*  For  when  the  government  summffiwA 
the  peasants  of  this  country  to  march  agaioi^ 
those  of  Lucem,  they  unanimously  exdained^ 
)^o,  we  will  not  march  against  our  brethnOf 
we  have  also  as  many  causes  of  com^iii^ 
aa  they;"  and  the  villages  offered  one  soei^ 
of  tumult  and  confusion;   none  would  obqTy 
every  one  wished  to  command.  The  tow]D8  d 
Thun,  Aarburg,  Zofingen,  Aarau,  Bmggao^ 
Lenzburg,  were  the  only  ones  in  whidi  trai' 
quillity  was  preserved:  the  country-deigy  al^ 
remained  faithfiil  to  the  government 
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Bern  having  immediately  entreated  the  in- 
Uiferpiice .  of  the  confederation^  to  qnell  the 
fi^olty  the  people  of  Schafhauscn^  Bade  an^^ 
M nhlhausen  sent  off  troops  to  their  assistanca^ 
But  Zuridi  and  Luoera  thought  that  amicable 
and  conciliatory  measures  should  be  employed 
This  the  government  of  Bern  at  length  con- 
sented to,  but  before  the  parties  had  come  io 
aa  onderstanding,  the  troops  of  Schafhausm 
Iiad  entered  the  territory  of  Bern  near  Brugge 
wd  those  of  Basle  and  Muhlhausen  near 
Aarau*  This  proceeding  provoked  the  people 
of  Aargau;  a  general  appeal  to  arms  throoghool 
the  county  of  Lenzburg  ensued,  and  the  tro<^ 
qf  Schaf  hausen  were,  ordered  back,  while  those 
eC  Basle  and  Muhlhausen  left  Aarau  and  re- 
lired  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Aar  in  the  bail- 
Jfaiges  of  Biberstein  and  Schenkenberg*  .Bat 
iMre  also  the  people  had  risen  in  arms,  and 
,  the  popular  movement  soon  spread  far  into  the 
emton  of  Soleure,  so  that  the  troops  of  Basle 
and  Muhlhausen  were  forced  again  to  retSre. 
At  Erlisbach  the  peasants  of  Soleure  and 
Aargau,  in  arms,  formed  a  passage  through 
which  they  passed  on  their  homeward  relieali 
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The  taimilt  now  readied  an  alarming  height; 
general  assemblies  were  held  by  the  peasmls 
:^9lt  Langenthal;  they  besieged  the  oastleB  rf 
^the  governors,  sent  deputies  to  the  govenmiat 
at  Bern,  and  even  secretly  applied  for  bmgt 
assistance  to  the  French  ambassador  La  Bardfi. 
This  step,  however,  was  fatal  to  their  caiM^ 
for  the  French  ambassador  having  beCrajfri 
them,  many  of  the  most  worthy  men  abandiMd 
the  cause,  since  they  could  contemplate  caDiig 
foreigners  into  their  country. 

In  the  meantime  deputies  firom  six  re- 
formed cantons  arrived  at  Bern  to  endeavoar 
to  settle  amicably  the  contest  between  the  ga* 
vemment  and  its  subjects.  The  commona 
also  sent  deputies,  and  it  was  resolved  diit 
the  trade  in  salt  should  continue  in  the  handi 
of  the  government,  but  that  the  citizens  shoaM 
have  the  right  of  buying  what  they  wanted 
for  their  own  use  whore  they  thought  fit ;  that 
the  tax  on  the  expwtation  of  com,  and  Aa 
■obligation  of  belonging  to  a  fraternity  or  goiUl 
should  be  abolished;  that  the  batzen  shoaM 
remain  at  its  lowered  standard,  but  that  bodi 
eapitals  and  interest  should  be  paid  at  a  nibb 


ODOeeduif  that  of  1613;  that  sndi  capitals 

MB  ware  well  invested   and  at  good  interatt 

tioiild  not  be  redeemed   before  the  expiratioB 

oT  aiz  years,  and  lastly  that  the  salary  of  the 

apparitors  should  be  lowered  These  and  other 

difBodties  being  thus  equitably  arranged,  the 

^pidies  of  the  communes  demanded  pardon, 

on  their  knees,  of  the  council  of  Bern,  and  all 

appeared  happily  terminated.     Fresh  tumults, 

lio^irever,  broke  out  among  the  country-pec^Io 

u^    the  canton  of  Lucem,  who  declared  they 

^'oold  see  no  crime  in  their  alliance  with  iyoll-< 

'^^UBen,  which  the  decision  of  the  arbitrators 

^^^at  to  establish.    They  therefore  sent  dele* 

iff^tes  to  the  people  of  the  other  cantons  in- 

^ting  them  to  cease  to  be  the  slaves  of  the 

^Mms;  „Iet.  us,"  said  they,  „become  free  like 

^^  people  in  the  small  cantons."    The  people 

^  ^argau  and  Emmenthal  supported  their  views, 

*^fl  inveighed  against  their  own  deputies  for 

"^^"ving  knelt  before  the  council  of  Bern,  and 

^^^^epting  the  treaty  thus  offered.  Many  of  the 

^^ople  in  the  cantons  of  Soleure  and  Basle 

^1%>  made  common  cause  with  those  of  La* 

^^ro,  the  Emmenthal,  and  the  Aargau.  On  the 


4M 


ISdi  of  April  16S8  (hey  held  a  goienl  m 
Bcmbly  at  Sumiswald,    and  elected  NidMhf 
JLmeahergeT:^  a  peasant  of  SdHenhoLs^  for  (Ut 
liead-inagistrate  and  ehirf  of  the  confedeniBj 
of  the  four  cantons  of  Lucern,  Bern,  (kkm 
and  Basle.    They  promulgated  laws  and  lit* 
blished  that  the  people  and  government  flbodA 
mntaally  respect   the  rights    of  each  nflwr; 
that  no  subject  should  take  op  arms  agn^ 
ihe  magistracy,  but  that  if  the  latter  ahatft 
ever  send  troops  against  the  people,  they  ingk^ 
be  repelled  by  force.    They  called  npoa'ii^ 
IBubjects  of  all  the  cantons  to  meet  in  a  goe-^ 
ral  assembly  at  Hutwyl^  at  which  the  i^;fat^ 
and  liberties  of   ail  would  be  canvassed, 
that  every  Swiss  might  become  free  -^ 
appeal  by  no  means  agreable  to  the  mleni  fl^ 
the  towns ;  — <  a  great  and  decisive  moment  wi^ 
now  evidently  approaching. 

As  the  counts  and  barons  had  fiirmeiljr' 
Greed  themselves  from  the  emperor,   and 
quired  the  hereditary  possession  of  their 
tories,  and  as  at  a  later  period  the  great 
of  Switzerland,  favoured  by  fortune  and 
comstance^  bad  freed  themsehres   from 


power  of  these  nobles^  dthw  by  raasom  or 
atnsy  so   the  hitherto   dependant    poasaiitry« 
thought  to  shake  off  the  authority  of  the  townfk 
and  to  assert  their  rights  to  equal  freedom  HP 
tboy  had,   however,   but  ill   calculated  their 
means  of  success. 

These  tumultuous  mobs  were  no  less  de«- 
void  of  that  devoted  loyalty  and  firm  unio% 
diq^layed  by  the  men  of  the  Waldstetten,  than 
of  the  prudence,  strength,  and  reflection  for*, 
iwrly  evinced  by  the  towns.'  They  were,  onr 
the  contrary,  rude  and  uninstructed,  inexpe* 
rie^nced  in  civil  polity,  distrustful  of  each  other 
and  occupied  more  with  their  individual  inter 
rents  than  with  the  common  welfare;  they  lisr 
tened  more  readily  to  the  ravings  of  demago* 
goes  than  to  the  counsels  of  the  prudent  and 
enlightened;  all  wished  to  command,  but  none, 
w^e  willing  to  obey.  Hence  their  disunion 
and  a  readiness  to  plunge  into  every  excess* 
Those  whose  opinions  differed  from  theirs  w&e 
personally  maltreated,  or  menaced  with  bdng^ 
burnt  in  their  dwellings. 

In  the  meantinoie  the  towns  were  busily 
engaged  in  mustering  troops  to  subdue  ttie, 


bete;  kot  with  a  view  of  gainiog  time  Qntf 
opeiied  negodations  with  them.  Bern  and  the 
diet  of  Baden  pursued  a  more  open  coiirse» 
They  held  several  conferences  with  the  depa- 
tation  from  the  rebels;  but  the  tumult  whiob 
reigned  among  them,  their  incessant  contra* 
dictions  and  tergiversation,  rendered  it  impoa- 
sible  to  come  to  any  conclusion. 

After  every  endeavour  at  reconciliation  had 
failed,  Zurich,  as  head  of  the  confederatioi^ 
issued  orders  for  a  general  march  (May  lltb 
16S8.)  The  troops  of  Vaud,  who,  from  their 
difference  of  language,  had  remained  strangers 
to  the  cause  of  the  gcrman  communes,  wore 
assembled  by  Bern,  under  the  command  of  8i- 
gismundofErlach:  his  force  amounted  to  near-* 
ly  10,000  men.  The  catholic  cantons  sent 
about  5000  men,  commanded  by  colonelZweyer, 
and  the  other  confederate  troops  amounting 
to  8000,  were  commanded  by  the  Zurich  ge- 
neral WertmuIIer.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
small  cantons  remained  true  to  the  towns,  and 
defended  their  cause  against  the  insurgents, 
no  less  from  a  love  of  justice  and  good  feeling 
lawards  their  neighbours,  than  because  tliej 
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dieiiiselves  had  bailliages  under  their  mle;  the 
force  they  sent  garrisoned  the  town  of  Looeni^ 

The  rebels  on  their  side  lost  no  timo  in 
taking  np  arms;  they  occupied  the  defilo  of 
Gnmminen  on  the  side  of  Vaod,  and  those  rf 
Windisch  and  M ellingcn  on  the  side  of  Zuridh^ 
and  attacked  by  assault  the  towns  of  Aara% 
Zofingcn  and  Lenzburg.  Their  enterprize,  how- 
ever, failed,  as  they  had  neither  artillery  nor 
a  proper  supply  of  other  arms,  and  were  besides 
without  discipline  or  experienced  leaders,  the 
officers'  posts  having  hitherto  been  exclusively 
filled  by  the  citizens. 

Leuenberger,  the  chief  of  the  revolted  pea- 
santry, Schybi,  Ulrich  Galli  and  olhers  of  the 
principal  insurgents,  seeing  that  serious  mea- 
sures were  taken  to  resist  them,  endeavoured, 
partly  by  defiance,  partly  by  renewed  nego- 
dations,  to  ensure  the  success  of  their  peri- 
loos  enterprise.  Leuenberger,  who  lay  encaia- 
ped  about  a  league  from  Bern,  near  Osjer- 
mondigcn,  where  Iiis  soldiers  plundered  all 
around  them,  again  proposed  to  Bern  an  ami- 
Gable  adjustment  of  their  quarrel,  and  the  dty- 
Moneili  to  avoid  ttoneoeasary  bloodshed,  a»» 


tiudly  sent  deputies  to  treat  with  the  tAmt^ 
They  ap-eed  to  many  points,  and  even  undi^^ 
took  to  pay  to  the  ooontry-people  50^000  Bne^h 
not  however  as  an  indemnification  for  ik  ef^ 
penses  of  the  war,  but  with  a  view  of  reSir"'-^ 
ing   their   poverty.     The   delegates  from  di^ 
insurgents   now   signed   the   convention  fts^' 
had  once  rejected,   and  promised  subnyniftV 
and  fidelity.  Scarcely,  however,  had  they 
tamed  to  their  camp,  when  all  was  again 
aside;  for  as  the  troops  of  the  confedeitte^^ 
were  still  on  their  march,  the  rebels  nfamct 
to  disperse  until  they  were  ordered  baokti^ 
their  respective  cantons. 


Meanwhile  Wertmuller  and  Zweyer  havin^^ 
united  their  forces  crossed  the   mountain 
Heitersberg  on  their  way  to  Mellingen,  but 
Leuenberg's  request  they  granted  him  anoi 
conference.    He  had,  however,  again  wiiUieiL^^ 
to  the  council  of  Bern,  to  complain  of  the  advanee 
ci  the  troops  of  the  confederation,  while  his 
own  peasants  were  besieging  the   towns  in 
Aargau;   but  seeing  his  army  suddenly  aog^ 
mented  to  SQ,000  men,   by  an  open  appeal  to 
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he  feU  no  longer  tftaid,  deelariog  fluu 
Ite  B^vrwd  fibonld  decide  the  quarreL 

attacks  of  the  rebels  on  Mellingen  and 
i^fen  having  ibeen  unsuccessfiil  they  felt 
^^^rhat  discouraged,  and  again  sent  deputies 
to  tb.^  confederate  council  of  war  at  Hellingen, 
^J^M^^  submission  on  favorable  conditions ;  the 
•^w**^^  however  replied,  ^^it  is  not  for  pea- 
*'**^*  to  prescribe  conditions;  surrender  your 
^  ^^ff  confederacy;  return  to  your  homes,  and 
^  Voor  ringleaders  await  the  sentence  of  their 
■wp^^iors.  On  these  terms  %ve  are  willing  to 
ff**^^  you  peace.** 

^be  deputies  of  the  rebels  from  Bern,  Basle 

^   Soleure,  alarmed   at  this  firm  language, 

^^  the  oath  required  of  them;  those  of  Ln-- 

^^  however,  refused,  excusing  themselves 

"^   pretext  of  being  unempowered  to  do  so. 

*h^  rebels  being  thus  divided  among  themsel- 

T^     WertmuUer  advanced   with  his  troops, 

^'^'^Ust  on  the  other  side,  general  Eriach  mar- 

^*^i  from  Bern  and  Waugen  upon  Langen- 

^^>  "dispersing  on  his  way  a  band  of  SOOO 

'^^^^ants.  On  the  S8th  of  May  he  fell  in  with 

Pidcet  of  six  peasants  armed  with  halberds, 


Hie  fiee  bailliages  were  sentenced  to'fptjr 
10,000  florins,  the  people  of  the  county  oi  Low- 
borg  £0,000,  those  of  Solenre  90^000^  md 
odiers  to  other  soms,  more  or  less  heavy;  Vhe 
chiefe  of  the  rebels,  who  had  escaped  by  tti/jH^ 
were  outlawed  by  the  emperor  Ferdinand  III. 
diroaghoat  the  entire  Roman  empire. 

The  rebels  of  the  canton  of  Lucera,  wb 
h«d  seen  their  iivterests  separated  from  dtfn 
of  tiie  other  cantons  at  Mellingen,  detenniiMd 
on  coming  to  terms  with  their  govemnmli 
and  Uri,  Sdiwyz,  Unterwalden  and  Zog  »- 
dertook  to  act  as  mediators  and  umpires, 
between  the  government  and  its  snbjeds  at 
£kans.  (7th  of  June.)  The  rebels  oF  Entfibndi 
^one  rdiised  to  submit  to  their  decision,  beiag 
secretly  supported  by  certain  citizens  of  Lfr* 
cem,  who  hoped  to  effect  a  change  in  tto 
government  They  were  soon  however  be- 
trayed and  arrested,  and  the  people  of  Bntt- 
bu<)h  were  reduced  to  obedience  by  the  snp^ 
riority  cf  the  force  sent  against  them.  BoA 
were  the  results  of  this  rebdlion:  wiialever 
originates  in  lawlessness,  carries  with  it  iit 
own  ruin. 
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bc^Kg  after  these  troubles  had  ceased,  dif- 
ao^^itt  arose  betwe«i  the  varioos  cantons  as 
i^-~'  defrayment  of  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
0*  .yardcolarly  between  Bern  and  Zurich, 
^^fttween  Solenre  and  Bern.  At  length  all 
)  ^^nanged  m  a  general  diet,  (1854)  and 
tf^^  enacted,  that,  for  the  fiitare,  each  can- 
i  al^eald  defray  the  expenses  of  the  aid  it 
1^  give  to  the  others. 
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War  of  religion.  —  Batde  of  Villmer- 
gen.  —  Revolt  at  Basle.  —  The 

Plague. 

1656  —  1699. 

Scarcely  had  the  quarrel  between  the  can- 
as  concerning  the  war-expenses  been  hap- 
y^^lffteinated,  %vhen  another,  far  more  fiUal, 
Doeeded,  originating  again  in  the  unchristian 
tred  which  existed  between  the  reformists 

d  catholics.    The  clergy  of  both  parties,  in- 
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stead  of  extuaguishing  this  hell-bom  eptiti  of 
dissension,  assidionsly  fanned  it  into  a  ftise 
by  &eir  discourses.  The  govenuiHWIs  M 
already  but  too  many  oaoses  of  divisiaB,  fUh 
ticularly  in  the  conimon  baiHiages  wheie  evoy 
one  aspired  to  domineer  over  the  lesli  All 
oonfidence  was  lost,  far  each  soqpected  tbe 
motives  of  the  other.  ,,It  is  not  for  DOthii^'' 
said  the  catholics,  „that  the  people  of  Bfln 
and  Zurich  fortify  their  towns  and  seek  tbe 
alliance  of  Holland  and  England;  all  this  en 
only  be  levelled  against  us."  The  reforaMi, 
on  the  other  hand,  said:  „It  is  not  for  noCUog 
that  the  catholics  confirm  the  Borromean  al- 
liance, and  renew  their  treaties  with  Savoj 
and  the  bishop  of  Basle,  or  bec(mie  so  bkaSj 
with  the  king  of  Spain;  they  can  aim  it 
nothing  but  our  religion,  in  all  this."  SoA 
was  the  state  of  party-feeling,  when  six  fin 
miUes,  who  resided  at  Arth  in  the  canton  of 
Schwyz  and  who  belonged  to  the  rdbpMi 
religion,  were  compelled  to  seek  their fimktf 
in  flight,  for  their  lives  were  no  longor  safb 
in  Arth.  (1635.)  With  tears  and  entreatiai 
they  applied  to  the  council  of  Zuridi  to  oIh 
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lit  least  protection,  in  t)^  removal  of 
tfieir  property  from  thdr  native .  hom^     The 
eoondl,  toached  witihi  eommis^ation,  ^wrote  to 
Bchwys,  b^ging  them  to  grant  to  the  refit- 
{(ees  the  free  permission  they,  required.  .  This 
i^peal  was  not  only  disregarded  but  a  demand 
Was  made  to  have,  tiie  fogitives  delivered  up. 
Vhe  reformed  oantons,  on  this,  appealed  to 
their  federal  rights;  but  Schwyz  answered:  — 
,,We  are  not  accountable  for  the  administration 
ef  oar  country,,  to  any,   except  to  Qoi  and 
aoBselves."     They  then  confiscated  the  pro* 
party  of  the  fogitives,  imprisoned  their  kins- 
iBm,  who  were  also  of  the  ref6rmed  faith^ 
pqtt  diem  in  irons  or  to  the  torture,  and  even 
Modemned  some  of  them  to  deatiu 
-  i .  Seeing  that  the  diets  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all 
the  admonitions,  entreaties  and  offers  of  media- 
tion of  the  neutral  cantons,  Zuridt-  resolved  to 
have  recourse  to  arms.  Schwjz  and  the  cpthiolic 
ontmi  were  no  less  prompt  in  unforling  their 
staaifiilrAB.    Zurich,  supported  by  Muhlhaujwi 
and  SMmfhausen,   took  the  field  with  IQ^MO  ' 
niMi ;  they  made  themselves  masters  of  the  wljlipi^^ 

of  Thnrgau  and  laid  seige  to  Rapperswyl.  tRie 
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catholic  cantons,  however,  were  aheady  ia 
possession  not  only  of  this  |»lace  but  of  A&ii^ 
Bremgarten  and  Mellingen,  as  well  as  of  Ba- 
den and  the  Bninigberg  on  the  confines  ef 
Bern.  The  Bernese  stationed  some  tro<^  fiir 
the  protection  of  their  territory ,  on  the  Inft- 
tiers  towards  Soleure  and  Unterwalden,  aal 
marched  off  the  rest ,  under  forty  banneis,  to- 
wards Lenzburg  to  the  assistance  of  the  peipk 
of  Zurich. 

The   troops  of  the   reformists,    howenr, 
were  wholly  undisciplined;  they  robbed  aad 
burned  wherever  they  came,  laid  in  muiithe 
convent  of  Rheinau ,  pillaged  the  villages  and 
churches,  and  drove  off  the  cattle.    Anioii|it 
the  Bernese  this  want  of  order  and  disdpfine 
was  so  great  that  they  encamped  in  the  e»- 
vhrons  of  Villmergen  unconcerned  about  Ito 
enemy,  omitting  even  to  reconnoitre  their  po- 
sition, or  to  supply  themselves  with  suffieieil 
ammunition  for  their  artillery;   and   aUhoaf^ 
some  Aargovians   brought   them   intdli|genee 
that  the  enemy  were  posted  near  the  village 
of  Wohlen,  and  raised  an  alarm  in  the  caiapi 
they  disregarded  the  information,   beeaooe  a 
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^  yoong  men  of  Bern  had  ridden  out  and 
ported  there  was  no  danger  to  be  appro- 

Cb  the  height  of  Wohlen,  however,  behind 
h  W(K>d,  4000  men  of  Lucem  were  posted 
A.-ttAascade  under  the  command  of  colonel 
^ffiat.  Instant  orders  were  issued  to  advance^ 
ad -from  the  height,  where  they  were  half 
iMeealed  in  a  hollow  pass,  they  suddenly 
ftted  fire  on  the  Bernese.  (January  14th, 
BL)  The  terror  athd  confusion  among  the 
Meirwere  so  great  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
kj^ikald  form  their  ranks,  and  as  they  found 
Hfir.  ammunition  wholly  out,  after  two  dis- 
Hjiges  of  artillery  they  all  took  to  flight:  ten 
Htional  standards  had  advanced  to  their  sup- 
i^.Init  these  also  joined  in  the  retreat.  Du-* 
ig  the  combat,  colonel  Pfyflfor  received  a  des- 
tohfiromliucern,  with  orders  not  to  commence 
tfiattack,  as  measures  were  in  course  ibr  an 
pioable  arrangement;  but  guessing  the  con- 
I4i'«ff  the  letter,  he  put  it,,  unopened,  into 
i  fi0<&et,  and  continued  in  pursuit  of  tihe 
^iiig  Bernese.  Their  loss  amounted  to  ab^t 
IB  men  kiUed,  besideB  eleven  pieces  of  can* 
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non.  Many  of  the  BeiHese  battalions,  pooled 
on  the  hills  on  both  sides  the  road,  renuuned 
idle  spectators  of  the  disastrous  flight  <tf  their 
countrymen,  because  they  had  recrived  no  or« 
de^  to  act. 

The  troops  of  Aargau,  on  the  contnry, 
seeing  the  discomfiture  of  the  Bernese,  wen 
transported  with  rage  and  would  have  agn 
rushed  upon  the  enemy  and  renewed  the  eoo* 
flict,  had  not  the  Bernese  council  of  war  ftf^ 
bid  them;  it  was,  however,  with  great  tl^ 
culty,  their  impetuous  fiuy  could  be  restnuBd* 
Such  was  the  termination  of  the  battle  dRMU" 
mergen.  During  three  days  the  victors  Iqf 
encamped  on  the  field  of  battle,  celebndi^ 
their  triumph;  they  then  returned  home  loiM 
with  booty,  and  a  few  wecd^s  after  (Feftnmj 
S6th,  1656)  «  truce  was  agreed  on,  m^ 
was  succeeded  by  a  peace.  As  proVisiM 
were  not  permitted  to  enter  into  the  sail 
cantons,  firom  the  distrust  which  the  peipk 
of  Lucem  and  Bern  entertained  of  their  wi 
disaffected  peasantry,  all  were  desirous  to  fit 
an  end  to  a  war,  which,  though  it  luid  laelB' 
but  nine  weeks,  had  cost  Zuridi  alone  laM 


414,000  florins.      The   treaty   of  peace 
■d  every   thing  nearly   on    the  same 
as  before.    In  matters  relatiog  to  reli- 
as  well  as  the  liberty  of  removal  from,  i 
itoii  to  another,  each  canton   was  al-   , 
the  power  of  acting  within  its  own  jit- 
it  thought  proper, 
bad  state  of  the  military  administration 
reformed   cantons  might  have  enable^ 
liolics  to  have  obtained  greater  ad  van- 
bad  their  own  troops  been  better  orga- 
They  laid  all  the  blame  for  not  having 
re  on   colonel  Zweyer  of  Evenhttch| 
of  the  troops  of  Uri,   whom  thoy  { 
gfd  with  having  been   in  understanding 
iheZuriehera  and  Bernese;  of  having  prc:   , 
pd  neu  Etzel   (he  further  pursuit  of  the 
IT}   and  of  raising  the  siege  of  Rappor&r  I 
,  A  monk  of  the  convent  of  Einsicdela  < 
asserted  that  theZuricfaers  had  sent  1400  , 
B  to  tho  colonel,    concealed  in  a  capon. 
[Charge  again  gave  rise   to  contestations  J 
protracted  suits  before  the  diets. 
^ougli  peace  had  been  reestablished  it  did  ' 
^iag   with   it  the   return  of  tranquillity   i 
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The  unfriendly  spirit^  every  where  pnicqiBJ>^> 
was  most  active  in  the  common  baiUi^p^S 
what  was  detrimental  to  one  party  was  a 
of  satisfaction  to  the  other;  and  the  sami 
natic  zeal  which  animated  their  superiofB 
displayed  by  the  common  people:  eveiy Aa 
indeed,  seemed  to  presage  a  renewal  <tf  the 
A  townsman  of  Lucem,   who  had 
engaged  in  enlisting  soldiers  for  the  sarik^^ 
of  Spain,    traversed  the  Thurgan,    Ij 
roads,   on   Whitsunday   (1664),   with 
three  recruits.    On  arriving^  at  the  villifs  €^^ 
liipperswyl  they  entered  the  reformist  ^ffSitW^ 
with  drawn  sabres,  creating  the  utmost  cor*^ 
fusion  and  alarm.    A  woman,  in  the  gteMr^ 
consternation,  escaped  into  the  village  of  Wi^ 
goldingen,   spreading  the  alarm  by  her  OMfe 
for  help;  the  inhabitants  instantly  set  out,  a0d 
attacked  the  recruits,  five  of  whom  were  kilkd, 
others  wounded  and  several  taken  prisonen 
This  event  set  the  parties  of  each  faith  agaii 
in  arms,  and  troops  were  assembled  on  both 
sides.    The  five  catholic  cantons-  immediatdy 
took  possession  of  Kaiserstuhl,  Mellingen  and 
Bremgarten;  diets  were  convoked,  and  nego- 
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dations  opened;  but  nothing  short  of  bloodshed 
eonld  appease  the  catholic  cantons.  On  the 
8th  of  September  1665,  two  men  of  Wigol- 
dingen  i^ere  sentenced  to  death »  by  a  majo- 
rity of  votes,  by  the  sovereign  cantons  ofThur- 
gau ,  notwithstanding  the  touching  appeal '.  for 
mercy  of  the  people  of  Zurich;  and  as  the 
fsommune  of  Wigoldingen  was  condemned  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  this  long  contest,  coUec- 
tions  were  made  by  Zurich  in  every  church 
throughout  the  canton. 

Soon  after  this,  it  was  reported  that  the 
king  of  France  intended  to  erect  Huningen,  a 
place  close  to  Basle,  into  a  strong  fortress,  to 
serve  as  a  defense  for  his  own  territories  and 
a  means  of  defiance  against  the  Swiss.  This 
intelligence  caused  great  uneasiness  to  the  con- 
federates who,  in  1679,  sent  deputies  to  the 
king  at  Paris;  but  their  remonstrances  against 
the  intended  erection  having  proved  abortive, 
fresh  tumultis  broke  out,  particularly  at  Basle, 
where  the  citizens  had  great  complaints  against 
the  lesser  council,  some  of  whose  members 
diey  accused  of  having  been  bribed  by  the 
French.    It  had  doubtless  usurped  an  ondo/e 
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share  of  power  in  the  estaUishment  and 
nistralion  of  the  laws^  which  was  hig^ily 
advantageous  to  the  ooontry:  the  diffiBral 
guilds  were  convened,  and  many  m^ust  trans* 
actions  came  to  light  Those,  who  w^re  fimiMl 
to  have  interfered  in  the  election  of  the  eoon* 
dl,  were  deprived  of  their  dignities,  in^ri- 
soned  or  severely  fined.  The  council  'could 
not  resist  for  the  armed  citizens  set  them  at 
defiance.  Deputies  were  despatched  by  tta 
confederates  (1691)  to  endeavour  to  conpoae 
the  differences.  Numerous  parties  were  foiaNd, 
and  eonsiderable  uproar  and  violence  enfload; 
but  it  would  be  irrelevant  to  enter  into  their 
details.  When,  at  length,  the  arbitrators,  ia 
conjunction  with  the  committee  of  the  senate 
and  citizens,  had  determined  the  respectiie 
jurisdiction  of  the  two  councils,  reformed  die 
abuses  in  the  constitution  and  public  adnmaa* 
tration,  civil  and  judicial,  and  regulated  the 
appointment  of  its  official  servants,  and  wfaea 
the  majority  of  the  burghers  had  taken  the 
oath  of  submission  to  the  laws,  the  publie 
tranquillity,  thus  restored,  was  as  saddeiijr 
and  lamentably  again  broken. 
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John  Fatio  ^  one  of  the  interoessors  on  Uie ' 
part  of  the  citis&ens,  haviog  been  inyirii^ne^ 
on  a  charge  of  acting  in  c^ain  matters  oq 
his  own  authority,  and  without  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  citizens  ^  an  amied  moh, 
distingui3hed  by  wliite  hands  round  their  uim^ 
proceeded  at  night  to  demand  his  liberatioiiv 
The  signal  of  alarm  was  given,  every  loyal 
inhabitant  flew  to  his  post,  and  one  citizen 
advanced  in  arms  against  the  other.  Two  of 
Fatio's  adherents  were  wounded,  and  about 
fifty  others  imprisoned  the  following  morning; 
whilst  an  armed  force,  composed  of  the  pea^ 
gantry,  was  marched  into  the  town  for  the 
maintenance  of  order  and  tranquillity.  A  cri- 
minal tribunal  was  established  for  the  trial  of 
the  authors  of  the  riot,  and  John  Fatio,  John 
MuDer  and  Conrad  Moyses,  in  pursuance  of 
their  sentence,  were  beheaded  in  the  square, 
in  front  of  the  senate-house:  others  were  con- 
demned to  the  galleys,  or  to  perpetual  exile, 
and  some  to  the  payment  of  certain  fines. 

Thus  to  the  strife  concerning  religion  were 
added  numerous  party  and  political  feuds  which 
were  continually  bursting  forth  at  different  pla- 
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oes;  a5  if  Switaseriand  were  nev^  to  be  tt 
peace,  even  when  no  longer  oppressed  by  die  fo- 
reign invaders.  Such  a  state  of  things  broogk 
sorrow  and  affliction  upon  many  famUies  and 
to  encrease  the  general  misery  a  oontagipoi 
disease  broke  out  which  swept  off  great  ana- 
bers,  particularly  at  Basle  and  in  the  Aaigao. 
(1667.)  This  noisome  pestilence,  whidi  ms- 
nifested  itself  chiefly  by  boils  on  the  abdoneo, 
was  probably  induced  by  the  unhealthy  state 
of  the  atmosphere,  the  preceding  winter  havicg 
been  almost  invariably  warm.  The  treef» 
grass,  and  fruits  were  covered  with  venomoi 
worms  and  caterpillars,  and  the  number  <f 
field-  and  water-mice  exceeded  any  thing  erar 
before  witnessed.  This  grievous  calamilj, 
which  continued  for  a  year,  was  at  leogtb 
ended  by  the  setting  in  of  a  severe  wint^. 
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r«BtitUTe  by  the  abbot  of  St.  Gall 
^e  aucient  privileges  enjoyed  by  the 
^^ple  of  Toggenburg,  and  its  results. 

1700  —  1712. 

iThe  independance  the  ancient  Swiss  had 
^ed  of  foreign  powers  they  preserved,  so 
t  as  their  interests  or  their  vanity  did  not 
1  them  to  fear  or  court  those  powers.  As 
g  as  they  prized  their  sacred  birthrights 
re  than  their  life,  they  commanded  the  res- 
it and  admiration  of  eyoy  nation  on  earth* 
t  when  cupidity  and  cowardice  had  set 
dence  higher  than  right,  when  they  could 
.  their  blood  to  serve  the  ambition  of  fo- 
piers,  when  the  chiefs  of  the  country  suffered 
mselves  to  be  bound  in  the  golden  chains 
I  orders  of  princes,  from  that  moment  irrOi- 
able  ruin  burst  upon  the  country.  Every 
[nidation  at  the  hands  of  foreigners  was 
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submitted  tO)  to  secure  petty  honours  ind  t^ 
tinctions  at  home.    The  interests  of  the  iOM- 
ton  were  preferred  to  those  of  (he  confedemf 
and  the  prosperity  of  a  family  was  paiasMMft 
to  that  of  the  canton.    A  meanness  nfgMrii 
in  affairs  of  importance  and  an  affected  gmU 
ness  in  trifles.    Posts  of  honour  were  sn^ 
merely  from  views  of  interest,  and  public  id- 
ces  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  or  given  awiT 
as  a  marriage-portion.  Though  the  Swiss  wm 
called  free,  by  far  the  greater  majority  mn 
wretched  dependents,  with  fewer  libertieBtfcaa 
were  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  of  the  ino8t  ab* 
solute  monarch.    The  nobles  scrupled  not,  by 
turns,  to  employ  cunning  and  force,  to  ■nnihi 
late,  by  degrees,  the  few  remaining  rigUs  if 
the  people,  the  better  to  extend  the  limits  if 
their  own  power. 

This  fact  was  strikingly  exemplifiedin  the  Oise 
of  the  people  of  Toggenburg.  The  conunuiM 
of  this  country  formerly  enjoyed  many  priv^ 
leges,  through  the  favour  of  the  coonls  if 
Toggenburg.  They  were  eligible  to  seats  in 
the  upper  and  lower  tribunals,  pairticipaled  in 
certain  fines  and  sources  of  revenue,  eiyoyad 
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tke  right  of  sitting  in  the  general  or  other 
Mublies,  as  well  as  a  share  in  the  adminis^ 
tratin  of  the  civil  and  military  departments^ 
nor  ixmld  any  one  be  appointed  to  the  office 
«f  gwemor,  unless  chosen  from  among  them- 
selves. 

The  abbot  of  St  Gall,  however,  after  having 
boQfght  from  the  lord  of  Raron  (1468),  for  the 
Mm  of  14,000  florins,  the  rights  which  he  had 
iidieritad  from  the  ancient  counts  of  Toggen- 
hatgj  seemed  desirous  idso  of  obtaining  pos- 
fleasion  of  those  which  he  had  not  purchased, 
and  which  he  had  solemnly  confirmed  to  the 
people.  And  as  the  people  of  Toggenburg  had 
ftnned,  in  1436,  a  defensive  alliance  with  the 
cantons  of  Glarus  and  Schwyz,  so  the  Abbot, 
on  his  part,  concluded  a  special  alliance,  in 
14W,  with  the  same  cantons  for  the  protection 
ef  his  rights:  his  abbey,  also,  being  allied  to 
the  confederation,  and  himself  a  prince  of 
the  holy  empire,  afforded  him  ample  means, 
of  whidi  he  well  knew  how  to  profit,  for  ag- 
grandising his  own  power.  According  as  his 
interests  dictated,  he  opposed  the  emperor  in 
bin  fiiaiity  of  memb^  of  the  confederation,  w 


448 


resisted  the  confederates  as  prince  of  flie  Oh 
pire  and  vassal  of  the  imperial  fhrone  *- 1 
poUcy  which  vastly  promoted  his  projedi. 

He  began  by  calling  into  question  the  tm^ 
dom  of  the  people  of  Toggenburg,  iuif- 
nating  them  his  vassals,  with  a  view  of  fp^ 
dually  accustoming  them  to  this  condition.  (IfilOi) 
He  next  openly  attacked  their  liberties,  a  p»» 
ceeding,  which  led  to  frequent  debates  befam 
the  two  protective  cantons ;  but  as  these  wore 
favourable  to  the  abbot,  it  was'  decided  (18S0) 
that  appeals  from  all  the  tribunals  in  thecmm- 
try  should  lie  to  hinu 

In  1540  he  assumed  the  exclusive  right  of 
electing  the  judges  and  of  appropriating  the 
confiscated  property  of  criminals,  of  appointiiig 
a  foreigner  as  governor,  and  of  administering, 
without  restriction,  the  revenues  of  the  churches 
and  benefices.  He  also  declared  his  exclusive 
right  to  the  products  of  the  chase  and  fisherieSi 
In  1543  he  acquired  the  power  of  nominatiiig 
to  every  church  its  pastor,  of  appointing  tbe 
secretaries  and  apparitors  (1555),  and  of  gran- 
ting the  right  of  citizenship,  (1596).  At  length 
general  assemblies,  as  well  as  all  others,  Trere 
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prohibited  to  the  people,  and  the  whole .  mili- 
tary administratioii  passed  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  the  abbot.  (1654)  He  now  governed 
according  to  hiA  own  will,  permitted  fojrced 
enlistments  for  foreign  service^  filled  eveiy  peat 
with  his  own  creatures,  and  viewed  with  tokr 
ooncem  the  conduct  of  the  magistratcp**  and 
|he  convents,  when,  by  cunning  or  intrigoe, 
they  appropriated  the  best  lands  to  themselves, 
0r  raised  the  public  fines  to  an  enormous 
amount  At  last  one  of  these  abbots,  Leodegar 
Burgisser,  fancying  himself  absolute  ruler  of  the 
country,  issued  orders  for  the  people  to  make^ 
and  keep  in  repair  at -their  own  ea^pense,  a 
aew  road  through  the  forest  of  Hummelwald, 
and  when  the  deputies  firom  the  people  te^ 
^presented  to  him  that  this  would  be  more  one- 
fans  to  the  Toggenburgers  than  their  former 
state  of  villenage  from  which  they  had  already 
twice  redeemed  themselves,  he  inflicted  on 
them  a  fine  of  1540  rixdollars,  required  them 
to  make  a  public  retractation,  and  finally  sen- 
tMiced  them  to  outlawry* 

The  oppressed   Toggenbuigers    now    laid 
their  grievances  before  the  cantons  of  Sdhwys 
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and  Gtarus.  (1701.)    The  latter  heaitUy  qp- 
pathiaed  with  their  wretched  condition;  m 
were  the  Schw]rsers  less  sensible  to  the  i|» 
peat,  although  the  Toggenburg^rs  were  of  fla 
reformed  faith.    „Were  they  even  Toiks  and 
PaganS)"  they  exclaimed  in  the  general  is- 
semUy,  j^as  they  are  our  allies  and  conntiyBMBy 
we  should  help  to  see  justice  done  to  diopi" 
This  bold  language  incensed  the  abbot  so  naflhi 
that  he  became  the  complainant,  appealed  la 
the  confederate  cantons,  alledging    his  ifght 
to  their  protection,  as  a  member  of  the  confiH 
deracy.    This  led   to    numerous  jneetii^  of 
the  diets,  year  after  year.  Zurich,  and  Lnoan, 
which  were  also  bound  in  a  defensive  alliaaait 
with  the  abbot,  took  a  part  in  this  fatal  qaarr 
reL    Many  were  favorable  to  the  Toiggeita^ 
gers  on  account  (^  the  religious  peraecate 
they  had  endured,  while^  on  the  other  haad^ 
the  abbot  had  gained  many  enonies  by  Ua 
recent  alliance  with  the  house  of  Austria,  mti 
by  his  presumption  in  considering  the  oonnlj 
of  Toggenburg  merely  as  a  fief  of  the  enqpe- 
Mr  and  the  empire.    The  longer  the  oonteal 
lastpd,  the  more  complicated  the  affair  natft- 
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rally  became^  till  at  length  the  religioDS  am- 
mosity,  which  formerly  prevailed,  came  to 
mingle  its  venom  with  it 

For  as  Schwys  and  the  catholic  cant<ms 
observed  that  Zurich  and  Bern  sopported  the 
cause  of  the  Toggenburgeiii  from  a  spirit  of 
religion,  and  encouraged  them  to  perseveMr  in 
the  reclamation  of  their  ancient  rights,  S6lvB^y% 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  abbot  of  St;  G«1I, 
and  declared  that  „the  recent  rights  of  the 
abbot,  his  acts  and  signet,  were  of  higher  au- 
thority than  the  obsolete  rights  of  the  people, 
and  that  without  the  previous  consent  of 
Sdiwyz  and  Glarus  no  new  rel^ons  worehip 
etald  be  established  in  Toggenborg.''  All,  this, 
iHiwever,  did  not  in  the  least  intimidate  either 
Enrich  or  Bern,  and  the  Toggenburgers  maiiH 
lained  their  andent  rights.  The  imperial  am- 
bassador now  arrived  with  a  letter  from  his 
master,  in  which  he  laid  claim  to  the  right 
ot  deciding  the  question,  as  the  county  of  Tog- 
genburg  wasf  incontestibly  an  ancient  fief  of 
the  epipire.  Zurich  and  Bern  protested  that 
Toggenburg  was  not  only  situated  within  the 
limita  of  die  confederation,  but  that  the  abbot 
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of  St  Gall  had  himself  for  maigr  jrean  iw^g- 
nized  the  confederates  as  arbitrators.  Th0«- 
voys  from  Holland,  Prussia  and  England,  ilm 
encouraged  the  people  of  Zurich  and  Ben,  It 
resist  the  interference  of  the  oBiperor. 

Seemg  that  Toggenburg,  in  eonsefNMe 
of  this  dispute,  had  become  the  scene  of  tiH 
molt  and  assassination,  and  that  tho  abboC  rf 
St.  Crall  purposely  fomented  divisions  between 
the  catholics  and  the  reformists,  a  respeelsd 
and  enlightened  dtizen  of  Znridi,  named  Nab- 
holz,  endeavoured  by  his  prudent  conneib  lo 
reestablish  order  and  tranquillity ;  but  his  ef- 
forts, unhappily,  proved  unavailing.  The  abbot 
obstinately  persisted  in  defending  all  the  ligbtt 
and  titles  of  his  menaced  power.  The  Tog- 
genburgers,  on  the  other  hand,  setting  at  nang^ 
his  claims  and  authority,  expelled  his  gover- 
nors, delegates,  and  soldiers  from  all  the  eis* 
ties.  The  abbot  now  determined  to  occopy 
with  his  troops  the  bridges,  roads,  and  padis 
within  the  ancient  territory  of  St  Gall ;  this 
was  the  signal  for  an  immediate  appeal  to  arms 
on  the  part  of  the  Toggenburgers,  and  the 
president,  Dorler  of  Lucem,  the  abbof  s  firmest 


fifiend,  summoned  the  catholic  cantons  to  imite 
in  repressing  the  sedition.  Wilbiding^  presi^ 
ident  of  Bern,  in  like  manner,  appealed  to  the 
reformed  cantons  to  dedde  the  affidr  instantly 
with  the  sword,  since  the  ancient  righta^ef 
the  Toggenbnrgers  and  the  secoritjr 
reformed  religion  were  at  stake:-—  „the  jMii^ 
test,"  said  he,  „has  already  continued, tvr^MKe 
years,  and  it  is  growing  worse  every 
day." 

As  soon  as  the  Toggenbnrgers  saw  that 
Zurich  and  Bern  declared  for  them,  and  that 
the  president  Bodmer  was  advancing  to  their 
assistance  with  nearly  9000  men  from  Zurich, 
diey  openly  declared  war  against  the  abbot  in 
defense  of  their  rights*  (April  12th  1711.) 
Nabholz,  hitherto  their  friend  and  counselor, 
now  became  also  their  leader;  he  summoned 
all  to  arms,  and  defended  them  as  vigorously 
with  his  sword,  as  he  had  formeriy  done  with 
the  pen.  The  convents  and  castles  of  the  ab- 
bot were  immediately  occupied:  but  he  had 
taken  care  to  leave  sixteen  battaUons  of  infantry 
for  the  defence  of  the  town  of  Wyl.  In  the 
meantime  the  Zuridi  troops  continued  to  plun- 
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der  and  lay  waste^  without  remorBe,  die  nUi 
territory  qt  St  GalL 

Luoem,  Uri,  Sdiwjras,  Unterwalden  9aM% 
n6w  took  ap  arms,  lined  their  JBrondonr  wi 
troqps^  marched  against  Toggenborg^ 
thflilMlves  masters  of  the  county  of 
Tha  papers  nuncio  disbursed  from  the  fipl 
traasury  86,000  dollars  for  their  service,  «i 
at  Rome,  prayers  to  the  saints  were  rfbri 
up  for  their  success.  Consecrated  balli.«l 
amulets  were  likewise  distributed  to  d»Ml' 
diers  by  the  priests. 

The  Bernese  now  granted  10,000  ofW 
from  the  public  treasury  to  enable  thM  ti 
equip  15,000  men  for  the  field:  they  estaUiiM 
tnK^s  along  their  firontiers,  as  well  as  ia  As 
county  of  Lenzburg  near  Othmarsingeu  on  Al 
side  of  Baden,  and  in  the  free  bailliages;  t 
division  of  the  Bernese  army,  protected  If 
twelve  pieces  of  cauijon,  directed  their  moiA 
towards  the  Stilli  (still  water) ,  where  they 
crossed  the  river  Aar,  and  joined  near  Wure- 
lingen  the  Zurich  army,  which  had  in  the 
meantime  taken  possession  of  nearly  the  whole 
of  Thurgau.  Thus  iu  every  canton  either  actual 
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mtilities  were  carrying  on  or  preparations  for 
ns  were  making;  even  the  people  of  the  va- 
lii  had  taken  the  field  in  support  of  the  ca- 
bBSo  cantons.  Glarus,  Soleure  and  the  bishop 
f  CSonstance,  however,  maintained  in  the 
f  this  general  commotion  a  strict 
We  and  Friburg  viewed  with  sorrow  j|{|riir^^ 
ti(e  of  civil  warfare,  and  once  more  ezhjfelfed 
In  parties,  but  unhappily  too  late,  to  a  re- 
•mdliaiipn.  The  abbot  of  St.  Gall,  having  in 
lil!:meatttime  depoirited  all  his  valuables,  for 
eeirity,  at  Lindau,  repaired  to  Rorscbadi,  to 
wand  succour  from  the  town  of  9t.  Gall, 
illiithe  cantons  of  Appenzell  and  Glaru&  He 
lliined,  however,  nothing  from  them,  bat 
Mis  promise  of  a  strict  neutndity.  The  em- 
MT,  on  the  other  hand,  who  was  then  at 
enburg  in  Hungary,  ordered  the  circle  of 
rabia  to  support  the  cause  of  the  abbot 
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Hie  Toggenburg  war.  —  Second  Wfl^ 
lif  Villmergeii.  —  Peace  of  Aam. 


ma  -  1718. 


The  troops  of  Zurich  and  Bern,  to  the 
ber  of  10,000,  had  already  readied  the  itA 
town  of  Wyl ,   which  was   defended  Iff  Ae 
troops  of  the  Abbot,  and  to  which  they  iotiBi^ 
ed  to  lay  siege.    They  were  also  joinell? 
Nabholz  at  the  head  of  SOOO  ToggenbnrgoS) 
and  another  force  from  Thorgau.    The  IMf* 
was  bombarded,   and  the  fields  and  villagi* 
laid  waste.     The  garrison,   however,  od'^ 
the  command  of  major  Felber,   made  a  bfi^ 
defence   and   efiected    several   bloody  saffit^ 
But  when  the  Thurgovians  separated  from  the 
rest  of  the  besiegers,  by  whom  they  had  beet 
treated  contemptuously,  Felber  extended  hii 
ravaging  sorties  as  far  as  Braunau  and  Soar 
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In  their  ruthless  fury  his  troops  sacrificed 
two  unofieuding  and  defenceless  men,  and  mu* 
dilated  the  hands  and  feet  of  a  poor  woman. 
Such  wanton  cruelty  roused  the  whole  of 
Thurgau  and  cries  for  vengeance  u 
on  every  side.  A  general  rising  ei 
infuriate  bodies  of  armed  men  advanced' 
as  from  Weinfeldea.  Among  their  nnfljRrs 
were  seen  women  and  boys  of  twelve  years 
of  age.  These  in  their  turn  committed  atr-oci* 
4ies  towards  the  catholics  no  less  dreadful  than 
ftke  latter  had  perpetrated  upon  the  reformists. 

Nabholz  now  proposed  to  the  generals  of 
Bferu  and  Zurich ,  to  make  an  incursion  into 
ffce  states  of  th)e  abbot;  ^or,"  said  he,  ,y«ft 
f|9  inhabitants  constitute  the  most  numerous 
f^ass  of  the  defenders  of  Wyl,  the  distant 
iright  of  their  cottages  and  villages  on  fire  will 
ipduce  them  to  abandon  the  others,  whereby 
the  force  within  the  town  will  be  materially 
weakened."  He  instantly  set  out  and  entered 
the  ancient  territory  of  the  abbot  near  Ober* 
glatt  with  a  thousand  men.  No  sooner  did 
the  besieged  behold  the  distant  blaze  of  thehr 
own  dwellings,  than  numbers  of  them  aban- 
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doned  the  place  with  fdl  speed  in  defesKif 
their  native  homes.  This  caused  the  ofiMit 
dissention  and  dismay  within  the  town  ads 
the  82nd  of  May  it  surrendered  to  the  oM^ 
aiddiers  of  the  abbot  dispersed,  nttflnf 
»ns  against  their  general  Felber,  fko, 
for  his  life,  was  obliged  to  askpn- 
tecttn  of  his  conquerors  to  enable  him  to  tf- 
cape  to  Bernhardszell.  But  the  enraged  ptp- 
lace  pursued  him  even  to  this  place,  iafgi 
him  from  the  pastor's  dwelling,  and  plioiV 
him  upon  a  miserable  horse,  drove  tm 
amidst  hootings  and  insults  as  far  as  the  bfiig* 
of  the  river  Sitter ,  where  a  volley  from  Sff 
mmkets  terminated  his  life.  Not  content  iriA 
Aifl,  they  cut  his  body  into  pieces  with  tkv 
knives  and  then  threw  it  into  the  Si^ 
(May  S4th.) 

Meanwhile  the  brave  Nabholz  had  p(V- 
trated  still  further  into  the  abbot's  andentttt- 
ritory,  where  the  inhabitants  of  Gossan  81^ 
rendered  to  him,  after,  having  sacrificed  ti 
their  rage  the  life  of  their  own  genoral.  Tm 
days  before  they  repulsed  a  thousand  of  di0 
Toggenbnrgers,  who  had  been  despatched  wA 
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lers  to  bum  and  lay  waste  the  country 
lererer  they  came,  and  who,  in  their  flight, 
tDgjbd  in  a  stable  the  defenseless  catholic 
iMt  of  Niederglatt    The  victorious  banners 

Zurich  and  Bern  traversed  the  whole 
nrgan  as  far  as  the  town  of  St  QaBj^ 
bSdnng  a  garrison  in  the  abbey  as  wufkam 

Rorschach.    The  abbot,  in  great  inirfMii 
ition,  had  already  fled  to  Augsburg,  taking 
e  Most  valuable  of  his  property  with  him. 

The  cause  of  the  Toggenburgers  having 
m  been  triumphant,  they  adjudged  all  those 
'  the  abbot's  subjects  who  had  been  traitors 

them  to  suffer  death,  set  aside  the  abbot's 
pemacy,  annulled  their  alliance  withSdnras 
id  Glarus ,  and  proposed  to  the  people  ^ 
arter,  Uznach,  Gams  and  other  places  to 
eet  themselves  into  a  republic  similar  to  that 

die  flree  cantons  of  Switzerland.  They  then 
oeeeded  to  sketch  the  plan  of  a  new  con- 
itotion  which  was  submitted  to  the  Hdvetic 
Bt  assembled  at  Aarau.  This  project,  how«- 
ner,  was  by  no  means  acceptable  to  the  n^ 
RB  of  Zurich  and  Bern,  who  preferred  to  see 
B  Toggenburgers  spbjects  rather  than  fidbw- 
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confederates.  Even  Nabhols ,  the  zealous  k 
fender  of  the  interests  of  the  Toggenbrngo^ 
refused  to  countenance  them  in  this 
although  they  offered  him  considerable* 
«f  money. 

A  force  of  2000  Bernese  had  in  the  nein 
iiiM  passed  the  Aar  near  StiUi,   whm  Aej 
were  joined  by  3000  Zurichers  under  the  imh 
mand  of  colonel  Wertmuller.  This  united  font 
traversed  the  mountain  Hasenberg,   resolvri 
on  making  the  entire  conquest  of  the  cooBtf 
of  Baden;    they  put  to   flight   the  ncilttni 
bands  of  the  catholic  cantons^    and  advinoed 
before  the  town  of  Melliugen^  where,  on  Ae 
opposite  side,   7000  Bernese  had  arrived  fivn 
&e  county  of  Lenzburg  after  having  croflnl 
the  Bunz.    The  catholic  garrisons  immediatdf 
fled  to  Baden,  and  Melliugen  was  taken  vridb' 
out  a  stroke.    Every  place  within  the  ccNDty 
of  Baden,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  Brca>' 
garten,  was  required  to   do  homage   to  tlio 
victors;   after  which  the  army  proceeded  to 
Baden  to  lay  siege  to  the  fortress.    Wertmnt 
ler  encamped  near  the  vineyards  of  Legeiberg, 
awaiting  the  arrive  of  the  Bernese^  who  had 
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do  a  circuit  from  Mcllingen  aloog  the  banka^ 
tbe  Reuss  to  Fahrwindisch,  in  of  der  to  at« 
jk  Jt||den  from  the  opposite  side.  The  be^ 
g^  opened  a  heavy  fire  from  the  burying* 
3vmd  of  the  capuchin-church,  and  from  the 
ty.  castle,  on  Wertmullers  camp^  wt& 
m  speedily  returned  by  the  troops  of  Zuiidi 
m  «  battery  of  forty  guns  and  miortars.  Vie 
aorch  and  tower,  with  many  of  the  houses, 
Bsred  greatly:  at  length,  the  parapet  of  the 
Mle  came,  with  a  drefidful  crash,  tumbling 
WB  the  rocks.  Suddenly,  on  the  opposite  side 
ir  the  great  baths,  the  Bernese  army  was 
leovered  with  twenty  field-^eces,  howitzers 
ft. mortars.  This  struck  such  terror  into  the 
sieged  that  they  consented,  though 
id  conditions,  to  capitulate.  (May 
le  commander  of  the  fortress^  Crivelli  ef  Un, 
m  allowed  to  retire  with  the  garrison^  iea- 
ig  his  artillery  behind. 

These  successes,  and  the  submission  that 
}  Aheinthal  was  compelled  to  make  to  Bern 
I'Zuridi,  caused  great  division  and  corn- 
lion  in  the  catholic  cantons,  some  declaring 
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for  peace,  others  for  war.  The  ambaasadoaif 
Austria  and  France,  promised  them  assisttiV 
ygviule  the  pope  supplied  them  in  monff]^fi^ 
borg  and  Soleure  took  up  arms  in  suffort 
their  cause,   as  did  also  the  Valais,  and 
"^2  cathoUG  parts  of  the  common  bailliages. 
of  the  reformed  cantons,   on  the  other 
who  had  hitherto  taken  no  part  in  the  qonrd) 
now  threatened  to  have  recourse  to  arms  ita* 
The  reformists  in  the  common  baiUiagefl^  iN) 
began  to  make  hostile  preparations  in  sagft^ 
of  Zurich   and  Bern*    Thus    nearly   IfiO^ 
Swiss  were  under  arms  ready  to  shed  each 
other's  blood.    At  no  former  period  had  aodi 
a  vast  army  been  raised  amongst  the  oonfr* 
ib^atos,  even  to  repel  a  foreign  foe  i  One  swoid) 
however,   happily  held  the  other   within  ill 
scabbard.  Fran(5e  and  Austria,  indeed,  mardMi 
off  troops  towards  the  frontiers  of  Switzeihad; 
but  they  were  held  in   check  by  the  trooffS 
of  Holland  and  Prussia. 

'While  the  deputies  of  the  confederalioa) 
assembled  at  Aarau,  were  engaged  in  neffh 
dating  a  peace,  Ackermann,  governor  of  Ub-* 
terwalden,  at  the  head  of  5000  men,  advanced 
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to  the  bridge  of  Sing^  where  the  Bernese  lay 
wcamped.  The  pastor  of  Sins,  who  was  in 
leagofi  with  him,  had  given  an  entertainment 
to  the  Bernese  officers,  that  they  might  not 
perceive  any  thing  of  what  was  going  forward. 
Thus-  taken  by  surprise^  they  with  diffiod^^ 
escaped  with  their  lives*  Numbers  of  dw 
Bernese  were  slain.  Colonel  Meunier  of  Bern, 
who  made  a  brave  resistance' with  800  men 
ia  the  church-yard,  and  afterwards  within  the 
drarch  itself,  was  at  length  obliged  to  sur- 
jwnder.  (July  SOth.)  All  would  have  been 
immercifully  massacred  by  the  soldiers  of  Un- 
iMrwalden,  Schwyz  and  Zug,  but  for  the  no- 
Ue  intrepidity  ef  Ackermann,  who  arnpbd 
llie  execution  of  their^  blood-thirsty  4Mlik» 
Vhe  troops  of  Schwyz,  also,  had  advaBMi:fita 
the  other  side  as  far  as  Hutten  and  Bellen- 
flchanz  near  the  lake  of  Zurich.  They  were 
encountered,  however,  by  the  wary  Wertmul- 
ler  of  Zurich,  with  whom  they  engaged  in  a 
battle  which  lasted  seven  hours;  after  sustain- 
ing a  loss  of  800  men,  the  Zurichers  compelled 
them  to  fall  back«  Consecrated  papers,  with 
sumeral  characters  and  crosses  and  assurance^ 
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of  certain  victory,  were  found  in  the  pofiseM 
of  the  slain. 

Ackermann  now  collected  catholic  JM 
from  all  sides  to  join  his  standard.  A  nOj 
consisting  of  12,000  men,  was  soon  tmi^ 
with  which  he  rapidly  traversed  the  covobT 
in  the  direction  of  Muri,  to  Wohlen  and  Til- 
mergen,  where ,  the  Bernese  were  encanpe^ 
8000  strong.  This  spot,  aL-eady  thesoeoDof 
a  sanguinary  battle  and  defeat  of  the  Beqifli 
by  the  catholic  cantons  (Jan.  14th  1656),  wii 
again  destined  to  be  dyed  by  Swiss  hMr 
shed  by  Swiss  hands. 

The  Bernese,  who  had  taken  up  a  poaiiflB 
near  Meiengrun,  announced  with  the  roar  i 
tijiur  artillery  the  coming  conflict.    The  Mfl* 
had  lasted  six  hours  when  the  catholic  ioM 
having  been  thrown  into  confusion,  theBenM 
broke  through  their  lines,  and  forced  them  to  i 
retreat:  more  than  2000  were  left  dead  on  Am 
field.  (July,  25th  1712.) 

The  Toggenburgers  now  made  themselves 
masters  of  Uzuach  and  Gaster ;  the  town  of 
Rapperswyl  surrendered  to  the  Zurichers,  and 
as  the  conquerors  were  penetrating  on  all 
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uttholic  territories,  the  latter  became 
iid  implored  for  peace. 
y,  on  the  18th  of  July,  the  cantons 
1   and  Uri  had  signed  the  treaty  of 
;he  diet  of  Aarau,  but   the  peasants 
,  instigated  in  the  name  of  their  re^ 
the  pope's  nuncio,  their  priests  and 
Fused  to  acknowledge  the  peace  and 
towards  Lucem,  to  compel  the  go- 
to commence  hostilities;  from  thence 
eieded   to  Villmergen,    where    they 
the  engagement  with  the  Bernese, 
minated  in  their  utter   discomfiture, 
lis  battle  even  SOOO  men  of  Willisaa 
St  the  government;  these,  howenMv^ 
soon  reduced  to  submission  by  um 
!diers,  and  sentenced  to  pay  a  hesyjr 
1  towards  the  war-expenses,  for  at 
the  Bernese  troops  were  far  superior 
le,  appointments,  and  arms  to  any 
federation. 

a  general  peace,  the  terms  of  wbidi 
y  advantageous  to  the  victors,  was 
on  the  9th  and  11th  of  August  1712^, 
The  five  catholic  cantons  were  not 
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Rheiiithaly  where,  henceforth,  both  rd|| 
were  to  enjoy  equal  toleration*  Glam 
served  everywhere  her  own  rights  in  odq 
tion  with  those  of  Bern  and  Zurich. 

The  humbled  abbot  of  St.  Gall,  hti 
rdused,  however,  to  accept  the  peace^ 
remained  a  voluntary  exile  from  his  a 
to  his  death,  his  lands  having  fallen  inl 
possession  of  Zurich  and  Bern.  When, 
ever,  in  1718,  the  new  abbot  Joseph  aci 
and  signed  the  treaty  of  peace  at  Rorsi 
he  received  back  his  hereditary  possi 
and  the  Toggenburgers  came  under  his 
nion  as  before,  but  with  far  greater  righ 
privileges,  and  assured  of  the  protect 
Zurich  and  Bern.    The  pope  and  his 
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f  their  priests,  again  revolted^  the  go^ 
t  marched  a   garrison  from  Entlibuch 

town,  demanded  of  the  pope  the  re- 
9f  the  convents  to  defray  the  expenses 
(var,  and  the  immediate  recal  of  the 
[Taraccidi,  whom  they  charged  with 
e  author  of  the  disturbance.'  The  ca- 
intons  long  felt  the  grievous  effects  of 
3nsive  war.  A  tax  of  five  dollars  was 
pon  every  household  by  the  govem- 

Scbwyz,  while  that  of  Lucem  was 
d  to  adopt  violent  measures  to  raise 
0  meet  the  expenses  ^  had  incurtedr 

no  other  mode  of  appeasing  its  sob- 

the  Leventine  but  that  of  ceding  ^ 
me  important  privileges,  and  styHtajg^ 
iceforth  ,,dear  and  faithful  foUow--€0ai^ 
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State  of  the  Swiss  at  the  comna 
ment  of  the  eighteenth  century.  -* 

Massner  quarrel. 

noi  — 1114. 

Although  the  confederates  havcbeoD< 
ged  in  no  war,  foreign  or  domestic,  siM 
firatricidial  battle  of  Vilimergen,  during  a 
oi  eighty  six  years,  the  times  were  neithe 
piMT)  more  quiet,  or  more  honorable  to  tl 
ti<inal  character.    The  interval  has  beei 
sed  in  debates  and  contentions  of  one 
with  another,  or  of  the  governments  wit 
sobjects.    Almost  every  ten  years  brov 
light,  in  one  place  or  other,  new  politii 
trigues,  new  plots  and  revolts,  till  at 
the  moldering  edifice  of  the  ancient  cc 
racy  fell  to  pieces  at  the  first  shock  it  re 
firom  the  hostile  hand  of  France. 


lie  early  wars  of  the  andent  confederates 
Dg   been    undertaken  only  in  defense  of 

liberty  and  rights,  gained  them  a  distiii- 
lied  and  immortal  name  among  the  nations 
10  earth.  The  towns  and  cantons,  how- 
I  having  achieved  their  freedom,  now  en« 
A  in  various  other  wars  with  the  design 
ztending  the  limits  of  their  petty  domi«« 
s,  and  of  adding  to  the  number  of  their 
M^  These  ambitious  aims,  while  they 
died  their  former  glory,  only  led  to  inter-* 
liscontent;  forthedeedseven  of  the  greatest 
aerors  ultimately  sink  into  oblivion  or  are 
ed  with  contempt,  either  because  they  are 
ferent  or  unprofitable  to  the  real  interests 
ankind.  The  swords  of  the  Swiss  wero 
1  unsheathed,  but  they  were  no  longer 
;ted  against  the  common  enemy  of  the 
try;  religious  hatred,  envy,  ambition,  apd 
r-spirit,  had  now  turned  them  against  each 
'.  The  glory  acquired  by  their  ancestors 
more  than  once  been  disgraced,  and  their 

ruin  nearly  accomplished.  At  last  they 
not  scruple  to  hire  out  their  soldiers  as 
ienaries  to  foreign  states,  and  in  foreign 


wan,  and  to  pindiafley  for  the  BodB  of  ttubWr 
bles,  at  the  expense  of  their  bravest  pei|b} 
pay,  pensions,  gold-diains,  orders,  and  tilki-' 
the  rewards  lavished  by  kings  on  thflir 
vile  dependants.    Hence  the   despotic 
ostentation,  and  luxury  which  sprung  up 
the  families  of  the  great,  and  the  foreign 
ners,  and  vices,  which  todk  possession  of 
cottages  of  the  people;  hence  the  oountiy 
came  the  scene  of  the  political  and 
rable  intrigues  of  ambassadors,  and  a  pnjr 
the  ambition  of  its  own  governments,  in  iM^ 
efforts  to  gain  unlimited  power  over  thek  fldn^ 
jects.    The  confederates  were  then  more  diK 
sely  united  with  foreign  princes  than  with  eadi 
other,   whilst   a  mutual   interdiction  depiived 
them  of  settlement  in  a  different  canton,  or  of 
disposing  to  each  other  the  common  neces- 
saries of  life;  their  diets  became  a  mere  enfly 
parade,  whose  pompous  language  was  belied 
by  their  dark  and  unworthy  acts. 

Many  wise  and  enlightened  patriots,  indeed, 
exhorted  their  countrymen  to  ameliorate  and 
strengthen  the  federative  league,  before  it  shoold 
bring  about  its  own  dissolution.    The  project 


new  federal  constitution  was  even  brought 
re  the  diet  by  some  of  the  reformed  can- 
;  but  the  selfish  interests  of  the  majority 
le  olfaer  cantons  led  to  its  rejection*  The 
osition  also,  of  Sarasin,  a  citizen  of  Cie* 
\y  that  a  supreme  and  discretionary  fede- 
mthority  should  be  created,  in  order  to  give 
ter  stability  and  union  to  the  lettering  coi^- 
racy,  was  met  with  ridicule  and  contempt 
)n  the  other  hand,  the  inhabitants  of  Uriy 
^z,  and  Unterwalden,  assembled  in  great 
mony  (June  24th  1713)  on  theRutli,  where 
centuries  before  their  fathers  had  taken 
first  oath  in  the  cause  of  fireedonu  Here, 
i  great  solemnity,  they  renewed  the  oath 
heir  ancient  alliances;  but  they  were^^ae- 
sd  only  by  the  remembrance  of  the  cahu* 
'  experienced  at  Villmeigen,  and  a  hatred 
^e  more  powerful  cantons.  Two  years  after 
(May  9th  1715)  the  catholic  cantcms  en- 
d  into  an  alliance  with  the  king  of  Frantic, 
hat  time  the  most  inveterate  enemy  of  the 
rmlsts.  This  exclusive  treaty  caused  great 
m  and  mistrust  among  the  reformed  can* 
9  who  suspected  it  to  contain  daiqperoii» 


and  secret  articles,  by  virtue  of  whidi  foi^ 
powers  were  to  be  invited  to  enter  the  ematf) 
the  smaller  cantons  aggrandized,  to  the  deln* 
ment  of  the  larger  ones,  Geneva  and  Vaod  to 
be  restored  to  the  duke  of  Savoy^  and  TIbp* 
gau  with  the  county  of  Kyburgtothe  empenr* 
To  the  honour  of  the  confederates  these  is* 
mours  were  indeed  never  verified,  bat  ttusj 
sufficed  to  discover  the  mutual  distrust  and  0- 
wili  which  existed  among  the  difierent  canM^ 
Though   ever  ready  to  engage  in  comW) 
it  was  only  %vhen  the  interests  of  an  indivubi' 
canton,  or  those  of  a  foreign  power  as  oppo- 
sed  to  their  felIow«confederates,  were  concern 
ned;  they  never  dreamt  of  securing  the  gkry 
and  welfare  of  the  entire  republic,   by  taniiDg 
their  arms  against  the  foreign  enemy.    Soo0 
were  attached  to  the  interests  of  Austria,  odiert 
to  those  of  France,  but  few  adhered  to  thflso 
of  Switzerland.     The    crafty   envoys  of  fo* 
reign  princes  consequently  continued  to  acquire 
influence  in  the  afiairs  of  the  country,  whilst 
the  confederates,  instead  of  commanding  refr- 
pect^  were   often  treated  with  indignity  and 
contempt;  whilst  numerous  families  were 
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daced  to  rain.  Thu^  is  an  instance,  in  1710 
a  young  man  from  the  Grison  conntry,  ^o 
was  pursoiog  his  studies  at  Geneva^  9et  out 
on  an  excursion  of  pleasure  to  the  neighbouring 
etate  of  Savoy.  The  French  ambassador  had 
him  treacherously  seized  and  imprisoned  in  a 
fortress,  because  his  father,  Thomas  Hassner^ 
a  senator  of  Coire,  was  a  partisan  of  Austria. 
On  hearing  of  the  injust  imprisonment  of  his 
0on,  the  latter  immediately  demanded  justice 
and  assistance  firom  the  constituted  authorities. 
Indignant  at  finding  all  his  efforts  vain,  he  sei- 
sed, with  the  aid  of  some  persons  who  had 
armed  to  assist  him,  the  brother  of  Merveilleux, 
the  French  charge  d'affaires  at  Coire,  and  held 
him  prisoner  by  way  of  reprisal.  The  matter 
was  subsequently  arranged  on  the  senator's 
oonsenting  to  surrender  his  prisoner  and  ask 
pardon  of  the  French  ambassador  at  Soloure; 
hut  not  obtaining  the  release  of  his  son  in  re- 
Corn,  he  meditated  fresh  schemes  of  vengeance. 
Accordingly  he  laid  in  wait  one  day  for  the 
duke  of  Vendome,  the  grand  prior  of  France, 
who  was  travelling  through  the  country  of 
Sargans,  made  him  prisoner,  and  conducted  him 
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to  FeUkirdi  to  the  Autrians.  The  govern- 
meiit  of  the  republic  of  the  Grisons,  with  op* 
gent  entreaties,  appealed  both  to  France  and 
Austria  for  the  release  of  the  innocent  capti- 
ves, though  without  success,  and  the  foraga 
ambassadors  only  made  the  quarrel  more  Utar 
and  serious*  The  result  of  this  strife  was, 
that  the  English  ambassador  himself  a  parti- 
san of  Austria,  was  murderously  assaulted  at 
the  baths  of  Pfeffers.  The  league  of  the  Tdi 
jurisdictiims  espoused  the  cause  of  Mnncffi 
and  the  majority  of  the  corporation  of  Cmt 
nominated  him  governor  of  Maienfeld.  The 
Swiss  cantons,  on  the  other  hand,  viewed  Uia 
as  a  violator  of  the  people's  rights^  pronounced 
him  an  outlaw,  and  set  a  price  of  880  doDais 
on  his  head*  At  length  even  the  rq^ublie 
of  the  Grisons,  by  a  sentence  of  the  erionml 
tribunal  at  Stanz  (August  17th  1711) ,  dedared 
him  an  outlaw,  confiscated  his  property^  and 
condemned  him  to  an  ignominious  death^  of- 
fering a  reward  of  a  thousand  ducats  to  who- 
ever should  deliver  him  into  their  hands. 

To  escape  from  these  impending  dangeff) 
however,  Hassner  had  ahready  obtained  Ae 
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duke  of  Vendome's  j|Mdom  and  had  himself 
aonght  refiige  at  Vienna  under  the  protectioii 
of  the  emperor,  where  he  continued  as  an 
exile  many  years;  whilst  his  unfortonjate  son 
remained  prisoner  in  a  French  fortress^  and 
his  forsaken  and  ahnost  widowed  wife  pasr 
sed  her  days  in  the  Rhetian  mountains.  Mass^- 
ner's  desire,  however,  to  revisit  his  country, 
at  length  directed  his  steps  homewards.  He 
pt>bably  felt  also  that  the  consideration  he  was 
held  in  by  the  emperor,  was  decreasing,  for 
the  favour,  whether  of  the  people  or  of  the 
great,  is  as  fickle  as  the  lightest  breeze. 

The  sentence  pronounced  at  Stanz  and  the 
decree  of  outlawry  passed  by  the  confederacy 
were  still  in  force  against  him,  so  that  he 
continued  a  wanderer  amidst  the  Alps  of  Glap- 
ms }  but  he  was  even  here  betrayed  and  pur- 
sued at  the  instance  of  the  French  ambassador. 
Endeavouring  to  escape  one  day  from  his  pur- 
suers, and  when  he  had  Tagain  succeeded  in 
gaining  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine^^  and  ar- 
rived on  the  Austrian  territory,  his  carriage 
was  accidentally  overturned,  and  he  died  from 
the  hurt  he  received  in  the  fall. 
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In  1714,  when  peace  was   eoncluded  it 
Baden   between  France  and  Austria,   amoBg 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  emperor  was  a  ao* 
phew  of  Thomas  Hassner,   by  whose  endea- 
vours,  after  a  long  negociation  with  the  Fnneb 
party,  yonng  Massner  was  at  last  set  at  t 
berty.     On  his  return  to  his  country  after  a 
confinement  of  so  many  years,  his  countrymea 
haUed  him  with  every  mark  of  joy,  as  a  tiiiim- 
phant  martyr,  and  loaded  him  with  hoaoon 
and  dignities. 

Such  was  the  treatment  the  Swiss  eqie* 
rienced,  on  their  own  soil,  from  these  fore^ 
envoys,  after  having  been  first  set  at  vaiianoe 
by  all  the  intrigues  practised  at  the  courts* 
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Disturbances  at  Zuridi  and  Sdiafhan- 
sen,  a»d  iu  the  bishoprick  of  Badle. 

1714  —  K4o: 

It  has  been  said,  and  frequently  repeated, 
that  war  is  the  greatest  of  evils.  This  doc- 
trine, however,  did  not  eittanate  froni  the  an- 
cient heroes  of  the  confederation,  who  first 
exalted  in  the  presence  of  God  and  man  the 
name  of  the  Swiss.  They  marched  to  batde 
in  defense  of  their  sacred  rights,  because  they 
knew  something  better  than  a  life  of  luxury 
and  contemptible  security,  and  thought  no  evil 
«o  great,  as  that  of  slavery  beneath  the  iron 
flceptre  of  pride  and  injustice. 

Thus,  during  the  peace,  which  lasted  from 
the  last  battle  of  Villmergen  to  the  ruinous 
invasion  of  the  French,  Switzerland  suffered 
more  calamities,  than  in  all  its  wars  with  An* 
atria  and  Burgundy.    During  the  86  years  of 
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repose,  when  the  swords  of  the 
thp  Fontanas,  Waldmaims,  Hallwyls,^  and 
Brlachs  were  mstiiig  within  their  scabhardsy 
the  noble  alliance  of  the  ancient  Swiss  was 
corroded,  and  undermined  by  the  conofUu^ 
passions  of  sdf-interest  and  pjride^  tfll  at  ieogkf 
it  was  resolved  into  its  elements,  like  a  de« 
composed  body,  wiiich  her  degenerate  sons 
covered  with  the  shields  and  armorial  bearings 
of  fheir  ancestors,  to  conceal  die  absence  if 
that  principle  which  once  animated  it.  Nodmf 
great  was  any  longer  undertaken,  for  gmat 
ness  was  made  by  most  to  consist  in  amasHhig 
wealth,  not  in  the  possession  of  virtue  or 
mable  qualities,  in  being  the  ruler  over 
jects,  not  in  owning  the  title  of  free  citiifloii 
Some  purchased  governorships  as  the  higbsit 
bidders,  to  enable  them  afterwards  to  dinpow 
of  justice  and  injustice  like  ordinary  artifikf 
of  commerce;  others  consented  to  cringe  il 
foreign  courts  to  obtain  pensiqps,  orders,  ui 
titles,  whilst  many,  instead  6t  deserving  wdl 
of  their  country  by  their  services,  soug^  die 
hand  of  senators'  daughters,  as  a  moans  of  m^ 
sing  them  to  offices  and  dignities  in  the 
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OUiers  resorted  to  other  modes  of  advancement, 
bat  few  pursued  that  course  which  leads  to 
honorable  distinction.  The  people  in  the  sub- 
ject territories  possessed  scarcely  any  other 
right  than  that  of  labouring  in  the  field  in  com- 
mon with  their  cattle.  «>  The  greatest  ignorance 
prevailed  every  where,  for  dieir  rulers  were 
80  shortsighted  as  to  be  apprehensive  of  their 
becoming  too  enlightened.  The  ruling  towns 
and  cantons  sought  to  undermine  the  freedom 
of  the  subject,  and  the  great  families  of  the 
towns  pursued  a  similar  course  towards  the 
dtizens.  Sometimes,  indeed,  those  whose  li- 
berties were  thus  assailed,  roused  from  their 
damber  and  courageously  strove  to  rescue  ihdr 
rights,  or  to  prevent  fresh  inroads  upon  them: 
but  all  these  petty  strifes  are  unworthy  the 
notice  of  posterity;  they  scarcely  indeed  awa- 
kened an  interest  at  the  time,  in  those  of  the 
confederates  who  were  not  immediately  en- 
gaged in  them. 

At  Zurich,  where  the  citizens  at  all  times 
liad  preserved  a  liberal  and  indepehdant  spkity 
a  trifling  dispute  between  certain  trades*  led 
tmosf  ecteHy  to  the  reform  of  various  abases 
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in  the  entire  administration.  ( October  1711) 
The  dispute,  which  originated  in  a  dkap 
brought  by  two  parchment -dressers  agaMi 
white-leaUier-dresser,  of  encroaching  cm  tt 
rights  of  their  fraternity,  was  sooQ.midefli 
quarrel  of  the  two  guilds,  and  i^%|qgdiAi' 
of  the  entire  body  of  citizens.  The  regdlitai 
and  prerogatives  of  the  different  cmnpMi 
were  examined  and  remodelled.  The  IflgMli^ 
tive  powers  of  the  municipality  were 
strictly  defined,  the  statues  of  the  andeitf 
pact  amended  and  rendered  conformable  wtt 
the  times,  and  all  these  salutary  altentiaiif 
were  incorporated  and  solemnly  passed  into  t 
fimdamental  law,  called  Libel.  (December  INh 
1713.) 

At  an  earlier  period,  the  citizens  of  SAit 
hausen  had,  after  a  long  contest,  obtained*- 
milar  advantages   by  the  establishment  of  i 
fundamental  law,  called  the  deed  of  refbm; 
(1689)  for  the  lesser  council  of  that  town,  If 
a  sjrstem  of  artifice  and  insinuating  goodnett| 
had  usurped  an  undue  degree  of  power,  wfaiflhi 
from  the  supineness  of  the  corporate  bodiei| 
not  having  been  timely  checked,  it  at  kogtb 
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openly  exercised  over  ftlL  The.  rights  of  the 
titizena  were  viokted,  und  the  revmue  of  the 
akftte  arbitrarily  administered  and  converted 
into  an  engine  of  private  interest  Sudi  is 
ever  the  case  when  ihe  d^oaitaries  of  the 
law  set  th^aiselves  above  it^  and  imagine  that 
tbm  mandates  are  the  only  laws  required. 

But  in  rrformin^  the  abuses  introduced  by 
arbitrary  pow^  within  the  walls  of  Schafhau- 
MO  9  the  rights  of  ^  the  peasantry  Were  wholly 
icrerlooked:  when^  therefore^  in  1717  the  go* 
ipemment  established  a  new  pubIio*house  in 
flie  town  of  Wilchingen,  a  spirit  of  resistance 
was  displayed  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants, 
^ibidi  brought  the  government  to  a  sense  of 
its  injustice  towards  them;  but  though  the 
lioase  was  ordered  to  be  closed^  the  people  of 
WMohingen  brought  forward  many  other  grier 
vances  no  less  well-founded*  The  foreign  pow* 
cm  9  who  were  never  wanting  in  pretexts, 
immediately  mixed  themselves  also  in  this:  do- 
mestic quarrel  Although  the  government  of 
Sdiafhausen  sent  off  troops  to  Wilchingen  and 
pledged  itself  that  an  impartial  examination  of 
all  their  grievances  should  be  instituted,  the 
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people  of  Wildiingen  refiised  to  safamit) 
rely  because  flattering  hopes  had  been  keld 
out  to  their  deputies  by  the  court  of  Vicna. 
Later,  however,  when  Austria  was  apprdMB- 
sive  of  being  involved  in  a  war  with  Franee 
on  a  much  weightier  matter,  the  deputies  wore 
sent  back  from  Vienna,  with  a  view  irf  cob- 
eiliating  the  confederation;  (1786)  many  of 
the  rebels  were  now  stripped  of  their  pn^eilf, 
and  some  banished.  At  length,  tired  of  reil^ 
rating  their  complaints  for  so  many  yean,  Hm 
inhabitants  returned  to  the  obedience  they,  tad 
so  long  refused    (1729.) 

Despotism  is  ever  productive  of  ruin  ui 
disaster,  and  the  war  of  a  government  agaiort  iH 
own  subjects,  even  when  attended  with  aoe- 
cess,  can  offer  nothing  glorious  in  its  resulti' 
this  truth  was  fiilly  experienced  at  this  peno' 
by  the  bishop  of  Basle. 

The  dominion  of  this  prelate  extended  onr 
a  beautiful  territory,  comprising  the  eooflliy 
between  the  lake  of  Bienne  and  the  town  rf 
Basle  along  the  valleys  of  the  Jura,  and  em- 
bellished with  numerous  towns,  castles  ui 
villages.    Within  his  states  were  the  towns 
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of  Bienne,  Neustadt,  Pnintrut,  Delsperg,  St 
Ursitz,  Lauffeu,  Ergael  or  St  Immerthal,  Frw- 
berg,  together  with  the  lordships  of  Esch,  Bir- 
fleck  and  Zwingeu. 

When  John  Conrad  of  Reinach  became 
.prince-bishop  in  1705,  and  received  on  his  ac- 
cession the  homage  of  his  subjects ,  Wisard, 
the  standard-bearer  of  the  country,  in  the  name 
of  the  people,  claimed  the  reservation  of  their 
prerogatives  as  well  as  their  right  of  protec- 
tion from  Bern.  The  bishop,  however,  refused 
to  listen  to  any  such  conditional  stipulations, 
required  that  the  oath  should  be  taken 
imconditionally,  and  deprived  the  standard- 
bearer  of  his  dignities  and  office,  imagining 
tiiaft  power  also  created  right  Such  was  not, 
however,  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
■valley  of  Munster.  The  standard-bearer  ap- 
pealed to  Bern,  reminding  the  town  of  its  an- 
cient protectorship,  and  entreating  assistance. 
As  the  bishop  persisted  in  his  claim  to  abso- 
lute authority,  and  continued  his  innovations 
and  annoyances  against  the  malcontents,  Bern 
despatched  several  thousand  men  to  the  frontiers 
for  their  protection,   reinstated  the  standard- 
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liearer  in  his  office,  and  the  ecmnlry  in  its  ftr- 
mer  rights.    This  so  mudi  incensed  the  bishop^ 
that  he  applied  to  the  catholic  cantons,  who 
hoped,  with  the  aid  of  France,  to  tsnoMto 
the  affair*    Beni,  however,   relied  nfca  the 
support  of  the  reformed  cantons  as  weB  at 
upon  receiving  assistance  from  Bngiand.   Ihe 
bishop,  seeing  he  could  not  carry  his  poiii^ 
sented  to  an  eqiutable  arrangemmit  witt 
and  Nidan  (March  30th  17D6),  leavinf  Hm 
inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  Munstear  in 
sion  of  their  rights;  it  was,  however,  so; 
agaiuHt  his  will,  that  he  incessantly  raisei  dif- 
ficulties under  various  pretexts,   more  mf^ 
dally  at  the  reformed  service  bdng  perfiMMi 
within  the  country.     The  Bernese  at  leaglk 
again  took  up  arms ;  the  mere  threat,  howefSy 
proved  sufficient  on  this  occasion.  (1711.) 

The  bishop  dierefore,  at  a  conferenet  it 
Arberg,  reconfirmed  the  rights  of  the  inhali^ 
tants  of  Munsterthal,  consenting  at  the  saw 
time  to  the  bitter  and  humiliating  oonditimi  rf 
forfeiting  the  sum  of  20,000  crowns,  if  in  fii- 
ture  he  did  not  redress  any  complaints 
three  months  after  the  second  and  third 
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iiMms  from  the  Benese;  for  the  execution  of 
"Wfaioh  the  priofy  of  Mnnster  was  4o  be  held 
in  pledge.  Although  pope  Clement  the  XI. 
loadly  denounoed  the  treaty  as  conoeding  to 
the  heretics  too  many  adTantages  over  the  ca- 
ttolics,  tiie  convention  was  notwithstanding 
flOrupulonsly  observed. 

Frequent  attenqpts  weie  subsequently  made 
by  the  bishops  of  Basle,  by  arbitrary  judg- 
ments and  acts  to  extend  their  right  of  sove- 
leignty;  but  with  no  better  success.  In  1711 
die  council  of  the  town  of  Neustadt  on  the 
lake  of  Bienne  having  banished  from  the 
country  one  of  its  townsmen,  tiie  relatives  of 
Hie  latter  carried  thmr  coiuplaint  before  the 
Udu^,  who,  without  xegfutd  to  the  justice  of 
die  ^ase,  ordered  the  council  to  revoke  its 
nentonce,  and  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  lawsuit 
Those  of  the  council  who  resisted  this  despo- 
tic interference,  including  the  burgomaster  and 
§ve  of  the  senatom,  were  degraded  frimi  their 
posts,  punished  by  heavy  fines,  and  declared 
•8  ootlaws.  The  fugitive  burgomaster,  Celier, 
wm  sentenced  to  deaths  and  the  entire  senate 
afterwards  disnolvedf  (1714.)    Bern  succeeded 
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at  length  in  again  restoring  tranquillity,  nl 
securing  to  the  town  its  liberty  and  legitiMto 

rights. 

The  bishop  acted  with  no  less  severity  to- 
wards the  town  of  Prontmt ,  to  which  llqior^ 
tant  privileges  had  been  granted  by  the  ftv« 
mer  emperors  and  lords,  which  at  aB  It 
mes  had  been  recognized  by  the  bisht^  Bnt 
when  Jacob  Sigismund  of  Reinach  came  to  Ito 
episcopal  see  he  strove  by  varioos  means  to 
curtail  as  much  as  possible  its  muuicipd  r^fhtoi 
Misguided  by  the  evil  counsel  of  his  nniister, 
the  baron  of  Ramschwag ,  he  refused  to  listen 
to  any  complaint,  and  denounced  the  proviiH 
cial  states  and  their  deputies  as  rebels.  The  j 
inhabitants  of  Pruntrut,  feeling  the  justice  d 
their  cause,  immediately  had  recourse  to  amBj 
on  which  the  bishop  agam  appealed  for  assi- 
stance to  the  catholic  cantons.  The  deputies 
of  these  cantons,  however,  after  a  mature  oon- 
sideration  of  the  affair  ^^  replied  to  the  bishop 
as  loyal  and  honest  men,  that  ,,If  the  preriH 
gatives  of  the  sovereign  are  to  exist,  the  liber- 
ties of  the  subject  must  also  be  respected.'' 
(1734.)    The  dispute.  Which  remained  and6ci- 
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dM  for  seven  years,  at  last  entirely  estranged 
Ad  hearts  of  the  people  from  their  prince. 
The  bishop ,  indignant  at  the  conduct  of  the 
oaalbderates,  at  length  caused  a  body  of  French 
tioops  to  advance  into  his  states,  and  punished 
Us  subjects  by  a  despotic  disposal  of  their  pro- 
perty) honours  and  lives.  The  people,  over- 
wIieliBed  widi  the  yoke  of  their  oppressor,  made 
BO  eflfort  at  resistance,  but  patiently  awaited 
A^'hoor  of  vengeance,  which  did  not  fail  at 
to  arrive. 


48. 

feklTolt  of  the  people  of  Werdenberg 

against  Glarus. 

1714  —  1740. 

'  About  the  same  period  the  small  district  of 
Werdenberg ,  also ,  became  the  scene  of  sor- 
rowftd  and  disastrous  events.  Since  1517, 
i^ten  Glarus  acquired  this  lordship  by  pur- 
ehese  from  die  lord  of  Heuwrai,  it  had  been 
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peaceably  adminiatjNred  by  goyernois  who  wmn 
ohanged  every  Ibird  year.  The  »«i*^fciiiifty 
at  first,  indeed,  viewed  with  great 
tion  thdlr  iflmvporalioB  with 'the  Hdtv«tie 
federocy,  aioce  it  out  off  eveiy  hope  of  ever 
redeenung  or  otherwise  gaining  their  Bbety, 
They  had  as  early  as  15t5  openly  fovvtod 
agamsl  their  new  siSBtera ;  they  were, 
soon  lediKped  to  fabmisston  and  had* 
ever  mooe  obedieiit  and  peaoeabia 
The  4000  inhabhants  of  the  three 
were  in  possession  of  productive  pasturages  m 
the  Toggenburg  Alps,  and  fertile  grounds  and 
orchards  in  the  valley;  besides  which ,  tfaqr 
could  boast  in  many  rights  and  ImmnniiMM. 
Their  deed  of  franchise,  by  virtue  of  whidi 
the  governor  was  excluded  from  all  share  is 
the  affairs  of  die  district,  and  incapable  of 
reaping  any  advantage  from  the  pasture-badB 
and  forests  held  in  common,  was  preserved  as 
a  sacred  treasure.  The  governors,  however, 
early  broke  through  these  restrictiras^  and  at 
length  assumed  the  administration  of  the 
munal  property,  woods  and  pasturages, 
menited  the  modus  paid  in  eowpeasatioB  im 
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tithes,  in  these  moantainous  districts 9  eom- 
mitted  numerous  Arbitrary  acts  respecting  the 
right  of  heriot,  the  fiOing  up  of  oi&ces,  and 
various  other  matters;  all  which  engendered 
a  feeling  of  irritation  in  the  people  and  roused 
them  to  assert  their  legitimate  and  acknow- 
ledged rights. 

One  day  whilst  the  fifteen  parishes  of  the 
territory  of  Glarus  were  met  in  a  general  as- 
sembly in  presence  of  the  chief  magistrates  of 
the  canton,  (1706)  some  who  were  present 
declared  that  the  deed  of  franchise  had  been 
granted  by  the  council  without  any  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  parishes,  and  that  therefore 
it  was  invalid,  and  only  detriment^  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  state.  On  which  die  assembly 
immediately  required  that  the  charter  should 
be  produced  in  order  to  be  examined. 

With  some  rductance  Werdenberg  trans- 
ferred their  treasure  to  the  hands  of  the  go- 
vernor Caspar  Trumpi,  for  inspection,  and  if 
any  forebodings  of  wrongful  dealing  had  been 
entertained,  they  were  soon  realised,  for  the 
diarter  was  never  returned.  The  lordship  ha- 
ving made  bitter,   but  still  reqiectful,  cobif- 
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plaints,   at  this  iniquitoos  detention  of  Atir 
charter,  a  triple  council  was  at  length  beUit 
Glanis,  which  promised  to  draw  up  a  finrih 
mental  act  which  should  comprise  aH  the  qiktB 
enjoyed  by  the  people  of  Werdenberg  fiw 
the  most  remote  periods,  and  which  fibfiU 
then  be  delivered  over  to  them.    The  fevjky 
however,  who  felt  distrustful  of  this  proaii^ 
asked  only  to  have  back  the  chaitw,  as  tltfir 
own  property :   but  when  they  found  dut  d^ 
heed  was  given  to  their  request,   after  fifiM*- 
years  of  entreaty,  they  refused  to  do  the  oh 
stomary  homage  before  the  newly  appeiflt^ 
governor.  (1719.)    The  original  charter  wa» 
now  promised  to  be  restored  on  performu)^ 
of  the  required  homage,  and  the  landamni^ 
of  Glarus  addressing  the  people  assemblel  i^ 
the  church  of  Grabs,   said:    „I  am  old,  «'' 
have  already  one  foot  in  the  grave,  but  I  shoil^ 
fain  see  the  other  follow  if  we  do  not  ka^ 
our  word  with  you."    But  the  confidence^ 
the  peoplei  had  been  too  often  deceived,  to  b^ 
again  restored.    Glarus,  astonished  at  the  r^^ 
sistance,  had  recourse  to  Zurich,  as  head  ^' 
the  confederation,  and  to  the  confederates  vrt^^ 


491 


were  then  holding  a  diet  atFraa^dcL  Wei^ 
denberg  pursued  the  same  course,  but  their 
deputies  were  dismissed  unheard,  with  orders 
to  submit  to  dieir  government,  and  do  the  re- 
quired homage.  This  they  now  consented  to, 
without  however  desisting  from  the  demand  of 
their  just  rights.  (1790.)  The  government 
then  invited  the  deputies  of  Werdenberg*  to 
repair  to  Glarus,  on  promise  given  on  their 
honour  and  oath,  of  safe^onduct,  in  order  to 
search  for  documents  and  negodate  on  the 
subject  of  their  diarter.  Upon  their  arrival^ 
however,  the  severest  threats  were  employed 
to  induce  them  to  relinquish  their  claims;  diey 
were  thrown  into  prison,  and  one  of  the  most 
determined  and  inflexible  of  their  number  was 
found  to  have  suddenly  expired.  ■  This  was 
the  more  afflicting  to  the  Werdenbergers  since 
it  shewed  them,  that ,  in  the  eye  of  the  con- 
federates, the  rights  of  the  subject  and  those 
of  the  government  were  not  of  equal  sanctity. 
Forty  men  of  the  three  parishes  now  solemnly 
swore,  rather  to  sacrifice  theur  property  and 
lives,  than  their  country's  rights.  The  com- 
motion spread   throughout  the  country,    the 
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people  assumed  a  bold  and  menadng  attitadi^ 
and  die  governor,  shot  up  within  his  mAf 
seemed  rather  a  prisoner  than  a  raler.  Ih 
vored,  however,  by  the  darkness  of  the  nigii^ 
he  succeeded  in  introdudng  a  garriSM 
seventy  five  men  from  Glarus. 

As  soon  u^  the  people  heard  of  dus, 
tocsin  was  sounded,  and  armed  bands 
forth  from  every  commune,  shouting  and 
rjring  forward  to   attack  the  castle;   M 
they  were  perfectly  undisciplined  and  wilhfla^ 
the  advantage  of  any  skilful  leaders,  thfffl^ 
sooner  heard  the  thund^  of  the  cannon  f0^ 
opened  updn  them  from  the  castle-walls,  thaK^ 
they  were  seized  with  dismay,  and  preeipat*^ 
tely  took  to  flight  (October  81st  17tl.)   Fhf^ 
days  after  this  event,  the  Glaronese  geoenL^ 
Bartholemew  Paravicini  arrived  at  the  head'^ 
8000  men,    who  were  followed  by  depotie^^ 
from  the  head-*canton  Zurich* 

The  Werdenbergers  seeing  their  cause 
become  hopeless,    and   moved  more  by 
aspect  of  the  overwhelming  force  of  the 
federates,  than  by  the  eloquence  of  theZuri^^ 
deputies,  proceeded  to  the  castle  covered  vf^ 
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eonfdsion,  to  surrender  (heir  arms.  At  the 
entreaty  of  the  governments  of  Zuridi  and 
Bern,  that  the  poor  and  misguided  inhabitants 
should  be  treated  with  moderation,  Olacus 
marched  its  troops  back  as  far  as  Azmoos,  on 
the  day  they  delivered  op  thor  arms,  though 
in  the  midst  of  a  violent  storm. 

But  it  is  the  diaracteristic  of  an  ignorant 
people  to  reflect  as  Utile  on  the  past  as  to  care 
for  the  future,  and  to  display  as  mudi  inso- 
lence when  danger  is  over,  as  cowardice  when 
it  was  present.  None  of  the  accused  appeared 
at  the  castle  in  exculpation  of  their  conduct, 
as  they  had  undertaken  to  do.  Each  again 
affected  the  hero.  A  general  assembly  was 
held,  at  which  they  swore  to  abide  by  each 
other  through  every  danger  in  defence  of  their 
rights;  and  to  ensure  a  retreat  in  the  last  ex- 
tremity, they  constructed  forthwith  a  bridge 
across  the  Rhine.  At  the  aj^roadi  of  the 
Glamese  troops  who  again  marched  to  the 
scene  of  revolt,  the  bands  of  unarmed  rebels 
fled  across  the  Rhine,  trying  to  persuade  them^ 
selves  that  poverty  and  exile  were  preferable 
to  their  country  when  its  rights  were  violated 
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and  trampled  npon.  It  was,  howiever,  in  the 
winter  season,  and  .ttie  cries  of  the  ddUtai 
almost  dead  from  cold,  with  the  bitter  laiMih 
tations  of  the  women,  overcame  the  conge 
of  the  men,  who  deispatched  messengmi  f9 
the  castle  of  Werdenberg  to  crave  for  pardiB, 
and  a  few  days  after,  resigned  to  mttwaHn 
the  worst,  they  returned  to  the  huts  they  had 
aband<med«  A  few  only  preferred  a  volmlary 
exile  to  the  oath  of  submission  as  thralls.  (De« 
cember  31st  1721.) 

Glarus  now  proceeded  to  pass  s^itenoe 
upon  the  rebels.  The  names  of  Leonard 
Beusch  of  Rafis,  of  John  Beusch,  Jacob  Vor- 
burger,  John  Rauw  and  John  Senn,  as  spo- 
kesmen of  the  people,  were  affixed  to  die 
gallows. 

Fines  and  confiscations  amounting  to  moie 
than  70,000  florins,  degradations  and  bahisli* 
ment  were  the  punishments  awarded  to  Ae 
participators  of  the  revolt;  but  none  were  sen- 
tenced to  death.  The  blood  which  in  civil 
commotions  flows  from  the  scaffold  or  the  sml 
of  a  free  country  is  often  the  germ  of  inn 
precatiou  and  vengeance  Which  only  shoots 
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forth  among  the  grandchildren  of  the  victims. 
Though  Glarus  annulled  every  charter  and  pri- 
vilege enjoyed  by  the  Werdenbergers,  the 
pasture-districts  on  the  linth  a  few  years  af- 
terwards generously  resolved  to  free  the  sub- 
jects of  this  canton  from  many  grievances,  by 
a  poUtic  restriction  of  the  power  of  the  gover- 
nors, restoring  ultimately  to  the  Werdenber- 
gers  also  their  rights  and  civil  existence;  *— 
an  act  of  moderation  which  they  had  never 
reason  to  regret 
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Party-rage  and  disturbances  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Zug.  —  Power  and  ill-fortune 
of  the  landammann  Schumacher. 


1714  —  17^. 


Scarcely  had  domestic  peace  been  restored 
in  Glarus,  than  it  was  banished  by  the  vio- 
lence of  party-spirit  from  the  territory  of  Zug. 

On  the  borders  of  a  beautiful  lake,  in  the 
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midst  of  the  Alps,  lies  the  small  town  of  Zof , 
which,  from  its  position  over  a  soft  and  fikbfe 
strata,  is  not  wholly  secure  from  danger.  At 
ready  (in  1435  and  1504)  thia  bank  of  tk 
lake  had  been  rent  asunder,  and  prec^tCKed 
into  the   lake  with  its  gardens  and  boiMS. 
The  small  district,  dependant  on  the  tow%  bad 
been  formerly  (between  1350  and  1484)  por-   I 
chased  from  the  di£forent  knights  and  oonvenfts, 
from  the   savings   of  the  municipal  treasmy, 
and  since  placed  under  the  rule  of  GeveiwifS. 
The  bailliage  of  Hunenberg,  which,  in  1414, 
had  redeemed  its  freedom,  voluntarily  aooef  ted 
the  sovereignty  of  Zug,  with  the  proviso  of 
retainiug  its  own  rights.    A   few  ancient  and 
noble  families,  however,  either  as  inheriting  a 
great  fortune,  or  name,  or  else  from  their  per- 
sonal merit  or  the  influence  of  their  party,  ge- 
nerally secured  to  themselves  the  first  offices* 
This  gave  rise  to  frequent  dissentions.   Some- 
times they  were  at  issue  with  the   citiaseDS, 
sometimes  engaged  in  persecuting  each  odier, 
and  at   other  times  selling  to  foreign  poweis 
their  own  and  their  country's  services  for  gold 
and  titles. 
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The  conmuue^  of  Aegeii,  Menziogen  ami 
Baar^  free  in  their  own  oenstitatioii  and  laws 
and  altogether  independant  of  the  town,  co&i- 
stituted  with  the  latter  the  entire 'canton.  Tlie 
landanuaan,  as  head  of  the  repnUi<^  was  cho- 
sen alternately  from  tfaese^  firar  distiicts.  The 
petty  pferogatires  whicdi  the  town  possessed 
and  frequently  abused,  served. only  to  idierish 
the  hatred  and  jealousy  ot  the  country  against 
it;  and  scarcely  a  century  passed,  without 
tumultuous  and  often  bloody  scraes  occurring 
between  diem.  On  one  occasion  (170t)  A^reri, 
Menzingen  and  Baar  would  have  dissolved 
tiieir  alliance  with  &e  town  and  jEbnned  a 
liberate  canto%  hst  .for  the  intervention  of  the 
ecmfederates. 

Amongst  the  nriiest  families  of  the  country 
were  the  Zurlanbens,  barons  of  Thurm  and 
OesteUenborg.  For  two  hundred  years  they 
had  been  almost  constantly  in  possession  of 
Ao  highest  digmties  in  the  stato;  they  were 
further  distinguished  by  Hieor  subserviency  to 
the  kings  of  France,  wlmconfided  to  them  the 
distribution  of  the  French  pensions  both  sti^ 
pulatod  and  gratuitous^  with  the  view  of  pro- 
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oaring  them  partiMiis.  They  had  besides  ob- 
tained from  the  mnmdpal  and  oommonal  cooih 
cil  the  lucrative  monopoly  in  salt^  of  wUA 
they  imported  annually  six  hundred  barreb 
from  upper  Butrgundy.  The  adversaries  of  this 
powerful  family  were  viewed  as  the  adm- 
saries  of  France,  and  consequently  as  parti- 
sans of  Austria. 

Amongst  the  latter  was  AnAony  Schanub* 
cher,  a  man  of  shrewd  but  vident  charactflr; 
he  was  a  member  of  the  council,  and  dealer 
in  the  salt  imported  from  HdL    He,   with  the 
other  opponents  of  the  landammanFiddisZur- 
lauben,  complained,  and  not  without  reason,  of 
the  bad  quality  of  the  Burgundy  salt^  throwing 
out  suspicions  as  to  the  honest  administration 
of  this  department  of  the  govemni6nt,(and  finally 
impugned  the  partiality  discovered  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  pensions  and  gratuities  granted 
by  France.    For  die  French  monarchs  often 
appointed  Swiss,  whose  venal  devotedness  they 
had  tried,  to   be  dispensers  of  their  gracious 
favors  and  the  instruments    for  raising  new 
dependants  and  mercenaries  for  foreign  orowns. 

The  communes  of  Baar  and  Menzingen 
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^Nmded  these  complaints,  asserting  that  the 
money  should  be  distributed  in  equal  propor* 
tions  to  every  citizen.  ,9 Are  we  not  all,''  said 
liiey,  9,great  and  small,  the  king's  allies."  As 
soon  as  Fidelis  was  informed  of  this,  he  cau- 
sed several  pensions  and  presents  to  be  di»- 
triboted  among  the  people,  and  had  open  tables 
at  the  inn  for  all  who  came,  in  order  to  gain 
fkioids  and  partisans  against  die  Hard  party, 
as  his  enemies  were  called. 

When,  however,  Josaas  Schi<&er  of  Baar, 
an  enemy  of  the  Znrlaubens,  and  one  of  the 
Hard  party,  became  landamman  of  the  canton 
(1788),  an  equal  distribution  of  the  French 
money  was  immediately  decreed.  But  finding 
tfaat  France  opposed  this  arrangement,  his  p«rty 
became  so  exasperated,  that  they  commenced 
a  system  of  persecution  against  the  favorites 
of  the  crown  of  France,  sumamed  the  Hild, 
who  were  not  only  ill-treated,  but  stripped  of 
their  offices  to  make  way  for  the  dependants 
of  Austria.  The  landamman  Fidelis,  accused 
of  an  abuse  of  power  in  the  distribution  of 
ecclesiastical  and  civil  offices,  as  well  as  of 
firequent  exactions  and  usurious   transactions. 
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was  sentenced  to  make  restitution  of  his  il* 
got  wealth;  bat  as  he,  in  meanwhile,  temfd 
to  Locern,  his  property  was  oonfisoated  a»l  a 
sentence  of  banishment  passed  against  hial,  jbr 
the  term  4>f  a  hundred  and  one  jroars.  Tim 
was  he  doomed  never  again  to  see  his  ma- 
try.  Others  of  the  same  party  fled  hi  13n 
manner,  and  incorred  the  same  pnmfrhMwf 
The  like  iate  befelt  he  hmdammans  Web«ari 
Christopher  Andermatt,  who,  in  1315,  hadalgMd 
at  Solenre  a  treaty  with  France,  on  bdiatfof 
the  canton  of  Zng,  which  contained,  as  wm 
rumoured,  a  secret  article  for  the  dismemberanat 
of  Switzserland  by  the  foreign  powers. 

Two  years  afkerwards  (lV8f)  the  gcBenl 
assembly  having  conferred  the  dignity  <rf  hoi* 
amman  upon  Anthony  Schumadiw,  the  aUiann 
with  the  king  of  France,  idio  now  sentne^lMr 
pensions  nor  presents,  was  dissolved.  Oio 
man  only  was  found  courageous  enough  to 
represent  to  the  people,  the  danger  of  sudi  a 
step ;  this  was  the  senator.  Beat  Gaidar  Uti- 
ger:  he  was,  however,  obliged  instantly  to 
fly  the  country,  to  save  his  life. 

The  landammanSchumachernowestaMmhed 
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a  new  eouncil  oampooed  of  mne  of  bis  owa 
subservient  partisans,  who  were  investeid  by 
the  people  with  a  power  abnost  niilika^tiA 
Fresh  perseoiibioas.  wore  set  on  foot  against 
the  partisans  sff  France,  numbers  of  whom 
were  thrown  into  prison.  Those  who  sneceeded 
in  escaping,  were  hung  in  efiBgy,  and  thm 
names  affixed  to  the  gallows*  Whoever  ex- 
pressed compassion  for  those  in  exile,  or  venr 
tnred  to  reflect  on  the  conduct  of  the  Hard 
party,  yrexe  sent^ieed  to  the  pillory  or  turned 
into  objects  of  derision,  by  being  conpelled  to 
wear  for  a  whole  year,  a  red  Juiit-cap.  Schu- 
macher encteavonred  even  to  detadi  Uri,  Schwjras, 
and  Unterwalden  from  .France.  In  all  these 
proceedings  he  might  possibly  have  been  in- 
fluenced by  the  honorable  inleotion  of  deUver* 
riig  his  country  from  the  perancious  influence 
of  foreign  g<dd  and  intrigne^  but  it  is  also  pro- 
bable, that  he  ^itertained  hopes,  that  France 
would  agree  to  an  equal  division,  of  the  sums 
it  sent,  in  whidi  event  the  fall  pf  the  S&ur- 
laubens  would  be  certain. 

These  well-intentioned*  but  violent  mea- 
sures qf  the  landamman,  had  now  lasted  for 
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two  years.  Many  amongst  the  party  of  the 
Hard,  however,  seeing  their  expectationa  d»- 
appointed,  at  length  relented  and  longed  te 
repose  and  the  retom  of  their  former  and  eoOf 
led  friends.  Schumacher,  whoiiwas  unprepaied 
for  this  fickleness  of  the  people,  had  reoourae 
to  the  most  miprecedentcd  measures  o  pr»- 
vent  any  communication  between  the  citiaflBB 
and  the  exiled,  and  guard  against  any  altenpt 
to  shake  off  his  deq;iotic  rule.  The  eommuei 
were  forced  to  arm  themselves,  captains  woe 
sent  into  all  the  bailliages,  and  special  goanfe 
were  established  in  Baar  and  M enziiigen.  Be- 
sides these  precautions,  the  gates  of  the  town 
of  Zug  were  repaired  and  ordered  to  be  opened 
at  a  later  hour,  and  to  be  shut  much  earlier. 
These  proceedings  excited  great  astonishmeot 
among  the  people  who  saw  no  enemy  ^jir; 
whilst  the  great  expense  they  led  to  did  not 
feU  to  call  forth  murmurings  and  other  signs 
of  discontent 

The  term  of  Schumacher's  authority  having 
expired  he  was  succeeded,  as  landamman,  by 
John  Peter  Staub,  and  as  none  of  the  promises 
given  by  his  predecessor  to  the  people  had 


been  realised  the  credit  of  the  Mild  party  rose 
oonsiderably.  The  new  landanunan  himself, 
frilowing  the  tide  of  public  opinion,  joined  their 
party,  which  soon  became  by  far  the  strongest 
After  a  lapse  ef  some  months,  Schumacher 
gave  in  his  report  of  the  outstanding  public 
money,  when  it  was  discovered  that  he  had 
considerable  sums  in  his  possession  without 
die  authority  and  knowledge  of  the  council; 
on  which  he,  together  with  his  accomplices 
and  creatures,  were  expelled  from  the  council 
and  sent  ofP  to  prison. 

This  was  no  sooner  known  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  canton  than  the  Hard  party  were 
indignantly  ousted  from  their  posts,  and  innn- 
flMrable  complaints  uttered  against  the  terrors 
of  Hieur  rule;  those  who  had  been  banished 
^Pljl  now  recalled,  and  received  in  every  cot- 
tage with  tears  of  joy.  Anthony  Schumacher, 
leas  from  a  feeling  of  just  retribution  than 
party-revenge,  was  now  conducted  to  the  gal- 
lows, where  the  names  of  the  banished  had 
been  exhibited;  after  having  been  torn  down 
by  the  hangman  (March  9th  1735) ,  the.  hum- 
bled lundamman  was  made  to  carry  them  on 
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his  shoulders  to  the  town-halL    His  ^  cft» 
treaty  was  that  they  would  spare  bis  life.  Akr 
the.  hearing  of  tea  grave  charges  against 
he  was  sentenced  by.  the  judges  to 
banishment  from  Switzerland^  and  three 
hard  labor  on  board  the  galleys^ 

The   populace,    however,  with  whOB 
formerly  stood  so  high,  demanded  the 
of  his  life.  To  prevent  any  disturbance^  wUda 
the  state  of  the  public  feeling  seemed  to -ttni^ 
\en^  he  was  conducted  before  day^bretk  wilfc 
fetters  on  his  hands  and  feet,  to  the  lake  (Jbj 
18th  1735)   where    his   anguished    daughter, 
locked  in  his  embrace,  poured  forth  the  teeis 
of  an  eternal  farewelL    The  crowd  looked  oi 
in  silence,  and  saw  him,  surrounded  by  a  te* 
midable  guard,  enter  the  boat  by  wbidi  kf 
wa^  to  quit  for  ever  a  soil  which  oSer^fff^ 
other  memento  of  him  than  tears  and  execra* 
tions.    Thus,  like  a  venal  courtesan,  does  po- 
pularity requite  the  faith  of  her  votaries  with 
sorrow  and  repentance.    His  death,   however, 
which  took  place  in  the  fortress  of  Turin  se- 
ven  weeks   after  his  departure,  rescued  him 
from  the  horrors  of  the  Sardinian  galleys. 
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But  tbe  aucient  evils  which  afflicted  the 
country,  mistrust  and  dissension,  still  continued 
for  years  afterwards.  Zug  renewed  its  alliance 
with  France,  whose  pensions  were  again  re- 
mitted, in  secret^  to  its  partisans.  As  soon 
as  this  was  discovered^  a  fresh  storm  burst 
forth  (1764)  and  those  who  had  accepted  of 
bribes  were  comdemned  to  refund  them  into 
the  public  treasury,  besides  being  severely 
fined  and  outlawed.  It  was  not  without  dif- 
ficulty that  the  confederates  prevented  another 
sedition  in  1788,  when  through  their  mediation, 
the  people  obtained  from  France  the  liberty- 
of  receiving  salt,  as  formerly,  from  Burgundy 
or  an  equivalent  in  money;  which,  together 
with  the  pensions  stipulated  with  the  confede* 
ratgfc  were  to  be  equaOy  shared  by  every  ci-- 
tt4|pn  the  state. 
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50. 

Contest  of  the  Hard  and  Mild  parties 
in  Rhodes  exterior. 

X714  —  1740. 

Nothing  but  evil  can  enaue  when  mtgis* 
trates,  instead  of  bearing  in  mind  that  tbef 
are  merely  the  servants  of  the  state,  refutf^ 
the  state  to  serve  them  whenever  they  wish 
to  gratify  their  own  selWove^  revenge  orpriie. 
It  was  this  breach  of  duty  which  caused  soA 
misery  at  Zug  and  had  nearly  kindled  fte 
ilanies  of  civil  war  in  the  canton  of  4^p| 

Since   the    time  that   the  twelve 
Rhodes  or  districts  of  the   country  of  A; 
zell  had  separated  on  account  of  their  dib' 
rence  of  religion  by  which  the  Rhodes  inte^ 
rior,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps^  remainei 
catholic  and  Rhodes  exterior,  on  the  banks  i 
the  Sitter,  was  of  the  reformed  faith,  boUi  were 
viewed  in   the    confederacy  as  forming  only 
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one  canton,  although  amongst  themselves  they 
were  wholly  distinct  and  independant  in  laws 
and  customs,  no  less  than  in  religion. 

The  ancient  town  of  Appenzell  continued 
to  be  the  capital  of  Rhodes  interior,  but  in 
Rhodes- exterior,  which  was  divided  by  the 
Sitter  into  two  unequal  parts,  disputes  long 
prevailed  about  the  choice  of  the  chief  town, 
and  the  nomination  of  the  magistrates;  for,  as 
die  population  before  the  Sitter  was  more  nu- 
merous than  that  behind  it,  the  latter  was  the  more 
jealous  of  its  rights,  till  at  length  each  part 
agreed  to  appoint  its  own  authorities.  Upon 
this  Trogen  became  the  chief-town  of  the  ter- 
ritory before  the  Sitter,  and  Herisau  of  the 
other  part.  But  this  arrangement,  far  from  ex- 
tinguishing the  jealousy  which  existed  be- 
rnHl^them,  served  only  to  cherish  it 

^e  family  of  the  Zell  wegers,  which  had  grown 
opulent  by  industry  in  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures, enjoyed  at  Trogen  considerable  influence; 
whilst  at  Herisau  resided  Uie  distinguished 
family  of  the  Wetters.  A  member  of  the  lat- 
ter  family  had  been  invested  with  the  dignity 
of  landamman  at  the  time  when  the  tomi  of 
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St  Gall  was  involved  in  fresh  diaqpotos  wtdi 
the  Appenzellers,  concerning  the  right  of  til- 
lage. (1732)  The  people  of  St  Gall  proposed 
that  the  point  in  dispute  should  be  referred  br 
arbitration  to  two  cantons  of  the  Gonfederatioii, 
conformably  to  article  83  of  the  Ronwhadi 
treaty,  concluded  after  the  Toggenburg  war. 

This  proposal,  however,  was  disdainiiillj 
rejected  by  the  landamman  Wetter,  who  re- 
plied: „the  peace  of  Rorschach  is  not  Inoidii^ 
on  us,  it  has  not  been  ratified  by  any  of  av 
oommunes,  but  was  signed  without  their  knair- 
ledge  or  consent  by  a  few  individual  haadi 
of  the  country,  who,  if  living,  should  be  pa- 
nished  as  traitors  to  liberty  and  justice,  in  giaa- 
ting  to  St  Gall  the  power  of  augmenting  the 
tolls  at  discretion.^ 

Now,  of  all  the  magistrates  of  Ap|JMii 
who  had  been  witnesses  to  the  treaty  ofVar- 
schach,  none  were  living  but  the  relatival  if 
the  Zellweger  family  at  Trogen,  which,  tm 
its  great  wealth,  had  acquired  so  prepondva- 
ting  an  influence  in  the  country  as  to  ezdli 
the  jealousy  and  hatred  of  the  landaaBMi 
Wetter.    He  therefore  concluded 
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tr  adding)  ),and  this  they  did  only  from  sel- 
Um  motives,  keeping  up  a  secret  understand* 
K>  with  St.  Gall  to  the  detriment  of  their 
country." 
^Fhe  Zellwegers,  however,  rebutted  these 
by  saying:  — *  ^^Were  not  the  chiefs 
tih0  country  on  each  side  of  the  Sitter  pre- 
at  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  Rorschach? 
V^«is  it  not  accepted  by  the  magistrates  and 
Ittjv^  of  both  Rhodes,  and  has  not  the  treaty 
iv^eady  been  appealed  to  and  carried  into  ef- 
^Wt  in  the  dispute  with  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
B^  in  the  year  1720  concerning  the  tolls? 
MTliy  should  you  now  so  strenuously  oppose 

it  Unless  from  evil  motives.'^ 

• 

But  the  people  behind  the  Sitter  would  not 
fi*lcn  to  this,  but  gave  credit  only  to  the  as- 

ahps  of  the  landamman  Wetter,  loading  the 
wooers  and  theur  friends  with  reproaches. 
Oie  day,  when  the  chiefs  from  all  the  Rhodes 
^^ivive  assembled  at  Herisau,  the  riotous  pea* 
Huts,,  who  were  designated  the  Hard,  attacked 
ihe  8Miate*house,  and  forced  an  entrance  into 
Ihjp  haU.  Naturally  rough  and  ferocious,  they 
tegut  to  maltreat  those  of  the  council  who 
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I'espected  the  treaty  of  Rorschnch,  and  who 
on  that  account  were  called  the  Mild,  chaaiAg 
the  Zellwegers  to  the  window  in  order  to  throw 
them  out,  to  serve  as  victims  to  the  popular 
rage.  Nor  was  tranquillity  restored  until  ev&ry 
member  of  the  council  had  declared  aloud  from 
the  window:  ^^The  government  was  wrong  in 
not  submitting  the  Rorschach  treaty  to  any  of 
the  communes.'' 

The  parishes  before  the  Sitter,  hearing  of 
the  maltreatment  of  their  magistrates,  resolved 
to  take  revenge;  they  were,  however,  dissuih- 
ded  from  their  purpose  by  the  Zellw^ers 
and  other  worthy  men,  who  advised  then 
to  await  the  meeting  of  the  approaching  ge- 
neral assembly. 

When  the  people  from  the  Rhodes,  before 
the  Sitter  arrived  at  Teufen  to  be  pres^Mat 
the  general  assembly,  (November  20th  Iw) 
they  found  the  inhabitants  from  the  Rhodes 
behind  the  Sitter  assembled  in  vast  nomben 
around  the  landamman's  seat,  which  was  de- 
corated with  ancient  swords.  The  latter  by 
their  numbers  and  overwhelming  erics  w* 
ried  all   before  them :   they  deposed  those  of 
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the  chief  magistrates  who  were  of  the  Mild 
party,  and  pronounced  all  those  innocent,  who 
Jiad  suffered  for  their  resolute  opposition  to  the 
Rorschach  peace. 

From  this  time  nothing  but  animosity  and 
hatred  pervaded  the  country;  incessant  broils 
and  persecutions  took  place  between,  the  two 
adverse  parties  of  the  Hard  and  Mild,  and  the 
partisans  of  Wetter  and  Zellweger,  which  ter- 
minated in  both  appealing  to  the  confederates. 
A  diet  was  held  at  Frauenfeld  (January  1733) , 
but  as  it  led  to  no  result,  the  popular  indig- 
nation burst  forth  into  open  violence,  in  both 
Rhodes,  and  women  and  children  fled  for  sa- 
fety into  the  neighbouring  Rheinthal.  A  de- 
putation from  the  diet  now  repaired  to  Uerisau 
to  negociate  a  peace.  Escher,  governor  of 
ZiUlch  and  head  of  the  deputation,  succeeded 
by  judicious  arguments  in  appeasing  the  couur 
cil,  declaring  that  the  confederates  had  never 
intended  to  impose  on  any  of  its  members 
conventions  which  were  unacceptable  to  them; 
on  this  deputies  from  ten  parishes  were  ap- 
|(iointed  to  communicate  with  those  of  the  diet 
iSut  their  numbers  were  so  great,  amounting 
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to  between  four  and  five  thousaiid,  that  the 
market-place  of  Herisau  could  not  contain  thcM. 
Nothing  but  clamorous  threats  could  be  heaid; 
^jWhat,"  vociferated  they,  ,,are  you  come  ta 
support  the  rebellion  of  the  Mild,  and  force 
upon  a  free  people  a  convention  to  whidi  they 
never  consented?  Ai'e  we  subjects  or  are  we 
still  free  men?" 

This  boisterous  conference  continued  till 
late  in  the  evening,  when,  by  the  light  of  tor* 
ches  and  lanterns,  the  deputies  of  the  confe- 
derates were  forced,  on  a  cold  winter's  njfbt^ 
to  repair  to  ^a  plain  near  Herisau,  and  deliver 
to  the  people  a  ivritten  assurance,  that  they 
should  never  be  required  to  agree  to  the  trea^ 
of  Rorschach.  (February  19th  1733.)  On  the 
following  day,  fresh  crowds  again  hastened  ti 
Herisau  to  require  that  the  mediators  shpU 
urge  the  rebel  party  of  the  Mild  to  subnut  to 
the  decree  of  the  general  assembly;  but  tht 
deputies  of  Zurich  and  Bern  replied:  „OurGa»* 
tons  are  the  authors  and  guarantees  of  tht 
contested  article  in  the  Rorschach  treaty:  cat 
we  act  against  those  who  will  remain  faithfol 
to  it?  Never  shall  the  clamours  of  these  pen- 
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pie  force  119  to  consent  to  what  our  duty  for«- 
bids."  The  other  deputies,  however^  overcome 
by  their  fears, .  thought  that'  they  were  bound 
to  appease  the  infuriate  mi^tude.  They  ac- 
cordingly gave  to  the  people  a  written  decla- 
ration, that  the  party  of  the  Mild  ought  to 
submit  to  the  decree  of  the  general  assembly. 
As  this  was  all  the  party  of  the  Hard  had  de* 
sired  they  now  dispersed^  satisfied  with  their 
success.  This  conduct,  however,  of  the  Ap-* 
pcnzellers,  and  the  injurious  treatment  experien- 
ced by  the  deputies  of  the  confederates,  ex- 
cited the  greatest  indignation  in  the  mediatotial 
cantons,  particularly  those  of  Zurich  and  Bern* 
But  the  wounds  left  by  the  Toggenburg  war 
were  too  recent  for  them  to  venture  upon  any 
hostile  measures.  They  therefore  brought  the 
matter  under  discussion  in  the  diets  of  Frauen- 
feld  and  Aarau;  bv^  as  their  represenlationv 
were  not  backed  by  force,  they  led  to  no  ether 
result  but  that  of  keeping  ahve  the  covstage  ^ 
the  Mild  in  resisting  their  victorious  oppouenfs.' 
The  deadly  hatred  between  the  two  pftr^ 
fi6»'  at  length  burst  forth  into  open  vicdence  hi 
tfur  town  of  Giras,  the  inhaUtants  of  whieb 
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were  obliged  to  inqplore  assistance  from  He 
neighbouring  towns.  In  this  conflict,  in  vrUA 
the  combattants  fought  with  clubs  and  sticks, 
the  Hard  were  again  victorious,  plundering  the 
bams  and  cellars  belonging  to  the  party  of 
the  Mild.  The  latter,  on  the  other  hand,  de- 
termined to  be  revenged,  assembled  in  anas 
the  next  day  at  Trogen  and  Speicher.  The 
forces  of  the  Hard,  protected  by  artillery,  were 
assembled  under  their  banners  at  Teufen:  tke 
blood  of  one  dtizen  was  about  to  flow  by  die 
hand  of  another,  when  the  timely  interventioaof 
the  government  of  Appenzell,  supported  by  the 
confederate  mediators  then  at  St  Gall,  succeeded 
in  separating  the  hostile  parties  and  in  restoriag 
peace. 

The  party  of  the  Mild  were  by  this  tiae 
convinced  that  they  were  by  far  the  weaker 
of  the  two ;  they  accordingly  abandoned  their 
cause  as  hopeless,  and  the  general  assembly  il 
Hundwyl  confirmed  the  decision  pronounced 
at  Teufen  the  year  before.  The  most  distio* 
guished  of  the  defeated  party  were  stripped  of 
their  places  and  honours,  and  made  to  expiate^ 
by  heavy  fines,  the  traitorous  hopes  they  had 
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cherished  of  receiving  assistancefrom  the  can* 
Ions  and  diets. 


51. 

Conspiracy  of  Henzi  at  Bern. 
1740  -  n4». 

Wliatever  the  opinion  of  the  confederates 
might  have  been  as  to  the  terminatioD  of  the 
contests  on  the  Sitter,  they  carefully  avoided 
making  it  known;  it  was  above  all  things  es^ 
sential  for  them  to  preserve  domestic  tranquit* 
lily,  when  every  canton,  more  or  less,  was 
harassed  with  its  own  particular  troubles^ 
which  soon,  indeed,  assumed  at  Bern  a  most 
serious  aspect  The  supreme  power  within 
this  town  had  anciently  been  invested  in  the 
citizens,  by  virtue  of  a  charter  granted  to^ 
Ihem  in  1S18  by  the  emperor  Frederic  IL 
From  that  time  the  comnmne  annually  ap- 
pointed its  magistrates,  who  were  generally 
chosen  from  the  nobles  established  >vithin  the 
town,  as  being,  by  thdr  wealth,  education 
and  leisore,  better  calculated  to  govern  a  state 
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with  dignity,  thatt  the  eommon  burghers:  M 
as,  in  the  coarse  of  time,  the  haughty  and  iap 
bitious  pretentions  of  this  class  led   them  t» 
aspire  to  exclusive  power,  the  citizens  assen> 
bled  in  the  Prediger-church,  in  the  year  1981, 
where  they  confided  their  liberties  to  the  8»- 
feguard  of  a  constitutional  charter,   by  whiii, 
an  effectual  barrier  would  be  raised  against 
all  future  abuse.    By  this  it  was  estaUiaiied) 
that  sixteen  burghers  and  four  standard-be*^ 
rers,  or  bannerets,  should  elect  annually  from 
the  class'  of  artisans ,  the  two  hundred  mewb* 
hers  of  the  grand  council;   (as  had  been  die 
custom  since  1294)  for  it  was  thought  le» 
difficult  to  find   twenty   incorruptible  men  to 
stem  the  ambition  of  the  rich  families,  than  to 
exterminate  in  a  great  crowd  the  influence  rf 
gold   and  intrigue.    The  commune,   however, 
reserved  to  itself  the  power  of  legislating  on 
important  matters,   as  well  as  that  of  making 
peace  or  war. 

By  degrees,  however,  the  powerful  ban- 
nerets  selected  as  members  of  the  grand  oonn* 
eil  none  but  their  own  adherents  and  relativee^ 
wha  imperceptibly  succeeded  in  makiB^  their 
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wat  in  the  government  bereditftry.  The  grand 
ciHuicU^  hi  concert  with  the  bannerets  and  the 
flixteea,  assumed  the  right  of  renewing  itself 
while  the  assembly  t)f  burghers,  by  degrees, 
became  less  frequent  and  at  length  altogether 
oeased.  In  1531  the  first  law  was  passed 
without  the  sanction  of  the  citizens;  and  in 
1586,  when  war  was  resolved  on  with  Savoy, 
the-  commune  was  for  the  last  time  consulted. 
At  length  the  supreme  authority  became  an 
h«ir-loom  in  the  hands  of  those  families  who 
had  seats  in  the  grand  council.  The  citizens, 
it  is  true,  were  still  eligible  to  the  highest 
dignities,  but  the  few  reigning  families  mono- 
polissed  every  place  and  office  amongst  them- 
wdves. 

Illegitimate  power,  however  just  and  wise 
in  its  administration,  can  never  wholly  obM* 
terate  by  any  subsequent  virtues  the  stain  of 
its  original  injustice;  it  will  ever  have  cause 
to  tremble  for  its  own  safety.  The  charter, 
gpranted  by  Berchthold,  and  the  cmistitutional 
laws,  enacted  by  the  citizens,  were  still  pre- 
served within  their  golden  cases^  but  the  leigB- 
^ig  fcmilies  dii  nol  venture  to  revoka  lhei% 
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lest  they  should  remiiid  the  eovmiaiie  ef  iH 
lost  liberties,  a  memeuto  of  whidi,  indeed,  im 
ever  present  in  the  motto  of  the.  citjr-setL 

The  citizens  frequently  murmured  agaiiiil 
the  hereditary  authority  of  some  of  these  bmI- 
viduals,  and  the  extant  documents  and  sed 
furnished  a  pretext  and  gave  an  appearance  if 
right  to  the  discontented.  The  higher  powwSi 
however,  imposed  silence  on  those  viio  had 
dared  to  raise  their  voices.  In  1710  soTeial 
citisens  addressed  a  petition  to  the  grand  eooa- 
dl,  praying  for  the  reestablishment  of  the  an- 
cient constitution.  A  conspiracy  was  aitei- 
wards  formed,  but  the  malcontents  were  dis- 
covered, and  some  were  imprisoned  and  othen 
banished.  In  like  manner  when,  in  1741^ 
twenty  four  citizens  presented  an  humble  pe- 
tition to  implore,  that  in  future  the  membeia 
of  the  grand  council  should  no  longer  be  dMH 
sen.  arbitrarily  and  by  favour,  but  by  lot,  from 
the  entire  body  of  the  citizens  who  were  eli- 
gible, some  of  them  were  retained  prisonem 
within  their  own  houses,  and  others  banished 
as  rebels* 
'     Amongst  these  was  captain  Sanmel  Heosi, 
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y  man  of  dislingnished  character  and  taleots. 
■  special  favor,  his  term  of  exile,  which  he 
I  passed  at  Neuchatel,  was  abridged;  but 
I  his  return  to  Bern  he  found  his  affairs  nii- 
,  and  himself  excluded  from  the  exercise 
'  any  advantageous  pursuit.  His  mind  in 
consequence  became  a  prey  to  bitter  reQec- 
tjoos  which  he  could  neither  overcome  nor 
conceal. 

At  this  time  there  resided  at  Bern  man; 
opulent  and  worthy  men  among  the  class  of 
citiKeus,  such  as  the  Fueters,  the  Wemiers, 
Kupfers,  Boudelys,  Lerbcrs,  Knechts,  Herborts, 
Wysses  and  others,  who  deplored  in  silence 
the  violated  rights  of  the  commune,  and  felt 
indignuut  that  the  legitimate  liberties  of  the 
people  Hliould  be  crushed  by  the  power  which 
these  hereditary  tyrants,  who  composed  the 
senate,  had  usurped.  These  men  were  joined 
by  Henzi,  Michel  Ducrest,  the  geometrician, 
who  lived  under  custody  at  Bern,  ou  account 
of  the  share  he  had  taken  in  the  disturbances 
native  town  Geneva.  Their  mutual 
lints  against  the  violence  of  the  govern- 
or at  the  pride  and  severity  of  some  of 
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its  individttal  mendrers^  tended  still  more  to 
•oflame  their  minds,  and  in  their  frequent  da- 
oiasions  on  the  abuses  in  thestate^  whiehwen 
drawn  with  an  irresistible  force  and  coloriijfi 
many  bold  and  daring  resolutions  were  sketcked. 
It  is  not  known  who  first  broached  the  pnqiiH 
sal  of  another   conspiracy,  but  captain  Hensiy 
whose  recent  wrongs  led  him  to  embrace  witb 
ardor  any  daring  enterprise,  soon  became,  by 
his  talents  and  eloquence,  the  prime  mover  at 
the  whole.    They  held  nocturnal  meetings  at 
which  they  discussed,  their  plans  for  the  lees* 
tablishment  of  the  ancient  order  of  things,  coiw 
formably  to  the  charter  and  constitutional  law, 
and  bound  themselves  by   a  dreadful  oath,  to 
secrecy  and  fidelity.  Henzi,  however,  required, 
that  their  proceedings,  though  energetic,  should 
be    conducted  with  moderation,   a    desire  in 
which  he  was   seconded  by  Daniel  Fueler, 
the   goldsmith.    Indeed  all  the  intelligent  and 
well-intentioned  among  them,  whose  only  ain 
was  the  abolition  of  the  existing  abuses,  were 
of  the  same  opinion,  deciding  that  force  ought 
only  to  be  appealed  to  in  the  last  extremilf 
and  in  order  to  repel  force.    But  as  the  drde 
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9t  the  conspirators  encreased  by  the  admissioa 
lof  others  of  dissolute  habits,  aspiring  ambition 
or  bankrupt  fortunes,  the  original  principle  of 
moderation  was  no  longer  easy  to  be  upheld: 
this  soon  became  evident  by  the  document 
they  secretly  drew  up  in  justification  of  their 
enterprise,  in  which  a  deadly  feeling  of  hatred 
had  depicted  in  the  blackest  colours  every 
fiiidt  of  the  reigning  families.  ,,It  is  with  the 
oword,"  said  they,  ,,and  not  with  the  pen, 
that  we  must  set  to  work,  if  we  would  regain 
the  lost  wreath  of  liberty." 

It  was  therefore  resolved  that  on  the  15th 
of  June  1749  the  arsenal  should  be  stormed, 
liberty  proclaimed,  the  commune  assembled,  a 
new  government  chosen,  and  the  grand  coun* 
dl^  composed  of  the  reigning  families,  dissolved. 

Meanwhile  the  government,  unconscious  of 
die  danger  which  threatened  it,  continued  to 
administer  with  dignity  and  wisdom  the  affairs 
of  the  state.  Its  enlarged  views  and  excellent 
institutions  gained  it  not  only  the  respect  of 
the  entire  confederacy,  but  the  admiration  also 
of  foreign  powers.  The  majority  of  the  dti** 
aens,  in  admiring  the  virtues  of  their  gover- 
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nors,  had  forgotten  the  ancient  prerogatives  of 
the  commune,   and  the  subject  was  happy  in 
the  mildness  and  justice  of  his  rulers.    Ae 
day,  however,  was   fast  approaching    which  . 
was  to  involve  all  in  ruin« 

The  number  of  the  conspirators  now  amoon- 
ted  to  sixty;  but  Hcnzi  and  several  others  of 
the  more  moderate,  when  they  learnt  that 
under  the  mask  of  patriotism  many  concealed 
the  basest  designs,  threw  up  the  enterprise  in 
disgust,  plainly  foreseeing,  that  their  numbers, 
imprudence  aud  dmsion  exposed  them  to  im- 
mediate discovery.  He  accordingly  prepared 
for  flight,  but  before  he  could  get  off,  all  was 
disclosed  through  the  treachery  of  a  priest  who 
was  himself  involved  in  the  plot.  Henzi  was 
seized  while  on  an  excursion  of  pleasure,  and 
dragged  off  to  prison,  with  lieutenant  Emanuel 
Fueter,  and  Samuel  Nicholas  Wernier,  a  trades- 
man. The  others  fled  in  the  greatest  combi- 
nation, and  heard  with  still  greater  horror^ 
when  far  from  their  country,  of  the  sanguinary 
projects  confessed  by  their  accomplices,  whilst 
under  the  terrors  of  imprisoimient  and  tortoiO) 
of  assassinating  the  most  distinguished  persons, 
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baming  of /the  town,  and  ransacking  the  pa* 
blic  treasury:  few  among  them,  however,  were 
capable  of  perpetrating  such  atrocities. 

The  conspiracy  having  thus  been  brought 
to  light,  Henzi  appeared  the  most  guilty  of  all, 
ij^ho  could  in  this  manner  requite  the  favor 
shewn  to  him  by  the  government  of  recalling 
him  from  exile.  Sentence  of  death  was  pas- 
sed on  all  three ;  Fueter  and  Wernier  implored 
for  mercy,  but  Henzi  disdained  to  sue  for  a 
life,  now  branded  with  ignominy. 

On  the  16th  of  June  1749,  Henzi  with  break- 
ing heart,  but  still  undismayed,  took  leave  of  * 
his  wife  and  children.  After  beholding  the 
heads  of  his  accomplices,  Fueter  and  Wernier, 
fall  beneath  the  sword  of  the  executioner,  he 
himself  received  the  fatal  blow,  d3ring  with 
dignity  far  greater  than  he  had  lived. 

The  rest  of  the  conspirators  were  banished 
from  the  coun6y.  When  the  wife  of  Henzi,  ac- 
companied by  her  two  young  boys,  reached 
Che  Rhine,  she  once  more  turned  her  eyes 
towards  her  country,  and,  wrung  by  despair, 
exclaimed  to  the  assembled  crowd:  —  „If  I 
knew  that  these  children  would  not  avenge    ,. 
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the  blood  of  their  father,  I  should  &sife,  dw 
as  they  are  to  me,  to  see  them  ingnllMk 
these  waves.'' 

But  her  sons,  when  men,  were  actuated 
with  nobler  sentiments  than  their  mother.  One 
of  them,  who  became  governor  of  the  pages 
in  the  service  of  the  stadtholder  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, afterwards  requited,  by  services  ren- 
dered to  the  citizens  of  his  native  place,  hia 
own  unmerited  misfortune. 

These  events  were  not  without  their  good 
^  effect  on  Bern;  the  abuses  of  the  govemmeat 
were  discussed  with  more  freedom,  and  seve- 
ral members  of  the  council,  worthy  of  the  le- 
uown  of  their  ancestors,  strongly  urged  dM 
necessity  of  a  reform.  At  a  later  period  (1780) 
the  sentence  pronounced  against  all  those  who 
had  been  found  guilty  was  even  repealed  and 
the  exiles  recalled.  So  great  a  change  had 
been  effected,  that  pity  and  respect  were  fdt 
for  those,  who  with  the  honorable  intentMm 
of  serving  their  country  had  exceeded  the  li» 
mits  of  prudence,  and  contempt  heaped  M 
those  who,  instead  of  dissuading  the  discoa* 


tanfed  from  their  dangerous  career,  had  baselj 
jsined  the  ooQspiracjr  to  become  their  betrayera. 


52. 
Bevolt    in    the    Leventine. 

1750  —  1755. 

Scarcely  were  these  tragical  events  at  Bern 
terminated,  when  others,  of  a  still  deeper  cha- 
racter, occurred  in  the  Leventine  valley.  There, 
in  the  wild  valleys  stretching  from  the  snowy 
lidges  of  the  St  Gothard  to  the  mountain- 
litrent  of  Abiasca,  a  distance  of  eleven  leagues, 
dwelt  on  the  banks  of  the  Tessino  a  people 
wntent  with  the  little  furnished  them  by  their 
A^ine  flocks,  and  mountain-forests,  and  by 
ibeir  snmpter-horses  employed  in  the  transport 
cf  jnerchandize  across  the  St.  Gothard. 

The  important  rights  which  this  valley  mi- 
ginaUy  had  acquired  from  the  house  of  Visconti, 
caiHinued  undiminished    after   it  had  passed 


nnder  the  dominion  of  Uri,  which  drew  (mm 
it  only  a  trifling  revenue,  derived  from  Ihe 
tolb  and  some  small  taxes* 

On  this  account  the  government  of  Uri  did 
not  consider  itself  at  Itll  bound  to  pay  the 
auxiliary  troops  the  valley  furnished  in  die 
Toggenburg  war,  to  fight  under  the  bannefs 
of  the  canton*  The  latter  said:  ^As  we 
have  protected  your  rights  for  two  centuries 
and  a  half,  almost  gratuitously,  you  cannot 
surely  now  ask  pay  from  us,  your  rulers?" 
To  this  the  people  of  the  Levantine  answered: 
„If  you  protect  our  hcreditaiy  and  just  rights^ 
it  is  because  you  are  pledged  to  do  so  by  an- 
cient conventions;  but  there  is  none,  which 
obliges  us  to  engage  in  wars  for  you  at  oar 
expense."  Uri,  however,  persisting  in  withoU- 
ing  the  pay  for  the  loyal  service  they  Ittd 
rendered,  the  people  of  the  valley  expelled  its 
governor  and  seized  on  the  tolls*  On  thk, 
deputies  from  the  five  other  catholic  eantons^ 
assembled  at  Altorf  in  1713,  who  decided  that 
Uri  was  bound  to  furnish  the  pay. 

Concord  was  thus  restored  without  either 
party  retaining  any  ilkwill  against  the  other* 
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VAf  which  cherished  a  love  of  justice,   had 
perceived  ils  error  and  atoned  for  it  ^ 

The  Levantine  valley,  however,  afforded 
individuals  who  found  plea^ure  in  acting  with 
injustice  towards  their  fellow-citizens,  nay 
even  towards  the  widows  and  orphans  whose 
property  they  administered.  Complaints  were 
made  to  the  government  of  Uri,  which  ordered 
that  accounts  should  be  rendered  of  the  pro- 
perty of  wards  confonnably  to  the  ancient  laws. 
Many  of  the  rich  men  ^f  the  valley,  alarmed 
at  this,  exclaimed:  „This  is  an  muovation,  Uri 
intends  once  more  to  attack  our  liberty.''  They 
then  repaired  to  the  neighbouring  villages, 
where  many  who  were  their  debtors  resided, 
and  excited  the  people  to  resistance.  „Let  us," 
said  they,  y^only  hold  firmly  and  courageously 
together,  and  we  can  with  ease  withstand  Uri. 
If  you  are  men,  we  shall  shake  off  the  tax 
they  exact  from  us,  and  collect  the  tolls  for 
our  own  profit"  Such  was  the  language  they 
held,  in  the  hope  of  concealing  in  the  crimes' 
of  the  whole  community,  those  they  had  in- 
dividually committed.  It  was  nowiiin  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1755,  when  the  entire  country 


was  covered  with  snow,  and  the  huAandMi 
left  with  abundant  leisure  on  his  hands.  MmI* 
ings  were  held  in  the  villages,  at  which  varim 
resolutions  were  adopted*  All  were  emriiMi 
of  outdoing  each  other  in  courage.  They  seised 
and  imprisoned  the  governor  Gamma,  and  the 
collector  of  the  tolls,  and  committed  to  t^  tri- 
bunal of  the  valley  the  cognizance  of  caplil 
or  serious  crimes. 

The  government  ofUri,  on  hearing  of  flieee 
disorders,  earnestly  exhorted  the  people  to  re-    i 
turn  to  obedience.  Two  men  from  the  Lem-    < 
tine   valley,  Wela  and  Bull,    now  presented 
themselves  before  the  general  assembly,  when 
they  addressed  with  all  the  haughty  autboritjr  A 
of  rulers  rather  than  subjects,  for  they  wen  I 
supported  in  their  mission  by  2000  men  natkr  \ 
arms,  who  awaited  the  result  on  the  other  side 
of  the  St  Gothard. 

Suddenly  the  horn  of  Uri  resounded  aloBg 
the  banks  of  the  Reuss,  and  in  the  midst  rf 
a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  nearly  a  thonsani 
men  began  to  climb  the  steep  ascent  of  St 
Gothard,  with  six  pieces  of  cannon.  Having 
gained  the  ascent,   they   suddenly  preseotei 
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themselves  near  the  sources  of  the  Tessino^ 
when  the  guards  of  the  rebels  in  coasternation 
took  to  flight,  spreading  alarm  and  terror 
throughout  the  valley. 

The  leaders  of  the  revolt,  the  provincial 
captain  Urs,  the  standard-bearer  of  the  valley, 
Furuo,  Sartori,  a  member  of  the  council,  and 
others  of  their  parfisaus  now  convened  a  coun- 
cil of  war  in  which  it  was  resolved  that  they 
should  draw  the  men  of  Uri  into  the  valley  ift 
far  as  the  foot  of  the  lofty  Platifer,  where  the 
Tessino  rushes  with  tremendous  violence  through 
the  gorge  of  the  mountain,  and  where  in  the 
rock-hewn  pass  a  handful  of  men  might  over- 
€5ome  a  Avhole  army.  The  enemy  once  arrived 
at  this  pass,  their  formidable  ambuscade  was 
to  rush  from  the  lateral  defiles,  surround  the 
enemy,  and  destroy  their  whole  force. 

Though  the  lower  valleys  looked  verdant 
and  bloonaing,  the  unfavorable  season  kept  the 
St  Gothard  wrapped  in  deep  snows;  so  that 
the  troops  of  Uri  were  obliged  to  halt  in  the 
valley  of  Urseren;  but  having  craved  assistance 
from  the  confederates,  auxiliary  4|toops  were 
despatched,  in  the  mean  time,    £rom  Zurich, 
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Lucern,  Schwyz,  Zug^  and  Unterwalden  aomi 
the  lake  of  Lucern.  Those  of  the  Valais,  Bem 
and  Glarus  were  posted  along  the  firontienof 
the  insurgent  valley. 

At  length  the  batallions  of  Uri,  reinforced 
by  800  men  from  Unterwalden,  began  thdr 
march  over  the  St  Gothard.  (May  21th  1755.) 
But  when,  instead  of  the  feeble  army  of  Uri 
the  rebels  perceived  the  banners  of  the  coft- 
Ikderates,  the  whole  country  surrounded,  anl 
the  valley  of  Rouca  in  the  hands  of  the  tnxfi 
of  Lucern,  they  lost  all  courage  and  throwing 
down  their  arms  fled  back  to  their  villages  or 
into  the  forests.  In  vain  the  fires  were  kindled 
on  the  mountains  as  a  signal  of  the  dingier 
and  an  invitation  for  a  general  rising  of  the 
people. 

The  forces  of  Uri  and  Unterwalden  eottli- 
nued  their  advance  with  caution,  leaving  t 
garrison  at  every  pass  in  their  rear,  as  for  ee 
the  last  village  on  the  Abiasca.  All  were  snk- 
dued  and  disarmed,  despatches  forwarded  te 
the  confederates  with  orders  not  to  advance, 
discipline  ^iRriotly  maintained,  the  ringleados 
successively  seized,  and  the  provincial  oaptun 
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Urs  dragged  from  the  capuchin  convent  where 
he  had  hoped  to  find  an  mviolable  asylum* 

The  condemnation  of  the  entire  population, 
which  succeeded,  ofiered  a  scene  more  impo- 
sing and  terrible  than  any  Switzerland  had 
for  a  long  time  witnessed. 

Near  Faido,  where  the  road  of  the  St.  Got- 
hard  enters  a  smalt  valley  surrounded  by  woody 
mountains,  is  a  large  open  plain,  where  the 
people  were  accustomed  formerly  to  meet.^Ri 
hold  their  deliberations.  Here,  on  the  day 
.fixed  for  the  passing  of  the  sentence  (June  Snd) 
the  inhabitants  of  every  village  were  convoked, 
And  nearly  3000  men  appeared  to  await  th^ir 
doom,  surrounded  by  the  troops  of  the  confe- 
derates. A  death-like  silence,  -rendered  more 
awful  by  the  monotonous  roar  of  a  neighbour- 
ing waterfall,'  pervaded  the  vast  assemblage. 

Every  thing  being  ready,  the  sentence  was 
pronounced:  the  people  were  adjudged  to  for- 
feit all  the  rights  inherited  from  their  ances- 
tors, to  attend  bareheaded  and  on  their  knees, 
to  witness  the  execution  of  their  leaders,  and 
finally  to  take /the  oath  of  sulgeoljlli  to  Uri. 

Encircled  by  bayonets,  sevend'  thousands 
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now  pronounced  the  dreadful  oath  which  wrest- 
ed from  them  their  hereditary  rights  and  in- 
volved in  the  punishment  of  the  guilty  an  in- 
nocent posterity.  Then,  upon  a  given  signal, 
the  repentant  multitude  sunk,  trembling,  on 
Iheir  knees,  and  bareheaded,  beheld  the  an- 
thers of  the  revolt  fall  beneath  the  swinrd  of 
the  executioner:  —  the  standard-bearer Fmno, 
the  provincial  captain  Urs,  whose  heads,  sdll 
reeking,  were  nailed  to  the  scaffold,  and  the 
senator  Sartori.  ^ 

The  terrific  solemnity  being  ended  the  as- 
sembled multitude  returned  to  their  homes 
overwhelmed  with  terror  and  affliction,  and  die 
following  day  the  avenging  army  repassed  the 
St.  Gotliard.  Eight  of  the  more  guilty  anio^ 
the  rebels  were  marched  in  fetters  at  the  head 
of  the  banner  and  executed  afterwards  in  Ae 
valley  of  Uri. 
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53. 

Causes  of  the  gradual  decline  of  the  con- 
federation.   The  Helvetic  association. 

1755  —  1761. 

'  At  this  period  were  living  in  the  confede- 
ration many  virtuous  and  intelligent  men,  who 
were  greatly  concerned  at  the  existence  of 
ifaese  numerous  disorders  and  troubles.  They 
viewed  in  them  the  presages  of  the  general 
emrruption  and  ruin,  which  was  approaching; 
fctt  t|ieir  warnings  passed  unheeded.  Though 
fhlbity  and  virtue  still  existed,  they  began  to 

f '  tfB  outweighed  by  depravity    and  corruption. 

\  Genuine  love  of  one's  country  exists  only  where 
liberty  exists:  a  higher  degree  of  patriotism 
was  therefore  found  in  the  principal  towns, 
than  in  the  country  —  more  in  the  pasture-can- 
tons than  in  the  bailliages.  The  citizens  of 
the  sovereign  towns,  jealous  of  tlieir  preroga- 
tires,  were  unwilling  to  allow  that  a  subject, 
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hoAvever  rich  and  intelligent,  could  become 
thmr  equal.  Every  avenue  by  which  the  peft^ 
8ant  could  arrive  at  distinction,  whether  in  po- 
litics, literature,  the  army,  or  the  church,  was 
intentionally  closed  against  him.  In  many 
places  even  tritdes,  and  mechanical  arts  wwe 
interdicted  to  him.  Born  to  servitude  and  tbb 
plough,  he  saw  in  the  citizen  the  heredtoy 
ruler,  the  general,  judge  and  priest  The 
subjects  of  the  kings  possessed  more  extensive 
rights  than  those  of  the  confederation;  and 
even  the  prosperity  which  the  smaller  (owns 
enjoyed,  and  which  they  owed  to  their  in- 
dustry, and  better  instruction,  were  viewed 
with  secret  mortification  by  the  capital  towis» 
Hence  that  sacred  ardour,  which  willing^  sa- 
crifices the  dearest  interest  to  one's  coontrf, 
gave  place  to  the  most  interested  selfishneA 
Though  obedience  still  reigned,  it  was  that  of 
slaves,  not  of  the  fi*ee  "—  it  flowed  not  froa 
conviction,  but  fear.  The  greatest  suspidoa 
of  the  nobles  and  cities  prevailed,  as  well  as 
an  inflexible  opposition  to  all  reform.  The 
common  people  grew  up  in  the  blindest  ignn 
ranee.    The  youth  were  either  unprovided  widi 
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tablislunents  for  Instruction  or  sent  to  schools 

pre   injurious  to    the    development    of   their 

than  the  absence  of  all  culture  under 

f  guidance  of  nature  alone.    A  blind  people, 

a  they  reasoned,  is  more  easily  led  —  forgetful 

t  the  blind  man  more  readily  strikes  down 

l'  guide,  when  armed  by  his  mialeaders  with 

ireapon  against  him.    The  governments  were 

ifled  with  being  faithful  economists.    The 

lies  of  the  governmenl-ofiiccrs ,   of  every 

ink,   were  moderate,   and  often  insufficient; 

I  that  fortunes  were  only   to  be  acquired  in 

mgn   service,   or  in   the  bailliages.    Order 

1  pervaded  the  public  administration,  and  a 

f  justice  reigned  in  the  tribunals,   not- 

plhstanding    the   defects   of   the    legislation. 

HncQ  the  rights,  even  of  the  meanest  citizen, 

tere  in  general  respected.     From  the  mode- 

i  nature  of  the  public  establishments,   also, 

aea  were  unfrequent,   and  never  oppressive. 

I  the  chief  towns,  and  especially  among  the 

mbers  of  the  reformed  religion,  wealth  and 

>  cultivation  of  arls  and  science  went  hand 

hand.      Zurich   and    Geneva   particularly, 

tere  distinguished  for  the  number  of  their  ar- 
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tists  and  men  of  learning.  A  narrow  and  eit« 
culating  policy,  however,  brought  the  amMl 
and  celebrated  university  of  Basle  to  deeqr. 
The  numb^  of  its  professors  neariy  equalM 
that  of  the  students ;  so  that  it  became  mow  a 
settlement  for  the  former  than  an  establishflMUl 
lor  the  instruction  of  the  latter.  In  the  catho- 
lic capitals,  where  the  priesthood  resisted. ai 
freedom  of  enquiry,  science  was  far  from  it« 
taining  any  distinguished  place.  A  moAlddi 
spirit  transformed  its  annobling  objects  into  a 
mere  collection  of  unprofitable  learning.  The 
pasture-cantons  were  utterly  indifferent  to^in- 
slruction,  or  the  means  of  improvement:  free- 
dom sufficed  for  the  absence  of  every  thiiqf 
else.  Th^  peasant,  supported  in  his  hut  by 
the  produce  of  his  flocks,  choosing  his  owi 
magistrates  and  obeying  those  only  for  wbon 
he  had  voted ,  was  the  least  dependant  being 
on  earth.  Rude  indeed,  and  superstitious,  ho 
allowed  himself  to  be  led  by  the  priests,  and 
tlie  wealthy  gentry;  but  he  only  submitted  la 
be  led,  —  never  governed.  In  several  can- 
tons many  laudible  measures  originated  with 
the  governments.     Palaces  and   roads    were 
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constructed  for  the  pubKc  advantage  by  that 
of  Bern;  and  by  economy  a  fund  Ivas  formed 
for  fiiture  need.  The  sciences,  agriculture  and- 
commerce  found  encouragement  at  Zurich ;  and 
Lucern  maintained  a  glorious  struggle  (from 
1725  to  1748)  against  the  nuncio  and  court  of 
Rome^  which  arrogated  the  right  of  extending 
its  spiritual  power  over  the  temporal  rights  of 
the  government. 

The  whole  of  Switzerland  seemed  j  indeed, 
to  the  eye  of  the  stranger  a  paradise  —  the 
abode  of  happy  and  innocent  beings:  but  he 
saw^bnly  the  verdure  of  the  meadows,  not  the 
inhospitable  rocks;  the  sublimity  of  the  Gla- 
ciers, not  their  ravaging  avalanches.  The 
pomp  of  the  diets  were  visible,  but  not  their 
dissentions:  the  portraits  of  William  Tell,  but 
not  the  servitude  of  the  cottages;  the  learning 
of  the  cities,  but  not  the  barbarism  of  the  vil- 
lages^ —  Every  where  great  names  and 
words  with  petty  views  and  actions.  A  con- 
sciousness of  their  own  feebleness,  which  de- 
terred them  from  every  brave  enterprise,  was 
called  moderation,  and  ^cowardice,  a  love  of 
peace.     They  solicited  pensions,  titles,   and 
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orders,  from  foreign  courts,  and  yet  boMed 
of  their  country's  independance.  Th^  landed 
the  tranquillity  and  happiness  of  the-  SwisBf 
people,  when  the  era  of  conspiracy  and  revok 
had  succeeded  to  that  of  civil  and  rdigioos 
warfare. 

A  policy,  worthy  of  the  spirit  of  pettj 
towns,  but  void  of  that  splendor  which  flows 
from  virtue  and  integrity,  sought  to  borrow 
dignity  by  wrapping  itself  up  in  a  mysterious 
obscurity.  Freedom  of  the  press  'was  a  criine^ 
and  the  publicity  of  opinion,  high  treason.  The 
journals  were  wholly  silent  on  the  events  #tbe 
country ;  and  it  was  easier  to  learn  what  die 
grand  Turk  or  the  great  Mogul  were  doings 
than  what  was  passing  at  Zurich,  Bern  or 
Schafhausen.  This  led  to  what  seemed  dea- 
rable,  the  extinction  of  that  public  spirit  vsUA 
could  alone  preserve  the  confederacy  en&e. 
In  order  wholly  to  annihilate  this  sacred  asl 
powerful  sentiment,  the  mutual  enmities  of  die 
petty  states,  perpetuated  by  means  of  thmr 
ancient  feuds  and  wars,  were  assidiously  fo- 
mented, and  the  fratricidial  day  at  VillmeigeD 
was  even  kept  at  Friburg  as  a  solemn  festival 
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The  inhabitants  of  the  valleys  lived  within 
their  moantains,   cold  and  suspicious  towards 
^eiicii  other;    but  as  the  fear  of  foreign  force 
jvwtrained  them  from  combating  with  the  sword, 
they  were  therefore  the  more  violent  with  the 
tongue  and  pen.    The  importation  of  the  most 
necessary  provisions  was  reciprocally   prohi- 
bited; soldiers  and  policemen  were  stationed 
oni  tfie  roads  and  frontiers,  who  opposed,  with 
revolting  severity,  the  entrance  of  fruits,  eggs, 
poultry  and  fish,  from  one  little  district  into 
another.    By  the  ancient  and  indissoluble  lea- 
gm^  it  was  enacted,  that  „no  canton  should 
tomn,  any  alliance  with  foreign  powers  without 
Ihe  advice  and  consent  of  the  others."    But 
without  either  they  fearlessly   concluded  se- 
parate treaties,  with  France,  Austria,  Spain  oi- 
Venioe.     The  perpetual  alliance  commanded, 
^ihat  no  magistrate  should  be  accepted  who 
had  purchased  his  office."    But  in  the  pasture- 
cantons  and  elsewhcfre  the  sale  of  public  of- 
fices was  openly  carried  on.  — >  Such  was  the 
state  of  the  confederation:  everything  more  or 
leas  was  silentfy  tending  to  dissolution.    Vil- 
higea  and  petty  towns,  vain  of  their  insignifi- 
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cant  privileges,  bid  defiance   io  better  laws^ 
by  referring  to  ill-interpreted  records;  the  tomi 
strove  to  obtain  further  power  over  the  ^ 
joining  territories;   the  more  ancient   bmMm 
demanded  to  take  precedenco  of  the  more  f»- 
ceni;   those  who  filled  the  ofgces  imder  gt-* 
vernment   claimed    a  perpetuity    ef   right  tt 
them.     Every  where  were  seen  petty  ven- 
tions,  and  the  contemptible  disputes  of  a^ 
aggrandisement,   and  pretention.     The  Swioi 
were  on  better  terms  with  foreign  nations  thaa 
with  each  other,  and  they  could  more  easily 
establish  themselves  in  any  part  of  the  wq^d, 
than  change  their   dwelling  from  one  village 
or  canton  to   another.     As  soon  as  a  Swias 
had  passed  the  narrow  limits  of  his  native  dip- 
strict,  though  in  the  midst  of  the  confedenn 
tion,  he  w;ias  no  less  a  stranger  than  an  In- 
dian or  a  Persian.     Whilst  the  monardiical 
states  were  busied  in  improving  their  internal 
organization,  and  encreasing  their  force,  Swit* 
zerland  did  nothing  either  to  ameliorate  her 
constitution    or    to    strengthen    the    alliance. 
While  France  and  Austria  rose  to  an  immense 
power  and  brought  thdr  military  establishments 
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to  perfection  I  the  arms  of  the  sopine  Swiss 
were  rusting.  Vain  of  the  victories  of  thdr 
anc^stors^  they  never  thought  of  being  prepared 
t0  gain  fresh  ones  themselves  in  the  hour  of 
dbuoger.  All  that  was  available  for  defence^ 
Mouged  to  the  times  of  the  thirty  years  war; 
no  change  had  taken  place  in  the  military  sy- 
9lrai  for  nearly  a  century.  The  war-stores, 
neoeftsary  for  the  equipment  of  the  troops,  were 
fti^oitten,  and  uniformity  in  the  weapons,  as 
wdl  as  in  their  management,  was  quite  un- 
known. A  few  towns,  indeed,  as  Bern,  Zu- 
flail  and  Lucem,  had  made  some  ineiBdent 
effiirts  to  get  their  military  establishments  in 
order;  but  their  means  in  this  respect  seemed 
more  cdculated  for  the  suppression  of  any  r^ 
volts  among  their  own  subjects  than  for  de- 
fence against  an  external  force.  This  state  of 
aflfoirs  caused  great  affiiction  to  many  excel- 
lent and  intelligent  members  of  the  confedera- 
tion. Some  of  the  most  worth]^ ,  as  the  phi- 
lantropic  Iselin  of  Basle,  the  sagacious  Hirzel 
of  Zurich,  the  ingenuous  Urs  Balthasar  of  Lu- 
cem, the  brave  Zellweger  of  Appenzell,  and 
many  others,  assembled  at  the  baths  of  Schinz- 
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nach  on  the  Aar,  and  under  the  name  of  ,,l!ie 
Helvetic  society,''  formed  an  association  com- 
posed of  the  most  enlightened  characters  — 
men  devoted  to  the  general  good,  whose  ob- 
ject was  the  promotion  of  knowledge,  public 
spirit,  and  cordial  love,  among  all  the  mein- 
bers  of  the  confederation  (1761).  They  as- 
sembled once  in  every  year,  and  every  year 
their  numbers  were  encreased  by  other  rneoH 
bers  from  all  the  different  cantons  and  allied 
states.  Here  the  most  worthy  men  of  the  lUh- 
tion  learnt  the  lesson  of  mutual  love  and  good 
feeling,  and  formed  friendships,  whose  Hnk 
was  the  national  good.  In  this  noble  anion 
the  flame  of  the  ancient  confederation  bnmt 
once  more  pure  and  bright. 

Their  meetings,  however,  were  viewed 
with  suspicion  by  the  governments,  which  to- 
lerated them  only  with  the  greatest  reluctance. 
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Generosity  of  Frederic  the  great  to- 
wards his  subjects  of  Neuchatel. 

1762  —  1710. 

The  chiefs  and  the  councils  of  the  cantons 
were  apprehensive  that  at  these  meetings  the 
conduct  of  the  government  might  be  canvassed 
too  closely  and  its  consequence  diereby  dimi- 
nished, that  by  their  tendency  to  enligliten  the 
minds  of  the  people  they  might  awaken  in 
them  the  desire  of  acquiring  a  higher  degree 
of  liberty. 

The  king  of  Prussia,  however,  who  was 
seigneur  and  prince  of  Neuchatel  and  Vallen- 
dis,  viewed  with  far  less  alarm  this  develo- 
pement  of  the  popular  feeling,  and  instead  of 
diminishing  or  restraining  the  people's  rights, 
he  generously  confirmed  them,  and  rendered 
them  more  extensive. 
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Neuchatel  and  Vallendis,  with  their  fruitfiil 
valleys,  exleudinj;  along  the  lake  of  Nenduh 
tel  and  amongst  the  mountains  of  the  Jon, 
belonged  antiently  to  the  kingdom  of  Burgraidjr, 
and  were  afterwards  appended  to  the  Gennao 
empire.  The  counts  of  Neuchatel,  who  resided 
in  a  castle  on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  granted 
extensive  priveleges  to  whoever  settled  in  (bat 
uncultivated  mountains  and  cleared  the  impe- 
netrable forests.  In  this  manner  the  comity 
was  peopled,  and  by  degrees  round  the  castle 
the  town  itself  sprung  up,  which  in  1814  w$8 
invested  with  priveleges  not  inferior  to  those 
ofBesan^on'the  chief  toWn  of  upper  Burgundy. 

But  Rolin,  lord  of  Neuchatel,  having  afinr" 
wards  ceded  his  seigneury  and  rights  to  the 
emperor  Rudolph  ofHabsburg  (1288),  the 
country  passed  successively  into  different  handa. 
First  it  was  ceded  by  Rudolph  of  Habsborg 
to  the  powerful  Burgundian  house  of  Ciia- 
Ions;  two  centuries  afterwards  (1305)  it  was 
transported  to  the  house  of  Longueville,  and 
on  the  death  of  the  last  member  of  this  family, 
Mary,  dutchess  of  Nemours  (1707),  above 
twenty  claimants  presented  themselves  as  heiis 
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to  this  beautiful  priacipality*  The  assembly  of 
the  states,  composed  of  the  twelve  judges  of 
tlie  principality  of  Neuchatel,  haviag  examined 
the  pretentions  of  the  different  claimants,  declared 
Frederic  the  first  of  Prussia  to  be  the  next  heir 
to  the  house  of  Chalons« 

The  king  of  Prussia,  having  thus  become 
prince  of  Neuchatel  and  Vallendis,  subscribed 
to  the  constitution  and  liberties  of  the  country, 
and  exercised  bis  rights  through  a  governor 
and  a  state -councir,  whose  members  were 
chosen  from  among  the  citizens.  From  this 
time  he  was  considered  as  an  ally  of  the  con- 
federation, his  principality  being  reckoned 
amongst  the  number  of  the  allied  countries  of 
Switzerland,  for  the  lords  of  Neuchatel,  as 
well  as  the  towns  and  many  of  the  indepen- 
dant  conmiunes  of  the  country,  having  in  the 
course  of  several  centuries  concluded  a  per- 
petual alliance  alternately  with  thb  cantons  of 
Bern,  Soleure,  Lucern  and  Fiiburg,  they  ac- 
quired in  consequence  the  protection  of.  the 
entire  confederacy. 

The  inhabitants  of  Neuchatel  were  above 
eU  jealous  of  their  liberties  and  would  not  8af-< 
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fer  the  least  infiringment  of  them  even  by  the 
king  of  Prussia.  In  1748,  when  he  first  fiundl 
the  revenues  which  he  drew  from  his  priiMi- 
pality,  great  dissatisfaction  was  felt  by  the 
people  at  such  an  innovation;  and  the  renewal  • 
of  the  contract  for  this  purpose  in  1766  gave 
rise  to  a  serious  tumult.  The  king,  throof^ 
the  medium  of  his  charge  d'afikires  Gaodo^ 
laid  his  complaint  before  the  canton  of  Bem^ 
as  arbitrator  named  in  the  act  of  alliance^ 
whose  decisions  were  in  almost  every  point  in 
favour  of  the  king.  This  excited  the  indigina- 
tion  of  the  people  of  Neuchatel  so  much  that 
when  Gaudot  returned  from  Bern  he  was  pur- 
sued,  and  an  attack  made  upon  his  hoose* 
(April  25th  1768.)  In  vain  the  govenunent 
endeavored  to  quell  the  riot  by  sending  a  de- 
tachment of  troops;  Gaudot  and  his  nephew^ 
perceiving  their  danger  and  wishing  to  intiniir 
date  the  mob,  imprudently  fired  on  them  bim 
the  window,  and  a  carpenter  who  had  already 
forced  his  way  into  the  house  was  killed;  die 
enraged  crowd  now  rushed  in  and  despatched 
Gaudot  with  three  musket-shots.    , 

At  the  instance  of  the  deputies  from  the 
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king  and  of  the  council  of  Neuchatel ,  Bern, 
Soleare,  Lucern  and  Friburg  after  long  deli- 
berations despatched,  for  the  public  safety, 
troops  to  garrison  the  seditious  town.  To  this 
tfoeceeded  a  long  series  of  examinations  and 
ffisOQSsions.  The  plenipotentiaries  of  the  king 
obnceived  this  to  be  the  proper  moment  to  ac- 
quire an  absolute  authority  within  the  country, 
which  might  in  future  be  then  more  effectually 
governed  and  overawed. 

The  confederates,    however,    spurned  the 

'    thought  of  becoming  the  tools  of  foreign  am- 
Utiou,  and  the  standard-bearer  Oslerwald  vin- 

.'   dicated  with  great  energy   and  courage  the 

'   laws  and  liberties  of  his  country,  against  the 
base  attempts  of  foreign  courtiers.    At  last  the 

'  natter  was  finally  arranged  and  judgment  pro- 
wranced:  —  by  this  the  town  of  Neuchatel 
was  required  to  surrender  its  arms  and  bear 
the  expenses  incurred:  to  make  reparation  to 
&e  family  of  the  unfortunate  Gaudot;  and 
make  an  honorable  atonement  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  municipal  council  in  the  presence 
of  the  kings  plenipotentiaries  at  the  castle. 
The  guilty  of  the  rioters,  most  of  whom  hai 
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saved  themselves  by  flight,  were  banishe^ 
imprisoned  or  hung  in  effigy,  and  thegarrim 
soon  afterwards  withdrew  from  the  town. 

The  king  of  Prussia,  however,  notwidi- 
standing  all  these  events,  instead  of  restrictii^ 
or  diminishing  the  liberties  of  the  citizens  of 
Neuchatel,  as  Uri  hatj  done  in  the  valley  of 
liivino,  consolidated  and  considerably  encreased 
them;  a  conduct  which  regained  for  thehoosii 
of  Prussia  every  hearts  This  prince  not  oidy 
soon  restored  the  citizens  their  arms,  but  al- 
lowed them  to  pay  the  annual  and  moderate 
quit-rent  in  fruits,  wine  or  moneys-worth.  He 
also  renounced  the  power  of  arbitrarily  depo- 
sing persons  from  the  offices  they  filled,  and 
fturther  granted  to  the  united  commimes  iho 
right  of  nominating  a  general  independast 
council,  without  whose  consent  the  prinw 
could  make  no  changes  m  the  administratieB 
of  the  state;  many  points  which  by  the  aa- 
cient  laws  were  involved  in  obscurity  and  dit* 
ficulty  were  amended,  and  always  with  a 
view  to  the  advantage  of  the  people.  ThiB 
could  a  monarch  aet  in  a  manner  which  none 
6f  the  republican  governments  of  Switzerland 
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would  ever  have  been  ciqpable  of.  But  this 
■MMiardi  was  one  of  the  best  and  wisest  ef 
his  age:  — ^  it  was  Frederic  the  great. 


5S. 

Farfy-intrigues  at  Lucern.    History  of 
Sater,  landamman  of  the  loTier-rhodes 

af  Appenzell. 

inO  —  1784. 

Aboat  the  same  period  also,  Lucern  was 
the  scene  of  many  fatal  events  and  disorders. 
Heie,  as  in  several  other  towns  of  Switzerland, 
the  families  of  the  nobles  had  long  usurped 
the  authority  in  the  state,  as  an  hereditary 
right,  and  almost  annihilated  the  ancient  influ- 
ence of  the  remaining  class  of  citizens.  Many, 
and  those  not  distinguished  for  their  talents  or 
virtues,  but  whose  only  merit  was  than^lkvor 
of  powerfiil  relatives,  seated  at  the  head  of  the 
govenunent,  thou^t  themselves  entitled  to  pen*. 
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sons  from  the  state,  instead  of  nobly  stnvi^ 
to  promote  its  prosperity*  Sometimes  an  ex- 
cessive lenity,  at  others  the  unbounded  jea- 
loosly  of  the  mling  powers  had  suddenly  pla- 
ced the  country^  and  often  themselves,  in  the 
most  perilous  position.  The  growing  com^ 
tion  of  manners  had  already  rendered  pecobk 
tion  of  thp  public  wealth  nothing  uncommoo: 
Receivers  absconded  with  the  government  nM>- 
nies;  the  public  stores  were  mismanaged  and 
even  the  treasury  violated  and  robbed. 

Previously  to  this,   the  governor  Leode^ar 
Meyer  had  atoned  by  his  banishment  for  the 
extravagance,  with  which  he  had  squandered, 
away  a  considerable  portion  of  the  pubUc  re- 
venue; and  soon  after  him  the  pubUc  treasorer, 
Jost  Nicholas  Joachim  Schumacher,  incaned 
such   enormous  expences  for  his  own  house, 
that  he  became  a   defaulter  to  the  state  for 
the  sum  of  38,000  florins;   he  in  like  manner 
was  sentenced  to  be  banished  for  ever  fron 
the  Swiss  territory.   (176S.)    The  example  of 
the  fliiher,  however,  was  insufficient  to  deter 
his  son,  Placidus  Schumacher,  from  a  still  more 
abandoned  career.    After  having  dissipated  all 
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his  own  fortane,  he  plunged  into  debtd,  till  in 
quality  of  governor  he  commenced  a  system 
of  peculation  in  the  lordship  of  Heidegg.  After 
this  he  entered  the  service  of  Austria,  from 
which,  however,  he  soon  after  deserted,  and, 
wandering  about  the  territory  belonging  to  his 
native  town,  and  the  surrounding  country,  he 
at  length  joined  a  band^  of  rebels,  with  whom 
he  became  a  favorite  by  his  bold  and  daring 
language*  Although  no  symptoms  of  disaffec- 
tion were  perceptible,  the  suspicions  of  the 
government  were  ever  alive;  for  it  was  too 
well  aware  of  its  despotism  and  weakness,  to 
trust  even  its  own  subjects.  Schumacher  with 
some  others  of  his  companions  were  seized 
and  charged  with  harbouring  seditious  designs, 
although  it  was  only  his  intention  to  bring  forward 
the  grievan{;es  of  the  malcontents  in  the  cus- 
tomary and  legal  manner,  by  way  of  petition. 
A  charge  of  high  treason  was  brought  against 
him,  and  though  not  convicted  of  the  crime 
he  was  beheaded,  to  the  general  terror  of  the 
people.  (1764.)  Others  who  had  bee^i|kipli« 
Gated  with  him  received  sentence  of  banishment. 
Some  years  afterwards,  when  those  who 
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had  been  most  instnimen);al  in  the   death  si 
Schumacher  were  convinced  of  their  predpibite 
alarm  and  injustice,  each  felt  anxious  to  sbift 
the  imputation  of  blame  from  his  own  shoul- 
ders.   The   couttdllor  Valentine  Meyer,  wkf 
conducted  the  trial,  it  was  now  rumoured,  M 
been  most  active  in  bringing  .about  the  erad 
sentence.    The  relatives  of  th^  executed  nil 
whispered  about  their   surmises,    which  looi 
rose  to  open  accusations  against  him.    It  wii 
now  recollected   that  he  was  the  son  of  te 
exiled  Leodegar  Meyer,  and  they  detenooed 
that  he  must  have  been  actuated  in  the  iffiuC) 
by  bloodthirsty  and  revengeful  motives.  Those 
even,   who  had  been  associated   with  him  ob 
the  trial  and  who  had  signed  the  sentence, 
basely  abandoned  him  to  his  fate.    He  now 
also  found  a  triumphant  adversary  in  General 
Pfyffer,  then  the  head  ofthe  French  party,  aad 
a  declared  enemy  of  Meyer,  from  the  strenuoni 
opposition  the  latter  had   often  shown  to  the 
pernicious  influence  of  France.    Nor  were  all 
those^  who  had  previously  feared   or  envied 
him  for  his  talents  and  superior    knowledge, 
less  ready  to  join  in  denouncing  him.   To  hia, 
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as  to  an  enlightened  man,,  was  attributed 
the  composition  of  a  work  which  then  ap- 
peared at  Zuridi,  entitled:  —  ^ Would  it  not 
be  advantageouis  to  the  catholic  part  of  the 
confederation  to  abolidi  entire^,  or  at  least  to 
limit,  the  regular  monachal  ordeis?"  The  con- 
vents, the  priei^hood,  and  the  nuncio,  now 
swelled  the  host  of  his  adversaries*  A  fkce- 
tious  refutation  of  this  publication,  which  he 
read  .in  a  drde  of  his  firiends,  and  which  con- 
tained some  innocent  banters  on  the  inmates 
of  the  convents,  having  afterwards  been  print- 
ed, was  burnt  by  the  hangman  at  Lucern, 
with  ridiculous  solemnity,  because  one  of  those 
in  whom  he  had  confided  ungenerously  betrayed 
Meyer  as  its  author. 

Nothing  more  was  wanting  to  ensure  his 
oondemnation:  from  diis  moment  he  was  doom- 
ed to  fall  a  saorifice.  In  order  to  prove  him 
guilty,  they  did  not  scruple  to  violate  the  con* 
fideace  reposed  in  the  state,  to  profane  the  se- 
crecy of  the  post  and  to  force  an  entrance  into 
his  house  to  search  among  his  papers.  A#  all 
these  arbitrary  acts  of  violence  failed  to  dis- 
cover any  crime,  he  was  arrested  at  his  coun- 
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try-seaty  where  he  lived  in  the  conseiouB  se- 
curity of   his  own  innocence.     During  forty 
three  days  he  remained  in  prison,  without  beog 
able  to  gain  a  hearing.  In  xtin  was  hisesaff 
advocated  in  the  senate  by  the  worthy  tntl 
courageous  chief  magistrate  Keller,  the  eiili|^- 
ened  and  patriotic  Felix  Balthasar^  and  maay 
other   unprejudiced  men:  in  vain  did  Meyer 
himself  transmit  a  written  defence  to  the  oomi- 
cil;  —  they  resolved  not  even  to  open  it  Tke 
efforts  of  the  worthy  Casimir  Kruss,  to  bring 
about  a  reconciliation,  were  equally  vtmyuSng* 
Meyer  was  sentenced  to  an  exile  of  15  years; 
and  all  who  had  been  banished  or  s^teaced 
to  the  galleys  on  account  of  the  afiair  of  Scba- 
macher  were  recalled  and  pardoned.  (ISTft) 
And  now  at  length  the  parties  felt  desiroiis  of 
coming  to  an  amicable  arrangement.    It  wis 
evident  that  the  mischief  and  disorders  vAoA 
prevailed  at  Lucern  were  not  in  consequence 
of  any  previous  injustice,   but   arose  from  • 
intemperate,  persecution  directed  against  fellow- 
confederates  and  these  at  the  same  time  the 
most  powerful  families  in  the  state.    ReooiH 
ciliation  and  union  were  therefore   neoeseaiy 
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^Ise  the  privileges  of  the  nobles  could  pass 
»ver  to  the  citizens. 

Soon  after  this  the  Inner-Rhodes  of  Appen- 
sell  proved  by  the  sanguinary  sentence  pas- 
ed  on  their  landamman,  JoistephAuthony  Suter, 
hat  the  rights  and  freedom  of  the  citizen  are 
18  little  secure  in  the  hands  of  a  whole  peo- 
lie,  as  under  the  rule  of  a  few  aristo- 
aratical  families,  when  the  spirit  of  modera- 
ion  and  justice  is  weighed  in  the  balance 
igainst  the  intrigues  of  overweening  self-in- 
erest  and  a  desire  of  revenge. 

Suter  who  was  an  innkeeper  at  Gonten, 
vas  a  man  of  limited  knowledge  but  of  a 
tvely  and  witty  character,  charitable  to  the 
K>or  and  benevolent  to  all.  These  estimable 
[ualities  had  induced  the  Appeuzellers  to  ap- 
point him  governor  of  the  Rheinthal,  in  prefe- 
ence  even  to  the  landamman  John  Jacob  Gei- 
rer,  to  whom  this  lucrative  ofBce  would  have 
)een  highly  acceptable,  as  aflTording  him  the 
neans  of  indemnilBication  for  the  numerous  sa- 
crifices he  had  made  to  his  ambition.  Two 
rears  afterwards  the  nine  Rhodes  raised  the 
Atimable  Suter  to  the  dignity  of  acting  land- 
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amman  to  the  exduaion,  a  second  time,  of  Jiis 
rival. 

This  npminatioii  gave  great  omhrage  ti 
Geiger  and  several  others  who  thought  tlMSB* 
selves  of  some  importance ;  a  party  was  se- 
cretly formed  against  him  which  was  sooa 
joined  by  many  of  the  rich  who  were  hostik 
towards  him,  because  he  had  strenuously  op- 
posed an  unjust  law,  which  in  cases  of  bank- 
rupty  proposed  to  give  to  native  creditoraa 
preference  over  foreigners.  „Such  an  luijiat 
distinction,"  said  Suter,  „would  rob  us  of  Ae 
confidence  of  foreign  countries,  and  no  stran- 
ger would  any  longer  remit  money  to  our 
country."  The  rich  replied  by  charging  Snter 
with  a  design  of  favouring  strangers  at  die 
expense  of  his  country. 

Suter  disregarded  these  calummati(»is  of 
his  enemies  and  continued  to  promote  to  bis 
utmost,  the  interests  of  his  country.  He  ac- 
quired for  his  canton,  from  the  commune  of 
Oberried  in  the  Rheinthal,  the  right  of  reprisal, 
if  ever  it  should  be  for  sale,  of  one  of  the 
finest  Alpine  pasturages  on  ibe  lofty  Santis- 
berg.    This  pasturage  the  Appenzellers  had  in 
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I  a  moment  of  great  need  sold  to  the  people  of 
Krried;  but  as  it  was  afterwards  rumoured 
iiAt  considerable  portions  of  it  had  been  niort- 
>  strangers,  the  landamman  Sutor  per- 
Rtded  the  provincial  council  at  once  to  have 
t  eatimato  made  of  the  mountain,  to  grant 
I  necessary  sum,  and  take  immediate  pos- 
ision. 

.  On  this  occasion  his  zeal  had  urged  him 
I  too  Far.  Oberried  justly  complained  against 
e Inner- R,h odes,  to  tiie  diet;  and  the  provin- 
1  council,  regretting  the  step  it  had  taken, 
rated  from  its  project.  Suter,  however,  un- 
ding  ia  his  determination  and  proud  of  his 
kquired  honour,  would  not  give  up  the  poinr, 
undertook  to  carry  on  the  lawsuit  at  his 
expense.  The  diet,  however,  decided 
Mt  him  (1775)  and  he  returned  home 
Itbout  having  the  courage  to  avow  the  loss 
his  cansc.  A  rumour  soon  got  abroad, 
notwithstanding  Suter's  pledge  to  take 
r  expense  on  himself,  the  canton  of  Ap- 
iell  had  been  condemned  to  pay  the  costs, 
I  Chat  its  lands  in  the  Rheintha!  were  held 
I  aecwity  till  they  were  paid.    A  great  out- 
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cry  was  in  consequence  raised  by  his  enemies, 
and  Geiger,  his  fellow-landamman,  together 
with  the  provincial  eoundl,  accused  him  with 
having  by  falsehoods  deceived  the  government 
and  brought  shame  and  dishonour  on  the  Inner- 
Rhodes  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  confederates.  The 
council,  without  giving  him  a  hearing,  took 
from  him,  as  head  of  the  canton,  the  state- seal, 
deprived  him  of  his  honours  and  offi<^  and 
pronounced  him  incapable  in  future  of  exer- 
cising any  duty. 

To  this  decision  ,Suter  replied:  „]IIy  «ie- 
mies  have  no  right  or  power  to  condenm  me; 
the  general  assembly  only  must  judge  be- 
tween us." 

Before  the  latter  could  be  convoked,  va- 
rious rumours  concerning  Suter  were  maliciously 
spread  and  the  capuchins,  no  less  hostile  to- 
wards him,  went  from  house  to  house  speaking 
of  his  sins  and  secret  crimes  and  exciting  the 
people  against  him;  and  when  the  geneitl 
assembly  at  length  met,  the  greatest  ij^roar 
prevailed,  his  accusers  dragging  him  forcibly 
from  the  landamman's  seat,  whilst  the  clamoois 
of  a  hundred  voices  pronounced  him  innocff^ 
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Forsaken  and  dejected,  Suter  now  set  out 
OD  a  pHgrimage  to  the  holy  image  at  Einsie- 
deln  and  in  his  absence  the  provincial  council 
eondemned  him  to  perpetual  banishment  as  an 
iMiemy  to  religion,  freedom,  and  peace;   his 
name  vras  affixed  to  the  gallows  and  his  pro- 
perty sold  for  whatever  it  brought,  to  defray 
the  costs  of  the  lawsuit  and  his  debts.    All 
his  adherents  were  expelled  the  council  and 
even  his  wife  forbidden  to  consider  him  any 
longer  her  husband  on  pain  of  forfeiting  all 
her  civil  rights.    The  motives  for  so  severe 
a  punishment  remained  unknown  to  alL    The 
sentence  of  the  court  even,  far  from  being  ex- 
plicit, spoke  only  of  trivial  offences,  while  it 
mysteriously  alluded  to  crimes  that  it  declined 
to  name;  thus  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  my- 
stery had  reference  to  any  crime  committed  by 
Sater,  or  intended  rather  to  conceal  the  iniquity 
of  the  judges. 

The  exiled  and  commiserated  old  man,  who 
1  fomid  an  asylum  at  Constance,  entreated  after 
4  the  Ufse  of  a  few  years,  that  his  sentence 
j^  might  be  referred  to  an  impartial  faribunal  for 
^     icfVision ,  and  himself  allowed  the  privilege  of 
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a  safe-conduct  To  secure  to  him  the  latter, 
seventy  men  from  Appenzell  Toluntariiy  pi»- 
sented  themselves. 

His  request  was  however  refused,  and  four 
of  the  most  resolute  of  the  seventy  were  can- 
demned  to  death,  .and  led  to  the  place  of  exe- 
cution; their  sentence  however  was  eranmnted 
to  being  flogged  by  the  executioner. 

Silence  and  terror  now  universally  pie- 
vailed.  Meanwhile  the  exiled  Suter  continued 
at  Constance,  going  occasionally  into  the  outer 
Rhodes  to  visit  a  few  of  his  former  fifjemb 
and  adherents.  About  a  year  after  this,  Bap- 
tist Ross,  a  partisan  of  Suter,  and  who  on  that 
account  had  been  branded  as  infamous,  having 
been  seized  and  interrogated,  asserted  that 
Suter  was  raising  the  outer  Rhodes  to  make 
an  attack  on  the  borough  of  Appem&ell  and 
stir  up  the  people  in  the  name  of  hberty, 
against  the  party  of  Geiger;  — ^  he  even  dial- 
leuged  the  testimony  of  respectable  men  in 
confirmation  of  his  assertion;  notwithstanding 
the  declaration  of  these  men,  that  what  he  said 
'  was  untrue,  his  story  was  still  believed,  and 
the  minds  of  the  people  were  so  irritated  by 
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the  infamous  Golunmies  levelled  against  Suter, 
that  it  was  prq>osed  and  by  recourse  to  the 
most  execrable  means,  to  get  possession  of 
his  person.  To  accomplish  their  object  they 
availed  themselves  of  the  agency  of  his  own 
daughter  who  was  married  in  Appenzell,  and 
to  whom  they  deceitfully  represented,  that  if 
her  father  would  repair  to  the  crown-inn  at 
Wald,  a  commune  of  outer  Rhode,  he  would 
learn  some  important  and  good  news;  she  con- 
sented to  write  to  her  father  to  this  effect  and 
the  old  man  unsuspectingly  followed  the  in- 
structions of  his  betrayed  daughter;  under  va- 
rious pretexts  he  was  allured  to  the  village  of 
Oberegg  in  the  Inner  Rhodes  where  he  was 
seized,  bound  and  conducted  on  an  open  sledge 
to  AppenzelL  (February  9th  1784.)  It  was 
on  a  raw  and  piercing  winter's  day,  and  while 
his  guards  refreshed  themselves  at  the  imi  at 
AltstsBtten,  the  old  landamman  lay,  craving 
compassion  in  vaio,  on  the  sledge  without; 
while  the  keen  blast  of  the  Northwind  shook 
the  snow  from  off  his  grey  hairs. 

When  brought  before  the  criminal  tribunal 
he  again  protested  his  innocence  and  though 
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put  to  the  torture  thrice  in  one  day,  nothii 
was  extorted  from  him,  for  he  had  no  criae 
to  confess;  notwithstanding  this,  sentence  tf 
death  was  pronounced  against  him,  and  al* 
though  twenty  of  the  judges  refused  their  sano- 
lion  to  the  sentence  and  solemnly  protested 
against  it  in  the  records  of  the  court,  it  was 
carried  into  efiEect  on  the  same  day  (Mardi 
9tU  1784.)  The  venerable  Suter  heard  his 
condemnation  with  all  the  cahnness  of  inno- 
cence, and  with  the  same  serenity  proceeded 
to  the  place  of  execution  to  receive  the  fatal 
stroke  which  severed  his  head  from  his  body. 


56. 


Disturbances  and  riots  in  the  canton  of 

Friburg. 


ItSl  —  1790. 


Whilst  the  county  of  AppenzeU  was  thus 
agitated  by  party-animosity,  a  popular  com- 
motion of  a  still  more  violent  and  dangerous 
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charaeter  broke  forth  in  the  canton  of  Fribnrg, 
the  result  of  long  continued  clisfontent  which 
prevailed  both  in  the  towns  and  rural  districts. 

The  administratfon  of  the  affairs  of  the  town 
and  the  surrounding  country  dependant  upon 
it,  which  to  the  present  day  is  called  the 
ancient  district,  was  formerly  vested  in  the 
diief  magistrates  and  certain  judges;  but  the 
more  important  matters  were  left  for  decision 
by  the  people  at  large.  The  population,  how- 
ever, having  become  too  numerous,  the  su- 
preme power  was  transferred  to  a  select  num- 
ber of  enlightened  and  experienced  men  who 
formed  the  grand  council.  At  first  this  coun- 
dl  was  composed  of  burghers,  chosen  both  from 
die  town  and  county,  as  the  real  representa- 
tives of  a  free  people;  later  however  only 
nobles  and  patricians  were  elected,  and  at 
last  the  privilege  was  exclusively  confined  to 
the  sons  of  particular  families. 

An  intermediate  authority,  called  the  coun-> 
cil  of  the  sixty,  which  had  been  created  be- 
tween the  grand  and  lesser  council,  gave  birth 
to  another  authority  called  the  secret  chamber 
(1653)  invested  with  great  powers  and  exer- 
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dsiBg  the  rij^  of  nominatioii  to  the  posts  in 
the  govemment,  or  exdnsion  from  them,  fv 
a  long  time  an  equal  numbw  of  oitizetts  wne 
returned  from  the  four  wards  or  banns  of  the 
town  to  the  council  of  the  sixty  or  g^and  comi- 
cil;  in  time  however  the  election  was  confided 
to  the  sons  of  a  small  number  of  families  only, 
called  the  ,,Secret,"  till  at  last  all  the  other 
citizens  were  absolutely  excluded  from  ever 
sitting  with  these  secret  families.  (1684.) 

Hence  a  feeling  of  resentment  and  ill  will 
on  the  part  of  the  citiz^is  was  awakened 
against  the  secret  families,  or  those  who,  being 
exclusively  eligible  to  office,  filled  every  place; 
a  dissention  between  the  secret  families  diem- 
selves  at  last  took  place,  in  consequence  of 
the  claims  of  the  noblesse  to  take  precedence 
of  the  plebejan  families.  Meanwhile  the  loss 
of  tlie  popular  freedom  deprived  industry  of 
all  its  force  and  activity.  Before  the  establish* 
mcnt  of  the  secret  chamber  at  Friburg  nu- 
merous weaving  manufactories  contributed  to 
render  the  whole  canton  thriving  and  opulent; 
every  year  above  SO,OUO  pieces  of  white  linra 
were  sold  for  the  supply  of  Venice  alone.    In 
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one  of  the  qaarters  of  the  town  the  leadier-dres- 
sers  gave  employment  to  nearly  SOOO  workmen. 
All  this  activiQr  had  vanished;  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  sorroonding  districts  felt  the  loss 
of  their  andent.  liberty,  for  they  found  them- 
selves now  almost  like  subjects  without  rights. 

Although  the  government  had  several  times 
peremptorily  rejected,  as  presuming  innovations, 
respectful  complaints  of  individuals  and  even 
of  whole  communes,  there  were  some  who 
thought  it  right,  on  account  of  the  discontent 
which  prevailed,  to  bring  these  grievances 
again  forward. 

In  the  beautiful  village  of  La  Tour  de  Treme 
resided,  on  a  considerable  estate,  Peter  Nicho- 
las Chenaux,  a  man  of  much  scientific  know- 
ledge and  well  read  in  the  history  of  his  coun- 
try, whose  integrity  and  firmness  of  cha- 
racter made  him  greatly  beloved  by  the  people. 
He  and  his  friends,  John  Peter  Raccaud  and 
the^  advocate  Castellaz  of  Greierz,  Mi  that 
without  a  decided  cooperation  on  the  part  of 
the  people  all  their  humble  petitions  to  the 
government  would  be  in  vain.  They  therefore 
sent  confidential  emissaries  through  the  valleys 
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and  soon   aaeertained   that   the  people  wen 
every  where  ready  to  join  them. 

Chenaux  therefore  ventured  to  set  out  fix 
Friburg,  attended  by  about  fifty  or  sixty  armed 
men,  to  lay  before  the  council  the  grievances 
of  the  people.  (May  3rdll781.)  But  the  coun- 
cil, already  instructed  of  this  popular  move- 
ment, had  shut  the  gates  of  the  town,  rein- 
forced the  garrison  and  ordered  the  cidzens 
under  arms.  Meanwhile  seditious  cries  spread 
from  village  to  village  and  the  tocsin  ^sounded. 
The  castle  of  Gruyere  was  taken  by  the  pea- 
sants without  the  least  bloodshed,  and  the  go- 
vernor retained  in  it  as  hostage. 

Chenaux,  finding  the  revolt  so  general,  grew 
bolder,  arranged  the  bands  of  peasants  into 
battalions  with  regular  leaders  and  employed 
every  means  to  inspire  them  with  courage. 
Castella^  however,  sent  once  more  a  petition, 
though  in  vain,  to  the  council  of  Fribuig, 
begging  them  to  listen  to  the  complaints  of 
the  people,  or  to  refer  the  difierence  to  some 
of  the  cantons  for  arbitration.  This  appeal 
also  having  failed,  Chenaux  marched  for  Fri- 
burg  towards  the  chapel  of  St.  Jacob  (May  4th) 
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widi  above  8,500  men,  for  the  most  ill-armed 
peasants*  With  a  force  of  from  six  to  eight 
hundred  he  advanced  to  the  town;  another 
body  marched  towards  the  Bourgillon  gate,  and 
800  were  posted  in  the  wood  of  Seninberg 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Saanen,  numerous 
others  meanwhile  continued  to  arrive  from  the 
more  distant  parts  of  the  canton. 

The  garrison  of  the  town  now  marched 
forth  with  great  military  pomp.  By  the  co- 
lors of  Friburg  waved  those  of  Bern ,  for  at 
the  entreaty  of  the  former  Bern  had  instantly 
despatched  300  dragoons  then  in  the  town,  for 
military  training,  who  were  commanded  by 
colonel  Froideville,  an  officer  of  much  expe- 
rience and  humanity. 

Froideville  addressed  the  rebels  in  terms  of 
great  humanity,  requested  them  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  promising  them  that  the  past  would 
be  forgotten  and  assuring  them  that  their  grie- 
vances should  be  examined  into  by  the  me- 
diatory cantonsj  as«this  was  all  the  peasantry 
had  demanded,  they  were  ready,  on  receiving 
Froideville's  word  of  honor,  to  lay  down  their 
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arms ;   but  when  he  required  the  sorrender  of 
their  leaders  they  refused  to  do  so. 

During  these  negociations  the  forces  ct  As 
rioters  had  been  surrounded  and  several  pieen 
of  artillery  drawn  out  This  was  no  sooner 
discovered,  than  the  terrified  rebels  thnur 
away  their  arms  and  saved  themselves  wfaef- 
ever  they  could,  the  battalions  in  the  rear  in- 
stantly took  the  alarm,  and  all  fled  in  the  ut- 
most confusion;  Chenaux,  who  was  amongst 
the  fugitives,  was  basely  assassinated  by  one 
of  his  own  party,  Henry  Rossier,  either  fitun 
rage  at  the  ill  success  of  the  enterprise  or  to 
gain  the  favour  of  the  victors.  His  body,  wUch 
was  afterwards  transferred  to  the  hands  of  the 
executioner,  was  quartered,  and  his  head  stndL 
on  a  pike  and  exposed  on  the  tower  of  Ae 
Romont  gate.  Castellaz  and  Raccand  who 
were  sentenced  to  be  quartered  made  good 
their  escape;  corporal  punishments,  fines,  and 
degradations  awaited  the  other  ringleaders. 

Meanwhile  additional  troops  were  sent  to 
Friburg  from  Bern,  Soleure  and  Lucem,  ac- 
companied by  deputies  in  quality  of  mediators. 
But  the  government  of  Friburg  made  known 


conformably   to  its   usual   iadulgence  it 

:  ready  to    listen  to  every  grievance  the 

pie  had  to  bring  forward  j  at  the  same  time 

lowing  the  entire  canton  only  three  days  for 

;  drawing  up  and  presentation  of  their  com- 

unLs.    Notwithstanding  this  short   space  of 

B  and  tlie  presence  of  the  troops  witli  which 

B  town  was  thronged,  depntics  Irom  the  com- 

ines  hastened  to  Priburg  from  all  quarters. 

After  the  investigations  had  been  protracted 

^several  montlis,  without  leading  to  any  re- 

It,   the  deputies,   deceived  and  disappointed 

'  expectations,    returned  bewailing  the 

Rth  of  their  brave  leader,    whose  life  had 

1  sacriliced  in  his  country's  cause.    Prayers 

Q  daily  offered  up  on  the  grave  of  Clienaux, 

s  repaired  thither  with  crosses  and  ban- 

;,  joining  their  voices  iu  hynins  to  his  me- 

lu    vain    the   government   established 

ils  on  the  spot  with   loaded  arms;    in 

the  bishop   denounced   these  pilgrimages 

;  tomb  of  Chenaux,  notliing  could  arrest 

1  popular  expression  of  devout  homage  to 

t  departed  hero. 

;  citizens  of  the  capital,  as  well  as  the 


570 


twenty  four  parishes  of  the  ancient  district^ 
had  hoped  that  the  present  conjuncture  woiU 
enable  them  to  assert  with  better  success  thfiir 
rights  against  the  usurpations  of  the  reigniog 
families.    They,  however,  only  demanded  «e- 
cess  to  the  cantonal  archives  in  ivhich  woe 
deposited  the  charters  of  1404  and  15S3  ij 
which  the  burghers  and  other  inhabitants  d 
the  town  were  granted  a  share  in  dectunis 
and  in  the  enactment  of  constitutional  laws. 
The  government,  however,  replied  „The  by- 
laws of  your  own  trades  and  corporations  are 
sufficient  to  inform  you  concerning  your  rights.'' 
Thus  repulsed  the  citizens  and  the  people  of 
the  districts  had  no  other  hope  for  justice  but 
from  the  mediatorial  cantons.    After  long  en- 
deavours to  effect  an  arrangement,  the  follow- 
ing declaration  by  Bern,  Lucern  and  Soleue 
was  unexpectedly  issued.    „We  will  protect 
with  all  our  power  the  present  constitution  of 
Friburg,  and  declare  the  demands  of  the  citi- 
zens  groundless    and    unconstitutional.      We 
however  recommend  to  the  government  not  to 
allow  among  the  secret  families  any  preroga- 
tives to  the   nobles  above  the  patricians,  to 
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diminish  speedily  the  burdens  of  the  people, 
aad  to  reform  whatever  abuses  may  have  crept 
into  the  state.'' 

The  citizens  listened  with  amazement  to 
this  declaration,  delivered  from  the  pulpit  (July 
S8th  1782.)  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
the  four  banners  of  the  town  were  assembled 
before  the  house  of  the  chief  magistrate  Gady, 
who  listened  attentively  and  with  apparent  ap- 
probation to  the  harangues  delivered  in  the 
name  of  the  citizens  by  the  advocate  Rey, 
Guisolan  and  Girard,  the  former  a  notary,  and 
the  latter  a  merchant. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  however,  Rey,  to- 
gether with  his  family,  was  exiled  for  forty 
years,  Guisolan  for  twenty  and  Girard  for  ten, 
»«iid  even  a  son  of  one  of  the  reigning  fami- 
I  lies,  .Emanuel  of  Maillardoz,  was  sentenced 
Id  six  years  banishment,  for  having  in  the 
midst  of  the  banner-party  declared  „that  it 
was  but  just  that  the  citizens  should  have  their 
ancient  rights  restored  to  them."  Many  others 
also  met  with  a  similar  fate. 

The  government  however  prudently  resolved 
to    diminish  the  more  oppressive   burdens  of 
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the  peisaiitrir;  it  added  also  sixteen  to  the 
number  ef  the  eeeiet  families  and  promised  in 
future  that  for  ev^  family  which  beoame  ex- 
tinct, three  new  ones  should  bc^  nominated. 


57. 

Disturbances  in  the  bishopriek  of  Basle, 
pays  de  Yaad,  and  the  Grison 

country. 

1790  —  1794. 

Soon  after  these  events  a  storm  burst  ftitk 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Switzeriand,  which 
threatened  with  ruin  the  confederates  and  iD 
the  thrones  and  states  of  Europe,  niroagh 
the  prodigality  and  waste  of  its  kings,  France 
saw  itself  burthened  with  an  immense  puUie 
debt  and  its  population  reduced  to  the  greatesl 
distress;  notwithstanding  the  oppressive  load 
of  taxes  of  ail  kinds,  an  annual  defiency  of  t 
hundred  and  forty  millions  of  livres,  was  fboBd 
in  the  sums  required  to  pay  Uie  intefest  ob 
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the  public  debt,  and  to  meet  the  necessary 
expenditure  of  the  state;  and  as  the  ridi  con- 
vents, the  nobles  and  princes,  refused  to  con- 
tribute any  share  to  this  enormous  sum^  the 
exhausted  people  were  reduced  to  the  lowest 
ebb  of  suffering.  Whilst  at  the  court  of  the 
king  and  princes,  in  the  castles  of  the  nobility, 
in  the  abbeys,  and  in  great  towns,  all  was  fes- 
tivity, magnificence  and  pleasure,  the  hut  of  the 
husbandman  presented  a  scene  of  want  and 
wretchedness.  Despotism  had  usurped  the  au- 
thority of  the  laws,  and  religion  was  nothing 
but  mockery  and  incredulity  among  the  great, 
and  superstition  and  ignorance  among  the  poor. 
Such  things  could  not  fail  to  entail  on  the 
country  the  most  direful  calamities. 

The  lavish  and  profligate  court,  at  length 
no  longer  able  to  raise  the  means  for  its  ex- 
pences,  and  the  people  rendered  incapable  of 
paying  the  taxes,  the  whole  fabric  of  the  state 
gave  way.  The  king  having  convoked  an 
assembly  of  the  states-general  for  aid  and  ad- 
vice, the  latter  abolished  the  prerogatives  of 
the  nobility  and  clergy;  an  open  rebellion  suc- 
ceeded, in  which  the  people  destroyed  the  pri- 


574 

sons  and  set  fire  to  the  castles  of  the  noMes; 
the  property  of  the  clergy  valued  at  dvee 
thousand  million  livres  was  transferred  to  the 
service  of  the  state.  Princes,  nobles  and  priestt) 
fled  in  terror  from  their  country,  some  to 
Switzerland,  others  to  other  countries,  to  sedL 
succour  and  protection  from  their  sovereigns: 
the  latter  having  taken  up  arms  and  assmiied 
a  tone  of  menace,  the  French  seized  the  sword 
and  declared  themselves  masters  in  their  owa 
country. 

The  opinions  of  the  whole  world  weie  di- 
vided respecting  these  events;  the  governments 
and  priviledged  class  every  where  accused  the 
French  people  of  great  injustice,  whilst  those 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  their  own  govern- 
ments or  rulers  approved  of  these  acts  of  the 
French  nation. 

This  was  the  opinion  entertained  by  the 
people  within  the  bishoprick  of  Basle,  partico- 
larly  when  their  prince-bishop,  Joseph  of  Rog- 
genbach,  sought  to  hinder  the  communes  from 
holding  their  legal  assemblies.  Finding  how- 
ever that  the  people  persisted  in  upholding 
their  rights,  the  bishop  appealed  for  assistance 
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0  the  eantODS,  and  as  these  shenred  a  reluc- 
ance  to  enter  into  his  quairels,  he  besought 
he  emperor  to  send  troops  to  oecopy  the  coun- 
ry.  (1791.)  The  confederates  at  first  wer^ 
lostile  to  the  entrance  of  the  Austrian  troops 
ipon  the  soil  of  Switzerland,  but  were  brought 
kt  last  to  consent.  They  did  not  perceive  the 
langerous  consequences,  although  Reugger,  the 
kulic  councellor  of  the  bishoprick  and  speaker 
Q  the  name  of  the  states-general,  declared, 
hat  by  the  treaty  between  the  bishoprick  and 
France,  concluded  in  1781,  the  states  were 
luthorised  to  admit  an  equal  number  of  French, 
IS  there  were  Austrian  troops.  Meanwhile 
he  bishop,  however,  regained  the  entire  power 
nto  his  hands,  and  Rengger  was  obliged  to 
leek  his  safety  in  flight;  others,  who  partook 
»f  his  opinion,  were  cruelly  sentenced  to  stand 
Q  the  pillory,  or  to  p^etual  imprisonment. 

In  the  following  year  (179S)  war  was  sud- 
lenly  declared  between  France  and  Austria, 
vhen  the  troops  of  the  former  power,  entered 
he  bishoprick  and  expelled  the  Austrian  gar- 
isons.  The  bishop,  in  great  terror,  fled  first 
0  Bienne,  but  was  soon  obliged  to  seek  an 
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asylum  dsewheraj  none  was  found  to  affid 
him  the  least  succour,  and  he  saw  too  kle 
the  madness  of  making  enemies  of  his  own 
subjects. 

Erguel  and  Munsterthal,  whi^h  had  been 
for  many  centuries  united  in  a  defensive  ai- 
liance  with  Bern  and  Bienne,  were  judidonsly 
rei^ected  by  the  French,  but  Pnintrut  and  tke 
territories  of  the  bishoprick,  which  wive  moie 
nearly  allied  to  the  German  Empire ,  they  oo- 
cupied  with  their  troops.  Rengger  now  re- 
turned and  with  his  partisans  set  the  whole 
country  in  movement.  Those  in  the  episcopal 
offices  were  ousted  from  their  posts  and  tbe 
prince's  revenues  confiscated.  And  when  the 
king  of  France  was  dethroned  by  his  own 
subjects,  and  his  kingdom  declared  a  republic^ 
Keugger  raised  the  standard  of  liberty  atProu- 
trut,  that  is  a  high  pole  with  a  red  cap  on 
the  top.  Around  this  emblem  of  their  coun- 
try's freedom  the  deputies  of  the  conununes 
assembled,  abjuring  for  ever  all  submission  to 
the  bishop,  the  emperor  and  the  German  Enn 
pire.  (November  1792.)     They  erected ,  their 
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little  territory  into  a  republie  wWtch  tbej  de- 
aired  to  designate  by  the  name  of  Ranracia. 

Great  disorders  however  Visaed,  as  every 
one  was  desirous  of  ruling,  but  none  disposed 
to  obey:  party-persecutions  arose,  till  at  length 
numbers  desired  the  union  of  the  country  with 
France.    Rengger  and  his  partisans  perceiving 
they  could  no  longer  maintain  their  ground 
abandoned  the  short-lived  republic   of  three 
months, flid  on  the  7th  of  March  1798,  in  an 
asBembly  of  the  people  of  the  bidioprick  of 
Basle,  its  incorporation  with  France  was  de- 
creed and  carried  into  effect  accordingly;  I2r- 
guel  andMunsterthal  continued  however  inde- 
pendant  by  virtoe  of  their  alliance  with  Bern. 
The  confederates  who  were  secretly  inimical 
to  France,   would   doubtless   have  protested 
against  this  dismemberment,  had  they  not  been 
too  conscious  of  their  own  weakness,   their 
disunion  and  mistrust  of  their  subjects,   and 
partisans,  to  venture  on  such  a  step. 

Hence  they  permitted  without  opposition 
Bie  separation  of  the  bishoprick  of  Basle,  and 
replied  in  polite  and  consoling  terms  when  the 
iHshop  presented  himself  before   the  diet  at 
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Frauenfeld  t6  claim  the  iieatrality  of  the  eon- 
federates  towards  France;  and  when  the  p- 
pulace  of  Paris  attacked  the  king's  palace^  aid 
murdered,  after  a  sanguinary  conflict,  theSwis 
body  guard  in  the  service  of  the  king  (Au- 
gust 10th  1792)  the  confederates  scarcely  ?n- 
tured  to  utter  a  single  complaint 

The  din  of  war,  revolts,  battles  and  vielo- 
ries  now  filled  the  whole  civilized  world  Tht 
French  proclaimed  fraternity  and  saMour  t*> 
wards  every  people  who  aspired  to  beetM 
free.  They  beheaded  their  king  Louis  XVI 
and  their  victorious  arms  advanced  through  the 
Netherlands  and  Savoy  and  traversed  the 
Rhine.  On  every  side  the  danger  seemed  lo 
approach  nearer  the  land  of  the  Swiss. 

The  governments,  however,  of  the  confede- 
ration took  no  precautions  to  ward  it  ofl^  coa- 
ceiving  themselves  secure  behind  the  shield  «f 
their  innocence  and  neutrality.  Unprovided 
with  arms,  they  still  made  no  attempt  at  pr»* 
paration;  void  of  strength  and  energy,  thqr 
thought  not  of  drawing  more  closely  the  to 
of  the  confederation^  Each  canton^  unconcerned 
at  the  danger  which  menaced  all,   was  ooeft- 
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ued  in  silent  fear  for  itself  dAe.  Fribnrgy 
lem  and  Soleure  alone  oombined  fbr  ihw 
nvtoal  defence;  but  this  was  not  against  the 
langer  which  threatened  them  from  without, 
put  to  curb  the  discontent  which  prevailed 
irithin  their  own  territories. 

Since  1782  Bern  had  been  involved  in  a 
Kspnte  with  the  country  of  Vaud,  on  the  sub- 
dgI  of  the  assessments  for  the  repairs  of  the 
oads  leaping  to  the  capital.  The  commune  of 
forges  had  in  1790  produced  certain  charters 
ti  prove  that  the  entire  pays  de  Vaud  was 
>xempt  from  any  such  tax;  and  other  oommn- 
les  alledged  the  existence  of  other  rights  which 
he  Bernese  had  allowed  to  fall  into  abeyance 
luring  the  two  last  centuries.  All  sorts  of 
mblications  were  circulated  to  awaken  the  po- 
mlar  feelings,  and  at  Lausanne,  Vevay,  RoUe 
md  elsewhere,  success  was  drunk,  at  the 
loisy  meetings  of  the  young  men,  to  the  li- 
lerating  arms  of  France.  Although  the  public 
ranquillity  was  no  where  disturbed  by  these 
iroceedings,  the  government  of  Bern  thought 
ladtf  bound  to  check  them,  overawing  the 
Mipalar  mind  by  a  recourse  to  severe  but  sa* 
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lutaiy  measu^M.  They  accordingly  despatched 
plenipotentiaries  under  the  protection  of  a 
armed  force,  and  the  guilty,  and  perhaps  nuuqr 
who  were  innocent,  were  seized  and  impri- 
soned, whilst  numbers  took  to  flight.  Ae 
people  of  Vaud  concealed  the  indignation  tkej 
felt  at  this  severity,  but  the  fugitives  breathdl 
nothing  but  revenge.  They  sought  by  letten 
and  pamphlets  to  excite  the  minds  of  flieir 
fellow-citizens  against  an  authority  iHhicli  bad 
been  so  long  revered.  The  most  difficult  nt 
for  those  entrusted  with  power  is  to  k  M- 
nient  or  severe  at  the  proper  moment;  to  guard 
against  an  arrogant  exercise  of  power  when 
in  their  hands,  or  to  avoid  betraying  a  eo* 
wardly  weakness  in  circumstances  of  difBcoltjr 
or  desperation. 

This  art  of  administration  was  often  disret 
garded  in  the  Grison  republic,  where  the  aib 
cient  party-spirit  generated  incessant  dispateSi 
less  on  account  of  the  loss  of  liberty  than  ia 
its  abuse.  The  most  distinguished  families  li 
the  country,  amongst  whom  that  of  the  loidi 
of  Salis  was  far  the  most  eminent,  had  loiBf 
been  in  possessioii  of  the  best  ^d  most  loGfliv 
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;  offices  and  sources  of  revenue  in  the  state. 

%ey  disposed  for  trllliiig  sums  of  the  niagi»- 

[  appointmenls  in   the   Valtcline,   usually 

(dd  by  the  Grison  communes  to  the  highest 

idder  every  two  years,    and  whicli  enriched 

i  purchasers  by  enabling  tiiem  aflLTwards  to 

^ense  justice  at  the  beat  price;  they  nomt- 

1  the  captains  and  colonels  in  the  (irison 

my,  engaged  in  foreign  service,  and  formed 

e  |oIls  within  the  Grison  country,  which 

itituted  the  only  source  of  revenue  it  possessed. 

le  union  of  other  distinguished   families, 

3  Tschaniers,  Bawier  and  Planta,  for  the 

ipose   of  contesting   with   (he   SrUs   family 

B  exclusive  possession  of  tltese  advantages ;  — 

:  raising  of  the  sum   for  the  farming  of  the 

9  from  16,000  to  60,000florins(1787);~the 

■and  that  promotions  in  the  French  service 

I  he  no  longer  regulated  arbitrarily  but 

gth  of  service; — and  tlie  bitter  complaints 

:  oppressed  inhabitants  of  tlie  Valteline 

ainst  the   violation  of  their  hereditary  and 

g;itimate  liberties;  —  kindled  the  most  deadly 

1  between  the  two  parties,  who  mutually 

sed  each  other  before  the  people. 
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Every  malpraciise  which  came  to  light  was 
ascribed  reciprocaUy  by  the  one  party  to  the 
other.  Thus  when  a  French  envoy,  named 
Semonville,  on  his  way  to  Venice,  was  basely 
seized  in  passing  through  the  Valteline,  md 
delivered  up  to  the  Austrians,  the  Salis  party 
were  suspected  as  the  authors  of  the  treachery; 
and  when  a  scarcity  of  corn  happened  to  pre- 
vail in  the  country  the  Planta  party  were 
charged  with  selling  it  to  the  Frei^L  tbt 
urage  of  the  people  who  had  been  secretly 
stirred  up  against  them  at  length  burst  fiNlh 
into  open  revolt  (1794.) 

Eadiiiif  the  three  leagues  sent  thirty  two 
men  to  Coire  who  were  to  constitute  a  gene- 
ral assembly  to  examine  into  the  complaints  of 
the  parties.  That  of  the  Plautas  made  good 
their  cause,  skillfully  directed  the  public 
indignation  against  their  adversaries,  and  de- 
manded their  punishment  and  a  reform  of  the 
abuses  complained  of;  an  impartial  tribonal 
was  convened  by  which  some  of  the  accused 
were  condemned  to  the  payment  of  j&nes,  to 
restitution  or  exile. 
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History   of  party  -  excesses    comtnitted 

at   Geneva. 

1797. 

In  the  meantinie  half  the  globe  had  felt 
the  shock  of  war,  and  sea  and  land  had  beeiw. 
dyed  with  human  blood.    The  monarchical  al- 
liance had  resolved  to  humble  the  pride  of 
France,  while  the  letter  had  dooum^  the  ^~ 
▼ereigns.to  destruction.   The  confederation  con- 
tiimed  in  the  midst  of  belligerant  powers,  still 
eotiro,  with  an  army  on  the  frontiers  more  to 
I:   mark  the  boundaries  of  their  territories  than 
;*  fbr  defence.  Every  friend  of  his  country,  how- 
ever, shuddered  for  the   future.     For  though 
internal  union  and  mutual  confidence  between 
the  people  and  their   magistrates  was  never 
more  necessary,  they  were,  perhaps,  never  less 
found  than  now. 

In  Geneva  a  spirit  of  discontent  had  pre- 
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vailed  for  a  century  past  The  overweeniif 
ambiticm  of  the  nobles  was  a  constant  source 
of  disquiet  to  the  citizens,  and  tumultuous  and 
sanguinary  conflicts  had  in  consequence  oc- 
curred several  times  mthin  the  town.  The 
first  occurrence  of  the  kind  took  place  in  1707 
when  the  dissatisfied  citizens  complained  that 
a  few  families  permanently  retained  possearion 
of  the  highest  offices,  and  that  the  coundl^  ftr 
from  ameliorating  the  laws,  governed  enly  ac- 
i||}Cording  to  their  own  will  and  without  oansolt- 
ing  the  community  on  important  afiTairs.  Tbe 
council  in  the  first  instance  sought  the  inter- 
vention of  the  confederates,  but  afterwards  it 
not  only  applied  for  a  garrison  from  Bern  and 
Zurich,  but  claimed  also  the  protection  of  fo- 
reign arms,  so  that  the  most  distinguished  sap- 
porters  of  the  rights  of  the  people  were  de- 
graded, banished  or  executed. 

This  bloodshed,  which  spread  consternation 
and  rage  among  the  citizens,  only  added  to 
the  haughty  insolence  of  the  council  £  they  did 
not  now  hesitate  to  assail  the  constitutional 
laws  of  the  republic  by  creating,  on  their  own 
authority,  new  imposts  to  enable  them  to  for- 


the   town  slill   more  strongly.     In   1730 

Ccheii  Ducrest,  a  member  of  the  great  coud- 

ured  to  oppose  this  measure,   a  step 

bich  met  the  unanimous  support  of  the  citi- 

He  was  however  immediately  sentenced 

e  council   to   perpetual  imprisonment  for 

I  temerity,   and  Bern,   nnder  whose  protcc- 

the   Genevan    was ,     had    the   sentence 

lied  into  effect  at  Aarburg.    Frequent  dis- 

.   continued  alterwards  to  break  ont, 

hich  Zurich  and  Bern  succeeded  in  quelling, 

I  peace  had   wholly  fled.    Parly-animosily 

;  so  high,   that  murderous  conHicts  some- 

s  took  place  in  the  streets.    At  length  (in 

18)  the  arrival  of  deputies  from  France,  Bern 

d  Zurich,  —  charged  by  virtue  of  an  edict, 

I  examine  into  an4   curb  the  pretentions   of 

B  council,  and  the  class  of  nobles,  and  to  take 

!  precautions  which  met  with  the  approba- 

I  both  of  the   citizens   and   the  council,  — > 

|emed  once  more  to  have  restored  peace. 

I  But  when  the  council  in  1762  ordered  two 

teks  written  by  Rousseau,  a  philosopher  of 

weva,  to  be  tora  up  by  the  common  hang- 

and  a  part  of  the  citizens  opposed  the 

»•; 
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sentence,  which  Ihe  council  took  no  notice  #^ 
party-rancoor  and  hostility  again  burst  forth. 
One  of  the  parties,-  which  was  called  that  of  the 
Represenfantsj  maintained  that  the  council  should 
receive  every  complauit  directed  against  itseil^ 
and  present  it  to  the  general  assembly  of  the 
citizens  for  their  decision.  The  other  party  caUed 
that  of  ihe  Negatives  were  of  opinion  that  the  jiir 
risdiction  of  the  assembly  of  dtiziens  by  no 
means  extended  to  the  lesser  council :  the  quaird 
on  this  point  led  to  a  hundred  others,  and  the 

#dissentions  and  disorders  did  not  terminate  un- 
til Bern,  Friburg  and  France  again  interposed. 
But  to  avoid  foreign  interference,  the  council 
and  citizens  promptly  agreed  in  1768,  that  the 
government   should  grant  to  the  citizens  the 
nomination  of  half  of  the  new  members  al 
every  renewal  of  the  grand,  council;   with  the 
power  of  dismissing  annually  four  members  o( 
the  lesser  council  who  would  then  be  ineligible 
ever  after,  with  many  other  priveleges.    They 
also  granted  more  freedom  in  the  exercise  of 
their  callings,  to  those  inhabitants  whose  fa- 
milies had  been  long  resident  at  Geneva  and 
who  on  all  occasions  had  shewn  their  attaob- 
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iKent  to  the  citizens;  the  government  agreed  to 
Ijrant  annually  to  some  of  those  persons  the 
right  of  citizenship. 

But  this  reconciliation  which  was  effected 
more  from  fear,  than  mutual  good  faith,  proved 
bat  of  short  duration.    The  pride  of  the  reign- 
ing families   felt   humbled  to  have  made  so 
many  concessions;   they  again  aspired  to  ex- 
clusive power  and  courted  the  favour  of  the 
French  court,  so  that  it  became  doubtful  whe- 
ther they  intended  to  fulfil  the  pledge  they 
had  given  to  the  inhabitants.    The  french  mi# 
nister  Vergennes  who  viewed  with  envy  the 
industry  and  prosperity  of  Geneva,   which  he 
would  willingly  have  destroyed  by  alluring  its 
intelligent  artisans  to  France,  entered  warmly 
into  the  difference.     To  promote  the  dissen- 
sions and  favour  his  own  projects,  he  excited 
the  numerous  inhabitants  by  brilliant  promises 
against   the  popular  or    representant's  party; 
as  soon  as  the  latter  discovered  this,  they  ar- 
med themselves,   took  possession  of  the  city- 
gates  and  disarmed  the  inhabitants,  but  to  so* 
cure  their  interest  they  were  prudent  enough 
to  reinstate  them  in  their  former  privileges  and 


S86 


put  them  almofll  on  a  level  with  the  citimi; 
an  arrangement  which  was  confirmed  by  (fe 
edict  of  the  10th  February  1781. 

This  proceeding  was  equally  unpalatable 
to  the  reigning  families  and  their  adherently 
the  negationists,  as  to  the  French  court,  fbe 
latter,  to  overawe  its  enemies,  marched  COO 
men  to  Versoix,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ae 
town;  but  this  was  a  ground  of  offence. Id 
Zurich  and  Bern,  for  the  armed  guaranty  sd» 
pui^ted  in  the  treaty  of  1738  did  not  apper- 
iain  to  France.  The  confederates  th^ffiftie 
withdrew  themselves  from  it,  which  France 
no  sooner  perceived  th^n  she  also  renounced 
her  share  in  it  So ;  that  the  inhabitants  ci 
Geneva  were  now  left  at  liberty  to  fight  fiieir 
quarrels  out  alone. 

As  all  parties  were  at  once  accusers  and 
judges,  and  the  goyernment  obstinately  em- 
ployed force  and  cunning  to  regain  its  ancient 
privileges,  the  hatred  of  the  citizens  and  in- 
habitants soon  burst  forth.  The  government 
had  secretly  distributed  grenades  amongst  the 
soldiers  of  the  garrison;  but  both  citizens  and 
inhabitants  stormed  the   gates  of  the  town, 
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UDed  several  soldiers ,  deposed  both  eouneilS) 
and  elected  a  new  one  from  the  representaal- 
party.  Many  members  of  (he  old  goverammA 
took  to  flight;  but  France  and  Bern  declared| 
that  they  never  wonld  suffbr  a  government  to 
be  dissolved  by  rebels.  The  king  of  Sardinia 
also  was  induced  to  side  with  the  old  govern- 
ment; and  in  May  178t  troops  from  France, 
Savoy  and  Bern  appeared  before  the  town. 
Zurich  alone  refused  to  join  in  the  cause.  Ge- 
neva,  incapable  from  its  internal  disunion  of 
oflbring  any  resistance,  soon  threw  open  its 
gates.  France  now  dictated  its  own  terms, 
and,  assisted  by  Bern,  proceeded  to  reinstate 
the  previous  government  in  all  its  powers. 
The  party  of  the  negationists  being  victorious, 
die  citizens  lost  many  of  the  rights  they  had 
before  enjoyed;  when  the  general  assembly 
of  the  citizens  were  reqvired  to  confirm  this 
new  organisation,  scarcely  500  votes  were 
given,  for  all  those  who  had  participated  in 
the  late  revolutionary  proceedings  were  ex- 
idnded,  but  even  of  these  voters  oujb  hundred 
and  thirteen  refused  to  sanction  this  annihilatim 
of-the  freedom  of  Geneva. 


The  government,  protected  by  Bern,  8iiw 
dinia  and  France,  now  proceeded  to  forbid  ifl 
secret  assemblages,  all  military  exctrdses  rf 
the  citizens,  interdicted  the  publication  of  anj 
books  or  pamphlets  on  the  recent  events,  md 
encreased  the  force  of  the  garrison ,  after  tb 
withdrawal  of  the  foreign  troops,  to  1800  mei, 
entrusting  the  command  to  the  hands  of  fo- 
reigners. Thus  were  the  people  of  Geneva 
brought  under  conq>lete  subjection.  Many  re- 
tired from  the  town,  their  bosoms  rankling 
with  revenge  towards  their  oppressors;  and 
from  this  moment  the  prosperity,  industry  and 
commerce  declined,  while  bitter  discontent  and 
hatred  harboured  in  every  mind. 

The  triumphs  of  injustice  however  are  bat 
transient,  nor  can  the  sacred  love  of  liberty 
be  destroyed  by  the  prohibition  of  books  or 
the  application  of  bayonets ;  when  the  govern- 
ment therefore  in  January  1789  raised  the  price 
of  bread,  the  long  stifled  resentment  of  the 
citizens  again  burst  forth,'  they  armed  themsd- 
ves  as  well  as  they  could,  and  attacked  the 
mercenary  garrison;  instead  of  cannons  they 
seized  on  the  engines,   from  which  they  dis- 
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duurg^d  boiling  water,  and  succeeded  in  ex- 
pelling the  hirelings  of  tyranny;  the  govem- 
fluent  in  consequence  taking  the  alarm,  imme- 
diately lowered  the  price  of  bread,  pledged 
themselves  to  remodel  the  constitution  and  to 
diminish  the  force  of  the  garrison ,  to  restore 
the  citizens  their  arms,  abolish  the  oppressive 
taxes,  and  to  grant  the  right  of  citizenship  to 
those  inhabitants  who  had  been  established  in 
the  town  during  four  generations*  — >  All  this 
being  faithfully  executed  an4  Bern  and  Zurich 
consenting  to  renew  their  ancient  alliance  with 
Geneva,  general  satisfaction  once  more  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  country. 

The  government  now  linked  itself  more 
readily  and  closely  with  the  citizens,  as  they 
eould  expect  no  further  assistance  from  France, 
where  the  people  were  in  a  state  of  rebelHon; 
indeed  not  only  the  natives  of  Geneva  and  the 
more  recent  settlers  there,  but  even  the  villa- 
ges subject  to  its  jurisdiction  were  in  commo- 
tion and  demanded  an  equality  of  ri^ts;  fire- 
quent  hostile  rencounters  took  place  but  the 
citizens  remained  firm  to  the  government.  The 
dissenttons  however  did  not  diminish;  some  of 


tbe  exiled  or  emigrant  Genevans  in  Fnawe^ 
to  gratify  their  revenge,  sought  to  inGorponto 
the  town  with  France;  Soulavie,  the  Freuk 
resident  at  Geneva,  who  was  also  desms 
for  this  union,  formed  a  party  and  secntbf 
encouraged  the  peasantry  and  towns-people  to 
subvert  the  government  and  constitution;  he 
declared  that  all  ought  to  enjoy  an  equality  of 
rights;  meanwhile  the  labourer  and  aitim 
were  unoccupied;  plenty  was  however  pro- 
mised to  them  from  the  plunder  of  the  ridi* 

Such  was  the  position  of  afiairs  whm  the 
French  army,  whose  object  was  to  penetrate 
into  Savoy  and  Italy,  approached  Geneva  in 
September  1793.  The  town  in  great  alarm 
solicited  by  virtue  of  their  alliance  the  pro- 
tection of  Bern  and  Zurich,  who  instantly  des- 
patched some  troops;  but  on  the  retiring  of 
the  french  army,  and  in  consequence  of  me- 
naces from  the  French  government,  they  again 
withdrew  them.  But  scarcely  were  the  f(^- 
teiga  troops  removed  than  the  inhabitants  both 
of  the  town  and  villages,  armed,  and  seised 
on  the  arsenal;  they  were  now  joined  by  many 
of  the  discontented  citizens.    In  a  general 


ibly,  at  which  the  other  dtizens  were  fer- 
ried to  appear,  they  deposed  bodi  coaneUSy 
and  chose  in  their  place  two  commimities,  one 
of  public  security  9  the  other  of  administration, 
and  a  national  convention  with  legislative 
powers;  order  and  security  now  gave  place 
to  anardiy  and  open  rebellion;  those  who  did 
not  join  the  multitude  were  stigmatised  as 
aristocrats ;  right  and  justice  fled,  whilst  party^ 
hatied  rose  triumphant:  and  as  in  France  the 
sanguinary  mob  obtained  at  length  the  suprmne 
dHomand,  a  similar  ascendancy  prevailed  in 
die  ill-fiited  town  of  Geneva,  where  they  com- 
mitted excesses  no  less  revolting  to  humanity. 
Peilce  and  security  were  banished. 

The  party,  denominated  revolutionists,  in 
order  to  annihilate  at  once  that  of  the  aristo- 
crats, took  possession  one  night  in  the  summer 
of  July  1794  of  the  heavy  artillery  and  of  the 
whole  town,  dragged  off  to  prison  nearly  000 
of  the  most  respectable  citizens,  magistrates 
and  literary  men,  soipe  of  whom  they  mttr« 
dered  either  openly  or  secretly,  instituted  a 
tribunal  to  judge  the  rest,  by  which  about  forty 
were  sentenced  to  be  executed,  a  hundred  to 
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perpetual  banishment  and  their  property  coih 
fiscated;  whilst  others  were  doomed  to  impi- 
sonment  for  life,    exile,  or  other  punishmeils. 
These  horrid  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  pluoder 
lasted  with  a  greater  or  less  violence  for  u 
interval  of  two  years,  whilst  those  whobal 
succeeded  in  placing  themselves  at  the  heal 
of  the  government  dissipated  the  greatest  piH 
of  the  wealth  of  the  state  and  of  the  deqwiled 
citizens.    Bnt  as  the  popular  phrenzy  gradually 
abated  in  France  and  the  government  became 
milder,   the  horrors  which  had  so  long  deso- 
lated Geneva  induced  all  the  friends  of  boma- 
nity  to  unite  in  putting  an  end  to  so  dreadhl 
a  state  of  anarchy:   order  again  resumed  ber 
reign,  the  exilecl  were  recalled,  the  constitu- 
tion of  1782  reestablished,  and  the  citizens  and 
inhabitants  generally,  provided  they  were  bon 
on  the  territory  of  Geneva,   shared  the  same 
political  rights.    Thus  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  1796  peace  and  general  amity  was  once 
more  proclaimed  and  Geneva  after  long  storms 
saw  its  tranquillity  restored  —  but  unhappily 
only  for  a  short  time. 


50. 

The  ancient  territory   of  St.   Gall,  — 

The    abbot   Beda.   —  Disturbances  on 

the  borders  of  the  lake  of  Zurich. 

1797. 

The  arduous  contest  maintained  by  kings 
and  princes  against  the  French  nation  c<mti-i 
nued  to  rage  with  more  violence,  and  a^roached 
nearer  the  Swiss.  The  Alps  resounded  with 
the  thunder  of  battles  fought  in  Italy,  Swabia 
and  on  the  Rhine^  Thei^wprnments  of  the 
confederation,  however  ^[jqHped  insensible  to 
the  danger  which  ever  awnS  the  weak  pla- 
ced between  the  strong. 

The  French  standard  waved  victorious  in 
Savoy  and  the  Netherlands,  in  Lorraine,  Hol- 
land and  Germany,  and  wherever  it  appeared^ 
princes  and  nobles  fled  in  terror,  for  it  was 
the  signal  of  freedom  to  every  nation.  The 
governments  of  the  confederacy  could  scarcely 


conoeal  the  hatred  and  contempt  they  felt  th 
wards  these  conquerors;  they,  however,  i»« 
mained  in  proud  security,  although  the  pattB 
ferment  was  daily  encreasing,  and  many  kokel 
forward  to  a  greater  degree  of  liberty. 

In  the  ancient  territories  also  of  the  akkil 
of  St.  Gall  the  people  revolted  against  tl» 
dominion  of  the  abbey:  for  they  could  no  ka* 
ger  endure  to  see  themselves  deprived  of  their 
rights  and  loaded  with  fresh  taxes,  court-ex* 
actions,  and  labours,  i;rtiich  belonged  to  merest 
servitude;  by  the  purchase  of  new  landi 
the  abbey  was  constantly  enriched,  whilst  the 
ecclesiastics  and  officers  of  the  establishment 
contributed  nothing. 

Five  of  the  MMnunities  therefore  bddiy 
deliberated  as  tdHteJost  grievances  they  hal 
to  lay  before  the  abW.  They  were  sosa 
joined  by  the  whole  civil  establishments  sf 
Oberberg,  and  the  number  of  those  who  with 
justice  or  otherwise  had  causes  of  complainis 
became  so  great  that  sixty  difierent  abuses 
were  discovered  which  claimed  redress;  upoa 
which  the  commons  united,  chose  a  committee 
and  held  a  council  at  Gossau,   March  1395. 
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Their  president  was  a  bold,  eloquent  and  sen^ 
sible  man,  John  Kunzli,  who  conducted  the 
afiair  with  great  prudence;  the  assembled  com- 
munities  signed  the  document  in  which  their 
complaints  were  preferred,  and  presented  it  to 
the  abbot. 

The  prince-abbot,  Beda  Angehm,  was  a 
man  of  an  enlightened  and  honorable  mind 
He  knew  the  necessities  of  the  poor  too  well, 
for  he  was  himself  the  son  of  a  subject  of  the 
abbey,  who  lived  in  the  village  of  Hagenwyl 
in  Thurgau!  he  would  willingly  have  relieved 
the  oppressed  people,  but  of  all  the  ecdesias- 
tics  of  the  convent  only  two  shared  in  his 
opinion;  the  others  strenuously  opposed  the 
people,  declaring  ittobajMfe^rench  ideas  of 
liberty;  „if  the  peoplafpHHil  quiet,"  said 
Aeyj  „the  confederates  ^mi  support  us,  as 
they  have  often  before  done  against  our  re- 
fractory subjects."  They  continued  to  resisi 
the  advice  of  the  prudent  Beda  whose  trail-' 
qmllity  had  before  been  disturbed  so  madly 
that  he  bad  resolved  as  early  as  17B8  to 
sign  his  office.  But  pope  Pius  the  sixth 
Aised  to-  accept  of  his  resignation,  and  by  • 


severe  admonitary  letter  of  16th  Aagust  im 
established  peace  and  union  in  the  chaftor. 
They  now  had  recourse  to  negodation,  tto 
proceedings  of  which  were  purposely  prolongd 
to  exhaust  the  patience  of  the  people. 

The  prince -abbot  having  discovered  their 
artifice  represented  to  the  monks  ^  that  qii»- 
rels  between  rulers  and  their  subjects  vnn 
wholly  to  be  avoided  in  times  like  the  prttent) 
but  rather  that  they  should  be  more  muted 
than  ever  now  when  danger  from  without  wis 
80  near.  If  therefore  said  he  .^you  resolre  to 
resist  our,  subjects ,  I  throw  myself  alone  into 
their  arms." 

He  accordingly  in  November  1795  conceded 
to  the  people  ^tUtffy^  privileges  with  Ao 
power  of  choonJMpttr  senate  and  council  of 
war,  to  hold  genmtl  a^mblies,  to  nominate 
the  municipal  officers  and  to  purchase  exemp- 
tion from  the  burthens  which  oppressed  them; 
he  abolished  servitude  and  commanded  thit 
ecclesiastics  and  all  those  engaged  in  the  public 
service  should  contribute  an  equal  portion  to 
the  taxes,  and  that  the  convent  should  pur- 
chase no  more  land.    This  gave  great  satisbo- 
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lioQ  to  the  country  and  blessings  were  poured 
on  the  good  Beda.  It  is  true,  the  monks  of 
the  abbey  acceded  shortly  after  to  the  treaty 
concluded  between  the  abbot  and  his  people; 
but  only  in  appearance.  So  perfidious  was 
their  conduct,  that  almost  at  the  same  hour 
they  prepared  and  signed  a  secret  act  for  the 
defence  of  their  rights  against  their  rebellious 
subjects  as  the  people  were  called.  By  this 
they  thought  to  invalidate  what  they  had  pub- 
licly promised  and  at  a  favorable  moment  to  be 
enabled  to  regain  what  they  had  conceded. 
The  confederation  even,  the  guardians  of  the 
abbey,  secretly  disapproved  the  lenient  mea* 
sures  of  the  pious  abbot  in  favour  of  his  suk^ 
jects,  though  they  ^JiMtt^C August  1797)  ^ 
ratified  his  proceedingnH^Hpr  could  now  no 
longer  prevent  them.     =v^^p  . 

During  the  progress  of  these  events  .  th« 
inhabitants  on  both  shores  of  the  lake  of  Zii* 
rich  were  alike  active  in  resuscitating  their 
obsolete  and  long  forgottear  rights ;  their  zea- 
lous efforts,  however,  were  only  productiTr 
of  sorrow  and  ruin  to  tbev. 

26urich  bad  always  acted  with  moderaliMi 
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and  justice  towards  its  sabjects,  retaining  Ooi 
in  respectful  subjection,  raising  the  c^oontiy  ky 
good  government  to  a  very  flourishing  coni- 
tion;  their  subjects  had  seldom  to  compbua  rf 
harsh  or  violent  treatment,  or  the  venaUty.ef 
avaricious  magistrates.  For  since  the  tiae 
that  two  virtuous  citizens,  John  Casper  Liva- 
ter  and  Henri  Fussli,  openly  impeached  inlTtt 
the  injustice  of  the  governor  FeUx  Grebd  of 
Gruningen,  who  was  obliged  ignominiously  to 
leave  the  country,  no  one  had  dared  to  imi- 
tate his  example. 

But  another  cause  of  anxiety  weighed  on 
the  inhabitants,  particularly  on  the  indastiious 
classes  who  dwelt  on  the  borders  of  the  lake: 
'  this  was  the  pr^pileges  of  the  incorporated 
trades  and  the  rij^blBot  monopoly  enjoyed  by 
the  town,  which  {nohibited  the  peasantry  re- 
siding in  the  villages  from  exercising  any 
trade,  except  those  indispensable,  and  the  sale 
of  wine  and  com.  The  numerous  cotton->ma- 
nufactories  throughout  the  country  were  ob- 
liged to  buy  the  raw  article  from  the  town, 
and  sell  it  there  again  in  its  manufactured 
state;  even  what  the  peasant  had  spun  for  hii 
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own  family  he  was  obliged  to  dispose  of  to 
the  citizens,  and  re-purchase  it  alter  ihe  pro- 
cess of  bleaching  and  printing.  From  eccle~ 
eiastica)  and  civil  ofticcs  he  was  wholly  ex- 
cluded, for  these  were  filled  by  the  sons  of 
the  citizens.  The  cliild  of  the  peasant  was 
oondemned  to  the  plough  and  the  cultivation 
of  the  vine,  or  to  drudge  for  daily-hire  at  the 
different  aud  extensive  trades  carried  on  in  the 
town,  so  that  ho  saw  himself  tied  dowo  to 
the  lowest  occupations. 

But  aa  the  French  principles  of  freedom 
triumphautly  levelled  every  difference  between 
the  peasant  and  nobleman,  between  town  aud 
country,  vast  numbers  on  the  shores  of  the 
lake  of  Zurich,  animated  by  the  example  of 
the  French,  demanded  of  each  other,  why  this 
desirable  state  was  not  enjoyed  by  them? 
„  Whilst  we  have  the  appellation  of  being  free, 
does  not  the  town  hold  us  in  8  stale  of  servi- 
tude, and  are  we  not  in  many  places  ou  a  le- 
vel with  the  stave?"  By  such  discourses  their 
passions  were  excited  and  some  meu  of  the 
village  Staefa,  on  the  lake,  promulgated  their 
opinions  on  the  eternal  rights  of  man,  and  the 
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services  whidi  the  peasantry  had  rendered  tke 
tewn,  and  thought  that  for  all  this  they  nigkt 
well  claim  their  enfiranduseniMit  from  Zondt; 
in  1704  therefore  they  drew  up  a  memorial  fit 
presentation  to  the  govemmenty  in  which  Ihqr 
prayed  for  universal  equality  in  trade  and  uh 
dostry,  that  the  peasant  should  eqcqr  an  eqisl 
right  of  preferment  in  the  departments ,  aod 
the  power  of  redeeming  the  land-tax  and  nmg 
others.  Their  demands,  however 9  eooldaot- 
be  granted  without  overttiniing  the  inenpo* 
rated  and  vested  rights,  established  in  the 
town  for  centuries,  as  well  as  its  ancteat  and 
imperial  ordinances,  which  had  from  year  to 
year  been  confirmed. 

As  this  petitiopi  was  sent  from  one  oomim- 
nity  to  another  fin*  i^proval  and  was  joyftdly 
aud  unanimously  received  in  every  quarter, 
the  town  soon  gained  intelligence  of  the  aflfidi, 
and  immediately  caused  (hose  who  had  talm 
the  most  active  parts  to  be  arrested  and  pu- 
nished with  the  utmost  severity,,  as  promoters 
of  the  revolt;  some  were  banished  from  the 
confederacy  and  many  severely  fined  and  out- 
lawed, January  13th  1795. 
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The  puiiiBhment  of  so  mauy  of  the  discon^ 
teated  did  not,  hpwever,  diimnidi  their  nimn 
bare^  on  the  contrary  they  seamed  rather  fo 
Mimitoe;  some  members ,  however,  of  tUe 
council  in  Zurich,  to  appease  them,  promised 
dieir  support  if  they  could  shoW  the  act  and 
86il  to  autheaticate.  their  Claims. 

Upon:  tUs,  in  the  annual  assembly  of  the 
GOBUnune  of  Steefa  (May  1795)  four  of  the 
oldest  members,  addressing  the  others,  said: 
„We  remember  to.have  heurd  from  our  fothers 
that  in  the  commiinal  archives  are  contained 
authentic  acts  which  establish  die  people  in 
th6  engoyment  of  certain  privileges^  but  which 
by  the  li^Se  of  time  have  fallen  into  abeyance: 
lel  tis  Murch  for  these  and  put  them  to  the  test? 
iMMlugh.  it  was  forbiddeflt  :by  the  governor 
mad  secretary  to  speak  of  such  documents^  the 
people  wei^  not  to  be  deterred  from  the  search^ 
they  accordingly  found  in  a  mill  the  perpetual 
i)0iivention,  made  in  presence  of  the  confedera* 
tee,  iti  their  quality  of  arbitrators  between  the 
towil'  of  Zuridi  and  the  country,  in  1489  on 
the  day  of  the  execution  of  the  burgomaster 
Waldmann.  This  convention,  which  had  never 
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been  abrogated ,  was  solemnly  gaaranteed  by 
the  confederates,  and  established  the  peofb 
in  an  universal  freedom  of  trade  and  comniMt 
They  also  found  an  act,  passed  in  favour^ 
the  country,  after  the  calamities  of  the  Cappd 
war,  in  1&32,  by  the  burgomaster,  coundl  ui 
the  two  hundred  of  the  town  of  Zurich.  Ij 
this  act  the  peasantry  were  not  only  coaBrmd 
in  aU  their  earlier  franchises,  but  were  rttsed 
also  to  a  share  in  the  govemmept. 

Upon  this  the  communes  of  Staefa  and  Kmh 
nacht,  Horgen,  Thalwyl,  Erlibach,  and  seve- 
ral others  9  sent  a  deputation  to  the  goy&mm 
and  chief  magistratiss,  demanding  respectfully 
to  know  whether  these  acts  had  been  annulled 
by  any  subsequent  laws  or  still  remained  ib 
force.  The  deputies,  however,  were  dismissed, 
the  government  of  Zurich  being  unwilling  to 
confirm  or  deny  the  validity  of  the  ancient, 
documents,  thinking  both  equally  dangerous'; 
it  was  resolved,  therefore,  to  treat  the  whde 
affair  as  seditious  and  the  authors  were  sum- 
moned to  appear  to  answer  for  their  proceedingSi 

But  as  thes  ummoned  parties  did  not  appear, 
the  various  communes,  but  particularly  that  of 
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Staefa,  in  jiistification  of  their  disobedience,  de- 
clared that  they  had  not  confided  to  those  in- 
dividuals the  power  of  justifying  them  or  ne- 
godating  in  their  name,  but  begged,  the  go- 
vernment would  treat  with  themselves  concern- 
ing such  public  and  important  interests.  This 
haughty  tone  excited  great  indignation  in  the 
town;  hostile  preparations  were  made  and  every 
relation  %vith  Staefa  was  broken  off;  whilst  many 
persons  belonging  to  the  latter  who  lived  in 
the  capital  were  ordered  away.  Early  on  the 
Sunday  morning  of  the  5th,  of  July  1795,  whilst 
the  people  were  assembled  at  service  in  the 
church,  a  force  of  S500  men  supplied  with  ar- 
tillery, arrived  from  Zurich  and  entered  the 
peaceful  village,  and  immediately  issued  a  pro- 
clamation to  the  following  effect: 

„The  documents  you  produce  are  altogether 
invalid,  as  the  one  was  granted  at  a  time  when 
legal  authority  was  suspended,  and  passed  by 
the  seven  protecting  cantons  only  to  avoid 
worse  evils,  and  the  other  was  only  in  force 
for  the 'time  being  and  under  the  existing  cup- 
•cumstances  which  consequently  ceased  with 
their  termination.    Nor  can  it  be  shown  in  die 


course  of  three  centimes,  that  any  article 
tained  in  those  acts  was  ever  carried  into  4* 
feet  or  any  complaint  raised  in  Ihe  connfay  m 
account  of  their  non-fulflihnent^ 

Such  was  the  language  of  Zurich,  lit 
seven  confederate  cantons  who  had  been  aidi 
the  perpetual  witnesses  to  the  acts  ^us  Oh 
nulled,  as  well  as  tfie  guarantees  for  Mr 
execution,  were  appealed  to  by  tiie  inhabitMli; 
all,  however,  remained  silent,  witih  the  esoep-^ 
tion  of  Glarus,  ^ribich,  fidthfiil  te  the  engaga- 
ments  of  their  ancestors ,  exhorted  Zurich  it 
act  with  justice,  rather  than  appeal  to  foret) 
for  that  the  best  security  of  a  state  consisted 
in  the  conviction  which  every  member- of  die 
community  has  of  obtaining  what  rightfidlj 
belongs  to  him.  -» 

The  peo^e  of Staefa  after  having  been  dis- 
armed were  obliged,  in  the  midst  of  the  bayo* 
nets  by  which  they  were  surrounded,  solemnly 
to  swear  to  remain  true  to  the  ancient  oath. 

All  those  who  had  taken  an  active  part  ii 
the  cause  of  their  rights  were  punished  in 
different  ways,  some  were  sentenced  to  perpe* 
tual  imprisonment,   others  during  a  period  of 
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ten  or  twenty  years,  some  to  confinement  in 
the  house  of  correction,  others  to  be  banished, 
flogged  or  heavily  fined.  The  commune,  after 
having  borne  for  several  months  the  burden  of 
a  military  garrison,  had  also  to  contribute  78/)00 
flopAS  to  the  expences  incurred*  One  of  their 
most  venerable  and  worthy  citizens,  Bodmer, 
was  conducted  to  the  place  of  execution  at 
Zurich,  where  die  Bword  of  the  executioner 
was  flourished  above  his  head,  to  intimate  that 
he  mierited  death,  as  having  been  the  first  to 
iastitiite  the  seardi  for  the  documents;  he  was 
afterwards  conveyed  back  to  his  prison,  where 
he  was  doomed  to  languish  out  his^  existence. 
Prom  ihis  time  a  sileiit  terror  pervaded  the 
cciutt^  and  a  desire  of  vengeance  lurked  in 
every  breast 
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End  of  the  ancient  confederation.  En- 
trance of  the  French  into  Switzerland. 

n»i  —  1W8. 

At  this  period  there  were  living  in  fordgn 
ooontries  great  numbers  of  those  who  at  diffe- 
rent times  had  been  exiled  from  the  comxliyf 
for  too  boldly  or  indiscreetly  defending)  by 
words  or  acts,  the  rights  and  liberties  of  ih^ 
country-men;  many  of  these  actuated,  by  feel- 
ings of  revenge,  appealed  to  the  chiefs  of  the 
French  republic.  99  We  have  been  banished,' 
said  they,  ^^from  our  country  by  those  who 
at  present  govern  the  thirteen  cantons  of  the 
confederacy.  These  men  being  the  enemies 
of  liberty,  are  your  enemies  no  less  than 
ours;  they  prefer  subjects  to  fellow-citizens, 
imagine  themselves  petty  sovereigns,  and  se« 
cretly  ally  with  kings  and  princes  against  you; 
assist  then  the  |Swiss  to  regain  their  lost  free- 
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dom;  they  caU  on  you,  they  await  you  with 
open  arms;  free  men  are  the  truest  allies  of  a 
free  nation." 

Such  language  did  not  fail  to  please  the 
diiefis  of  France.  They  reflected  that  Switzer- 
land would  be  an  excellent  bulwark  for  France 
and  a  convenient  and  always  accessible  pas- 
sage into  Italy  and  Germany:  the  treasures 
also  possessed  by  many  of  the  towns  in  Swit- 
zerland excited  their  avarice.  They  therefore 
endeavoured  to  find  some  means  to  get  into 
contact  with  the  confederate  governments  — 
the  latter 9  however,  carefully  avoided  every 
cause  for  offence,  acknowledged  the  free  cour 
stitution  of  France,  and  sent  out  of  their  coun- 
try the  unfortunate  princes,  priests  and  nobles^ 
who  had  fled  fi^m  the  rage  of  the  French 
nation  to  the  Swiss  vallies  for  refuge. 

Soon  after  this,  the  great  general  Bona^ 
parte  passed  through  Savoy  on  his  way  to 
Italy,  against  the  army  of  the  emperor,  who 
in  union  with  {England  and  th^  Crermanic  em- 
pire now  maintained  the  contest  against  France, 
as  the  kin|p.  of  Spain  and  Prussia  had  made 
peace  with  that  power.    After  numerous  ac* 
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tions  fought  within  die  ^ace  of  a  few  moiilkl 
(1797)  Bonaparte  overcame  the  whcrfe  fine 
of  Austria,   subdued  and  terrified  Itafy  ftna 
one  extremity  to  the  other,  took  fbe  wfade  of 
Lombardy,  imd  ultimately  obliged  the  empenr 
to  conclude  a  peace.    He  then  erected  Lo»* 
bardy  into  an  independant  state^*  under  flit  6tk 
of  tbeCisidpine  republic  When  this  wais  ftP* 
ceiyed  by  the  neighbouring  territories  of  4w 
Valteline,  Cloves  and  Bormio.  then  nndflr  the 
subjection  of  the  Orisons,  they  ardently  wkM 
to  exchange  flieir  condition  of  poor  sabjeoti  of 
the  Grisons   for  that  of  free  citizens  of  the 
Cisalpine  republic,    for  their   complaints  and 
numerous  grievances  were  neither  listened  t» 
or  redressed  by  the  former.    Bonaparte,  how* 
ever,  first  gave  the  Grisons  an  opportunity  of 
choosing.     9,If,^   said  he,   „yeu   give  these 
people  their  freedom  and  grant  them  the  sune 
rights  you  enjoy  yourselves,  diey  shall  remaia 
your  fellow-citizens ;  take  time  for  considera- 
tion, after  which  send  your  deputies  to  me  at 
Milan.'' 

The  parties  in  power,  howeveM|in  theGri* 
sons,  could  not  agree;  many  were  of  opiam 
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tliat  the  inhabitants  of  the  Valteline  should 
either  continue  subjects,  or  be  wholly  sepa- 
rated; «—  as  the  time  allowed  elapsed  without 
an  answer  arriving,  Bonaparte,  impatient  and 
exasperated,  immediately  incorporated  Valte- 
line, Cloves  and  Bormio  with  the  Cisalpine 
republic,  SSnd  October  17B7.  All  the  pro- 
perty, belonging  to  the  Grisons  within  their 
territories,  was  confiscated  and  made  away 
with,  so  that  many  a  rich  faniily  was  redu- 
ced to  poverty. 

In  this  manner  were  the  ancient  limits  of 
Switserland  unjuistly  diminished.  Within  a 
BMmth  aifterwards  part  of  the  bishoprick  of  Basle, 
which  on  account  of  its  alliance  with  Switzer- 
land had  been  hitherto  respected,  was  incor- 
porated with  France.  This  spread  a  general 
constemalion  among  the  confederates;  they 
were,  however,  soon  menaced  with  still 
greater  misfortunes,  for  loud  murmurs  were 
also  raised  in  the  canton  of  Basle  against  the 
town.  In  Aargau  several  towns  were  in  com- 
motion for  the  recovery  of  their  ancient  privi- 
leges firon^em;  and  the  pays  de  Vaud  be- 
came more  tumultuous  than  ever,  in  demanding 
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its  lost  freedom.  In  the  meantime  rvmom 
wece  spread  tliat  a  French  army  was  approack- 
ing  the  Swiss  frontiers,  for  the  protectiott  d 
the  inhabitants  of  this  canton,  who,  by  virtne 
of  ancient  treaties,  had  daimed  the  mediatko 
of  France.  It  was,  however,  also  nimoiHed 
that  the  French  meditated  the  overthrow  of 
the  confederate  government  and  the  aj^ropria- 
iion  of  the  country  to  themselves. 

Bern  and  Friburg  hastened  to  collect  troops, 
to  intimidate  by  an  imposing  force  the  pays 
de  Vaud  and  Aargau,  and  compel  them  to 
maintain  silence.     A  diet  also  was   speedily 
convoked  at  Aarau,  in  which,  though  much 
discussion  took  place,   nothing  was   decided, 
for  the  confederate  cantons  were  not  only  dis- 
trustful of  one  another,  but  also  of  their  sub- 
jects.   This  was  a  great  and  lamentable  evil, 
but  it  was  one  of  long  standing.    In  a  S[Hrit 
which  seemed  to  foresee  the  general  ruin,  the 
deputies  renewed  the  ancient  oath  of  alliance 
January  85th  1798;  but  without  the  coufideuce 
and  enthusiasm  of  their  heroic  forefathers.  Scar- 
cely had  they  pronounced  the  oaUi^   when  a 
messenger  arrived  from  Basle  announcing  that 
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Of  me  petsttttiy  bad  enterad  tlie  town, 
Oat  die  casdes  of  the  goveniois  were  in  lla- 
mfBBj  and  that  the  people  every  where  weie 
dedaied  free!  tenror  seised  on  the  whole  as- 
aottbly,  and  it  was  instandy  broken  op. 
.  The  ooontry  was  thrown  into  gieat  eom- 
aotkm  at  the  alarm  and  weakness  whidi  the 
government  discoyered,  whilst  they  persisted 
in  their  resistanee  to  the  wishes  of  the  people. 
AtSdiaihansen,  in  theRhdnthal,  Toggenbnrg, 
the  Mardies,  and  in  Wesen  and  Uznach,  com- 
mittees were  formed  in  fartheranoe  of  the  po- 
polar  caose.  The  Italian  districts  beyond 
the  Alps  raised  the  standard  of  liberty  on  the 
diores  of  the  Tessino,  and  disorders  which 
ev^y  wh^ne  prevailed  announced  the  ap- 
proaching dissolution  of  the  entire  confedera- 
tion. The  cantonal  governments,  powerless, 
mistrustful,  and  divided,  consulted  only  their 
individual  interests,  without  unity  or  patriotism; 
nor  were  the  people  less  divided  in  their  opi- 
nions and  wishes.  Some,  rude  and  unenligh- 
tened, were  unable  to  comprehend  the  tenden<ry 
of  the  timas,  and  desired  to  have  everything 
in  the  aucient  order;  others  more  affluent  and 
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belter  informed,  were  for  esttbHsbing  an 
versal  equality  of  rights;  while  odieni  sooghfc 
only  the  recovery  of  their  former  rhartenl 
privileges.  Many,  indeed,  thought  that  notUng 
could  be  obtained  without  the  assidtanee  tf 
France,  but  the  majority  of  the  nation  rqectod, 
with  indignation  and  pride ,  the  interfereneo  rf 
foreigners  in  the  affidrs  of  their  country. 

Meanwhile  a  considerable  army  of  the 
French  advanced,  and  entered  the  tenitwy  of 
the  confederation,  under  the  command  of  die 
generals  Brune  and  Schauenburg:  wheo  the 
pays  de  Vaud  declared  itself  independant  of 
Bern,  under  the  protection  of  the  arms  of 
France. 

The  governments  of  Switzerland  now  per- 
ceived that  the  ancient  dominion  was  at  an 
end.  Those  of  Lucem  and  Schafhausen  de- 
clared their  subjects  free,  and  united  with 
them.  That  of  Zurich  set  at  liberty  all  those 
inhabitants  of  Staefa,  who  had  been  imprisoned, 
and  promised  to  alter  and  amend^  the  constitiH 
tion  in  favour  of  the  people;  innumerable  bon- 
fires blazed  along  the  shores  of  |^e  lake  of 
Zurich,   when  the  venerable  Bodmer  was  re- 
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ised  from  his  prison,  and  returned  with  hia 
fellow -sufferers  to  his  native  home.  Never 
was  such  homage  paid  to  a  Swiss  during  hia 
hfe-tirae.  Friburg  also  perceived  that  the  honr 
of  Treedom  had  now  arrived,  for  which  the  blood 
of  Chenaux  had  Qowcd,  and  the  council  of 
Bern  admitted  fifty  two  members,  to  repreaeot 
the  proviuccs,  and  engaged  them  to  unite  in 
the  common  danger. 

All  these  astounding  reforms  and  revotn- 
tions  were  the  work  of  four  weeks,  but  they 
were  made  too  late;  Bern,  it  is  true,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Friburg,  and  Soleure,  opposed  with 
their  troops  the  advance  of  the  French;  cou- 
rage was  not  wanting,  but  they  were  deficient 
in  military  tactics  and  experiouced  leaders. 
From  Glaris,  Lucern,  llie  Waldstetten  and 
otlier  places,  they  received  some  feeble  as8i»* 
taace;  —  an  undisciplined  and  ilUarmed  po- 
pular force  poured  forth  in  tumultuous  masses, 
telling  their  beads;  but  these  auxiliary  bands 
Red  at  the  first  bad  news,  without  waiting  the 
arrival  of  the  enemy.  The  Swiss  and  their  ru^ 
lers  now  deeply  repented  having  forgotten  the  use 
of  arms,  aiiti  tlie  art  of  war;   they  knew  their 
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folly  in  believing  that  the  peace  wfaidi  te 
prevailed  would  last  for  ever;  now  nddtt 
wealth ,  rank  nor  pomp ,  neither  prayer  nv 
rosary,  were  of  any  avail.  Heaven  is  CavonHe 
to  those  only,  who  combat  nobly  and  wilk 
their  lives,  in  the  cause  of  justice,  but  it  con- 
founds the  cowardly  in  the  midst  of  their  prood 
security. 

On  the  first  day  of  hostilities  (March  tti 
1796)  the  enemy's  light  troops  entered  Frihnf 
and  Soleure;  on  the  fourth  day  they  twsk  pos- 
session of  Bern  itself;  in  vain  the  Bernese  made 
a  victorious  stand  under  colonel  GrafiHiiied 
nearMTeuenegg;  in  vain  they  maintained  a  san- 
guinary engagement  in  theGrauholz;  seeing  all 
was  lost,  the  armed  bands  of  the  peasantry  fled 
in  despair,  declaring  they  had  been  betrayed 
and  putting  many  of  their  own  officers  to  dealL 
Though  the  hour  of  trial  and  misfortune  for 
the  whole  country  was  arrived,  still  in  their 
common  danger  they  were  disunited;  eveiy 
petty  canton  negociated  or  made  preparations 
only  for  itself,  in  utter  unconcern  for  the  wel- 
fare of  all.  An  indifference  which  |ffoved  fatal 
to  the  general  cause.  The  remaining  governments 
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who  had  willilidd  horn  their  stdyects  Umut 
fil^itsof  nidepeadance,  now  no  longer  delayed; 
thejr^  howeTer,  prodaiaed  them  with  sach  a 
noDtare  ai  puailaninii^,  de^air,  and  poapoos- 
mBBj  that  it  was  evident  how  refaictantly  they 
had  been  wrung  finnn  them. 

France  now  assoming  the  tone  of  antho- 
rily  dedared  ^the  confederacy  to  be  at  an  end; 
Switserlandy  heno^srth,  is  a  single  republic 
imder  one  government,  i^ch,  with  the  legisla- 
tive council  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  shall 
have  its  seal  at  Aarau;  every  Swiss  without 
eiieeption  possesses  equal  rights  in  the  eye  of 
die  law.  The  citizens  in  the  primary  aasem- 
Uies  shall  name  their  rulers,  judges,  magistra- 
tes and  representatives,  and  the  government 
riiall  elect  prefects  and  other  official  authori- 
ties, in  the  different  cantons,  for  the  execution 
of  the  laws." 

The  whole  country  was  now  divided  ,into 
eighteen  cantons  of  nearly  the  same  extent 
The  ancient  territory  of  Bern  was  divided  into 
four  cantons,  Vaud,  Oberland,  Bern  and  Aargau, 
whilst  many  of  the  small  ones  were  incorpo- 
rated into  one,  thus  Uri,  Schwyz,  Unterwal- 
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den  and  Zug  Gonstiltiited  the.  tnlton  of  WiU- 
stetten:  the  country  of  St.  Gall,  A^enttU 
and  the  Rheinthal  were  added  to  the  cnki 
SentiS)  so  named  from  the  iHghest  momtM 
of  the  Appenzell  Alps;  territories  fonueriy  nb^ 
ject  to  the  confederates,  as  BadM,  Wiiirgaim 
Lugano  and  Bellinzona,  were  formed  iiifto  aew 
cantons.  The  Vahiis  also  formed  a  <mil€Mi,  ImI 
the  Grisons  were  merdj  invited  to  fona  oa» 
of  the  alliance;  Geneva  and  Miihlhaiis^,  aa 
the  contrary,  detached  from  the  tmci^it  eonb- 
deration,  were  incorporated  with  France. 

In  this  'manner  did  the  foreign  conqaerois 
dispose  of  Switzerland,  whidi  from  that  time 
was  denominated  the  Helvetian  republic:  tbfff 
levied  enormous  contributions  on  the  ancient 
capitals ,  carried  off  the  treasures  accumulated 
by  the  towns  of  Bern,  Zuridi  and  Friburj;', 
and  sent  many  of  the  ancient  magistrates  and 
others  whose  presence  might  endanger  the  sta- 
bility of  the  new  institutions  into  French  for^ 
tresses;  many  respectable  citizens  were 
taken  as  hostages  for  the  payment  of  the  con- 
tributions imposed  on  the  wealthy  towns. 

But  the  inhabitants  of  the  mountainous 
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,  ^„— ^.     «,b  CMJwUffl  and  will 
Umi  did  Mr  fmAdwni  wis  dM 


I  jewel,  wdrf  radmcr ;  we  will  Ml  laa»  il| 
b«l  m  MBriMlB  aad  witk  ov  Moad.''  PdMled 
OB  Omv  froaliefa,  mu*  dieSdiinddiegi  awl  m 
thaiadoiafEted,  in  sigiit  of  the  French  amy, 
thejr  UMk  Che  oalh,  wfth  Iheir  geaend  Ahis 
Itediag^  to  d^  trae  to  their  ooontry.  They 
aAnwaidD  faoghc  with  grott  bravery  but  iia<» 
flooeeaBMiy,  near  Wdhan  and  Ae  Sdda» 
dellegi;  fiir  the  paster  ^rf'Einsiedehi,  Maria- 
wm  Hensog,  who  had  placed  Mmself  at  the 
head  of  his  flock  on  the  Btsel,  cowardly 
todE  to  ffigfat;  AhMS  Reding,  however,  assem- 
Ued  his  troops  on  the  RothenthnnB,  near  the 
ield  of  battle  of  Morgarten,  where  a  severe 
asri  sanguinary  ei^agement  took  friace  (May 
Sb^;  theriiepherds  fought  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  their  ancestors,  and  were  like  them  vioto* 
rious.  Thrice  did  the  French  army  renew  the 
combat  and  each  time  were  they  repulsed  and 
driven  as  far  as  Egeri  in  the  canton  of  Zug. 
The  field  of  battle,  which  victory  had  oonse- 
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crated,  was  left  covered  by  nearly  8000  of 
the  enemie's  dead.  The  followiogf  day  the 
people  of  Waldstetten  bravely  distiDgiiishfid 
themselves  in  an  engagement  near  Axtb.  These 
victories,  however,  were  dearly  purchased  wjik 
the  blood  of  the  heroes.  A  capitulation  ins 
signed,  and  they  were  reluctantly  indode4 
in  the  Helvetian  republic  Thus  was  t^mi- 
pated,  in  seventy  four  days,  the  ancient  cmife- 
deration  which  had  lasted  490  years.  Though 
its  dissolution  was  not  remote,  it  merited  i 
less  ignominious  fate.  Its  contest  with  the  all 
conquering  forces  of  France  resembled  that  of 
a  dying  old  man,  who  with  a  hand,  coldwiA 
approaching  death,  grasps  his  sword,  not  so 
much  to  protect  the  last  spark  of  life,  as  to 
preserve  his  honour. 

jSay,  Helvetia's  sons,  what  has  levelled 
your  lofty  rocks,  or  opened  wide  their  before 
impervious  passes  — •  what  has  rendered  your 
expanded  lakes  and  raging  torrents  passable,  — 
what  has  blunted  the  arms  prepared  in  your 
arsenals  and  rendered  the  wealth  in  the  trea- 
suries of  your  towns  unavailing?  —  Let  ex- 
perience be  your  instructor! 
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61. 

Calamities  of  the  Sviriss  nation,   up  to 
the' establishment  of  a  confederation. 

1796  —  1803. 

After  the  ancient  order  of  things  had  been 
either  voluntarily  or  fordMy  abolished  in  the 
territory  between  the  Jura  and  Alps,  the  more 
lightened  members  of  the  community  wisely 
reasoned  that  thougb  great  misfortunes  had  be- 
fidlen  them  9  it  behoved  them  as  far  as  pos- 
sible to  turn  individual  evil  into  national  good. 
)iSo  long  as  we  were  divided,''  said  they, 
i^into  a  number  of  petty  states  we  were  stran- 
gers and  enemies  to  each  other;  each  canton 
possessed  but  a  feeble  defense  in  itself,  was 
poor  with  respect  to  useful  institutions,  and 
its  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  good 
were  nugatory,  for  as  the  views  of  each  were 
narrowed  within  its  own  particular  interests, 
a  constant  tendency  existed  to  conflicts  fatal 


to  all;  let  then  the  Swiss  people  hencdoitt 
constitute  but  one  family,  with  equality  d 
rights  and  a  single  force,  capable  of  secniig 
freedom  at  home  and  abroad;  by  these  mem 
we  may  hope  again  to  assume  an  homNnabb 
place  amongst  nations.''  ^.. 

m 

But  the  unenlightened  multitude,  iaoqMbk 
of  comprehending  views  so  enlarged,  rq;retted 
only  the  loss  of  their  ancient  customs.  Iliey 
desired  independance  and  liberty,  but  not  audi 
an  amalgamation  qf  the  individual  parts  i&te 
one  whole.  They  rather  aimed,  that  each 
petty  district  and  even  valley  should  foim  an 
independant  canton,  governed  and  oi^anisEed 
according  to  its  own  will,  but  in  confedera* 
tion  with  the  others. 

Every  succeeding  event  tended  to  heighten 
the  popular  asperity,  and  the  desire  for  such 
a  multiplied  confederation,  whilst  the  repug- 
nance to  the  actual  or  future  order  of  things 
was  encreased.  For  the  newly  formed  central 
government,  denominated  executive  directory, 
established  at  Aarau,  was  destitute  of  consi- 
deration or  confidence,  alien  in  itself,  as  well 
as  to  the  people,  and  dependant  on  its  French 


pnlbattafBy  wlio,  notwithstanding,  strove  to  an-> 
dfirmine  and  depreciate  it.  In  the  senate  and 
grand  coondl,  composed  of  deputies  from  all 
the  cantons,  a  conflict  of  opinions  among  all 
parties  prevailed,  as  well  as  the  ideas  of  the 
peo|ito.«nd  the-  school.  In  the  country  th^ 
8«aM  .parties  freqaently  encountered  each  other 
in  arms.  The  different  laws  and  institutions, 
ancient  and  modem,  led  to  the  most  ruinous 
equivocations;  whilst  the  state  was  often  de-^ 
prived  of  its  most,  necessary  resources,  and 
Ae,. salaries  of  the  civil  officers  and  clergy 
remained,  unpaid,  the  French  delegates,  gene- 
rals and  soldiers  were  revelling  in  disgraceful 
extravagance  at  the  country's  expense,  and 
sent  large  sums  of  money,  which  they  had 
plondered,  to  France. 

All  this  excited  murmurs  among  the  people, 
v/ho  declared  that  such  a  state  of  things  ought 
not  to  be  tolerated.  Their  discontent  was 
fomented  still  more  by  the  deposed  magistra- 
tes and  other  functionaries,  as  well  as  by  the 
monks  who  feared  the  general  abolition  of  the 
monasteries,  the  clergy  who  had  lost  their 
livings,    together  with  the  tradespeople   and 
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artisans  who  no  longer  enjoyed  the  advantifei 
of  goilds  and  monopolies,  all  these  strengft- 
ening  by  their  own  discontent  that  of  the  pe^ 
pie.  They  consoled  themselves  with  the  ap- 
preaching  war  between  Austria  and  Fraaei^ 
when  the  people  ought  to  support  totlMfevfi- 
most  the  emperor  to  expel  the  Fremiii  Bj 
these  means  the  people  became  quite  irreeoiH 
cileable  to  the  new  order  of  things. 

When  therefore  in  July  1798  the  whole 
Swiss  nation  were  called  upon  to  take  the  oath 
to  the  new  constitution,  opposition  and  tanmlts 
took  place  in  the  Rheinthal,  Oberland,  Appen-  J 
zell  and  other  districts.  They  were,  however,  1 
every  where  forcibly  suppressed;  in  Nid- 
walden  where  a  capuchin  priest,  Paul  Styger, 
in  conjunction  with  some  other  ecclesiastics, 
had  enflamed  the  people  to  a  fiirions  resistance, 
by  persuading  them,  that  the  constitution  in- 
troduced by  the  French  was  the  work  of  hdU, 
the  confiUct  was  far  the  most  dreadful.  On  the 
approach  of  the  army  of  Schauenburg  the  peo- 
ple began  to  arm  themselves,  and  during  three 
days  a  handful  of  shepherds  maintained  a  des- 
perate contest,   near  the  lake  and  at  the  foot 


«f  the  momrtaias.  agaimt  an  overwheliniiig 
bodjr  of  the  enemy,  between  three  and  fonr 
flMNBand  of  piiom  were  stretched  lifeless  on 
the  groond,  before  the  other  ooold  make  their 
way  into  die  coontry.  Their  vengeance  thai 
lieeijife  onbonnded,  Stanzstadt,  Ennenmoos, 
and  Stanz,  became  a  prey  to  the  flames;  all 
who  were  nnable  to  effect  their  esciq»e  were 
indiscriminately  butchered,  and  nearly  four 
fanndred  of  theNidwaldneis  fell  victims  to  their 
merciless  fiuy*  (Septemb^  9th  1798.) 

Soon  after  this,  October  4th,  the  seat  of 
jk  government  was  removed  firom  Aaran,  which 
K,  was  found  too  small,  to  Lucem,  and  a  new 
levy  both  of  money  and  men  was  ordered  for 
the  military  service,  which  again  gave  rise  to 
distnrbances  in  the  cantons  of  Bern,  Lucern 
and  elsewhere.  Many  young  people  left  the 
country  to  avoid  being  forced  into  the  Helve- 
tian militia,  or  to  serve  with  the  18,000  men 
who  were  enlisted  for  the  service  of  France. 

At  length  the  emperor  of  Austria  renewed 
the  war  with  France;  on  the  17th  of  October 
a  part  of  his  army  had  occupied  the  Grison 
country,    from  which  all  those  who  had  de- 
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aired  its  reunion  with  Helvetia  were  banided. 
The  French  having  sustained  an  entire  deleit 
at  Stockach  in  Suabia  (21th  March  1799)  anl 
the  victorious  army  of  Austria  having  penetra- 
ted into  Switzerland,  after  innumerable  enga- 
gements, the  Helvetian  government  no  Jbger 
deeming  itself  secure  in  Lucem,  removed  its 
seat  to  Bern,  31th  of  May,  a  step  which  (en-* 
ded  to  revive  the  dormant  energies  and  rage 
of  the  diffeient  parties  throughout  the  coontiy. 
Swiss  fought  against  Swiss  under  the  bannen 
both  of  Austria^ and  France;  tumults  and  re- 
volts, sometimes  occasioned  by  carrying  into 
effect  the  act  of  conscription,  sometimes  Grom 
the  desire  of  favouring  the  Austrian  arms,  pre- 
vailed in  every  direction,  atFlawyl,  andMos- 
nang,  in  the  country  of  Sentis,  at  Menzingea 
and  Rynach  in  the  canton  of  the  Aar,  at  Rus- 
wyl  in  the  canton  of  Lucem ,  at  Murten  and 
other  districts  in  that  of  Friburg,  at  Schwyz, 
where  the  French  were  either  killed  or  put  to 
flight,  at  Lugano  and  Uri,  in  the  Valais  and 
at  Arberg  and  various  other  places.  In  the 
mean  time  in  the  valleys,  on  the  highest  Alps  and 
on  the  shores  of  the  lakes,  the  din  of  foreign 
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Dis  were  heard,  one  field  of  battle  was  left 
r  close  to  another,  men  and  horses  were 
pieen  traversing  mountain-ridges  known  hi- 
iierto  only  to  the  chamois-hunter.  The  Gti- 
:  country  and  that  mountain-ch^Q  which 
includes  the  sources  of  the  Rhine,  were  suc- 
cessively won  and  lost  by  the  contending  ar- 
mies. Tu  June  the  Austriaiis,  everywhere  vic- 
torious, advanced  as  far  as  the  town  of  Zu- 
rich, and  from  thence  on  the  left  to  the  St. 
Gothar<l,  whilst  totvardsi  the  right  ihey  gained 
the  borders  of  the  Rhine,  their  numbers  con- 
tinuing to  be  increased  by  Russian  and  Asiatic 
liordes.  Never,  since  the  occupation  of  the 
country  by  the  Romans,  the  AUemanni  and 
Burgundians,  had  Switzerland  experienced  such 
overwhelming  misery. 

Many  ot  the  auciciit  and  deposed  magistra- 
tes now  hoped  lo  be  restored  to  their  former 
dignities,  and  even  made  some  attempts  under 
favour  of  the  Austrian  arms  to  regain  them ; 
the  new  abbot  of  St.  Gall,  Pancratius  Forster, 
began  by  reestablishing  on  his  estates  a  degree 
uf  servitude  more  insupportable  than  had  ever 
existed;   annulled    bv   the  hands  of  Austrian 
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dragoons  the  articles  of  emancipation  provi- 
oosly  accorded,  broke  open  national  archives, 
and  carried  off  the  various  documents  they  cnh 
tained.  But  he  soon  experienced  to  what  re- 
sults power,  linked  with  injustice,  leads;  (to 
towns  also  of  Zurich  and  Schafhausen  fjitca- 
ved  that  the  people  were  far  from  sighii^  te 
the  return  of  their  former  servitude* 

The  French  general  Massena  having  gained 
a  complete  victory  in  the  tremendous  battle 
fought  near  Zurich,  September  85th,  in  whidi 
the  Russian  army,  which  had  advanced  from 
Italy  under  general  Suwarow,  was  entirely  de- 
feated, the  Helvetian  constitution  was  leestab- 
lished  throughout  Switzerland,  and  soon  after, 
July  IStiO,  in  theGrison  country  also. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  the.chieb  of 
the  central  government,  established  at  Bera, 
perceived  that  this  state  of  things  could  nei- 
ther be  permanent  nor  advantageous  for  the 
country ;  they  therefore  meditated  on  the  meaas 
best  calculated,  to  improve  the  system;  they 
were,  however,  in  this  divided  in  opinion,  ad* 
verting  more  to  persons  than  to  things,  so  that 
one  party  supplanted  the  other  and  none  stet- 
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dily  remained  to  direct  the  helm  of  the  state, 
or  to  assist  in  saving  their  country. 

First  the  legislative  councils  at  Bern  dis- 
solved on  the  7th  January  1800  the  executive 
directory  and  formed  a  new  government  under 
the  ncme  of  the  executive  commission;  which 
about  seven  months  afterwards,  by  an  act  no 
less  arbitrary,  dissolved  the  existing  legislative 
councils  and  convoked  another.  The  govern- 
ment, in  the  mean  time,  assumed  the  title  of 
the  executive  council.  A  year  after  this  a  ge- 
neral  Helvetic  diet  was  held  at  Bern  7th  of 
September  1801^  for  the  purpose  of  reorgani- 
Biag  the  coni^titution  of  the  country.  But  as 
from  the  disunion  which  prevailed  no  result 
was  obtained,  the  diet  was  dissolved  by  a  part 
of  the  legislative  and  executive  councils,  which 
established  by  their  own  authority  a  new  con-^ 
Btitution  with  a  senate  and  lesser  council.  (Oc- 
tober SSth  1801.)  As  president  of  this  coun- 
cil and  as  first  landamman  of  Switzerland  they 
chose  the  conqueror  of  Rothenthurm,  Alois 
Reding,  whose  name  was  dear  to  every  Swiss. 
But  as  he  enjoyed  neither  the  confidence  of 
the  Frendi  government,  nor  of  those  who  were 
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adverse  to  the  reestablishment  of  the  former 
system;  the  senate  dissolved  the  comicil  and 
dismissed  Alois  Reding  from  his  post  (April 
17th  180S.)  The  distinguished  and  honorable 
men  of  every  canton  were  now  called  upon  to 
draw  up  a  new  constitution*  It  was  hune- 
diately  approved,  and  the  government  consisted 
of  a  senate  and  executive  directory,  at  the  head 
of  which  was  Dolder,  a  man  of  supple  prin- 
ciples, as  landamman  of  Switzerland.  Iliese 
incessant  changes  in  the  government,  which  far 
from  consolidating  only  undermined  the  hws 
and  the  political  organization,  were  viewed  by 
the  Swiss  with  perfect  indifference.  They 
sighed  over  the  endless  distractions  which  pre- 
vailed, the  taxes  and  levies  which  oppressed 
them,  and  the  vexations  they  endured  from 
the  French  troops;  tumults  and  riots  were  un- 
ceasing; the  Valais  particularly  suffered  un- 
der the  predatory  sjrstem  of  the  French  gene- 
rals and  soldiers,  to  whom  it  was  given  up  as 
a  booty.  France,  indeed,  aimed  at  severing  it 
from  the  Helvetian  republic,  to  secure  a  pas- 
sage over  the  Alps  into  Italy. 

One    universal    wish    now    pervaded   the 
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toUDtiy:  —  that  each  canton  should  bo  left 
>  organize  itself,  and  that,  though  individually 
ree,  they  should  he  united  in  a  new  conredo- 
,  alike  delivered  from  all  foreign  troops  and 
^eir  former  subjection. 

When  therefore  peace  was  at  length  coo- 
■^ifluded   at  Amiens,   between  France   and  the 
other  belligerent  powers,  and  the  freuch  gar- 
risons  were  in   consequence  withdrawn  from 
Switzerland  in  August  1802,  party-  and  popu- 
lar  feelings   were   awakened   with  renovated 
force.    The  Valais  formed  itself  into  a  single 
{public,   Uri,  Schwyz  and  Unterwaldeu  took 
hp   arms   against   the   Helvetian   government, 
md  the  towns  of  Zurich;  Basle  and  Schafhan- 
lea  renounced  their  allegiance.    In  the  mean 
me  the  national  militia  advanced  against  Bern 
from  theAargau,  whilst  the  Helvetian  govern- 
jBent,  though  not  wholly  withoutthe  means  of  de- 
fled   to  Lausanne;     a  diet  was  cou- 
rened  at  Schwyz,  September  1803,  to  delibe- 
mte  on  the  reestablishment  of  the  ancient  con- 
federation.   In  the  mean  time  the  feeble  go- 
■Ternment-troops,    driven  from  the  interior  of 
I  the  country,  followed  the  government  into  the 
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pajrs  de  Vaud.  Eveiy  where  the  differaii 
parties  began  to  arm;  the  towns,  in  order  to 
subvert  Che  central  government,  the  country- 
people^  in  support  of  their  freedom  against  tb« 
pretentions  of  the  towns,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  pays  de  Vaud,  for  the  protection  of  the 
Helvetian  union  and  liberty.  A  general  uA 
war  was  on  the  eve  of  breaking  forth:  blood 
had  already  heea  shed,  when  the  powerful  chiof 
of  the  French  nation,  Napoleon  Bonapart^ 
turned  his  view  towards  Switserland,  he  com- 
manded peace,  and  the  reappearaooe  of  bio 
imposing  army,  October  the  Slth,  induced  all 
parties  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  to  sop- 
plicate  him  to  become  their  mediator,  as  tbey 
could  no  longer  confide  in  each  other. 


The  act  of  mediation  given  to  tte  Swiss 
by  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 


He  therefore  ordered  deputies  from  every 
canton  and  party  to  attend  him  in  Paris,  and 
alter  he  had  heard  and  reflected  on  Dieir  re- 
presentations, lie  put  an  end  to  every  contest 
by  his  all-powerful  decision  i  his  views  liad 
reference  only  to  the  general  good,  and  not 
to  persons;  he  therefore  neither  supported  the 
pretentions  of  ancient  familiea  who  aimed  at  pn* 
wer  and  authority,  nor  sided  with  those  who  de- 
sired that  Switzerland  should  become  a  single 
repubtic  under  one  gorernment  and  with  one 
code  of  laws.  But  he  listened  to  the  voice 
of  the  greater  number  who  were  desirous  that 
each  canton  should  be  governed  by  its  own 
I  laws,  and  that  equal  rights  should  be  enjoyed 
by  towns  and  provinces.    He  therefore  consi- 
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dered  with  the  deep  policy,  which  characteri- 
zed him,  that,  satisfying  the  wishes  of  flie 
people,  Switzerland  being  dismembered  and 
always  disunited  and  feeble,  would  continae 
subject  to  his  guidance  and  authority. 

On  the  19th  of  February  1803  he  promd- 
gated  the  act  of  mediation  which  he  cooffi^ 
dered  henceforth  as  the  fundamental  law  of  tbe 
whole  confederation,  and  in  which  the  particu- 
lar constitution  of  each  canton  was  laid  down. 
The  new  coiifederation  thus  decreed,  was  eom- 
posed  of  nineteen  cantons,  viz.  the  tlurteen 
ancient  cantons  with  those  of  theGrisons,  ex- 
clusive of  the  Valteline,  Aargau  with  the 
Frickthal,  the  pays  de  Vaud,  St.  Gall,  Thur- 
gau  and  Tessino  (the  former  Italian  regencies.) 
And  it  was  enacted,  that  no  town  or  family 
could  possess  any  exclusive  prerogatives,  nor 
any  canton  have  any  longer  subjects ;  but  that 
every  Swiss,  without  exception,  should  enjoy 
the  same  rights,  an  unlimited  freedom  of  trade 
and  undisputed  right  of  settlement  in  any  place 
within  the  territory  of  Switzerland.  The  ge- 
neral interests  of  the  confederation  were  to  be 
discussed  in   an  annual  diet  alternately  to  be 


held  at  Friburg,  Bern,  Soleure,  Basle^  Zuricb 
md  Lucem.  The  chief  of  the  ruling  canton 
called  landamman  of  Switzerland,  who 
ppould  have  the  direction  of  the  state-affaira 
Bid  communicate  with  tlie  ambassadors  of  fo- 
•ign  powers.  la  every  other  respect  each 
1  was  independant,  retaining  its  own  go- 
ment  and  legislature. 

<  organization  of  the  nineteen  cantons 
Saving  therefore  been  effectetl  in  conformity 
Kith  this  act.  and  the  Helvetian  government 
f  returned  from  Lausanne  to  Bern,  Bo- 
naparte withdrew  his  troops  from  the  country. 

The  different  cantons  peaceably  carried  into 
effect  the  arrangements  for  their  internal  ad- 
ministration. The  only  exception  was  in  the 
canton  of  Zurich,  where  many  of  the  commu- 
nities refused  to  take  the  customary  oath,  par- 
ticularly in  the  districts  of  Horgen  and  Meileo, 
the  inhabitants  complaining  of  the  increased  diffi- 
culties of  the  redemption  of  tithes,  land-taxes, 
and  other  oppressive  btirdeus;  —  without  Us- 
tening  to  any  couciliatory  measures,  they  set 
fire  to  the  castle  ofWedenschwyl  March  S4th 


1804,  and  flew  to  arms.  They  had  been  ae- 
GOStomed  by  the  long  disorders  of  the  pre- 
vious years  to  take  the  law  into  their  hands, ' 
without  mnch  regard  to  the  justice  of  their  acta 
But  the  speedy  arrival  of  an  auxiliary  force 
from  the  neighbouring  cantons,  joined  by  dioee 
who  had  remained  faithful  in  Zuiidi,  after 
some  slight  engagements  at  Obeiriedeo,  Hor* 
gen  and  Bockei^  quickly  put  down  the  revolt 
Its  chief  promoter,  John  James  Willi,  a  shoe- 
maker at  Horgen,  and  some  others  who  had 
taken  the  more  active  parts,  were  sentenced  to 
death ;  some  others  were  imprisoned,  and  forty- 
two  of  the  delinquent  communities  were  sen- 
tenced to  pay,  in  liquidation  of  the  expenees 
of  the  war,  above  800,000  florins^ 

It  was  indeed  fortunate  that  this  spark  was 
timely  extinguished  before  its  gathering  flame 
could  spread  through  the  whole  of  Switzer- 
land. For  in  every  place  parties  were  still 
irreconcilable,  each  thinking,  that,  should  the 
present  system  fall,  they  would  then  be  the  up- 
permost The  murmurs  of  the  partisans  of  the 
Helvetian  union  at  this  confederate  dismember* 
meat  of  the  country  were  reechoed  by  those  of 
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the  convents  whose  very  existence  appeared 
insecure,  and  Panoratius,  the  abbot  of  the  for-* 

^  mer  abbey  of  St  Gall,  openly  denounced  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Canton  as  rebellious  vassals 
of  the  German  empire,  thinking  to  reestablish 
his  monastery  more  by  force  and  acts  of  im- 
periousness,  than  by  just  and  reasonable  means. 
Many  of  the  country-pf^ople  Ivere  discontented 
at  not  having  had  general  assemblies  granted 
to  them,  like  the  primitive  cantons.  And  die 
patricians  and  great  citizen-families  murmured 
at' the  loss  of  privileges,  because  the  inhabi- 

>  tants  of  the  iM>untry  and  themselves  were  no 
longer  in  the  relation  of  subjects  and  rulers. 
Hie  majority ,  however ,  of  the  nation  desired 
peace  and  repose,  and  adhered  firmly  to  the 
new  constitution  and  the  fireedom  they  had 
gained.  The  discontent  of  individuals  therefore 
was  silenced  in  the  general  voice,  and  men 
€i  all  parties  stood  in  awe  of  the  potent  me- 
diator, before  whom  even  kings  trembled.  For 
Napoleon's  power  became  so  vast  that  he  pla- 
ced the  imperial  crown  on  his  head  and  held 
half  the  world  in  awe  with  the  terrors  of  his 
sword. 
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Peace  iherefore  continued  to  Uess  tiie  land 
through  a  long  succession  of  happy  years.  The 
times  of  revolutions  and  civil  wars  had  awa« 
kened  the  latent  energies  of  the  Swiss.  Thef 
now  displayed  a  force  and  activity  before  un- 
known to  them;  the  political  storms,  which 
had  agitated  them,  had  brought  them  better 
acquainted  with  each  other;  they  now  no  lon- 
ger regarded  each  other  with  feelings  of  hos- 
tility; what  affected  the  security  of  one  canton 
excited  a  generous  interest  in  all^  Vanoos 
publications,  pamplhlets  and  newpapers,  which 
the  fears  of  the  former  governments  had  suppres- 
sed, instructed  the  people  on  valuable  and  interest- 
ing subjects,  directed  their  attention  to  matters 
of  general  interest,  and  cherished  and  propa- 
gated a  public  spirit  wholly  unknown  before. 
From  every  canton  they  united  in  forming  so- 
cieties for  the  promotion  of  useful  knowledge, 
for  the  advancement  of  sciences  and  the  arts 
and  for  consolidating  their  union  and  patrio- 
tism. An  eternal  monument  of  this  public  spi- 
rit, which  had  hitherto  been  wholly  paralised^ 
was  presented  in  the  Linth- Canal.  Swiss 
from   every   canton   voluntarily   contributed  a 


sura  amounting  to  nearly  a  million  of  francs, 
Tor  the  purpose  of  draining  the  marshy  lands 
ou  the  banks  of  the  VVallea-lake,  hitherto 
the  fruitful  source  of  epidemic  fevers,  poverty 
and  misery.  Equally  generously  did  the  love 
which  now  united  the  confederates  display  itself, 
when  a  part  of  the  mountain  of  the  Rossbergi 
above  Goldau,  in  the  canton  of  Schwyz, 
undermined  by  the  autumnal  rains,  suddenly 
fell  with  a  dreadful  crash  on  the  evening  of 
the  2nd  of  September  1806,  Goldau,  Lowerz 
&ud  a  great  number  of  the  huts  of  the  peasan- 
try were  buried,  together  with  some  hundreds 
of  their  unfortunate  inmates.  The  desolate 
waste  still  visible  was  once  a  blooming  valley. 
The  people,  every  where  free,  and  escaped 
from  the  degrading  state  of  moral  tutelage, 
speedily  developed  all  their  latent  energies, 
entered  with  renovated  ardor  into  the  pur- 
suits of  trade,  commerce,  agriculture  and  other 
branches  of  industry,  which  wore  now  no  lon- 
ger icltered  by  guilds,  corporations*  or  the  pro- 
Jhibitary  laws  of  one  canton  against  another. 
Hpfhe  interest,  which  the  citizens  now  took  in 
^plie   welfare  of  the  country,   required  the  go- 
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vernments  to  act  with  moderation  and  jnstioe^ 
to  reform  those  laws  which  seemed  defectife 
or  inadequate,  and  to  promote  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  growth  of  useful  institutions.  Ike 
people  aspired  to  be  free,  but  without  disoen* 
ment  and  strength  none  can  become  independiat 
The  schools  were  therefore  encreased,  andt 
better  system  introduced;  for  the  enlightened 
man  only  is  able  to  help  both  himself  tad 
others.  The  military  force  of  the  confedeiar 
tion  was  also  reorganized,  that  a  proper  fofce 
might  be  always  ready  to  defend  their  firoiH 
tiers  against  the  approach  of  foreign  arms.  In 
the  space  of  ten  years  more  useful  institolioiis 
were  raised  in  the  country  than  had  befoie 
been  effected  in  a  century. 

The  powerful  mediator,  Napoleon,  emperor 
of  the  French,  whose  invincible  arm  dethroned 
monarchs  and  levelled  or  created  dynasties  at 
his  will,  regarded  Switzerland  with  a  favorable 
and  friendly  eye;  but  the  continual  wars 
in  which  he  was  engaged  cramped  the  com- 
merce of  the  confederates  with  other  nations-— 
many  felt  its  oppressive  consequences,  and 
still  more  repined  at   the   treaty,   by  which 
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vitzcriand  undertook  (o  raise  16,000  men  in 
I  emperor's  pay,  as  they  had  formerly  done 
r  the  kings;  the  numberless  bailies,  which 
are  fought,  swept  away  so  many  lives,  that 
ucely  any  were  found  willing  to  serve.  It 
I  a  source  also  of  displeasure  to  many  of 
i  towns,  that  the  French  were  permitted  to 
establish  themselves  in  Switzerland,  as  the 
Swiss  had  the  right  of  settlement  in  France. 
All,  however,  silently  consoled  themselves 
with  the  hope  of  a  better  future  —  none  ven- 
tured to  resist  Napoleon.  Having,  however, 
set  out  at  the  head  of  a  tremendous  army  and 
penetrated  into  the  heart  of  Russia,  where  he 
saw  this  vast  empire  almost  prostrate  at  his 
feet,  the  averted  eye  of  God  at  once  arrested 
his  course.  Id  1812  the  frost  of  a  few  winter- 
nights  in  the  wilds  of  Russia  overcame  the 
before  invincible  host;  seized  with  terror  he 
hastily  set  out  on  his  return,  when  the  kings 
and  people  of  every  nation  vowed  lo  destroy 
the  oppressor  already  chastised  by  the  hand 
of  God.  Rallying  his  forces,  however,  lie  look 
the  field  against  his  enemies  and  came  to  aa 
engagement  on  the  plains  of  Leipzig   which 
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lasted  for  three  days  16th,  18th  and  19th  of 
October  1813,  in  whidi  being  entirely  defeated, 
he  fled  with  disgrace  across  the  Rhine,  par- 
saed  by  the  enemy. 

As  the  allied  armies  of  the  kings  and  em- 
perors approadied  the  Rhine  and  the  firontieisof 
Switzerland,  the  confederates,  though  mindfid 
of  their  engagements  with  tiieir  mediator,  could 
not  forget  the  oppression  and  suArings  of  the 
people  under  his  rule.  They  thought,  how- 
ever, that  in  this  contest  of  the  kings  their 
best  course  was  to  remain  neutral,  a  dedaoo 
which  was  unanimously  taken  at  the  diet  held 
at  Zurich ;  they  contented  themselves  therefoie 
with  establishing  troops  on  the  line  of  the  Swiss 
frontiers  along  the  Rhine. 


Swiss  annul  Napoleon's  act  of  me- 
BiatioQ.  —  Their  internal  divisions  again 
allayed  by  foreign  powers:   —   estab- 
lishment of  a  new  confederacy  consist- 
ing of  twenty  two  cantons. 

1818  —  1815. 


The  throne  of  the  powerful  Napoleon  ha- 
vmg  been  shaken  to  its  foundation  by  the  vic- 
tories of  the  alhed  kings,  the  most  discermng 
ftmongst  the  confederates  concluded  that  the 
moment  had  now  arrived  when  the  honour  and 
indepcndance  of  the  country  might  again  be 
restored.  „Let  our  youth, '^  said  they,  „van- 
quish  or  die  on  our  frontiers  to  maintaiu  the 
inviolability  of  Switzerland,  whilst  our  depu- 
ties, assembled  at  Zurich,  shall  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a  new  confederation,  one  fraught 
with  patriotic  wisdom  and  capable  of  meeting 
the  wants  of  the  times  in  which  we  live;  then 
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only  will  we  abolish  Napoleon's  act  of  media- 
tion, that  record  of  our  former  discord  and 
weakness. " 

Such  was  the  language  of  the  wise  and 
prudent;  their  opinion  was  not,  however,  shared 
by  the  families  of  the  once  despotic  toinis; 
many  desired  the  presence  of  foreign  armies 
in  their  country  ^  that  under  their  protection 
and  the  terror  they  would  inspire^  they  might 
itestablish  the  confederation  of  the  thirteen 
cantons ,  in  that  state  of  servitude  which  had 
caused  such  bloodshed  in  the  year  1798. 

Rumours  began  to  be  circulated  of  intrigues 
and  secret  negociations  with  foreigners,  when 
suddenly,  and  almost  immediately  after  the  so- 
lemn declaration  of  Swiss  neutrality  had  passed 
the  diet,  orders  were  issued  for  (he  withdraw- 
al of  the  troops  from  the  frontiers,  and  on 
the  21th  of  December  1813  the  massy  columns 
of  the  Austrian  armies  crossed  the  Rhine  and 
marched  through  Basle^  Aargau,  Soleure,  Bern 
and  other  cantons  into  the  French  territories. 
The  people  beheld  then*  progress  with  equal 
surprise  and  discontent:  the  troops  of  the  con- 
federates stood  aloof,    covered  with   shame, 
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[  vexation  and  dismay.  Fevots  and  destracbve 
I  contagions  marked  their  long  course  and  many 
1  a  happy  dwelling  was  left  desolate. 

The  city  of  Bem,  however,  at  the  sight  of 
German  troops,  did  not  hesitate  to  abolish  Na- 
Ppoleon's  act  of  mediation,  declaring  for  ihe  so- 
vereignty and  power  it  had  formerly  enjoyed. 
The  people,  taken  by  surprise,  and  believing 
this  to  be  the  command  of  the  German  con- 
queror whose  standard  they  saw,  awaited  in 
silent  but  anxious  expectation  the  resnlt  The 
towns  of  Soleure,  Friburg  and  Lucern,  followed 
the  example  of  Bern,  and  lastly  the  diet  at 
Zurich  formally  annulled  Napoleon's  act  of  me- 
diation by  virtue  of  wliich  they  were  assembled, 
anil  proceeded  to  sketch  the  basis  of  a  new 
alliance  of  nineteen  confederate  stales,  Decem- 
ber 39th. 

This,  however,  was  not  what  the  former 
rulers  in  the  couulr>'  desired;  their  object  was 
'  to  see  tlie  restoration  of  the  ancient  coofedera- 
Ition  of  the  thirteen  cantons;  with  this  view 
I  they  endeavoured  to  stir  up  the  primitive  can- 
Ktons  of  the  mountainous  regions,  and  sum- 
Binoned  those  of  Vaud  and  Aargau  to  acknow- 
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equal  number  in  the  p«yf  de  Vaud,  were  rea^ 
at  a  moments  notice.  But  Bern  avoided  a 
open  rupture,  and  even  offered,  on  oertain  eoft- 
ditions,  to  acknowledge  the  indepehdanoe  of 
the  pays  de  Vaud.  (84th  of  July.)  Tbese 
conditions  being  refused,  Aargau  was  induced  to 
assume  a  more  threatening  attitude,  yhih* 
dangerous  dissensions  broke  oul^io  theObeilaiid 
j/ August  }•  The  period  indeed  was  one  of 
^llouble,  dissention,  and  strife;  may  tiie  great 
family  of  the  confederates  never  experi^iee  a 
similar  one! 

Here,  as  in  several  other  cantons,  distrust 
and  party-jealousy  Jiad  become  more  violent, 
particularly  since  they  had  begun  to  reflect 
upon  the  future  rights  of  the  people  and  the 
legitimate  bounds  of  governments.  Nothing 
was  heard  but  of  different  revolts,  ck>nspir»- 
cies,  imprisonments,  and  banishments  which  took 
place  atLucern,  Friburg  and  Soleure^  the  lat- 
ter town  called  in  a  Bernese  garrison  as  a  pro- 
tection against  its  own  people.  Troops  of  the 
confederates  were  obliged  hastily  to  traverse 
the  Alps  to  reach  the  banks  of  the  Tessno, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  civil  war  (September), 


■■  ,» 


^ 


649 


and  other  bodies  of  armed  men  were  sent  to 
the  canton  of  St.  Gall,  to  suppress  the  riots 
and  dangerous  state  of  anarchy  which  reigned; 
for  the  abbot  Pancratios  on  the  one  hand  con- 
tinued to  stir  up  adherents  to  his  cause,  whilst 
on  the  other  Schwyz  fomented  disturbances  to 
gain  Sargans  and  Uznach.  Other  districts  de- 
manded a  reestablishment  of  the  general  as- 
semblies. 

Whilst  Switzerland  was  thus  a  prey 
protracted* encreasing  disorders,  during  which 
many  cantons  had  been  witness  to  scenes  of 
bloodshed,  and  their  prisons  filled,  the  minis- 
ters of  almost  all  the  great  states  of  Europe 
were  assembled  at  Vienna,  in  order  to  estab- 
lish the  future  peace  of  the  world*  Before 
this  the  allied  cbnquerofs  of  France  had  allowed 
the  republic  of  Geneva  to  incorporate  itself  as 
an  independant  canton  with  the  Helvetiiin  con- 
federacy, a  similar  permission  was  granted  to  r^ 
the  Prussian  principality  of  Neuchatel,  and 
also  to  theValais,  and  accordingly  on  the  12th 
pf  September  these  three  cantons,  at  their  re- 
quest, were  formally  incorporated  by  the  diet 
the  Helvetian  alliance.     But  when  the 
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sovereigns  and  their  ambassadors  at  Viemii 
saw  the  irreoondleabledisBentions  which  roigiied 
amongst  the  confederates,  (for  time,  far  from 
diminishing,  had  only  increased  them,)  they 
ondertook  the  office  of  mediators  in  order  bj 
their  mandate  to  put  an  end  to  these  dissent 
tions  for  ever.  Deputies  therefoicc  from  the 
confederates  repaired  with  the  same  alacrity  to 

Cienna  as,  eleven  years  before,  they  had  done 
Paris. 

Here  after  a  patient  deliberation,  ^respecting 
the  causes  of  their  diiSerent  feuds  and  grievan- 
ces, on  the  20th  of  March  1815,  the  definitive 
declaration  of  the  allied  powers  was  pronoun- 
ced^ the  act  of  alliance  adopted  by  the  majo- 
rity of  the  cantons  on  the  8th  of  September 
1814,  and  the  inviolable  stability  of  the  nine- 
teen cantons  were  acknowledged,  and  the  aug- 
mentation of  their  number  to  twenty  two,  by 
the  accession  of  Geneva,  Neuchatel  and  the 
Valais,  confirmed.  The  valley  of  Dappes  which 
had  been  seized  on  by  the  French  was  resto- 
red to  the  canton  de  Vaud.  The  canton  of 
Bern  received  by  way  of  indemnification 
Bienne  and  the  bishoprick  of  Basle,    with  the 


(sceptiou    of    certain    small   portions ,    which 

rere  incorporaled  with  the  cantons  ofNeucha- 

el  and  Basle;  to  the  canton  of  Uri  a  concession, 

res  made  of  half  of  the   annual  tolls  in  the 

ralley   Livino;    to    the  abbot   Pancratius   and 

)  ofBcial  servants  an  annuity  of  8000  florins, 

ts  granted,  and  to  the  cantons  of  Uri,  Schwyz, 

Tnterfvalden,  Kug,    Glarns  and  Upper-Khode 

r  Appenzell,    an  indemnification  for  the  loss 

r  their    former   rights    of   half  a    million  of 

mcs  was  given  by  the  cantons  of  Aar,  Vaud 

pd  SI.  Gall. 

Measures  were  taken  for  the  liquidation 
)  of  the  public  debt,  amounting  to  more  than 
^S00,000  of  francs,  for  the  reimbursenteat 
f  the  Bernese  who  had  possessed  certain  sig- 
Knial  rights  in  the  pays  de  Vaud,  and  for  the 
irrangement  of  many  other  matters  which  ef- 
fcctually  settled  all  those  points  for  ever.  The 
nievances  of  the  Grison  republic  aloue  were 
tot  listened  to;  for  Clevea,  the  Valteliue  and 
lormio  continued  in  the  possession  of  Austria, 
for  did  they  even  award  any  compensation  to 
those  individuals,  whose  legitimate  possessions 
and    properly   had   been    nnjusdy   seized  end 
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alittiated  in  the  Valtelbie  darings   the   rerok 
whidi  took  plaee  seventeen  years  before. 

The  Helvetian  diet  having  on  the  t7th  of 
May  accepted  dns  declaration  signed  by  the 
ministeni  ofAnstria,  Spain,  Fran^e^  Great  Bii- 
tain,  Portugal,  Prasma,  Russia  and  Swedes, 
these  powers  solenmly  aduowledged  and  gaa- 
ranteed  the  inviotabiiity  and  neutralily  of  Swit- 
nriand  in  every  future  war. 

Thus  the  generous  intorventicm  of  the  allied 
sovereigns  of  Eun^  terminated  at  once  the 
dissensions  of  the  Swiss;  and  laid  the  founds* 
tion  of  tho  riliance  of  the  twenty  two  confe- 
derate republics  enclosed  by  the  Alps  and 
the  Jura. 
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Such  are  the  events  of  (he  past,  in  which, 
B  in  a  mirror,  we  behold  the  secrets  of  the 
^ture.  It  was  neither  tlie  arrow  of  Tell,  nor 
Ehe  poniard  of  Camogask ,  which  severed  the 
bonds  of  Swiss  servitude.  The  indcpendance 
«f  the  confederation  was  atchieved,  neither 
by  the  battle  of  St.  Jacob,  nor  by  that  of  the 
Malserhaide:  a  struggle  of  300  years  only 
could  secure  freedom  at  home,  and  establish 
independance  abroad.  —  The  men  who  assem- 
bled in  the  Grutli.  and  under  the  maple  of  Tnms, 
only  gave  the  signal  for  the  sacred  contest. 
When  the  luxurious  pride  of  the  other  cantons 
had  corrupted  the  simplicity  of  Uri.  the  con- 
federates no  longer  blushed  to  fill  the  places 
of  the  expelled  governors,  and  their  deputies, 
nor  to  prefer  having  subjects  and  bondsmen, 
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to  associatiDg  with  free  fellow-citizens.  At  Stans, 
when  the  venerable  von  der  Flue,    appeared 
before  them,   they  mutually  swore  to  guaran- 
tee to  each  other  a  perpetual   dominion  over 
Uieir  subjects.     And  when  Toggenburg  eii- 
treated  the  acceptance  of  its  ransom,  they  des- 
pised the  honorable  proposal.    They  were  wil- 
ling to  accord  liberties,  but  not  liberty  to  their 
subjects.    Hence  the  virtue,   intelligence  and 
encreasing  wealth  of  the  people   appeared  at 
length  more  formidable  to  them  than  ^open  de- 
fiance and  revolt.    But  what  the  hand  of  coo- 
temptible  selfishness  had  bound,  was  destined 
to  be   by  itself  again  dissolved.      The  world 
saw  with  astonishment  that  that,   which  had 
rendered  th^  Swiss  powerful  and  renowned  — 
their  unanimity  and  indissoluble  league  —  was 
now   despised   and    betrayed  by   themselves. 
The  cantons,  forgetful  of  their  ancient  afiec- 
tion,  hostilely  strove  against  each  other,   and 
courted   the   favour    of  foreign   states.      The 
champions  of  liberty  became  enslaved  for  the 
gold  chains  of  princes:  the  frugal  sons  of  the 
Alps  sold    on  unknown  plains  the    blood  of 
the  people  for  hire,  and  their  own  voices  in  the 


for  aorfid  ficaMteL  The  wamoij  apiril 
«f  die  MrJFl  atJirAmm  degenerated  ulo  die 
Imyifj  of  SB  ofigudiy,  wliidi  oonrerts  die 
affidis  of  die  natioa  into  seorels  of  state.  At 
the  moBoit,  however,  when  the  govanuBCiits 
had  ahnost  whoUj  afienated  themselves  from 
the  natioD.  the  people  seveied  firom  them.  No 
empire  crer  owed  its  fall  to  the  virtues  of  its 
dtizens :  —  The  ancient  leagoe^  frequenUy  in- 
firinged,  sank  to  uttor  dissolution. 

That  CSod,  however,  who  had  uphdd'thdr 
fathom,  watdied  also  with  unceasing  compas- 
sion over  the  diildren.  And  a  as  fruitful  rain 
gushes  from  the  stormy  thunder-doud,  so  from 
this  tempest  of  the  political  horizon  arose  the 
freedom  of  the  whole  Swiss  naMbn.  Over  a 
.  surface  of  about  4500  square-miles,  between 
lake  Leman  and  the  lake  of  Constance,  there 
now  exists  (a  thing  before  unheard  of)  a  po- 
pulation of  two  millions,  composing  twenty- 
two  commonwealths,  all  enjoying  fireedom  and 
independance.  It  is  true  that,  compared  to  the 
power  of  other  states,  the  strongest  of  these 
republics  is  feeble  and  insignificant.  Still  will 
the  least  of  them,  by  the  union  of  the  whole, 
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be  invipdble,  as  loi)g  as  every  member  of  the 
confederation  fears  less  to  encounter  another 
Grandsoii^  Murten  and  Frastenz,  than  the  ar- 
tifice and  gold  of  a  patrician  Zoppo ,  or  of  a  . 
bishop  Schinner.  The  enemy  before  whom  a 
Swiss  heart  should  tremble  comes  neither 
from  Germany  nor  France.  The  most  formic 
dable  adversary  of  our  freedom  and  indepeiH 
dance  —  if  ho  again  appear  —  will  spring 
from  the  midst  of  ourselves.  But  he  must  b9 
made  to  bear  a  mark  that  all  may  know  him. 
It  is  that  man,  who  prefers  the  credit  of  his 
own  canton  to  the  lasting  glory  of  the  whole 
confederation;  —  his  own  private  and  trans- 
cient  interests  to  those  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity. It  is  4|^  who  fears  the  sword  worn  by 
a  free  people,  but  not  the  flattering  words  and 
presents  of  kings  and  their  ambassadors:  he 
who  openly  declares:  —  let  silence  be  en- 
joined to  the  journals,  and  mystery  to  the 
teachers  of  youth :  place  your  money  out  to 
interest,  and  do  not  squander  it  away  on  ar- 
mies and  military  establishments:  close  the 
council-chamber,  and  let  not  the  people  hear 
our  proceedings;  by  this  means  shall  we  be- 


come  lords  and  masters,  and  llto  people  our 
slaves.  It  is  he  who  sows  distrust  between 
the  catholics  and  protestants;  who  raises  pro- 
hibitory barriers  betweeu  one  canton  and  ano- 
ther; and  who  seeks  to  restore  that  enervating 
selfishness,  that  family-ambition ^  that  pride  of 
pedigree,  and  all  those  warring  corruptions 
which  overwhelmed  the  ancient'  cotifederation 
in  blood,  in  defiance  ofNeuencgg  andHothon- 
thurn.  One  great  lesson,  however,  we  have 
learnt:  it  is,  that  right  and  justice  are  far 
more  powerful  than  force;  that  the  happiness 
r  each  individual  family   is  only  safe  under 

e  law  of  liberty;  and  that  the  liberty  of  tho 
irhole   springs  only  from  the  independance  of 

e  confederation.  But  this  independance  rests 
lot  on  papers  with  imperial  and  royal  assuran- 
Bes  —  its  foundation  is  of  iron  —  our  swords. 
Vhe  genuine  Swiss  nobility  must  spring  from 

i  churches  and  schools  of  the  people.    The 

rne  wealth  of  the  state  must  consist  in  the 

^prosperity  of  every  family.    The  great  arsenal 

ivof  the  confederation   muBt   be   the  armories  of 

its  citizens;  the  transactions  of  the  parliaments 

and   popular  assemblies   must  resound   in  the 
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ears  of  the  whole  uation.  By  these  means 
will  a  uoblo  public  spirit  scatter,  like  a  celes- 
tial  fire,  the  rubbish  of  civic  and  cantonal 
Egotisnu  It  was  neither  the  arrow  of  Tell, 
nor  the  poinard  of  Camogask  that  severed  the 
bonds  of  Swiss  servitude.  The  independance  of 
the  confederation  was  atchieved  neither  by  the 
battle  of  St.  Jacob,  nor  by  that  of  the  M alserhaide. 
The  men  who  assembled  at  Grutii,  and  under 
the  maple  of  Trans  gave  the  signal  only  for 
the  sacred  contest.  Confederates!  vre  combat 
for  it  still.  Our  descendants  will  combat  for 
it  over  our  graves.  Be  wary,  lest  ye  fall  into 
temptation.  Let  your  trast  be  in  God,  your 
watchword:  All  the  confederates  for  one,  and 
each  for  alli#-« 
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